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California’s Republican Party
on Monday acknowledged
owning unofficial ballot boxes
in several counties. PAGE A2
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State: GOP distributed
illegal ballot drop boxes

Robert Wilson and Paul Mil-
grom were cited for their work
in making auctions run more
efficiently. PAGE A7

ECONOMICS

2 Stanford professors
named Nobel honorees

ByMark Sherman,
LisaMascaro and
Mary Clare Jalonic
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Supreme Court
nominee Amy Coney Barrett
presented her approach to the
law as conservative and fair
on Monday at the start of fast-
tracked confirmation hearings,
while angry Democrats, pow-
erless to stop her, cast her as a
threat to Americans’ health care
coverage during the coronavirus
pandemic.
With her husband and six

of their seven children behind
her in a hearing room off-lim-
its to the public and altered for
COVID-19 risks, Barrett deliv-
ered views at odds with the late
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
whose seat President Donald
Trump nominated her to fill,
likely before Election Day.

“Courts are not designed to
solve every problem or right ev-
ery wrong in our public life,” de-
clared the 48-year-old federal
appeals court judge, removing
the protective mask she wore
most of the day to read from a
prepared statement.
Americans “deserve an in-

dependent Supreme Court that
interprets our Constitution and
laws as they are written,” Bar-
rett told the Senate Judiciary
Committee, laying out her judi-
cial philosophy, which she has
likened to that of her conserva-
tive mentor, the late Justice An-
tonin Scalia.
The Senate, led by Trump’s

Republican allies, is push-
ing Barrett’s nomination to a
quick vote before Election Day,
Nov. 3, and ahead of the the
latest challenge to the Afford-
able Care Act, which the Su-
preme Court is to hear a week

after the election.
Republicans also hope to

seat Barrett quickly enough to

hear any legal challenges af-
ter the election. Sen. Richard

SUPREMECOURT

Democrats stress health law at Barrett vetting

PATRICK SEMANSKY — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett is sworn in during a
confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on
Monday in Washington.

SANRAFAEL

STATUE TOPPLED

DOUGLAS ZIMMERMAN — SPECIAL TO THE MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

Indigenous Peoples Day demonstrators pull down a statue of Junipero Serra after spattering it with paint Monday outside the Mis-
sion San Rafael Arcángel in San Rafael. Protest organizers said the 18th-century Catholic priest, who founded nine of California’s
missions, contributed to the destruction of Native American cultures. Mike Brown, a spokesman for the Archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco, said church leaders had not been asked by the protesters to take down the statue prior to Monday’s demonstration.

ByAdamBeam
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO » When state law-
makers in July cut $150 million
from the California court system,
they offered this hope to stressed-
out administrators: The cuts
would vanish if Congress sent the
state more money before Oct. 15.
Riverside County Superior

Court officials were optimistic.
They stopped buying things and
halted all travel and training but
put off more painful cuts while
they waited for relief from Wash-
ington. By Oct. 1, they couldn’t
wait any longer and announced
the court would shut down for one
day each month through June.
“We had no choice,” said Mar-

ita Ford, the court’s chief finan-
cial officer, who said she lost $10
million from her normal $175mil-
lion operating budget.
The federal government has

sent California more than $31

SACRAMENTO

Budget hazy
as virus aid
stalls in DC

ByDonThompson
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO» California is eas-
ing its coronavirus restrictions to
allow up to three households to
socialize outdoors, an expansion
of rules aimed at people tempted
to have even larger gatherings
around Halloween, Thanksgiv-
ing and end-of-year holidays, Gov.
Gavin Newsom said Monday.
Three households can gather so

long as they wear masks and fol-
low other safety precautions de-
signed to stem the spread of the
virus, under the new guidelines
from the California Department
of Public Health. State health offi-
cials previously discouraged gath-
erings outside of a single house-
hold.
The goal is not to encourage

larger gatherings, Newsom said,
but to recognize the increasing

CORONAVIRUS

Rules on
mingling
relaxed
by state

High schools shut for fall term
ByKeri Brenner
kbrenner@marinij.com

The youngest students in
Marin’s three largest school dis-
tricts could be back in the class-
room in late October, but high
schoolers won’t be returning to
in-person learning until January,

education leaders said.
Superintendents at Novato

Unified, San Rafael City Schools
and Tamalpais Union said their
high schools will stay in distance
learning through the end of the
fall semester, delaying in-class-
room instruction until next year.
Novato and San Rafael — the

districts with younger learners —
expect to see those students re-
turn in late October and Novem-
ber respectively, officials said. No-
vato’s plans, approved last week,
could be in flux, however, with a
second “no” vote from teachers
late Monday on a contract for in-
classroom learning.
“We are, again, disappointed

as we believe having an MOU is
best for our system, but will move
forward with the reentry plan ap-
proved by our board of trustees

on Oct. 6,” Kris Cosca, superin-
tendent of the Novato Unified
School District, said in an email
Monday.
The timeline approved by the

Novato board last Tuesday calls
for transitional kindergarten, kin-
dergarten, elementary special day
classes, social cognition classes
and early intervention to return
Oct. 26.
The rest of the grades will fol-

low in four waves: Nov. 9, first
and second grades; Nov. 30, third,

fourth, fifth and sixth grades; Jan.
4, seventh, eighth, ninth and 10th
grades; and Jan. 11, 11th and 12th
grades.
“The primary driver of the

timeline is our ability to bring
students and staff back to cam-
puses safely and our decision to
bring those students backwho are
most likely to struggle with dis-
tance learning,” Cosca said in a
letter to parents.
Novato teachers, who rejected

Novato, San Rafael, Tam districts
push off in-classroom instruction
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By Nicholas Fandos
The New York Times

Judge Amy Coney Barrett flatly 
refused Tuesday to pledge that 
she would recuse herself if a dis-
pute over the Nov. 3 election came 
before the Supreme Court, insist-
ing that despite her nomination 
by President Donald Trump, she 
would not “allow myself to be used 
as a pawn to decide this election 
for the American people.”

Over more than nine tense hours 
of questioning, Barrett evaded 
Democratic senators’ efforts to pin 
down her views on the Affordable 
Care Act, abortion rights, gay mar-
riage and other issues, including a 
possible election-related case. She 
played down her history of taking 
conservative stances in legal writ-
ings and personal statements, ar-
guing that she might view issues 
differently as a sitting justice.

TOP COURT

Barrett vows 
at hearing: 
Will not be  
Trump’s pawn

By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com

Marin will have to wait at least 
another two weeks before moving 
up to the next tier in the state’s sys-
tem for deciding which counties 
are ready to expand the reopen-
ing of their economies and schools 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We’ve been having similar 
case rates now for about the past 
three weeks,” Marin County Public 
Health Officer Dr. Matt Willis told 
county supervisors Tuesday. “Our 
challenge is to continue to drive 
that downward.”

Willis also said the county 
health department is working with 
San Rafael City Schools to test a 
large sample of school-age children 
in the district for COVID-19 to de-
termine if the infection rate is low 
enough to safely reopen schools 
there.

“Low enough community preva-
lence and good strategies on site is 
the recipe for safe reopening,” Wil-
lis said.

PANDEMIC

Marin still 
awaits next 
step for 
reopenings

By Adrian Rodriguez  
and Matthew Pera
arodriguez@marinij.com and 
mpera@marinij.com

Five people accused of felony 
vandalism were arrested Monday 
for defacing and tearing down 
the statue of a Spanish mission-

ary outside of St. Raphael Church 
in downtown San Rafael, police 
said.

According to the San Rafael Po-
lice Department, a small group of 
protesters covered the statue of 
Junipero Serra with paint before 
tying straps around it and pulling 
it down. Serra was an 18th-cen-

tury Catholic priest who founded 
nine of California’s missions.

The incident happened dur-
ing a demonstration for Indig-
enous Peoples Day — the same 
day as the federally recognized 
Columbus Day holiday — to pro-
test against the colonization and 
treatment of Native Americans. 

The protest of more than 40 
people began at 5 p.m. at the 
church at 1104 Fifth Ave., accord-
ing to police Sgt. Justin Graham.

SAN RAFAEL

Serra vandalism suspects cited
Demonstrators 
took down 
the statue 
of Junipero 
Serra outside 
of St. Raphael 
Church in San 
Rafael.

DOUGLAS 
ZIMMERMAN 
— SPECIAL TO 
THE MARIN 
INDEPENDENT 
JOURNAL 

By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com

After 14 often contentious 
years, an endeavor to bring the 
Lawson’s Landing campground 
and resort in West Marin into 
compliance with state coastal 
laws appears to be nearing an 
end.

The California Coastal Com-
mission voted unanimously dur-
ing an online meeting on Friday 
to allow the resort to install a 
new wastewater system along 
with several new buildings, 
including an office building, 
campground bathrooms, equip-
ment sheds and a 5,400-square-
foot barn, among other changes.

“We’re hopeful that today’s 
hearing will finally provide for 
the public and the environment 
what we have been working to 
achieve for the last several years: 
a superior functioning wastewa-
ter system,” co-owner Michael 
Lawson told the commission be-
fore its vote on Friday. “This sys-

tem will allow us to finally pro-
vide our customers with real re-
strooms and showers. It will also 
reduce the need to truck sew-
age offsite to far-away treatment 
facilities. It will also allow our 
campground to remain open 
to provide valuable, low-cost, 
short-term coastal access.”

The wastewater treatment 
upgrade was one of the remain-
ing major conditions the camp-
ground owners had to complete 
as part of a 2011 coastal develop-
ment permit it received from the 
commission. In 2017, the com-
mission rejected the company’s 
application for the wastewater 
system and the new buildings 
because of concerns about en-
dangered red-legged frogs and 
sensitive habitat at the site.

Vowing to come back with a 
passable project, the Lawsons 
and Voglers followed through al-
most three years later with Fri-
day’s approval. It was vital to the 
campground’s survival.

“If we failed, it would have 

been an eventuality that we 
would have had to close down,” 
Lawson said after the vote. 
“We’re only allowed so much 
time and basically we had a de-
cade to get something finalized, 
and it fortunately only took nine 
years.”

Just days before the hearing, 
Lawson was still working out 
the details with the state and 
county, eventually relinquish-
ing his preferred plan. It would 

have not required the removal of 
certain buildings, among other 
changes.

Lawson said he settled be-
cause he feared the company 
would have faced a lawsuit from 
the Environmental Action Com-
mittee of West Marin. He said 
the commission “did the right 
thing and we’re going to move 
forward.”

“This is progress,” he said.

WEST MARIN

Lawson’s Landing gets state  
approval for major upgrades

PHOTOS BY SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 

Lawson’s Landing co-owner Mike Lawson looks out to the ocean from a bluff at Lawson’s Landing in Dillon Beach. The California Coastal 
Commission approved a wastewater system permit for the privately owned seaside resort at the mouth of Tomales Bay. 

Campers pass by the marina at Lawson’s Landing in Dillon Beach.
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Governments across Europe 
are ratcheting up restrictions 
in an effort to contain the 
spread of coronavirus. PAGE A5

PANDEMIC

Europe tightens rules  
as coronavirus surges

Gov. Gavin Newsom released a 
report on Tuesday urging better 
communication and restraint by 
officers. PAGE A4
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1933
Nazi Germany an-
nounced it was with-
drawing from the 
League of Nations.

