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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Protesters walk by a boarded-up Apple Store in downtown Palo Alto on June 1.

CITY HALL 

W ith the Midpeninsula 
already stirred up 
in recent days over 

the death of George Floyd at 
the hands of Minneapolis po-
lice, some local shops took 
precautions Tuesday as warn-
ings spread that organized 

looting rings could strike their 
businesses.

Around 6 p.m., racing to beat 
a newly instituted Palo Alto cur-
few of 8:30 p.m., two groups of 
contracted workers were sawing 
beams of wood as they board-
ed up a Gap clothing store and 

Burberry, the luxury fashion 
brand, at Stanford Shopping 
Center.

By then, the entrances of Vic-
toria’s Secret, Macy’s, Apple, 
Banana Republic and Neiman 
Marcus, among others, were al-
ready bolstered with thick slabs 

of wood. Bloomingdale’s, North 
Face, Tommy Bahama and Free 
People were among the upscale 
mall’s risk takers that chose not 
to barricade their doors Tuesday 
night.

Keeping watch over the 
shopping center, mall security 
guards were joined by a Palo 
Alto police unit. In recent days, 
Palo Alto police have been par-
ticularly concerned that looters 
might target the outdoor mall. 
On May 31, police received 
information that looters were 
planning to come to the mall, 
and within an hour, between 
50-100 cars arrived and circled 
the shopping center, a city press 

Curfew 
dropped 

after 
backlash

City manager said the 
decision was prompted 
by apparent threats to 
commercial districts 

by Gennady Sheyner

C ity Manager Ed Shikada’s 
sudden decision on Tues-
day to impose a curfew in 

Palo Alto until June 11 immedi-
ately faced a backlash from resi-
dents, civil rights advocates and 
former City Council members, 
who called the move a legally du-
bious police “overreach” that will 
chill free speech.

The curfew took effect Tuesday 
night and prohibited residents 
from being out in public between 
8:30 p.m. and 5 a.m. It was in-
tended to protect the city from 
organized rings of looters, whom 
police warned were targeting Palo 
Alto’s Stanford Shopping Center, 
among other retail areas. 

But after just one night, during 
which the city saw no violence 
or property damage, Shikada 
announced late Wednesday af-
ternoon that he and Police Chief 
Robert Jonsen would evaluate the 
status of the curfew on Thursday. 
He and Jonsen “hope to remove 
the curfew, if circumstances war-
rant, as of June 4,” the announce-
ment stated. They followed suit 
on Thursday morning with an 
announcement that the curfew is 
officially over.

Shikada told this news orga-
nization that the police had not 
made any arrests related to resi-
dents violating the curfew, which 

(continued on page 37)

Outrage, frustration spill onto the streets

W ith fists raised and signs 
held high, thousands 
of protesters marched 

through Menlo Park, Palo Alto 
and East Palo Alto this week 
against police brutality and rac-
ism in the wake of the death of 

George Floyd, who was killed 
while in Minneapolis police cus-
tody last week.

For some older residents, the 
demonstrations recalled prior 
ones — events they’d hoped to 
leave in the past, including the 

turmoil and unrest set off by the 
Rodney King beating — while for 
younger residents, this week was 
the first time many had stepped 
forward to organize action against 
injustice.

A protest on Wednesday af-
ternoon that started at Jack Far-
rell Park in East Palo Alto and 
ended about a mile away at Bell 
Street Park was the brainchild of 
15-year-old Alanna Stevenson.

“I felt like God was telling 
me: Use your voice and use the 
attitude and power you have to 
protest for what things are right,” 
Stevenson said in an interview. “I 
don’t care if my parents said ‘no,’ 
all respect to them, but I was still 
going to protest even if I had no 
one behind me or if I had every-
one behind me.”

By the time the Menlo-Ather-
ton High School student asked 

for her parents’ permission, she 
had already shared — from her 
phone, in her room, via her Ins-
tagram account — a digital flyer 
that quickly went viral within her 
community.

