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RELAY FAITHFUL 
FIND A WAY 
Teams from Tracy and 
Mountain House braved 
the heat and wildfire 
smoke to take a stand 
against cancer.

OUR TOWN. PAGE 10

SPEEDWAY  
WINNERS
Two sprint car racers 
from Tracy recorded 
their first wins and 
improved their ranking 
in recent races.
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FEW TO SERVE
School food service 
workers say a lack of 
demand for curbside 
meals spells disaster 
for their department.

NEWS. PAGE 8

GRADS MARCH
The Mountain House 
High Class of 2020 
walked across the 
stage at a drive-through 
ceremony Friday.

OUR TOWN. PAGE 12Rancher scrambles to protect 
livestock, support fire crews

Local teams 
deployed 
to wildfires 
around state
By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

As soon as lightning 
storms began to spark fires 
across California, Tracy’s 
fire department jumped into 
action.

On Aug. 15, a South 
San Joaquin County Fire 
Authority engine and a 
six-member crew, including 
a strike team leader and a 
strike team leader trainee, 
joined a California Office of 
Emergency Services team 
headed to a wildfire in the 
northern Sierra Nevada. 
That’s where the Loyalton 
Fire in Tahoe National 
Forest, along the Sierra and 
Plumas county line, would 
eventually burn more than 
47,000 acres.

Fire authority Chief 
Randall Bradley said that, 
three days later, the South 
San Joaquin team would be 
redeployed about 50 miles 
west to the Claremont Fire, 
burning in Plumas National 
Forest along the Middle 
Fork of the Feather River 
just south of Quincy. That 
fire had consumed more 
than 20,000 acres as of 
Wednesday and was still 
mostly uncontained.

Bradley said that crew 
was still at the Claremont 
Fire as of Wednesday and is 
due to be relieved this week-
end after two weeks.

The local department also

By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

For a week after lightning 
strikes hit the hills southwest of 
Tracy, Mark Connolly was in a 

constant scramble to get his live-
stock to safety, protect his home 
and guide firefighters to where 
they needed to be to stop the 
spread of one of California’s most 
extensive wildfires ever.

Connolly, in addition to being 
a local attorney, is the fourth 
generation of his family to oper-
ate the family cattle ranch, 

RECORD-SETTING START TO FIRE SEASON

LIGHTNING FIRES, continued on page 3FIREFIGHTERS, continued on page 5

Courtesy of Connolly Ranch
FRONT LINES: Connolly family members and friends held a fire break along a ridge at the Connolly Ranch south of Tracy on 
the night of Aug. 18 as the SCU Lightning Complex Fire continued to spread northward. The wildfire has grown to be one of 
the three largest fires in California history. As of this week, the northern edge nearest Tracy is fully contained, and evacuation 
warnings in the area have been downgraded.