1947
U.S. Air Force Capt. 
Charles E. Yeager became 
the first test pilot to 
break the sound barrier.

1960
The idea of a Peace 
Corps was suggested by 
Democratic presidential 
candidate John F. Ken-
nedy.

1964
Civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. was 
named winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

1968
The first successful 
live telecast from a 
manned U.S. spacecraft 
was transmitted from 
Apollo 7.

2014
A second nurse at Texas 
Health Presbyterian 
Hospital Dallas came 
down with Ebola after 
contracting it from a dy-
ing patient.

2017
The board of the Acade-
my of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences revoked 
the membership of movie 
mogul Harvey Weinstein, 
after published reports 
about allegations of 
sexual harassment and 
rape against Weinstein.

Birthdays
Classical pianist Gary 
Graffman is 92. Movie 
director Carroll Ballard 
is 83. Singer-musician 
Justin Hayward is 74. 
Actor Greg Evigan is 67. 
Actor Lori Petty is 57. 
Actor-singer Shaznay 
Lewis is 45. Actor Ste-
phen Hill is 44. Director 
Benh Zeitlin is 38. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Metallica to host 
charity livestream
Metallica is going 
acoustic for charity. The 
mighty metal outfit has 
announced plans for a 
unplugged show that 
will livestream at 2 p.m. 
Nov. 14. The event will 
benefit the band’s All 
Within My Hands chari-
table foundation. It will 
be the group’s second All 
Within My Hands Help-
ing Hands Concert and 
Auction, following the 
debut occasion at the 
Masonic in San Francis-
co in 2018. It will also be 
the group’s first world-
wide pay-per-event. 
Tickets to the event run 
from $14.99 for general 
admission to $95 for the 
VIP Virtual Fan Ticket 
Bundle, which includes a 
T-shirt, digital download 
and more. 
— Bay Area News Group

Star report

Protest organizers, who 
said they were members of 
the Coast Miwok group, said 
Serra contributed to the de-
struction of Native American 
cultures.

Police learned about the 
planned demonstration a 
week earlier through social 
media. The Archdiocese of 
San Francisco had asked po-
lice to use de-escalation tech-
niques and to minimize in-
teractions that could lead to 
use of force, Graham said.

In an effort to keep the in-
cident from escalating, it was 
a mutual decision that police 
would observe the demon-
stration and not intervene, 
Graham said.

“We decided not to get di-
rectly involved or interact 
with the demonstration be-
cause we did not want to in-
flame or escalate the situa-
tion,” Graham said. “If there 
was a violent altercation, a 
physical fight, we would have 

intervened, no question.”
About 30 minutes into 

the protest, a small group of 
demonstrators removed pro-
tective tape that was cover-
ing the Serra statue and 
threw red paint on it. The 
demonstrators also covered 
the statue with spray paint. 
The word “rape” was spray-
painted on the base.

Protesters tied colored 
straps around the neck of the 
statue and pulled it down, 
breaking it at the ankles.

Once the demonstrators 
left the property, police con-
tacted five suspects who they 
believed to be responsible for 
the vandalism and detained 
them. They were issued ci-
tations and released at the 
scene. Cited were Oakland 
residents Ines Shiam Gar-
dilcic, 40, and Victoria Eva 
Montanopena, 29; Melissa 
Aguilar, 36, of Novato; May-
orgi Nadeska Delgadillo, 36, 
of San Rafael; and Moira 
Cribben Van de Walker, 25 
of San Anselmo. The inci-
dent has been referred to the 
Marin County District Attor-
ney’s Office for review.

Lucina Vidauri, an orga-
nizer for the rally, declined 
to comment on Tuesday.

Church administrators de-
ferred to the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco. Mike Brown, 
a spokesman for the archdi-
ocese, said Monday church 
leaders had not been asked 
by the protesters to take 
down the statue prior to the 
demonstration.

In a statement, the Rev. 
Salvatore Cordileone, the 
Archbishop of San Francisco, 
denounced the vandalism.

“We cannot allow a small 
unelected group of law-
breakers to decide what sa-
cred symbols we Catholics or 
other believers may display 
and use to foster our faith,” 
he said. “This must stop.”

Cordileone said Serra is 
the wrong target for those 
who want to make a state-
ment about the suffering of 
Native Americans.

“Fr. Serra and his fel-
low Franciscans renounced 
all worldly pursuits to give 
their lives to serving the 
native peoples and so pro-
tected them from the abuses 

of their fellow Spaniards,” he 
said. “To look to Fr. Serra as 
the icon of oppression of the 
Indians is akin to doing the 
same with Abraham Lincoln 
and the institution of slavery 
in the United States.”

Robbie Powelson, a so-
cial activist who leads the 
Tam Equity Campaign and 
is a candidate for Marin 
Community College District 
board, attended the rally to 
support the local Coast Mi-
wok, he said.

“Given the historical pe-
riod we’re in, this is what 
healing looks like,” Powel-
son said of the vandalism. 
“This is healing after all the 
violence that has happened 
and is continuing to happen. 
Healing is messy.”

City Manager Jim Schutz 
declined to comment, in-
stead deferring to a written 
statement issued by the city 
on Tuesday.

“During this incident and 
the subsequent destruction 
of the statue, it was consid-
ered that the statue could 
be replaced or repaired and 
that the importance of using 

sound judgment and de-es-
calation techniques was par-
amount to preventing physi-
cal interactions between of-
ficers and protestors,” the 
statement said.

San Rafael Mayor Gary 
Phillips said he was initially 
shocked to learn that police 
didn’t intercede. But after 
learning of the agreement 
between church leaders and 
police, he said he felt the of-
ficers handled the situation 
“appropriately.”

“I think these circum-
stances resulted in a bet-
ter outcome,” he said. “No 
one was hurt. We have their 
names.”

Phillips said he wished the 
protesters “had gone to the 
local church to say they had 
these concerns and come to 
some resolution.”

On Tuesday night, a group 
of about 100 people gath-
ered outside the church in 
response to the incident on 
Monday. The demonstration, 
which included prayers, was 
organized by the Archdio-
cese of San Francisco, ac-
cording to Brown.

Serra
FROM PAGE 1

The wastewater project 
alone is expected to cost 
about $4 million, according 
to Lawson. Catherine Cau-
field of the Environmental 
Action Committee of West 
Marin, which has acted as a 
check on the project over the 
past decade, said the organi-
zation has been calling for 
the resort to have a sewage 
disposal system since 1975.

“So we are delighted to 
think that 45 short years 
later a wastewater system 
that finally protects Tomales 
Bay will be installed,” Cau-
field told the commission in 
support of the project.

The group’s attorney, 
Ralph Faust, a former 20-
year lawyer for the commis-

sion, said he was prepared to 
make a legal argument at the 
meeting.

“But it sounds like every-
one is in agreement on the 
solution that staff came up 
with,” he said.

Under an amended per-
mit, the company will be 
able to construct a wastewa-
ter system north of the camp-
ground and remove the ex-
isting septic leach fields and 
holding tanks.

In addition, the commis-
sion allowed the company to 
build facilities to support a 
mobile food trailer near the 
campground and an emer-
gency boat storage area. It 
also gave after-the-fact ap-
proval to remove the dilap-
idated fishing pier.

The 5,400-square-foot 
barn will support the nearly 
420 acres of cattle grazing 
and agricultural operations 

on the property.
The permit also requires 

Lawson’s Landing to remove 
a truck shed, an adjacent 
storage area and an oil shed 
that it deemed unpermitted, 
and to restore those areas.

The 960-acre resort just 
south of Dillon Beach has 
been owned by the Lawson 
family — later co-owned with 
the Vogler family — since 
1928. The family opened the 
property to the public in 1957 
as a camping, fishing and 
boating destination.

The permitting issues be-
gan in 2006 when the coastal 
commission issued a cease-
and-desist order to the com-
pany and called for a coastal 
development permit to be ac-
quired. The commission ap-
proved the permit in 2011. 
It included the establish-
ment of a 465-acre natural 
resource conservation area 

and other changes.
Before making a motion to 

approve the wastewater per-
mit, Marin County Supervi-
sor Katie Rice, a member of 
the commission, commended 
the Lawsons’ and Voglers’ 
work on the project.

“It’s a much different place 
than it was 50 years ago: 
more beautiful, cleaner, re-
stored in so many ways,” Rice 
said. “What our approval to-
day will allow will just take it 
that much further. It’s a spec-
tacular place.”

Lawsons
FROM PAGE 1

The public health officer 
said the benchmarks that de-
termine Marin’s tier assign-
ment remained virtually un-
changed since last week. As 
of Oct. 12, Marin had an ad-
justed daily case rate of 4, 
1.5% test positivity and a 
health equity metric of 2.7%.

To move up to “tier 3,” 
Marin County must have 
a daily case rate of 3.9 or 
lower, 4.9% test positivity 
or lower, and a health equity 
metric of 5.2% or lower. The 
only number that is holding 
it back is the daily case rate.

“Our adjusted case rate is 
4.0,” Willis said, “which puts 
us one tenth of one percent-
age point above where we 
need to be before we can 

move into the orange tier.”
A graduation to tier 3, 

which is color-coded orange, 
would mean that Marin res-
taurants would be allowed to 
expand their indoor service 
from 25% of capacity to 50%, 
and non-essential offices 
would be allowed to reopen. 
Other types of businesses 
such as movie theaters and 
gyms would also be permit-
ted to increase their indoor 
service.

Under the state’s frame-
work, a county must achieve 
the benchmark of the next 
tier above it for two consecu-
tive weeks before being pro-
moted. That means the ear-
liest Marin could move up to 
tier 3 would be Oct. 27.

Supervisor Damon Con-
nolly asked Willis how many 
of the county’s schools have 
reopened and for details on 
testing of San Rafael kids in 

progress. Willis said about 
6,000 of the county’s 40,000 
school-age kids, or about 
15%, have returned to some 
form of classroom learning 
or a hybrid model. He said so 
far there has been only one 
documented case of student-
to-student transmission.

Willis said that while the 
public health department 
can’t require a school to re-
sume classroom instruction, 
“we do support and encour-
age reopening recognizing 
that there has been signifi-
cant harm associated with 
the distance learning ap-
proach.”

He said children in low-
income families have suf-
fered the most under the re-
mote learning model and for 
that reason San Rafael City 
Schools is eager to reopen.

Willis said the only way to 
know if reopening San Ra-

fael schools is safe was to do 
widespread testing. A cam-
paign to test at least 800 
school-age kids began last 
week and 600 have been 
tested already.

“The preliminary results 
are reassuring,” Willis said. 
None of the results during 
the first couple of testing 
days came back positive.

Willis said the testing un-
derway in San Rafael is a 
component of the county’s 
equity strategy. Another part 
of that strategy was to lower 
the test positivity among res-
idents of San Rafael’s pre-
dominantly Latino Canal 
neighborhood by 25%.

The public health officer 
said the county has already 
surpassed that goal. The pos-
itivity percentage in the Ca-
nal is currently 12.6%, down 
from a high of 39% in July.

To convince Canal resi-

dents who test positive to 
self-quarantine — many 
of whom are struggling to 
keep a roof over their head 
and put food on the table for 
their family — the county 
has used Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act (CARES Act) money 
to provide them with tempo-
rary financial relief.

So far, more than $971,000 
has been paid out to some 
670 recipients, Angela Nich-
olson, an assistant county 
administrator, said Tuesday.