Menlo-Atherton’s Black Stu-
dent Union club shared the post 
on its own social media plat-
forms as did Youth United for 

(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 37)

Protesters march, take a knee, block highway to 
show solidarity with Black Lives Matter
by Lloyd Lee, Kate Bradshaw and Sue Dremann

Fearing looters, stores take  
action to protect property
Despite anticipated threats, no mass looting occurs  

in the Midpeninsula on first night of curfew
by Lloyd Lee
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Community Action (YUCA), an 
East Palo Alto-based youth orga-
nization focused on social justice 
and environmental issues, which 
also provided staff and other re-
sources on the day of the protest. 

Even the city’s police depart-
ment reached out to the Stevenson 

family and offered to help redi-
rect the flow of traffic as people 
marched.

The result on Wednesday was 
part demonstration, part sermon 
and part spoken word.

Hundreds of protesters chanted 
“No justice, no peace” (and some 
others attached, “No racist po-
lice”); a few prayers bookended 
the march; and a searing poem 
by 20-year-old Jacob Virges 

confronted a blunt truth: “They 
killin’ blacks so they can white 
out the truth and this is real/They 
said we trust in God on every dol-
lar bill.”

Shawneece Stevenson, Alanna’s 
mom, was a little caught off guard 
when she found out her daughter 
already sent a social media blast. 
But she wasn’t so surprised that 
Alanna, who went to her first 
march in East Palo Alto about 

eight years ago, would want to or-
ganize a protest.

“In East Palo Alto, we value 
kids’ voices,” Shawneece said.

“Someone reminded me of East 
Palo Alto history: It was youth 
who got Romic (Environmental 
Technologies) out of our commu-
nity. It was youth who made a big 
difference in the community,” she 
said, referring to the hazardous 
waste management firm in East 
Palo Alto that was shut down after 
members of YUCA filed a federal 
civil rights complaint.

Many young people, along 
with adults of East Palo Alto and 
the greater Bay Area, turned up 
Wednesday at Jack Farrell Park. 
Even those who didn’t know who 
exactly organized the protest 
knew what they had come for.

“The color of your skin 
shouldn’t be a reason for you 
to think something bad about 
somebody,” said Delores Moore, 
a 13-year-old East Palo Alto 
resident.

Moore, who saw the video of 
Floyd’s murder, remembers her 
experience with racial prejudice 
as early as kindergarden, when 
her peers refused to play with her 
because she was black.

Even for an injustice that oc-
curred 2,000 miles away, Saqqara 
Ruffin, 16, of Pinole, said it was 
important that people marched in 
East Palo Alto and “get the word 
out everywhere.”

“I have a black brother, I have 
a black father and I have black 

friends who are males at school,” 
Ruffin said. “The fact that this 
happens means that it can happen 
to my brother, it could happen to 
my black friends — it can hap-
pen to anybody and it’s just scary 
to think that it could happen to 
anyone.”

In multiple speeches at Jack 
Farrell and Bell Street, the el-
ders of the protest repeated to the 
younger generation of the crowd 
to enact change by voting.

“What you can do to stop this: 
vote,” Stephen Ashford, 45, shout-
ed. “If you don’t like Trump, vote 
him out.”

City leaders 
participate, but  
youth lead the way

W ednesday’s demonstra-
tion was but one of a 
series of protests that 

have taken place since last week, 
including a Sunday silent protest 
held outside of Town & Country 
Village shopping center in Palo 
Alto, where many condemned 
Floyd’s death from the corner 
of El Camino Real and Embar-
cadero Road.

Two rallies on Monday were 
also led by students. At a protest 
in Menlo Park’s Burgess Park, a 
group of people knelt on the lawn 
in total silence for nine minutes 
to mark the amount of time the 
Minneapolis police officer knelt 
on Floyd’s neck on May 25, kill-
ing him. Only the sounds from 

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hear an update from the 
Expanded Community Advisory Panel. It then plans to adopt an 
ordinance suspending the levy of assessment against businesses 
within the Downtown Business Improvement District; direct staff on 
next steps with the Sustainability and Climate Action Plan; consider 
establishing a pension funding policy; and discuss outdoor dining and 
retail. The virtual meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 8. It will 
be broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26, at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto, 
and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so 
by dialing 669-900-6833 and by using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will discuss COVID-19 
updates, the proposed 2020-21 budget and a performance evaluation 
of law firms, among other items. The virtual meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 9. The meeting will be broadcast on Cable TV 
Channel 28 and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by 
Zoom can do so by going to pausd.zoom.us/j/97888498129 or dialing 
669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 949 9734 6242.

POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE ... The committee is scheduled 
to discuss the status update of the business registry audit; get an 
update on the audit of parking funds; and consider delaying the review 
of the council’s travel policy protocols. The virtual meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9. Those wishing to participate by Zoom 
can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 968 7491 
2350.

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 
plans to review the 2021-2025 Capital Improvement Plan with a focus on 
whether it’s consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and discuss the 
economic analysis of potential changes to the city’s inclusionary below-
market-rate program. The virtual meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 10. It will be broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26 and 
midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by 
dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 950 2081 1983.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ...  The commission plans to 
discuss the response by the Human Services division to the COVID-19 
emergency; consider avenues for the commission to respond to the 
death of George Floyd and ongoing racial inequities and discuss the 
commission’s workplan. The virtual meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 11. Information for how to participate by Zoom was not 
immediately available but will be posted at paloaltoonline.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Protests
(continued from page 5)

Alanna Stevenson, 15, leads the Black Lives Matter protest down Bay Road while Larry Barnes marches 
next to her in East Palo Alto on June 3.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

R esponding to waves 
of protests against po-
lice brutality that have 

swept the nation, Palo Alto’s 
city leaders publicly on Mon-
day condemned the killing of 
George Floyd while in Minne-
apolis police custody and of-
fered their support to peaceful 
demonstrators.

Hours after protesters staged 
peaceful demonstrations in 
Menlo Park and Palo Alto, the 
city’s mayor, city manager and 
police chief all expressed sup-
port for those fighting for ra-
cial equality. City Manager Ed 
Shikada and Police Chief Rob-
ert Jonsen issued a joint state-
ment with Pastor Paul Bains of 
Saint Samuel Church in East 
Palo Alto (who serves as Palo 
Alto police chaplain) and the 
Rev. Kaloma Smith, chairman 
of the city’s Human Relations 
Commission and pastor of the 
University AME Zion Church 
in Palo Alto.

Peaceful events like those 
that took place in the city 
and their necessary calls for 
change, “should outshine the 
acts of violence taking place in 
several communities,” Shika-
da, Jonsen, Bains and Smith 
wrote in a statement.

“We condemn the actions and 
inaction of the police officers in 
Minnesota and we do not toler-
ate or condone this type of be-
havior in Palo Alto at any lev-
el,” they stated. “Their actions 
have had a tremendous impact 
on all police officers serving 
communities like Palo Alto all 
across our great nation.”

The Monday actions fol-
lowed a period in which the 
city has been facing its own 
questions about police brutal-
ity and transparency.

In December, the City Coun-
cil voted unanimously to revise 
the agreement with the city’s 
independent police auditor to 
specifically exclude internal 
personnel matters from the 
auditor’s purview. The action 
followed media reports about a 
high-level officer using a rac-
ist slur against another officer, 
who is black.

A month prior to that ac-
tion, the council approved a 
$572,500 settlement with a 
resident of the Buena Vista 
Mobile Home Park who was 
forcefully arrested in front of 
his home and mocked by the 
supervising officer. Days after 
that settlement, the city was hit 
with a claim for a July 2019 

incident in which a man was 
taken down and arrested in 
front of Happy Donuts — an 
altercation that had left him 
with a concussion and a broken 
orbital bone. The claim is seek-
ing $3.85 million in damages 
from the city.

The joint statement alluded 
to those incidents and said that 
no police department is “im-
mune from public scrutiny, nor 
should it be.”

“Even here in Palo Alto, the 
actions of a few officers in 
the past may have caused our 
community to question their 
commitment to the law and 
policy,” the four stated. “How-
ever, through mutual respect, 
trust and a deep regard for the 
Constitutional rights of all, we 
remain more steadfast today 
than ever to continue to support 
our community through these 
uncertain times.”

Speaking during Monday’s 
council meeting, Jonsen called 
Floyd’s death “a tragedy that 
shouldn’t have happened” and 
tied it to the nation’s broader 
racial disparities.