The county’s CARES Act 
funding, however, runs out 
at the end of this year.

“We need to keep our eye 
on that ball,” Supervisor 
Katie Rice said. “Without 
CARES funding we’re going 
to have to find money some-
where else in order to con-
tinue. It is going to be really 
important.”

Willis
FROM PAGE 1

“I have not made any com-
mitments or deals or any-
thing like that,” she told the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee as Democrats took turns 
challenging her during her 
second day of confirmation 
hearings. “I’m not here on a 
mission to destroy the Afford-
able Care Act. I’m just here to 
apply the law and adhere to 
the rule of law.”

After days of hammering 
Barrett over the health care 
law, Democrats dismissed 
her assurances as essentially 
meaningless. Trump did 
not need to secure any spe-
cific promises from Barrett, 
they argued. He selected her 
precisely because her hon-
estly held legal views would 
achieve the end he is after.

“I am left with looking at 
the tracks of your record and 
where it leads the American 
people,” said Sen. Amy Klobu-
char, D-Minn., “and I think it 
leads us to a place that’s go-
ing to have severe repercus-
sions for them.”

In early evening question-
ing, Sen. Kamala Harris took 
a measured approach that re-
flected her new role as vice 
presidential nominee, mak-
ing policy points intended to 
distinguish the Biden-Har-
ris ticket without alienating 
voters who may still be strug-
gling to decide.

Appearing remotely on 
video, and using most of 
her 30 minutes to sound the 
alarm over the dangers ahead 
if the court overturns the Af-
fordable Care Act and a wom-
an’s right to abortion, Harris 
steered clear of the combative 

confrontations she’d become 
famous for in previous show-
downs in Senate hearings.

Barrett’s refusal to dis-
cuss specific cases or com-
mit to recusing from partic-
ular matters was in line with 
a decades-old playbook used 
by Supreme Court nominees 
to avoid giving substantive 
answers during confirma-
tion hearings. But her at-
tempts to deflect such ques-
tions were more conspicuous 
than usual, given how explicit 
Trump has been about how 
he would want his Supreme 
Court nominees to rule.

The president has stated 
that he wants Barrett con-
firmed by Election Day given 
that he anticipates an elec-
tion dispute and is “count-
ing” on the court to “look at 
the ballots.” And he has said 
he wants justices who would 
“do the right thing” and in-
validate the Affordable Care 
Act.

“This is what President 
Trump said. This is what your 
party platform says: Reverse 
the Obamacare cases,” said 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, 

D-R.I., addressing Republi-
can senators. “Why is it sur-
prising for us to be concerned 
that you want this nominee 
to do what you want nomi-
nees to do?”

Republicans, rushing to 
secure Barrett’s confirma-
tion before the election, lav-
ished her with praise for her 
legal qualifications and per-
sonal virtues. Sen. Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina, 
the judiciary panel’s chair-
man, called her “one of the 
most qualified people of your 
generation,” while Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas encouraged 
her to hold up the blank note-
pad in front of her at the wit-
ness table to show that she 
was speaking entirely with-
out notes.

“That is impressive,” 
Cornyn said.

The marathon day of tele-
vised questioning offered 
senators and Americans their 
first detailed look at Barrett’s 
conservative legal philosophy, 
heavily influenced by former 
Justice Antonin Scalia, and 
a window into her personal 
life as a 48-year-old judge and 

mother of seven children.
Barrett was most eager 

to discuss her legal philoso-
phy on broad strokes. She ex-
pounded at length on the te-
nets of textualism and orig-
inalism, approaches made 
popular by Scalia that priv-
ilege plain reading of legal 
texts and seek to minimize a 
judge’s own interpretations 
of statute or the Constitution.

Pressed by Sen. Chris 
Coons, D-Del., Barrett said 
she would take the question 
of recusal on any election-re-
lated cases “very seriously,” 
but pointed to strict guide-
lines that govern such mat-
ters rather than making a 
commitment in advance. 
Coons was far from the first 
Democrat to raise the issue, 
and Barrett at one point grew 
impatient.

“I would certainly hope 
that all members of this com-
mittee would have more con-
fidence in my integrity than 
to think that I would allow 
myself to be used as a pawn 
to decide this election for the 
American people,” she said.

On the Affordable Care 
Act, an issue Democrats see 
as central to their success in 
next month’s elections, Bar-
rett offered even less insight 
into her thinking.

At one point, Klobuchar 
displayed a 2015 Twitter post 
by Trump in which he said 
as president he would ap-
point judges who would “do 
the right thing unlike Bush’s 
appointee John Roberts on 
ObamaCare.” The tweet was 
a reference to Chief Justice 
John Roberts’ opinions that 
left the health law in place.

“I can’t speak to what the 
president has said on Twit-
ter,” Barrett said. “He hasn’t 
said any of that to me.”

Barrett also resisted at-
tempts by Democrats to ar-
gue that her own academic 
writing criticizing Roberts 
meant she would certainly 
vote to strike it down in the 
case currently before the 
court.

“One of the upsides of be-
ing an academic is you can 
speak for yourself,” she told 
Klobuchar. “It’s difficult for 
me to say how I would have 
decided that case if I had to 
go through the whole pro-
cess of judiciary decision-
making.”

Besides, she told Sen. Di-
anne Feinstein of California, 
the panel’s top Democrat, the 
legal question now before the 
court — whether the entire 
law must be struck down be-
cause one part of it has been 
deemed flawed, or whether 
the flawed part is “severable” 
from the rest — poses a dif-
ferent question.

Democrats likewise ar-
gued that as conservatives 
promised, Barrett would 
most likely be a vote to chip 
away or outright strike down 
the Roe v. Wade decision es-
tablishing abortion rights. 
The nominee gave them lit-
tle help, though.

When Feinstein reminded 
Barrett that Scalia had fa-
mously written that Roe was 
wrongly decided and should 
be overturned, Barrett re-
fused to clarify her own 
views.

Still, she said later that she 
did not consider Roe “super-
precedent,” which she de-
fined as “precedent that is 
so well established that it 
would be unthinkable that 
it would ever be overruled.” 
Democrats took the answer 
to mean she would be open to 
overturning the ruling.

Barrett
FROM PAGE 1
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Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett speaks 
during a confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday.
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The seawall is lined with motor homes and campers at 
Lawson’s Landing in Dillon Beach. The California Coastal 
Commission approved a wastewater system permit for the 
privately owned seaside resort at the mouth of Tomales Bay. 
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By Julie Bosman, Sarah 
Mervosh and Marc Santora
The New York Times

When the coronavirus began 
sweeping around the globe this 
spring, people from Seattle to 
Rome to London canceled wed-
dings and vacations, cut off vis-
its with grandparents and hun-
kered down in their homes for 
what they thought would be a 
brief but essential period of iso-
lation.

But summer did not extinguish 
the virus. And with fall has come 
another dangerous, uncontrolled 
surge of infections that in parts of 
the world is the worst of the pan-
demic so far.

COPING

Pandemic  
fatigue is 
spreading 
worldwide

By Keri Brenner
kbrenner@marinij.com

A new online tool debuts this 
week to offer Marin families an 
easy-to-navigate, transparent map 
and dashboard showing if, when 
and where any coronavirus expo-
sures occur at local schools — and 
the systematized responses that 
follow.

“We know that there’s a lot of 
concern and interest regarding 
reopening schools in the county,” 
Matt Willis, Marin public health 
officer, said last week.

“And if people don’t have ac-
cess to information, it can fuel that 
(concern),” he added. “And so we 
want to make sure everyone has 
access and to the best available 
information that’s updated in real 
time — especially in regards to the 
status of schools which are open 
for classroom-based learning.”

With close to half of Marin ele-
mentary and middle schools — and 
a few private high schools — either 
already open for some in-campus 
learning or planning to open next 
month, families and staff need to 

MARIN

Online tool 
will track 
virus in 
schools

By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com

The Archbishop of San Fran-
cisco on Saturday performed an 
exorcism in front of a San Rafael 
Catholic church at the site where 
protesters tore down a statue of 
a Spanish missionary.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordil-
eone held the exorcism outside 
of St. Raphael’s Church Satur-
day morning before performing 
Mass in honor of the 40 Days for 
Life movement, an anti-abortion 
campaign. Following Mass, pro-
life supporters marched to the 
Planned Parenthood clinic in 

downtown San Rafael and said 
the rosary.

The exorcism came in re-
sponse to a protest for Indig-
enous Peoples Day on Monday 
in which a group of demonstra-
tors toppled the church’s statue 
of Fr. Junipero Serra. The dem-
onstrators said Serra, an 18th 
century Catholic priest who 
founded nine of California’s 
missions, contributed to the 
destruction of Native Ameri-
can cultures.

SAN RAFAEL CHURCH

Exorcism performed at statue site
Archbishop of 
San Francisco 
Salvatore 
Joseph 
Cordileone 
performs an 
exorcism at 
the site where 
a Junipero 
Serra statue 
was torn down 
by protesters.
SHERRY LAVARS 
— MARIN 
INDEPENDENT 
JOURNAL 

By John Woolfolk  
and Lorenzo Morotti

Flying during the pandemic is 
nerve wracking, which is why Ar-
iel Cottrell said she wore a face 
shield and mask flying back to 
the Bay Area from her month-
long trip in Hawaii.

“It was a challenge, especially 
breathing through both masks 
for 12 hours,” Cottrell said while 
waiting for her ride home at the 
Marin Airporter in Novato on 
Thursday. “My flight was can-
celed so I hopped on the the first 
one back.”

Major U.S. airlines say there 
has not been a single confirmed 
case of coronavirus transmit-
ted on a domestic flight. A pair 
of recent studies, however, shed 
new light on the potential for a 
superspreading disaster aboard 

aircraft, even though the find-
ings were based on long, overseas 
flights back in the spring before 
mask-wearing was widespread.

What’s safe and what’s not is 
a question mark for many, and 
the uncertainty is having an af-
fect on business.

Marin Airporter manager Mel-
son Contreras has worked with 
the company for 20 years. He said 
even though the Airporter is the 
only airport shuttle service oper-
ating in Marin during the pan-
demic he said business has never 
been slower. Contreras said this 
time last year they would shut-
tle about 600 people to San Fran-
cisco International Airport daily, 
now that’s down to about 120.

“This year is the all-time 
worst,” he said. “It’s slower than 
after 9-11, which affected us too 
but not like this pandemic.”

The company’s Novato su-

pervisor, Wilkens Philippe, said 
Thursday they’ve shuttled 170 
travelers over the course of three 
days.

“And those were on good days,” 
Philippe said. “Bad days we do 
about 70. Normally we would 
be doing 600, but because of the 
pandemic there are less flights 
and people are afraid to travel.”

For clues as to whether air 
travel is safe, consider the travel 
histories of two of the country’s 
top infectious disease experts, 
each with parents on the other 
side of the country. One hasn’t 
flown since January when the 
new coronavirus was just emerg-
ing as a global threat.

TRAVELING DURING PANDEMIC

Airlines say flying is safe, 
but public avoiding planes
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Ariel Cottrell of Middleton, left, follows her friend Helen Frankenthal of Healdsburg after Frankenthal came to pick her up at the Marin 
Airporter in Novato. Frankenthal was returning from Hawaii. 