“Our country is failing to ad-
dress the core systemic prob-
lems that we’ve been facing for 
years,” Jonsen said. “We have 
made such little progress as a 
country in correcting the many 
of the racial and socioeconom-
ic disparities that contribute to 
the divisive breaks in the com-
munity that we’re seeing now.”

As a police chief, he said, he 
is also saddened and deeply 
concerned about the “welfare 
of the thousands of men and 
women in the law enforce-
ment profession who have al-
ways served this community 
with professionalism and re-
spect and are being violently 
attacked defending lawful 
protesters and property of oth-
ers, while also trying to main-
tain the peace throughout our 
country.”

Jonsen expressed apprecia-
tion for the peaceful demon-
strators, whom he called “a 
great example for others to fol-
low.” The department, he said, 
is committed to protecting 
all people who are exercising 
their right to peacefully dem-
onstrate. He also said the de-
partment will “hold personnel 
accountable when necessary” 
and provide transparency to 
enhance public trust. 

Staff Writer Gennady 
Sheyner can be emailed at 
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

City leaders condemn 
police brutality, vow to 
protect demonstrators
Police chief: Officers are committed to providing 

‘safe space’ for peaceful protesters
by Gennady Sheyner

nearby birds could be heard.
The protest was organized 

by 16-year-old Menlo-Atherton 
High School student Daniel Ro-
man, who said he was feeling 
frustrated.

Pulling together the demon-
stration was a first for him, and 
he was nervous, he said in an 
interview.

Like Stevenson, he created an 
online invitation to see if people 
would be interested in holding a 
small protest of 40 to 50 people. 
Word of the event quickly exploded 
after the May 29 invitation spread 
on social media, and by the time 
the event began, he said, RSVPs 
had ballooned to 430.

There to help lead the rally were 
more experienced activists: Henry 
Shane, a junior at Kehillah Jew-
ish High School in Palo Alto, and 
Erin Jinishian, a senior at Menlo-
Atherton. Shane and Jinishian 
met while working at True Food 
Kitchen in Palo Alto and began 
attending climate strike rallies 

together. They said they found 
the activism empowering and of-
fered their experience to Roman 
when they learned what he was 
planning.

They said they’d been worried 
the event could get unruly, though 
it didn’t.

“That’s the risk you take,” 
Jinishian said.”That’s part of 
protesting.”

Both Menlo Park’s mayor, Ce-
cilia Taylor, and police chief, 
Dave Bertini, offered remarks in 
support of the diverse group of 
protesters.

Taylor, the first African Ameri-
can woman to serve as mayor of 
Menlo Park, told attendees that 
she is the fourth generation in 
her family to experience racial 
profiling.

“That, for me, as an elected offi-
cial, I want to change while I’m in 
office. That’s a part of my duty,” 
she said. “I stand on the shoulders 
of my ancestors. But I hurt too. I 
fear for my stepsons’ lives. I fear 

for my nephews’ lives every day. 
... I fear for my husband’s life. 
And all I can do is pray, and make 
change with policy and continue 
to connect with people who want 
to have comprehensive conversa-
tions about change in America, 
about change in our cities, about 
change in our communities.”

Bertini said that the police offi-
cers present were there to protect 
the protesters. 

“We understand your anger,” 
he said. “We are here to keep you 
safe.”

Before and after the nine-min-
ute silence, people shouted chants 
such as “No justice! No peace! No 
racist police!” and “What do we 
want? Justice! When do we want 
it? Now!”

After the silent protest, the 
group marched from Burgess Park 
to El Camino Park in Palo Alto 
along Alma Street, where it recon-
vened for speeches and remarks 

(continued on page 13)

Ayinde Olukotun, Sydney Japic and Mariana Kessinger hold each other while protesters share a 
moment of silence and kneel in King Plaza in front of Palo Alto City Hall on June 1.
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Pastor Paul Bains chants into a megaphone during a Black Lives Matter protest in East Palo Alto  
on June 3.
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Walkup appointments available 
on Sunday, 6/7/2020, 2-4 PM.
Agents will be on site to answer 
questions.

Strict Compliance with Santa Clara 
County Health Directive in showings  
will be enforced:
•  A PEAD (Coronavirus Property Entry 

Advisory and Declaration) will be available 
for signature prior to entry

•  Entrants must have masks. Agents will 
provide booties, gloves, and hand sanitizer. 

•  Maximum (2) entrants per showing. An agent 
will accompany entrants while practicing 
social distancing

•  Showing limited to (15) minutes
•  Disclosures available upon request

New Price ~ $4,250,000  |  21 SOMERSET PLACE, PALO ALTO

Call or text! 
Michael Arikat DRE# 01431312
415-991-9517
Pasima Arikat DRE# 01974963
415-509-6609
pasima@millenniumproperties.net
www.millenniumproperties.net

$200K MAJOR PRICE ADJUSTMENT!

WWW.21SOMERSET.COM

from students and adults who 
wanted to share their thoughts. 

A second student-led protest 
around 3:30 p.m. Monday in-
volved an estimated 100-200 
people, who took their march to 
U.S. Highway 101 as Palo Alto 
police units sought to manage 
the traffic disruption. At about 4 
p.m., protesters crossed the Or-
egon Expressway overpass and 
walked onto the freeway, blocking 
northbound lanes. A California 
Highway Patrol unit was sent to 
the scene, police dispatchers said.

By about 4:30 p.m., with East 
Palo Alto police officers blocking 
northbound highway lanes, the 
chanting crowd mostly exited the 
freeway near University Avenue 
and then headed west over the 
overpass and toward downtown 
Palo Alto. 

The group of youth assembled 
at King Plaza outside of Palo Alto 
City Hall, where they got down on 
one knee together and raised their 
fists in the air. Their rally ended at 
about 5:40 p.m.

Procession 
to Facebook, 
Zuckerberg’s house

A few of the area’s protests 
didn’t appear to need an 
organizer — or had mul-

tiple leaders — nor any particular 

destination.
On Monday evening, a long mo-

torcade continuously circled the 
Menlo Park-East Palo Alto area, 
with Menlo Park police officers 
and San Mateo County sheriff’s 
deputies directing the proces-
sion by blocking off certain parts 
of the streets or following from 
behind.

Many people sat on the win-
dow sills or sunroofs of their 
cars, holding signs and chanting, 
“Black Lives Matter.” Hip-hop 
music was the soundtrack of the 
evening with rapper YG’s “FDT 
(F--- Donald Trump)” regularly 
blasting out of several cars.

East Palo Alto residents watch-
ing from street corners or the 
front lawns of their home said 
they’ve never seen and heard so 
many people demonstrate before 
in their community.

“(Protests) usually move to the 
larger cities,” said Ziva Delrio, 25, 
a 14-year East Palo Alto resident. 
“We’re such a small commu-
nity, so we don’t get these kinds 
of numbers that would feel like 
it would make a difference. It’s 
really nice to see my city do it. 
That’s why I forced my mom to 
come out with me.

“I grew up here. I live among 
these people, people of color,” she 

said. “I’m a person of color, so I 
feel for their pain.

“It was so aggravating honest-
ly,” Delrio said of Floyd’s death. 
“There’s so many other places on 
the body that you can put your 
knee on without putting so much 
pain on a person and still being 
able to do your job properly.”

J.T. Faraji, 43, an East Palo 
Alto-based artist who previously 
led a protest against a $9.1 million 
donation from Facebook to help 
expand the Menlo Park Police 
Department in 2017 and helped 
lead Monday night’s rally with 
the aid of a megaphone, said the 
protest represents a long battle 

against overpolicing in his area 
of the city.

“This is a fight we’ve been 
fighting — against criminaliza-
tion in our neighborhood, overpo-
licing in our neighborhood — and 
it’s all linked in with this police 
murder,” Faraji said. “It’s not just 
George Floyd. It’s all these things 
that have been accumulating.”

He acknowledged that some po-
lice officers feel as outraged about 
brutality as he does.

“One moment that made me re-
ally proud tonight was seeing sev-
eral East Palo Alto police officers 

Protests
(continued from page 11)

(continued on page 36)

Protesters gather at the intersection of Donohoe Street and E. Bayshore Road in East Palo Alto on June 3.
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take a knee,” he said. “If all of 
those other cops from those other 
communities would have taken a 
knee, it would have stopped right 
there. People just want to feel 
respected.”