JANE TYSKA — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP 

A woman checks her phone at San Francisco International Airport. Air 
traffic was practically at a standstill due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
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Monday
San Rafael: City Council, 
7 p.m., online meeting at 
youtube.com/cityofsanra-
fael. Website: cityofsan-
rafael.org. The council will 
receive reports on sea level 
rise adaptation and the 
2040 general plan. It will 
also hear a presentation 
from PG&E on “substa-
tions.”
San Anselmo: Planning 
Commission, 7 p.m., online 
Zoom meeting, webinar ID: 
833 2174 4433. Website: 
townofsananselmo.org. 
The commission will hold 
public hearings for a resi-
dential project at 75 Essex 
St. and a commercial proj-
ect at 121 Tunstead Ave.
Larkspur: SMART Board 
of Directors, 5-6:30 p.m., 
Public forum listening ses-
sion, Online and phone only, 
register online for Zoom 
link and teleconference 
number at http://sonoma-
marintrain.org/Listening-
Forums. Website: sonoma-
marintrain.org. The SMART 
board will hold a listening 
session to gain public feed-
back and recommendations 
on SMART’s operations 
and service.
Mill Valley: City Coun-
cil, 6:30 p.m., Online: 
www.cityofmillvalley.
org/watchonline . Web-
site: cityofmillvalley.org. 
The council will receive a 
COVID-19 update. It will 
also consider where and 
how many dogs a person 
is allowed to walk. Online: 
www.cityofmillvalley.org/
watchonline or https://
cmcm.tv/watch It will be 
streamed live, and mem-
bers of the public can 
follow along via the link in 
the agenda.

Tuesday
San Rafael: Marin County 
Board of Supervisors, 
9 a.m., online meeting 
at cmcm.tv/livegov or 
marincounty.org/depts/bs/
meeting-archive. Web-

site: marincounty.org. The 
meeting will begin with an 
update on COVID-19 from 
the county’s public health 
director. The supervisors 
will receive a status report 
on implementation of the 
county’s new computer 
system. The supervisors 
will also consider autho-
rizing notices of intent to 
purchase an office building 
in San Rafael and a hotel 
in Corte Madera to provide 
permanent housing for the 
homeless.
Corte Madera: Marin Mu-
nicipal Water District Board 
of Directors, 7:30 p.m., On-
line meeting at o https://
zoom.us/j/97806871389 
or participate by phone by 
calling 1-699-900-9128 
and enter the Webinar ID#: 
978 0687 1389. Website: 
marinwater.org.
Corte Madera: Town 
Council, 6:30 p.m., Online 
Zoom meeting. Webinar 
ID: 914-5144-0692. Call 
in No.: (408) 638-0968, 
Code: 91451440692# 
Website: townofcor-
temadera.org. The coun-
cil will consider a pilot 
program to help residents 
maintain their sidewalks. It 
will also consider amend-
ing its 2020 preventa-
tive maintenance project 
budget by $200,000.

Wednesday
Fairfax: Town Council, 
7 p.m., online meeting 
at townoffairfax.org/
watch-live-2. Website: 
townoffairfax.org. Agenda 
will be posted prior to the 
meeting.
Tiburon: Town Council, 
5:00 p.m., Online Zoom 
meeting. Webinar ID: 957 
9016 4954. Call-in No., 
669-900-6833, Access 
Code 957 9016 4954. 
Website:townoftiburon.org. 
The council will consider a 
revision to municipal codes 
in regard to fencing. It will 
also receive an update on 
its response to COVID-19.

Marin public meetings

By Nico Savidge
Bay Area News Group

California has spent much 
of the past decade working 
to reverse its tough-on-crime 
past. Voters and lawmakers 
who spent decades embrac-
ing strict criminal penalties 
and long prison sentences 
have moved to shrink the 
prison population, ease pun-
ishments for property and 
drug crimes, and expand ac-
cess to parole.

Now a measure on the 
November ballot will test 
whether California is still 
committed to this less-pu-
nitive approach to crimi-
nal justice. Backed by po-
lice and prosecutors who 
say the state’s reform move-
ment has gone too far, Propo-
sition 20 would unwind some 
of the changes voters have 
approved in recent years — 
most notably by increasing 
penalties for thefts and mak-
ing more offenders ineligible 
for parole.

“Prop. 20 reverses the 
tide and starts us back on 
the right track of giving law 
enforcement the tools they 
need to deal with criminals, 
especially repeat criminals,” 
said Carl DeMaio, a conser-
vative talk-radio host and 
spokesman for the Yes cam-
paign.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, for-
mer Gov. Jerry Brown and a 
long list of criminal justice 
reform and labor groups 
have lined up against the 
measure.

“The old approach of 
mindlessly locking people up 
without any rehabilitation or 
reform proved to be ineffec-
tive, unjust (and) racist — not 
to mention a giant waste of 
money,” said Dan Newman, a 
political consultant with the 
No campaign.

If approved, Proposi-
tion 20 would stiffen crimi-
nal penalties in a number of 
ways:

• It would create two new 
offenses — one for retail 
thefts committed with ac-

complices and another for 
those with at least two prior 
theft convictions, considered 
a “serial retail theft.” Both 
could be punished as mis-
demeanor or felony offenses. 
The proposition would also 
allow for felony charges in 
certain other categories of 
thefts, such as stealing a 
car or a firearm, that vot-
ers downgraded to misde-
meanors with 2014’s Propo-
sition 47.

• It would expand the list 
of offenses the state consid-
ers “violent crimes,” a classi-
fication that makes offend-
ers ineligible for early pa-
role. That change would roll 
back another recent reform 
effort: Voters in 2016 ap-
proved Proposition 57, which 
allowed more people to seek 
early releases.

• It would ratchet up pen-
alties for people who vio-
late the terms of their parole 
and would require those con-
victed of certain misdemean-
ors to submit DNA samples 
for law enforcement data-
bases.

“It’s going to keep Califor-
nia safer,” said Citrus Heights 
Police Chief Ron Lawrence, 
the former president of the 
California Police Chiefs As-
sociation and a Proposition 
20 supporter.

Lawrence said the mea-
sure is a fix for the “unin-
tended consequences” of re-
cent laws. He contends that 

voters back in 2016 didn’t re-
alize Proposition 57 would al-
low people who commit “hei-
nous crimes,” such as rape 
of an unconscious person or 
felony domestic violence, to 
have access to early parole. 
And Proposition 20’s sup-
porters are betting that the 
public wants to see a tougher 
response to common low-
level crimes like the thefts 
the new initiative addresses.

“Are you tired of your car 
getting broken into? Are you 
tired of shoplifting?” Law-
rence said. “The average 
voter in California is frus-
trated.”

Opponents counter that 
2016’s Proposition 57 is “not a 
get-out-of-jail-free card,” said 
J. Vasquez, an organizer with 
the Oakland group Commu-
nities United for Restorative 
Youth Justice, which opposes 
the initiative. It gives an of-
fender the opportunity to ap-
pear before a parole board, 
which would still scrutinize 
the case and determine if the 
person is suitable for release. 
And they say longer jail sen-
tences for thefts won’t ad-
dress the root problems, 
such as drug addiction, that 
can lead people to commit 
crimes. The California Leg-
islative Analyst’s Office esti-
mates the changes could in-
crease penalties in several 
thousand criminal cases 
each year and would cost 
“tens of millions of dollars 

annually” because of larger 
jail and prison populations.

“It is just the wrong direc-
tion to invest our resources 
in a system that is still bro-
ken,” said Vasquez.

Vasquez considers himself 
a testament to the potential 
for rehabilitation. Convicted 
of homicide as a minor, he 
was paroled in 2018 after 
25 years in prison and now 
works on several criminal 
justice reform efforts.

“Locking people up and 
warehousing them doesn’t 
work,” Vasquez said. “It’s 
not a deterrent to keep peo-
ple from committing crimes, 
and it doesn’t keep our com-
munities safe.”

The measure’s opposition 
has pulled in far more money 
and high-profile endorse-
ments than its supporters, 
raising millions from donors 
such as the Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative, philanthropist Pa-
tricia Quillin and Brown, 
who as governor championed 
many of the changes Proposi-
tion 20 seeks to reverse.

Along with its law enforce-
ment backers, the measure’s 
tougher theft statutes have 
earned it support from busi-
ness groups including the 
California Grocers Associa-
tion. It’s also supported by 
prominent Republicans — 
one of the Yes side’s biggest 
donors is the campaign com-
mittee of GOP Congressman 
Devin Nunes. Demaio, the 
Yes campaign spokesman, 
said he didn’t think that 
would stop voters in heavily 
Democratic California from 
embracing the measure.

“I don’t think that this is a 
partisan question,” said De-
maio. “This is nothing more 
than a question of: Do you 
believe that we should hold 
criminals accountable for 
their conduct?”

Newman disagreed.
“This is the Donald Trump 

wing of the Republican Party 
— it’s dinosaurs,” Newman 
said of the measure’s sup-
porters. “They are actively 
trying to drag us backwards.”

NOV. 3 BALLOT

Prop 20: Will Californians go back  
to their ‘tough on crime’ past?

Mike Brown, a spokesman 
for the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco, said the exorcism 
was an attempt to bless the 
area where the statue once 
stood.

“The idea is that there 
was evil present, either dur-
ing that event or because 
of that event, so he’s driv-
ing that away with prayer,” 
Brown said.

San Rafael police on Mon-
day arrested five people ac-
cused of felony vandalism in 
connection with the destruc-
tion of the statue.

Almost 50 people at-
tended the demonstration, 
which took place on the fed-
erally recognized Colum-
bus Day holiday, to protest 
against the colonization and 
treatment of Native Ameri-
cans.

About 30 minutes into 
the protest, a small group of 
demonstrators removed pro-
tective tape that was cover-
ing the Serra statue and 
threw red paint on it. The 
demonstrators also covered 
the statue with spray paint 

and wrote the word “rape” 
on it.

Protesters then tied straps 
around the neck of the statue 
and pulled it down, breaking 
it at the ankles.

According to Brown, 
church leaders were not 
asked by the demonstra-
tors to take down the Serra 
statue prior to the protest. 
Cordileone has denounced 
the incident, saying in a 
written statement that the 
statue was “mindlessly de-
faced and toppled by a small, 

violent mob.”
“This kind of behavior 

has no place in a civilized 
society,” Cordileone said, 
noting that other Catholic 
statues have recently been 
destroyed. A group of pro-
testers in June toppled a 
statue of Serra in San Fran-
cisco’s Golden Gate Park.

Such incidents should not 
be “treated as small property 
crimes,” Cordileone said.

“The symbols of our faith 
are now under attack not 
only on public property, 
but now on our own prop-
erty and even inside of our 
churches,” he said. “We can-
not allow a small, unelected 
group of lawbreakers to de-
cide what sacred symbols we 

Catholics or other believers 
may display and use to fos-
ter our faith.”

Cordileone said Native 
Americans “suffered under 
Europeans who came here 
and their descendants, es-
pecially after the mission 
era ended and California en-
tered into the United States.” 
But Serra, he said, should not 
be seen “as the icon of op-
pression of the Indians.”

“Fr. Serra and his fel-
low Franciscans renounced 
all worldly pursuits to give 
their lives to serving the na-
tive peoples and so protected 
them from the abuses of 
their fellow Spaniards,” he 
said. “To look to Fr. Serra as 
the icon of oppression of the 
Indians is akin to doing the 
same with Abraham Lincoln 
and the institution of slavery 
in the United States.”

Sgt. Justin Graham said 
San Rafael police knew the 
protest was planned and 
talked with church lead-
ers about how to handle it. 
He said the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco asked police 
to use de-escalation tech-
niques and to minimize in-
teractions that could lead to 
use of force.

“We decided not to get di-
rectly involved or interact 
with the demonstration be-
cause we did not want to in-
flame or escalate the situa-
tion,” Graham said in a state-
ment.

Exorcism
FROM PAGE 1
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Archbishop of San Francisco Salvatore Joseph Cordileone, 
right,  reads an exorcism prayer at the site where a 
Junipero Serra statue was torn down by protesters at St. 
Raphael Catholic Church in San Rafael.
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Detainees wait in a cell for an appearance in Sacramento 
County Superior Court. Voters will consider rolling back a 
host of criminal justice changes in Proposition 20.

“The applicant has not 
shown that it has adequately 
analyzed alternative sites 
that are in line with the pol-
icy,” Connolly added. “The 
record does not demon-
strate that other more suit-
able sites are unavailable or 
technically infeasible. Addi-
tionally, the applicant has 
not shown a significant gap 
in coverage.”

Carl Jones, an AT&T 
representative, however, 
said that his company had 
“shown that we have a sig-
nificant gap in coverage in 
this particular area.”

Aaron Shank, an attor-
ney representing AT&T, 
said, “We did work closely 
with the county in an effort 
to identify alternative sites.”

On Tuesday, shortly be-
fore the hearing, AT&T sub-
mitted construction draw-
ings for an alternative pro-
posal to construct a wireless 
antenna disguised as a pine 
tree, a “monopine,” on a 
southern portion of the 
church’s property. Under fed-
eral law, the county had un-
til Oct. 31 to rule on AT&T’s 
application. Shank said if the 
county needed more time to 
consider the monopine de-
sign AT&T would agree not 
to take any legal action in 
the meantime.

Immanuel Bereket, a 
county planner handling the 
application, said, “The alter-
native projects the applicant 
mentioned in his application 
are substantially incomplete 
with any of our submittal re-
quirements. Each revision 
lack any kind of technical 
studies needed to review the 
application.”

Tower
FROM PAGE 3

Cumulative coronavirus data as of Saturday for Marin 
County. The first Marin case was reported March 8.
Confirmed cases: 4,762 (+19)
Deaths: 96
Tests performed: 87,931
Current hospitalizations: 8
Total hospitalizations: 147
Recovered: 4,491
Source: Marin County Health and Human Services

Marin coronavirus update 
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By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com

Six people accused of tearing 
down a statue outside a San Rafael 
church last week could face hate 
crime charges, police said.

The incident occurred Oct. 12 
during an Indigenous Peoples 
Day demonstration outside of St. 
Raphael Catholic Church on Fifth 
Avenue. Police said a small group of 
protesters painted and destroyed 
the church’s statue of Junipero 
Serra, an 18th-century Catholic 
priest who founded nine of Cali-
fornia’s missions.

San Rafael police officers ar-
rested five people at the scene on 
allegations of felony vandalism. Po-
lice Chief Diana Bishop said her de-
partment has submitted the case 
to the Marin County District At-
torney’s office for possible prose-
cution, and has also recommended 
charges for a sixth person who was 
later identified by police.

In addition to the felony van-
dalism allegations, police have 
recommended a separate charge 
of vandalism to a place of wor-
ship for each of the six suspects, 
Bishop said. She noted that such a 
charge is considered a hate crime. 
Under state law, vandalism is con-
sidered a felony if the damage ex-
ceeds $400.

District Attorney Lori Frugoli 
said Wednesday that her office was 
reviewing the case and had not yet 
made a decision about whether to 
pursue criminal charges.

SAN RAFAEL

Police call 
attack on 
church a 
hate crime

By Keri Brenner
kbrenner@marinij.com

Branson School in Ross will 
run a pilot test next month of 
a new contact tracing app de-
signed to allow high schools to 
have a safer return to campus 
after many months of distance 
learning.

About 15 faculty members and 
50 students will test MarinTrace, 
a cellphone and website app cre-
ated by Branson senior Amrit 
Paveja and Beck Lorsch, a senior 
at Marin Academy in San Rafael.

MarinTrace, which the two 
17-year-olds created in about 350 
hours combined over the sum-
mer, allows high schoolers to self-
report any COVID-19 symptoms 
or positive test results in a secure 
and private manner.

Once symptoms or a positive 
test are reported, the app emails 
the school’s COVID coordinator 
or top administrator, who can 
then notify parents with instruc-
tions to keep the student home 
or get tested. From there, the 
app will show a list of likely stu-
dent and faculty contacts within 

the reporting student’s orbit. All 
classes, schedules and students 
in the reporting student’s cohort 
are already logged into the app’s 
encrypted and secure algorithm.

“That’s the cool thing about it 
— the app will contact trace,” said 
Chris Mazzola, Branson’s top ad-
minstrator. “The way we’ve coded 
it, they have everybody loaded 
into the system. So when a posi-
tive pops up, the algorithm puts 
forth all the people that that per-
son could have come into contact 
with.”

If the monthlong beta test re-

sults are promising, Branson ex-
pects to launch the app for all its 
320 students in December or Jan-
uary, Mazzola said.

“I was very impressed with 
Amrit’s and Beck’s dedication, 
hard work, thoughtfulness and 
technical skills,” said Dr. Lisa 
Santora, Marin deputy public 
health officer, after the two se-
niors presented MarinTrace to 
her a few weeks ago. “We are for-
tunate to have students working 
together with us to get students 
back into the classroom.”

COVID-19 DEFENSE

TEEN VIRUS FIGHTERS
Marin students create cellphone app for contact tracing

PHOTOS BY SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

Amrit Paveja, a senior at Branson School in Ross, and Beck Lorsch, a senior at Marin Academy in San Rafael, spent hundreds of hours 
developing an app to help track the potential spread of the coronavirus.

By Don Thompson
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO >> A California ap-
peals court has ordered state cor-
rections officials to cut the popula-

tion of San Quentin State Prison to 
less than half of its designed capac-
ity, citing officials’ “deliberate in-
difference” to the plight of inmates 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

State prison officials said 

Wednesday that they are decid-
ing whether to appeal the order, 
which otherwise will force them 
to parole or transfer about 1,100 
inmates.

California’s oldest prison, home 
to its death row, was the site of one 
of the nation’s worst coronavirus 
outbreaks, with 28 inmate deaths 
and 2,200 infections at its peak — 
about 75% of the inmate popula-
tion. 

SAN QUENTIN

Court: Prisoners must move
Demonstrators 
protest outside 
San Quentin 
State Prison 
in July over 
its handling 
of a major 
coronavirus 
outbreak. 

SHERRY LAVARS 
— MARIN 
INDEPENDENT 
JOURNAL
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Novato drug dealer 
gets 10-year term

Novato drug dealer has 
been sentenced to 10 years 
in prison in a methamphet-
amine distribution case.

U.S. District Judge Wil-
liam Alsup sentenced Tim-
othy Melchoir, 33, on Tues-
day to the prison time and 
a five-year period of super-
vised release.

Melchoir was arrested 
on Oct. 30, 2018, after in-
vestigators raided his home 
in Ignacio. Detectives with 
the Major Crimes Task 
Force obtained search war-
rants after a three-month 
drug investigation led 
them to Melchoir, who was 
identified as the supplier.

During the raid, de-
tectives found nearly 200 
grams of methamphet-
amine, along with her-
oin and marijuana, multi-
ple cellphones and laptops 
and approximately $12,000 
in cash. Investigators also 
found that Melchoir pos-
sessed $85,000 in his bank 
account despite being un-
employed. That money was 
later seized as part of the 
investigation, the Marin 
County Sheriff’s Office said.

Melchoir has nine crim-
inal convictions, includ-
ing possession of narcotics, 
burglary, evading police 
and car theft. In 2018, he 
pleaded guilty to charges 
of possession with intent 
to distribute methamphet-
amine.

MILL VALLEY

Suspect arrested in 
theft at pharmacy

Deputies arrested a sus-
pect accused of stealing 
$4,000 worth of Xanax 
from a Walgreens.

The incident was re-
ported around 9 p.m. Tues-
day at 227 Shoreline High-
way in Tam Junction. Au-
thorities were told that a 
man jumped over the phar-
macy counter and stole 
drugs, Marin County sher-
iff’s Sgt. Brenton Schneider 
said. The suspect, Dariece 
Sims, 29, of San Rafael, 
was found in possession of 
two large bottles of Xanax 
and other drug parapher-
nalia.

He was booked into 
Marin County Jail on sus-
picion of burglary and rob-
bery. He remained in cus-
tody Wednesday in lieu of 
$50,000.

City Council extends 
leash law deliberation

The City Council held off 
on voting to add restric-
tions to dog leash laws this 

week.
The council decided 

Monday to direct staff to 
tighten up the language 
and bring an updated pro-
posal to its next meeting.

The proposed leash laws 
would have required pro-
fessional and recreational 
dog walkers to main-
tain their dogs on a leash 
at all times unless on a fire 
road or at the dog park.

The regulations also 
would have required that 
professional dog walkers 
who walk more than three 
dogs apply for a permit, 
which is consistent with 
the county regulation.

The council is scheduled 
to meet again at 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 2. More information is 
at cityofmillvalley.org.

SAN RAFAEL

Police: Parking officer 
attacked by driver

A Novato man was ar-
rested Tuesday in San Ra-
fael after allegedly assault-
ing a parking enforcement 
officer, police said.

The crime was reported 
around 2:30 p.m. on Fair-
fax Street in the Canal 
neighborhood, San Rafael 
police Lt. Dan Fink said. 
The parking attendant re-
ported that he was looking 
for parking violations when 
a man attacked him.

Jonathan Alcantara, 32, 
of Novato was accused of 
spitting on and punching 
the window of the parking 
attendant’s vehicle. Alcan-
tara also allegedly got into 
his car and drove into the 
attendant’s vehicle.

The attendant said 
he believed the suspect 
thought his car was being 
ticketed, Fink said. There 
were no reported injuries.

Alcantara was booked 
into Marin County Jail on 
assault allegations and sus-
picion of driving while in-
toxicated. He remained in 
custody Wednesday in lieu 
of $50,000 bail.

In your town
A one-week snapshot of 
recent sales in Marin.
                         DETACHED
 2019 2020
Average $1.7M $1.96M
Median $1.4M $1.39M
Sales 53 49
ADOM* 47 27
Highest $5.6M $8.2M

 CONDOMINIUMS
 2019 2020
Average $698,275 $776,813
Median $588,000 $755,000
Sales 16 8
ADOM* 42 83
Highest $1.47M $1.25M
2019: Oct. 15-21
2020: Oct. 13-19
*Average Days On Market
**Sales Price/List Price
Source: Patti Cohn, Compass 
compass.com

REAL ESTATE WATCH

Cumulative coronavirus data as of Wednesday for Marin 
County. The first Marin case was reported March 8.
Confirmed cases: 4,799 (+2)
Deaths: 100
Tests performed: 91,188
Current hospitalizations: 5
Total hospitalizations: 169
Recovered: 4,548
Source: Marin County Health and Human Services

Marin coronavirus update

“There have been five to 
seven people working on 
the project full time since 
we began implementation,” 
Nicholson said.