East Palo Alto resident Nona 
Turner said the protest was neces-
sary. Though she didn’t condone 
the looting she has seen in the 
media, Turner felt she understood 
where some of the anger was 
coming from.

“They want to be heard. We 
need to be heard,” Turner said. 
“This has been something that’s 
been happening for so long. It just 
took one more murder to take it 
over the top.”

The smell of burnt rubber lin-
gered in the air on some streets. 
Fireworks and firecrackers regu-
larly popped off throughout the 
evening.

A few agitators confronted 
sheriffs and police officers, 

nearly tipping what was largely 
a loud but peaceful demonstra-
tion. Around 8:45 p.m., someone 
tossed a firecracker toward sher-
iff’s deputies. It rolled underneath 
their squad car, which was parked 
in the middle of the intersection 
at Cooley Avenue and Donohoe 
Street.

One officer drew a gun while 
another commanded, “Get down 
on the ground.”

Faraji claimed that those indi-
viduals were not with the protest-
ers. The younger protesters even 
stomped out the firecrackers be-
fore he could call on people to put 
them out, he said.

“They weren’t with us,” Faraji 
said. “We don’t want that — that’s 
not our message.”

Around 9 p.m. police learned 
that the crowd might be headed 
toward Facebook’s headquarters 
in Menlo Park and notified au-
thorities, who set up a tactical 
command center at the social net-
work giant’s campus.

As many as 75 vehicles took 
part in a caravan that stretched 

from O’Brien Court in Menlo 
Park and down Kavanaugh Av-
enue to Gloria Way in East Palo 
Alto, according to dispatchers.

About 150 demonstrators and 
a vehicle caravan also headed to 
Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg’s home in north Palo Alto, 
dispatchers reported. Security 
personnel reported to police that 
the demonstrators had arrived 
at his home at about 10:55 p.m. 
The protesters stayed briefly be-
fore returning to University and 
Woodland avenues and heading 
back to East Palo Alto.

Some vandalism took place 
during the night. Early on, police 
scrambled to intercept people 
who were reportedly trying to 
break into a building in the 1200 
block of Weeks Street by prying 
plywood off of it.

While the procession to Face-
book was going on, someone 
broke a window at the AutoZone 
on University Avenue in East 
Palo Alto. A large group of peo-
ple was seen armed with guns 
held in the air at Willow Road 

and Ivy Drive, according to po-
lice dispatch.

Fireworks hit a patrol car and a 
small fire ignited the vegetation 
at the U.S. Highway 101 clover-
leaf interchange near University 
Avenue. A few demonstrators 
helped put it out, according to 
police dispatch.

Someone also threw fireworks 
on the freeway at about 11:15 p.m. 
People were also lighting off fire-
works at the intersection of Uni-
versity and Donohoe, prompting 
police to tell people to go home 
or they would be arrested.

Around midnight, a group of 
protesters threw rocks at fire en-
gines that were out on calls, ac-
cording to a dispatch report.

More demonstrations 
planned this week

P rotests against police bru-
tality and racism continue 
along the Midpeninsula. 

Event organizers from the group 
Mountain View Voices for Peace 
and Justice, who sponsored a 
rally on Sunday, May 31, that 
they say attracted as many as 250 
people, are planning a second one 
on Friday, June 5, at Castro Street 
and El Camino Real at 6 p.m. Or-
ganizers said in an email that it 
will be “non-confrontational and 
non-destructive.”

A rally will also be held at noon 
on Saturday at King Plaza in front 
of Palo Alto City Hall, 250 Ham-
ilton Ave. Speakers will include 
former judge LaDoris Cordell, 
former Stanford University dean 
Julie Lythcott-Haims, East Palo 

Alto Mayor Regina Wallace Jones 
and others.

The week’s earlier events 
marked what appear to be the first 
large gatherings in the communi-
ty since the COVID-19 pandemic 
shutdowns started. 

The Santa Clara County Public 
Health Department sent out an ad-
visory Monday to remind people 
to stay at a safe distance from one 
another. 

The department “recognizes 
that peaceful protest in response 
to the pain, anger and mourning 
due to deeply rooted inequities 
and systemic racism is a fun-
damental right that is critical to 
the health of our democracy. As 
residents of the county exercise 
this right, we respectfully remind 
everyone that our community is 
still facing a health crisis as CO-
VID-19 is still present.”

The department urges people 
who have been in close contact 
with others in large gatherings to 
get free COVID-19 testing within 
three to five days of exposure. 
Find a free testing site at sccgov.
org/sites/covid19/Pages/covid19-
testing.aspx. 

Digital Editor Jamey 
Padojino, Editor Jocelyn Dong 
and Mountain View Voice 
Staff Writer Kevin Forestieri 
contributed to this report. 
Editorial Assistant Lloyd 
Lee can be emailed at llee@
paweekly.com.

Protests
(continued from page 13)

East Palo Alto Sgt. Matafanua Lualemaga kneels for 8 minutes and 
46 seconds to honor George Floyd along with other protesters in 
Bell Street Park in East Palo Alto on June 3.
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Hundreds of demonstrators gather at Bell Street Park on June 3 to protest the death of George Floyd.
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Osei Johnson, 9, kneels with other protesters during a moment of silence in front of Palo Alto City Hall 
on June 1.
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About the cover: Protesters 
kneel in King Plaza in front of 
Palo Alto City Hall on June 1. 
Photo by Magali Gauthier.
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Upfront

release stated. Officers believe 
they were intent on looting but 
the presence of police dissuaded 
them,  the city of Palo Alto stated. 
On Monday, officers were sent 
there when crowds of demonstra-
tors headed in that direction, ac-
cording to dispatch reports.

Many property owners and 
landlords sent warnings to store 
managers across the Midpenin-
sula about a heightened chance 
of commercial burglaries. It’s 
one unintended side effect of the 
protests across the nation this 
past week against police brutal-
ity and systemic racism: a side-
show of opportunistic groups of 
people using the moment to loot 
stores.

“It’s a tragedy that businesses 
are being broken into,” said Re-
becca Bara, a 30-year Palo Alto 
resident and owner of Baptiste 
Power Yoga studio in Edgewood 
Plaza on Embarcadero Road. 

There’s not much to take from 
a yoga studio besides some yoga 
mats and weights. But Bara, who 
said she has been struggling like 
many small business owners to 
survive during the COVID-19 
pandemic, wanted to be cautious 
and take the studio’s computer 
and other few valuable items 
home before Palo Alto’s curfew 
began — a decision made by the 
city Tuesday afternoon “based on 
monitoring of potential criminal 
activity in the region,” according 

to City Manager Ed Shikada.
San Mateo County instituted a 

similarly timed curfew on Tues-
day, which was set to last two 
nights. The county decision sent 
employees of home improve-
ment and other stores scram-
bling to close up shop earlier 
than usual.

Mountain View businesses also 
took protective measures. An 
employee of the Safeway on San 
Antonio Road stood by the slid-
ing doors to turn customers away, 
vaguely telling them that the gro-
cery store was closing early “due 
to the circumstances.”

At a Chase Bank branch in San 
Antonio Center, a wall of wood 
blocked all but the bank’s ATM, 
while the branch in Palo Alto’s 
Edgewood Plaza left its glass 
windows bare.

Similarly, Target in East Palo 
Alto boarded its front doors earli-
er this week, along with the Nor-
dstrom Rack next door and PGA 
Tour Superstore nearby. (Target 
over the weekend also closed its 
stores before reopening its Penin-
sula locations a day later.) But on 
Showers Drive in Mountain View, 
the retail giant had only blocked 
its entrance with pallets of water 
bottles stacked behind its sliding 
doors.

Across the street, one employee 
at a Trader Joe’s said she had no 
idea what the plan was, but the 
market hadn’t boarded up the pre-
vious night. 

Cheenie Durham, store man-
ager of Books Inc. in Palo Alto 
said she was thinking about it, 

but, along with every store in 
Town & Country Village, hadn’t 
barricaded its front doors.

In Menlo Park, a few stores de-
cided to take extra precautions: 
Cafe Borrone and Kepler’s Books 
blocked their all-glass storefronts, 
as did one other downtown 
business.

Though not all stores in the re-
gion boarded up for the evening, 
every city had at least one police 
squad car or security guard pa-
trolling or watching over a retail 
plaza.