Other estimates run 
even higher.

Massey said there has 
been a core team of 12 
county employees working 
on the project since she 
joined the county in May 
2018. On Tuesday, Leckey 
thanked a dozen county 
employees for their contri-
bution to the project.

“Certainly an exten-
sive number of staff hours 
has gone into the proj-
ect,” Nicholson said. “It’s 
just that we didn’t hire ex-
tra people to backfill for 
them. Departments strug-
gled with that. They had to 
figure out how to do their 
regular work with their 
employees on the ATOM 
project.”

Nicholson said the in-
stallation might have been 
completed earlier this year 
had it not been for the ad-
ditional demands on staff 
time made by the CO-
VID-19 health emergency.

Nicholson was assigned 
new emergency manage-

ment duties when the CO-
VID-19 health emergency 
hit, making it necessary to 
hire Leckey.

“Once COVID hit, there 
was no way I could do 
both,” she said.

Nicholson began over-
seeing the project after 
Tim Flanagan, the IT de-
partment’s enterprise sys-
tems manager, left for a job 
in Solano County in Janu-
ary 2019.

Nicholson said the big-
gest delay, however, was Ty-
ler’s acquisition of Execu-
time, a third-party vendor. 
The county’s contract with 
Tyler included a license 
with Executime for soft-

ware that will allow county 
employees to fill out their 
time cards digitally. After 
Tyler acquired Executime 
in the summer of 2016, the 
Executime software had to 
be integrated with Tyler’s 
existing systems.

If the project goes live 
as scheduled in January, 
Leckey told supervisors 
the county can begin its 
next task, which will have 
to be completed by the end 
of 2021: upgrading the en-
tire system.

“It’s a fair amount of 
work to do,” he said. “But 
trust me, it is nothing like 
your original implementa-
tion.”

Payroll
FROM PAGE 3

building be vacated and she 
can board it up, tear it down 
by taking a wrecking ball to 
it as she and Lewis planned 
to eventually tear it down.”

Stuart also alleges that 
Chan caused a backlog in 
public housing accounting 
that she had to spend hours 
correcting. Stuart said it in-
volved about $160,000 in 
incorrect data entry on in-
voices.

“They have been ha-
rassing me because I was 
named in that lawsuit and 
they know I have nothing 
to do with it,” she said. “I’m 
named because that’s my 

position. And they should 
have just left it at that. But 
instead, they want a scape-
goat.

“I think that the housing 
authority, you know, basi-
cally removed a manager 
for no good reason,” she 
said in an interview. “And 
now the housing author-
ity doesn’t have a manager. 
They don’t have anyone at 
all Golden Gate Village.”

Stanley Goff, an attor-
ney for the neighborhood 
plaintiffs, said he plans to 
add Carroll and Chan as de-
fendants based on the state-
ment by Stuart. He said Stu-
art is still a defendant in the 
lawsuit, despite blowing a 
whistle.

“It is going to be very 
helpful to our case,” Goff 

said. “She is an insider 
who knows what happened 
and what occurred. She is 
a directed eyewitness who 
stated her testimony, under 
penalty of perjury, that the 
Marin Housing Authority 
executives have engaged in 
conduct that has had a dis-
parate impact on African-
Americans that would con-
stitute as racial discrimina-
tion.”

Marin County Counsel 
Brian Washington said the 
housing authority takes the 
allegations seriously but has 
no reason to believe they 
are true. Chan, Jordan and 
Carroll did not respond to 
questions about the allega-
tions.

“MHA cannot comment 
further, but will investi-

gate these matters,” Wash-
ington said. “These alle-
gations do not reflect our 
practices, our values, or 
our community. We are fo-
cused on serving our resi-
dents and maintaining our 
various properties includ-
ing Golden Gate Village.

“We will continue to ad-
vance the goals of the revi-
talization project to ensure 
current and future resi-
dents have a safe and com-
fortable place to call home.”

Stuart said she informed 
the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
about her allegations and 
requested an investigation.

Eduardo Cabrera, a de-
partment spokesperson, 
declined to comment, cit-
ing the ongoing litigation.

Lawsuit
FROM PAGE 3

Santora said she will 
meet with Branson leader-
ship after the pilot test “to 
determine if this is a po-
tential tool to deploy across 
public secondary schools in 
Marin County.”

Earlier this month, all 
Marin public high schools 
said they will wait un-
til January to launch any 
in-person classroom in-
struction, likely in a hy-
brid mode that mixes on-
campus classes with dis-
tance learning.

Branson reopened this 
week to almost all stu-
dents for full in-person 
classroom learning four 
days per week, with dis-
tance learning on Wednes-
days. About 20 students 
are remaining home be-
cause of family members 
who have issues such as 
compromised immune 
systems, Mazzola said.

The school already has 
all its students use a ba-
sic cellphone virus screen-
ing and visitor check-in 
app called VisitU.com. 
According to Mazzola, 
MarinTrace performs all 
the screening and check-
in functions of VisitU.com, 
but also adds in the con-
tact tracing self-reporting 
piece.

Most significantly, the 
secure nature of the app’s 
self-reporting function re-
moves any stigma about 
contracting the virus — as 
well as offering emotional 
security to students that 
their privacy will be pro-
tected, Mazzola said.

“They wanted to create 
a system that would al-
low students to be able to 

self-report, be able to put 
in whether they were pos-
itive or negative and not 
have that be stigmatized,” 
she said.

Before coming to school 
each day, a student fills 
out the MarinTrace health 
assessment, answering all 
the usual questions about 
fevers, symptoms or con-
tacts with anyone with a 
cough or trouble breath-
ing, for example.

The student then shows 
the completed assessment 
when he or she arrives in 
order to be admitted to 
class.

If the student self-re-
ports a symptom or posi-
tive test, officials then are 
notified immediately and 
able to take action.

In April, when all 
schools — and particularly 
high schools, which have 
multiple class changes 
and lots of potential co-
hort mixings on a daily ba-
sis — were trying to figure 
out how to resume in-per-
son instruction, Mazzola 
approached Paveja for 
help. She knew Paveja, in 
his freshman year, had al-

ready designed and built 
Branson a successful app 
that helped students mas-
ter that year’s complicated 
new class schedule.

Paveja, a San Francisco 
resident, enlisted Lorsch, 
a Tiburon friend and his 
partner in several other 
app development projects, 
to address the challenge. 
The two friends attended 
a Marin County-sponsored 
forum where they heard of 
the harrowing struggles 
students, teachers and 
families were having try-
ing to adjust to the over-
whelming responsibilities 
of homeschooling and dis-
tance learning.

“We saw the challenges 
that distance learning was 
having on our commu-
nity,” Paveja said. “We saw 
the impact that it was hav-
ing on our peers’ mental 
health and even their abil-
ity to learn. So we figured, 
why don’t we create some-
thing that allows schools 
to be open as quickly and 
as safely as possible — so 
we can eliminate the chal-
lenges of distance learn-
ing.”

Paveja and Lorsch, who 
will continue to operate 
and monitor the app as 
it is used, said they are 
charging each school $100 
per month as a hosting 
fee — thousands less than 
similar commercial prod-
ucts currently available.

“They’re not creating 
the app with the idea they 
will make a lot of money 
or become famous,” Maz-
zola said. “They’re doing 
it with the idea of helping 
their peers.”

Paveja said the $100 fee 
per school will allow them 
to just break even.

“We saw how this situ-
ation was impacting our 
friends,” he said. “This is 
more about making a dif-
ference than making a 
quick buck.”

In addition to self-re-
porting any symptoms or 
test results, students can 
also opt-in to report any 
contacts with their peers 
that are outside of their 
class cohort or virus bub-
ble, Lorsch said.

“If you talk to someone 
in the hallway that you 
don’t have a class with, 
you can quickly report 
that,” he noted. The app 
keeps a log of all contacts 
outside the cohort.

The app also has a sep-
arate dashboard for ad-
ministrators to be able 
to monitor the virus sta-
tus for the entire school. 
Other sections of the app 
allow it to operate via a 
computer website or other 
device.

“It will work from any-
thing that has internet,” 
Lorsch said.

In April, before their 
work on MarinTrace, 
Paveja and Lorsch won 
a top award at the 2020 
Global Hackathon. Their 

App
FROM PAGE 1

Police said about 40 
people attended the pro-
test outside of St. Raphael, 
which began around 5 p.m. 
on the federal Columbus 
Day holiday. About a half 
hour after the demonstra-
tion kicked off, two people 
approached the Serra statue 
and threw red paint on it, 
said Sgt. Justin Graham.

Then “additional sus-
pects became involved,” he 
said. Some spray painted 
the statue, writing the 
word “rape” on it. A group 
of people tied ropes around 
the sculpture and pulled it 
down, Graham said.

The organizers of the 
demonstration never in-
tended to vandalize the 
statue, said Lucina Vidauri, 
who helped plan the event. 
She said the demonstration 
was a celebration of Indig-
enous Peoples Day and a 
protest of the way Native 
Americans were treated 
by European missionaries. 
The demonstrators were 
also calling for the church 
to remove the Serra statue, 
she said. Protest organiz-
ers said Serra contributed 

to the destruction of Native 
American cultures.

“It just got carried away,” 
Vidauri said.

Mike Brown, a spokes-
man for the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco, said church 
leaders had not been asked 
by the protesters to take 
down the statue prior to 
the demonstration.

Vidauri said she was 
not involved with the van-
dalism. Police cited Oak-
land residents Ines Shiam 
Gardilcic, 40, and Victo-
ria Eva Montanopena, 29; 
Melissa Aguilar, 36, of No-
vato; Mayorgi Nadeska Del-
gadillo, 36, of San Rafael; 
and Moira Cribben Van 
de Walker, 25 of San An-
selmo. Bishop declined to 
name the sixth suspect be-
cause the person was not 
arrested or cited.

The San Rafael Police 
Department has faced 
scrutiny for its handling 
of the incident. Mayor 
Gary Phillips said he was 
initially shocked to learn 
“there were officers stand-
ing nearby” while the dem-
onstrators tore down the 
statue. But after a meeting 
with police, he said he felt 
“comfortable that what was 
done was appropriate.”

According to Graham, 

police knew the protest 
was planned about a week 
in advance, and knew it 
might include vandalism 
to the statue. He said before 
the event, police met with 
church leaders, who asked 
the officers to use de-esca-
lation techniques and to 
minimize interactions that 
could lead to use of force 
during the protest.

“We decided not to get 
directly involved or inter-
act with the demonstration 
because we did not want to 
inflame or escalate the sit-
uation,” Graham said. “If 
there was a violent alter-
cation, a physical fight, we 
would have intervened, no 
question.”

Bishop told the City 
Council she understands 
why some people are up-
set about the way officers 
handled the situation, but 
she said she was “proud” 
of the way the department 
planned its reaction.

“It’s not last year,” she 
said. “It’s not the year be-
fore, how police officers see 
something and they just 
run into it and take care of 
it. That’s how we are pro-
grammed. That’s what we 
want to do. We have to be 
more thoughtful when a 
property crime is occur-

ring and a person is not be-
ing injured, and that’s what 
the plan was.”

Bishop said the five sus-
pects who were arrested at 
the scene of the incident 
were cited and released be-
cause of new coronavirus 
restrictions.

“If it wasn’t for COVID 
they would have been ar-
rested and taken to Marin 
County Jail,” Bishop said. 
She said police officers cap-
tured footage of the inci-
dent using body-worn cam-
eras “so we have great phys-
ical evidence for the district 
attorney’s office.”

San Francisco Arch-
bishop Salvatore Cordileone 
has denounced the vandal-
ism and said such incidents 
should not be “treated as 
small property crimes.”

“The symbols of our faith 
are now under attack,” he 
said last week, noting that 
other Catholic statues have 
recently been destroyed. A 
group of protesters in June 
toppled a statue of Serra 
in San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate Park.

Cordileone performed an 
exorcism on Saturday at the 
site where the statue was 
toppled. Brown said the cer-
emony was aimed at “driv-
ing away” evil.

Statue
FROM PAGE 1

The MarinTrace coronavirus tracking app lets students 
confidentially report symptoms or positive test results to 
school administrators. 
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By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com

Marin County Public Health Officer Matt Wil-
lis announced Friday that he is moving in tan-
dem with other Bay Area counties to tighten 
restrictions due to troubling local increases in 
COVID-19 infections.

“We are making a decision to adopt red tier 
policies preemptively because our case num-
bers are increasing so dramatically,” Willis said. 
“The projections are we could even be mov-
ing into the purple tier before the end of the 
month.”

Willis said effective Tuesday he is direct-
ing all bars and breweries and indoor pools to 
close. Restaurants, movie theater concessions 
and food courts must suspend indoor service. 
San Francisco banned indoor dining earlier this 
week.

“As COVID-19 rates increase, indoor environ-
ments where facial covering is not used, like 
restaurants, become less safe because there’s a 
higher probability that you’re sharing the space 
with someone who is infected,” Willis said in 
a statement. “This isn’t limited to the business 
environment but applies to holiday gatherings 
and travel as well.”

Many other Marin businesses are also af-
fected by the order. Retail stores and malls 
must reduce their capacity to 50%. Museums 
and places of worship must cut capacity to 25%. 
Gyms and fitness centers must reduce capac-
ity to 10%.

Several venues — wineries, family enter-

MARIN COUNTY

Tighter 
operating 
rules for 
business
Surge in virus infections 
prompts new restrictions

By Rong-Gong Lin II
Los Angeles Times

How should Thanksgiving be celebrated in the 
middle of the worst global pandemic in a cen-
tury?

As safely as possible, experts say. Think small, 
and stay at home.

Thanksgiving offers profound risks if large 
numbers of guests hailing from different house-
holds — especially those traveling from far away 
— gather. Those who are elderly or have underly-
ing medical conditions are at particular risk for 
severe illness or death should they be infected 
with the coronavirus.

The warnings come as the governors of Cali-
fornia, Oregon and Washington issued travel ad-

HEALTH EXPERTS

Say ‘no thanks’ 
to unsafe parties 
on Thanksgiving
Virus risks heightened when 
different households gather

Inside: Newsom sorry for attending multi-
household dinner. Page A4

Lottery ............A2 Obituaries .......A9 Opinion ........... A11 Religion ...........B2 Sports ...............C1 Classifieds ......C4INDEX

Find additional photos, albums 
and links to our videos that 
can enhance local stories.
MARINIJ.COM

ONLINE

Get more of the story 
by visiting our website

Progressives are pressuring 
President-elect Joe Biden to 
embrace their policy solutions 
to major issues. PAGE A7

POLITICS

Progressives look to make 
mark on White House

Trump offered an update on the 
race for a vaccine for the resur-
gent coronavirus, while gliding 
over challenges to come. PAGE A6

WHITE HOUSE

Trump gives upbeat 
COVID-19 vaccine update

By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com

Marin County prosecu-
tors have filed felony vandal-
ism charges against five peo-
ple accused of tearing down 
a statue outside of a San Ra-
fael church last month, but 
the suspects will not face 
hate crime charges recom-
mended by police.

The five suspects caused 
at least $10,000 in damage 
in connection with the Oct. 
12 incident at St. Raphael 
Catholic Church on Fifth 

Avenue, according to a com-
plaint filed Thursday by the 
Marin County District At-
torney’s Office. Under state 
law, vandalism is consid-
ered a felony if the damage 
exceeds $400.

The incident occurred 
during an Indigenous Peo-
ples Day demonstration 
outside of the church. Po-
lice said a small group of 
protesters painted and de-
stroyed the church’s statue 
of Junipero Serra, an 18th-
century Catholic priest who 
founded nine of California’s 

missions.
Melissa Aguilar, Mayorgi 

Nadieska Delgadille, Vic-

toria Eva Montano Pena, 
Moira Van de Walker and 

SAN RAFAEL

Five charged in church vandalism case

DOUGLAS ZIMMERMAN — SPECIAL TO THE MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 

Protesters poured red paint on a statue of Junipero Serra 
and knocked it off its foundation. 

By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com

Brian White could see 
flames torching the house 
behind his fence, sending 
a column of smoke billow-
ing into the sky, but he knew 
there would be no sense try-
ing to call 911.

Pacific Gas and Electric 
Co. had shut off the power 
in most of Sleepy Hollow 
because of dangerous fire 
weather. White’s landline 
wasn’t working during the 
outage and cellphone ser-
vice is scarce in the remote 
San Anselmo neighborhood, 
so he rounded up his son 
and two neighbors and they 
began spraying water on the 
fire with garden hoses.

When firefighters arrived 

to the blaze at 41 Dutch 
Valley Lane, they found 
96-year-old Jean Kinney 
dead inside the home. The 
fire, which started shortly 
before 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 26, 
served as a grim reminder 
for some Sleepy Hollow res-
idents that reporting an 
emergency from their neigh-
borhood can in some cases 
be troublingly difficult.

The first 911 call came 
from a gardener working in 
the neighborhood, who ran 
up a hill in order to get cell-
phone service, said Marin 
County fire Battalion Chief 
Bret McTigue.

“I don’t know how long 
the delay was, but that did 
delay the 911 report,” Mc-
Tigue said.

The National Weather 

Service had issued a “red 
flag” warning for fire dan-
ger that day. Meteorolo-
gists had predicted strong 
offshore winds and low hu-
midity, a familiar October 
weather pattern that has 
set the stage for some of 
Northern California’s most 

destructive wildfires.
Inside the Marin County 

Office of Emergency Ser-
vices, officials were prepar-
ing to order evacuations in 
Sleepy Hollow if the house 
fire turned into a wildfire, 
said Woody Baker-Cohn, a 

SAN ANSELMO

Fatal fire raises concerns 
about cellphone coverage

SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 

Retired San Francisco firefighter Dan Dunnigan saw 
the Sleepy Hollow fire, but had to look for a spot to get 
cellphone service to call 911.

ALAN DEP — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 

A firefighter walks back to his engine after a fire in the Sleepy Hollow neighborhood of San Anselmo on Oct. 26. A resident 
died in the fire, which highlighted cellphone service problems in the area.
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1862 
During the Civil War, 
President Abraham Lin-
coln gave the go-ahead 
for Maj. Gen. Ambrose 
Burnside’s plan to 
capture the Confeder-
ate capital of Richmond; 
the resulting Battle of 
Fredericksburg proved a 
disaster for the Union..

1940 
During World War II, 
German planes de-
stroyed most of the 
English town of Cov-
entry.

1965 
The U.S. Army’s first 
major military opera-
tion of the Vietnam War 
began with the start of 
the five-day Battle of Ia 
Drang. 

1969 
Apollo 12 blasted off for 
the moon.

1970 
A chartered Southern 
Airways DC-9 crashed 
while trying to land in 
West Virginia, killing 
all 75 people on board, 
including the Marshall 
University football team 
and its coaching staff.

1990 
It was revealed that 
the pop duo Milli Vanilli 
(Rob Pilatus and Fabrice 
Morvan) had done none 
of the singing on their 
Grammy-winning debut 
album, “Girl You Know 
It’s True.”

Birthdays 
Former NASA astro-
naut Fred Haise is 
87. Composer Wendy 
Carlos is 81. Britain’s 
Prince Charles is 72. 
Rock singer-musician 
James Young (Styx) is 
71. Pianist Yanni is 66. 
Actor Patrick Warburton 
is 56. Rock singer Butch 
Walker is 51. Actor Olga 
Kurylenko is 41. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3 Afternoon:  
1, 0, 1
Daily 3 Evening: 2, 1, 4
Daily 4: 5, 4, 4, 0
Fantasy 5:  
11, 12, 14, 21, 22
Daily Derby
1st: 9, Winning Spirit
2nd: 12, Lucky Charms
3rd: 8, Gorgeous George
Race Time: 1:42.96

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing: 
6, 7, 11, 29, 38
Mega Number: 23
Today’s estimated 
jackpot: $26 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Wednesday’s drawing: 
6, 7, 14, 28, 59
Mega Number: 7
Friday’s estimated 
jackpot: $165 million

POWERBALL
Friday’s drawing: 
13, 15, 17, 45, 63
Mega Number: 13
Today’s estimated 
jackpot: $168 million

LOTTERY

Gillian Anderson 
brings ‘Iron Lady’ 
to ‘The Crown’
Gillian Anderson’s 
portrayal of British 
political leader Marga-
ret Thatcher in “The 
Crown” was built step 
by step.
Olivia Colman, who 
as Queen Elizabeth 
II goes coif to coif 
with Thatcher, found 
Anderson’s Thatcher 
so uncanny that it was 
“quite scary.” The U.K.’s 
first female prime min-
ister and Conservative 
Party leader died at 87 
in 2013.
“Sitting opposite her, 
especially with the light 
behind her a bit, it was” 
— Colman paused, 
shivering dramatically 
and widening her eyes 
— “like she was there.”
— The Associated Press

Star report

Andrew Lester Mendle 
each face one count of fel-
ony vandalism.

San Rafael police ar-
rested Aguilar, Delgadille, 
Montano Pena and Van de 
Walker at the scene of the 
incident. Ines Shiam Gar-

dilcic, who was also ar-
rested, was not named in 
the complaint. Police rec-
ommended charges for all 
five people who were ar-
rested, in addition to Men-
dle, who was later identi-
fied as a suspect.

Police Chief Diana 
Bishop said her department 
recommended a charge of 
vandalism to a place of 
worship for each of the six 

suspects. She noted that 
such a charge is considered 
a hate crime.

In a letter to District At-
torney Lori Frugoli last 
month, San Francisco Arch-
bishop Salvatore Cordileone 
urged prosecutors to follow 
the San Rafael Police De-
partment’s recommenda-
tion to pursue hate crime 
charges.

“I am asking you to press 

charges to the full extent of 
the law,” Cordileone wrote.

In a statement on Friday, 
Cordileone said Frugoli’s 
decision to charge the sus-
pects was “a breakthrough 
moment for Catholics.”

“While a hate crime was 
not charged in this case, let 
us hope that this prosecu-
tion will nonetheless con-
tribute to putting an end 
to attacks on all houses of 

worship,” Cordileone said.
Frugoli did not immedi-

ately respond to requests 
for comment on Friday.

Bishop said Frugoli told 
her last week that prosecu-
tors didn’t have evidence to 
pursue hate crime charges, 
which would require proof 
of intent.