By Wednesday morning, there 
had been no reports of looting. A 
few suspicious individuals were 
seen walking San Mateo County 
streets with crowbars, and there 
were other miscellaneous reports 
of potential criminal activity, ac-
cording to the San Mateo County 
law enforcement scanner.

Protests against police brutality 
continue along the Midpeninsula. 
One is scheduled for Friday, June 
5, at Castro Street and El Camino 
Real in Mountain View at 6 p.m. 
Organizers said in an email that it 
will be “non-confrontational and 
non-destructive.”

A rally also will be held at noon 
on Saturday at King Plaza in front 
of Palo Alto City Hall, 250 Ham-
ilton Ave. Speakers will include 
former judge LaDoris Cordell, 
former Stanford University dean 
Julie Lythcott-Haims, East Palo 
Alto Mayor Regina Wallace Jones 
and others. 

Editorial Assistant Lloyd 
Lee can be reached at llee@
paweekly.com.

Shops
(continued from page 5)

Give blood  
for life!

bloodcenter.stanford.edu
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City Council (June 1)
Newell Road: The council unanimously approved the replacement of the Newell 
Road bridge with a wider structure. The council also approved by a 5-2 vote, 
with Kou and Tanaka dissenting, a striping plan in which bicycles and cars 
would share the two lanes on the bridge. A pedestrian area also is included on 
each side of the bridge. Yes: Unanimous

Board of Education (June 2)
Special meeting: The board held a special meeting to discuss COVID-19 
updates and the district budget. Action: None

Parks and Recreation Commission (June 4)
Community services: The commission discussed the impact of the COVID-19 
and recent budget cuts on the Community Services Department. Action: None

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk 
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

he said was imposed to ensure 
public safety. The decision to in-
stitute the curfew was driven by 
incidents around Stanford Shop-
ping Center, where police report-
edly observed between 50 and 100 
cars circling the mall on Sunday.

The city was one of many juris-
dictions around the Bay Area that 
had instituted curfews this week 
relating to protests demanding ra-
cial equality and justice after the 
May 25 death  of George Floyd 
while in the custody of  Minneap-
olis police. But while other cities 
and counties limited its curfews to 
a few days (the San Mateo County 
curfew expired Thursday morn-
ing after two nights) or left their 
curfew orders open-ended (San 
Francisco ordered a new curfew 
for a few days until Wednesday 
night, when it announced that the 
curfew would be lifted Thursday), 
Palo Alto’s was an outlier because 
of its duration.

“We thought it would be bet-
ter to place an end date and be 
conservatively long and not have 
to extend it,” Shikada said. “Cer-
tainly, the public reaction was the 
opposite.”

The Tuesday curfew order 
caught many community leaders 
off-guard, with some suggesting 
that the policy is not justified. La-
Doris Cordell — a retired judge, 
former Palo Alto City Council 
member and former San Jose po-
lice auditor — said Wednesday 

that she doesn’t believe that the 
city is under a threat requiring a 
10-day curfew.

“I want answers. What is the 
threat? What is it that we’re con-
cerned about here in Palo Alto 
that we can’t be out front on our 
sidewalks at 8:30 in the evening, 
particularly when it’s so hot dur-
ing the day?”

The declaration, she said, 
“criminalizes every person, ev-
ery family, anyone who can be 
charged with a crime for just be-
ing outside your door.”

Police powers that are given to 
governors, mayors and city man-
agers must be used with caution, 
she said.

“There must be a balance be-
tween the civil liberties of those 
who live and work here and those 
who have police power,” Cordell 
said. “I don’t see the balance any-
where and I have not heard any 
explanation.”

In justifying Shikada’s author-
ity to implement the curfew, the 
declaration points to the section 
of Palo Alto’s municipal code that 
grants a director (in this case, the 
city manager) expanded powers 
during a state of emergency. Palo 
Alto has been under a local state 
of emergency relating to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic since March 
12. Unlike San Mateo County, 
which declared a two-day curfew 
on Tuesday, Palo Alto did not de-
clare a separate emergency related 
to potential civil unrest.

Palo Alto’s municipal law, 

Curfew
(continued from page 5)

(continued on page 38)
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