“Based on her explana-
tion, I agreed with the de-
cision,” Bishop said.

Vandalism
FROM PAGE 1

visories Friday urging peo-
ple entering their states or 
returning from outside the 
states to self-quarantine to 
slow the spread of the coro-
navirus, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s office said.

Testing before Thanks-
giving also isn’t a sure wave 
to stave off the spread of 
the illness, as people can 
be highly contagious even 
when showing no signs of 
illness.

A negative test “should 
not be used as a free pass to 
gather with others or to not 
follow the basic core public 
health measures that are 
essential to keeping us all 
healthy,” said Dr. Christina 
Ghaly, Los Angeles County’s 
director of health services.

That’s why the safest 
bet is to stick to your own 
household for the holiday 
this year, public health of-
ficials say.

“I know everybody 
wants to know what to do 
for Thanksgiving, and the 
basic answer — to be the 
Grinch who stole Thanks-
giving — is not to do it,” Dr. 
George Rutherford, an epi-
demiologist and infectious 
diseases expert at UC San 
Francisco, said at a recent 
campus town hall meeting.

“It’s just going to be my 
wife and me. I already told 
the kids, ‘Forget it,’ “ said 
Rutherford, who has six 
adult children.

Feel free to make a spe-
cial dinner. But to “host,” 
it’s safest to connect with 
extended friends and fam-
ily through video calls or 
the telephone, while keep-
ing in-person guests among 
only the members of your 
household.

California has seen sig-
nificant jumps in coronavi-
rus infections, hospitaliza-
tions and positive test rates, 
and officials expect deaths 
to rise too. “This much of an 
increase in cases may very 
well result in tremendous 
suffering and tragic deaths 
down the road,” said Bar-

bara Ferrer, the Los Ange-
les County director of pub-
lic health.

The advisories from the 
governors urge people to 
avoid non-essential out-of-
state travel, ask people to 
self-quarantine for 14 days 
after arriving from an-
other state or country and 
encourage residents to stay 
local, a statement said.

“California just sur-
passed a sobering thresh-
old – one million COVID-19 
cases – with no signs of the 
virus slowing down,” New-
som wrote. “Increased 
cases are adding pressure 
on our hospital systems and 
threatening the lives of se-
niors, essential workers and 
vulnerable Californians.”

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
said in a social media video 
Thursday, “If we do not act 
immediately we will soon 
reach a breaking point.”

Washington Gov. Jay 
Inslee sounded a similar 
warning.

“We have to rethink 
spending time with people 
from outside our house-
holds right now, including 
Thanksgiving and the De-
cember holidays,” he wrote 
on social media. “This is 

temporary. We will get back 
to normal. But right now, 
it is just too dangerous to 
gather.”

“Please choose to be part 
of the solution because 
it’s going to take all of us 
to avoid increased heart-
break,” Ferrer said. “We’re 
actually recommending 
this Thanksgiving be a stay-
at-home Thanksgiving.”

Ferrer said she won’t 
be driving this year for 
Thanksgiving to see her 
grandchildren, who live in 
a state that has a lot of coro-
navirus cases.

“It’s just not good idea. 
And I’ll be really sad about 
this. Like all of you, I wish 
things were really differ-
ent, but they’re not,” Fer-
rer said. “I don’t want to 
be one of the people that’s 
contributing to ... increas-
ing cases that could result 
in other people getting sick 
and even dying.”

Limiting gatherings to 
within your immediate 
household means only those 
who currently live with you 
and share common spaces 
in your housing unit, offi-
cials say. That doesn’t in-
clude college students or 
other family members who 

live elsewhere.
“Obviously, the prefer-

ence is for people not to be 
flying home for the holidays 
— for students or for oth-
ers,” Ferrer said.

Health officials nation-
ally and in California con-
tinue to urge people to 
avoid travel, which raises 
the risk of contracting and 
spreading the coronavirus.

If students do fly home, 
some colleges are recom-
mending they don’t return 
to campus until after the 
new year, Ferrer said, “so 
that you’re not really ex-
posing lots more people 
when you come back here 
to to finish out the semes-
ter.”

A person infected with 
the coronavirus on average 
goes on to infect two to four 
more people. One person 
can easily be responsible for 
the infection of more than 
1,000 people after 10 cycles 
of virus transmission.

Public health experts are 
extremely concerned about 
large gatherings during 
Thanksgiving as the vi-
rus surges nationally to re-
cord levels, with more than 
100,000 people infected ev-
ery day.

The pandemic’s first 
global spread coincided 
with a holiday quite like 
Thanksgiving in China: 
the Lunar New Year. Cel-
ebrations proceeded in 
Wuhan, the global epicen-
ter of the pandemic, even 
though there were ample 
warnings the virus was 
spreading. And it hitched 
a ride with travelers as 
they fled the region just 
before a quarantine was 
enforced.

Dinners have also been 
shown to be a big spreader 
of the coronavirus. Disease 
investigators in Arizona 
who studied an outbreak 
tied to 60 people found 
that many of the cases likely 
stemmed from transmis-
sion at an indoor potluck 
dinner, where attendees did 
not wear masks, and a sub-
sequent graduation dinner 
with more than two dozen 
attendees. Two of those who 
fell ill had to go to an emer-
gency room, and one re-
quired critical care.

California still generally 
prohibits large gatherings 
and has outlined the fol-
lowing requirements:

Gatherings are limited 
to no more than three 
households and for a du-
ration of no more than 
two hours. Gatherings are 
to be held outside; attend-
ees may go inside to use re-
strooms, which should be 
frequently sanitized. At-
tendees need to be able 
to maintain six feet of 
distance away from peo-
ple not in their house-
hold. As much as possible, 
food or beverages should 
be handed out in single-
serve disposable contain-
ers, and if not, should be 
served by someone who 
washes their hands often 
and wears a mask. Masks 
should be worn as often 
as possible, and removed 
only when eating or drink-
ing.If three households are 
coming together. Ruther-
ford said one idea to keep 
things safer is to assign 
each group its own table.

Distributed by Tribune 
News Service.
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county emergency services 
coordinator.

“Given the red flag, it 
was really a big concern,” 
he said.

But power outages also 
make it more difficult for 
officials to send out alerts 
about wildfires and other 
disasters, Baker-Cohn said.

If Sleepy Hollow res-
idents needed to evacu-
ate on Oct. 26, county of-
ficials would have sent out 
a “reverse-911” alert to cell-
phones in the area, Baker-
Cohn said. But in that case, 
“we only would’ve got to 
people with cell service,” 
he said. Others would have 
been notified by sheriff’s 
deputies blaring sirens and 
knocking on doors.

PG&E’s preempt ive 
power shutdowns have 
become a logistical chal-
lenge for officials man-
aging emergency alert 
systems. The shutoffs 
typically come during dan-
gerous fire weather in an 
effort to prevent the util-
ity’s electric equipment 
from sparking more wild-
fires. During a shutoff in 
October 2019 that lasted 
more than four days in 
some parts of the county, 
more than half of Marin’s 
cell towers stopped work-
ing. To Baker-Cohn’s sur-
prise, landlines were down 
too for many residences.

“It was really problem-
atic,” Baker-Cohn said.

PG&E aims to give tele-
communications compa-
nies at least 72 hours no-
tice before power shutoffs, 
said Deanna Contreras, a 
spokeswoman for the util-
ity.

“Since these critical facil-
ities support public safety, 
we give them advanced no-
tifications, prioritized res-

toration, additional com-
munications and other re-
sources,” Contreras said.

Baker-Cohn and other 
emergency managers are 
urging telecommunications 
companies, in turn, to no-
tify county officials when 
their cell towers aren’t 
working. But the compa-
nies have been reluctant 
to share such information, 
Baker-Cohn said.

For many Sleepy Hollow 
residents, cellphone service 
doesn’t reach their homes. 
Some rely on internet con-
nection to make calls, while 
others use landlines. But 
power outages can some-
times render those options 
useless.

“When people see smoke 
and their phone doesn’t 
work and their backup 
landline is down, that’s 
where you’re going to have 
major problems,” said Dan 
Dunnigan, a retired San 

Francisco firefighter who 
lives in Sleepy Hollow.

Dunnigan was walking 
home with his dog when 
he first caught a glimpse 
of the fire on Dutch Val-
ley Lane. When he realized 
that there were no firefight-
ers on scene, he turned 
around and began walking 
back up the hill he had just 
come down from, hoping to 
find a spot where he could 
place a 911 call.

“I’m looking down like, 
‘Oh my God, there are no si-
rens,'” Dunnigan said. “Not 
one siren.”

By 5 p.m., firefighters 
had doused the blaze and 
stopped it from spread-
ing beyond the house. 
The cause of the fire re-
mains under investigation, 
but investigators have de-
termined that it was not 
caused by a generator or an 
electrical problem, accord-
ing to Marin County fire 

Chief Jason Weber. The in-
vestigation won’t be closed 
until the county coroner’s 
division determines a cause 
of death for Kinney, he said. 
A man was also injured in 
the blaze.

White, who was shaken 
by the incident, stayed 
up late that night talking 
about the fire with his fam-
ily, shining flashlights in 
the dark. Eventually, they 
all went to sleep. But just 
after 4 a.m., White was 
jolted awake by the smell 
of smoke and the crackle 
of fire.

He pulled back the cur-
tains covering his bedroom 
window and again saw 
flames rocketing into the 
sky from the same neigh-
bors’ house.

“My heart sank,” he said.
White bolted out of his 

house in the dark and piled 
into his car with his dog, 
his wife and their three 

kids. He drove out of his 
driveway and blasted his 
car horn for several min-
utes, waking his neigh-
bors.

Firefighters put out the 
second blaze, which was a 
flare up from the fire the 
prior afternoon, within 
a half hour, according to 
Weber. But the blazes have 
left fire officials searching 
for solutions to the commu-
nication problem in Sleepy 
Hollow.

“We have to look at some 
alternatives,” Weber said. 
“We’re going to work with 
the cell companies to see if 
we can get some better cell 
coverage out there.”

Neighbors are also call-
ing for solutions. Melissa 
Lewis said she hopes a cell 
tower will be installed in 
Sleepy Hollow to boost cov-
erage.

White is advocating 
for emergency alarms in 
the neighborhood. He en-
visions “boxes where we 
could smash the glass and 
have some kind of siren.” 
He said call boxes with 
landline phones could also 
be installed throughout 
Sleepy Hollow.

Dunnigan hopes the 
county will install a cam-
era in the neighborhood 
and have a staff member 
monitor it during power 
shutoffs, looking for fires.

According to county Su-
pervisor Katie Rice, the 
Sleepy Hollow Fire District 
plans to issue weather ra-
dios to residents in the 
neighborhood. The devices 
can receive emergency 
alerts without relying on 
power.

The fire on Dutch Valley 
Lane “highlights the vul-
nerability of communities 
like Sleepy Hollow, which 
have poor to no cell service, 
and for whom landline ser-
vice … does not work dur-
ing power outages,” Rice 
said.
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Fire captains talk at the scene of a fire in the Sleepy Hollow neighborhood of San 
Anselmo on Oct. 26. A resident died in the fire, which highlighted cellphone service 
problems in the area.
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Travelers check in at the American Airlines terminal at the Los Angeles International 
Airport in May. The governors of California, Oregon and Washington urged people entering 
their states or returning from outside the states to self-quarantine to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus.
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