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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

What will police reform look like in Palo Alto?

A s the Palo Alto City Coun-
cil pivots from offering 
symbolic support for the 

Black Lives Matter movement to 
debating real reforms, one ques-
tion that the city officials have 
yet to grapple with is: “What 

should change look like?”
Council members offered little 

guidance on that point during 
their June 8 meeting, when they 
passed a resolution in support of 
Black Lives Matter and heard 
from dozens of residents calling 

for reforms to the Palo Alto Po-
lice Department. Some speak-
ers criticized the department for 
recent incidents involving use of 
force, called for Police Chief Rob-
ert Jonsen to resign and asked the 
council to “defund the police.” 

Jonsen countered that the city’s 
police department is already 
“very progressive” and that its ex-
isting policies already align well 
with those proposed in reform 

campaigns such as “8 Can’t Wait,” 
which was launched by the police-
reform nonprofit Campaign Zero.

Council members generally 
agreed with Councilman Eric 
Filseth, who called the present 
moment a good time for “self-re-
flection” and to consider ways to 
improve police operations. Mayor 
Adrian Fine cited “8 Can’t Wait” 
and former President Barack 
Obama’s “Mayor’s Pledge” (which 

asks mayors to review police use-
of-force policies, engage com-
munities to solicit diverse input, 
report findings to the community 
and reform police policies) as 
good places to start.

Many residents, including Rev. 
Kaloma Smith, who chairs the 
city’s Human Relations Commis-
sion, and Greer Stone, who serves 

(continued on page 8)

From ‘carotid hold’ policy to ‘de-escalation’  
practices, city appears to fall short in some areas 

by Gennady Sheyner

A crowd pours onto the streets of Palo Alto on June 6 as people protest police brutality and support the Black Lives Matter movement.
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Massive march for change calls 
attention to racism locally

Saturday’s demonstration sparks demands for new police policies
by Lloyd Lee

I n the second weekend since 
the death of George Floyd, 
thousands of protesters 

flocked to Palo Alto City Hall, 
where leaders, parents and 
youth of Palo Alto and nearby 
communities grabbed onto the 
momentum of what’s now a 
global movement of protests 
to call attention to harmful 
police policies and entrenched 
racial problems within the 
Midpeninsula.

“For those who say that Palo 
Alto is segregated because of 
the cost of living, know this: 
There are black and brown peo-
ple who can afford to live here,” 
said Diana Mazuera, 31, a Latina 
Palo Alto resident and Google 
employee, who spoke during the 
open mike session of the Satur-
day, June 6, protest. “But black 
and brown people feel othered 
at work; black and brown people 
feel othered on the street; black 

and brown people don’t want 
to feel othered at home — it’s 
exhausting.”

The protest, which was orga-
nized by four students — Ayinde 
Olukotun, Cleo Goodwin and 
Katarina and Yasmine Hamady 
— attracted elected and commu-
nity leaders, including U.S. Rep. 
Anna Eshoo, Palo Alto Mayor 
Adrian Fine, Menlo Park Mayor 
Cecilia Taylor, East Palo Alto 
Mayor Regina Wallace-Jones, 

author and activist Julie Lyth-
cott-Haims and retired judge 
LaDoris Cordell, among others.

Speakers took the opportunity 
to call for major policy changes 
in policing. Eshoo said that on 
Monday, she’ll be introducing 
to the House of Representatives 
sweeping reforms such as elimi-
nating the use of military-grade 
equipment and chokeholds in the 
police force. (See story on page 
8.) Similarly, Wallace-Jones 
urged the support of “8 Can’t 
Wait,” a recent campaign aimed 
to decrease police violence 
through a set of eight policies.

Several speakers including 
Cordell, a former Palo Alto 
City Council member, seized 
the moment to tell a crowd of 
mostly young protesters to vote 

For East Palo 
Alto cops, 

trust rather 
than fear

Over decades, police and 
residents have built up 

mutual respect
by Sue Dremann

E ast Palo Alto residents once 
held the kind of fear and 
mistrust of police officers 

found in many communities of 
color. 

The police department in the 
1990s was infiltrated by rogue 
cops who routinely abused resi-
dents. One notorious group, who 
called themselves the “Wolf 
Pack,” beat people and shook 
down drug dealers. 

In a story in the Palo Alto 
Weekly at the time, resident 
Elaine Crooks said she implored 
police officers “Please don’t kill 
my son, let him go,” after they 
beat her son in front of her. 

“They said, ‘These are new bil-
ly clubs, and you’re the first we’re 
using them on,’” Crooks recalled.

Things got so bad that the 
San Mateo County Civil Grand 
Jury in December 1997 recom-
mended the police department be 
disbanded.

Pastor Paul Bains, police chap-
lain for the East Palo Alto and 
Palo Alto police departments 
today, recalled that misfits from 
other law enforcement agencies 
who often couldn’t be hired any-
where else landed in the city.

“People were very fearful be-
cause of the excessive use of pow-
er,” he said.

After years of alleged abus-
es and harassment — together 
with street violence and killings 
and open drug dealing — the 

(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 16)
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as vice chair of the Santa Clara 
County Human Rights Commis-
sion, also support “8 Can’t Wait.” 
Citing Campaign Zero, Stone told 
the council on June 8 that cities 
that have adopted all eight of 
these policies have had 72% fewer 
police-involved killings than cit-
ies that have adopted none.

“These are common-sense re-
forms that have been proven to 
dramatically reduce the amount 
of deaths caused by police,” Stone 
said.

What would adoption of “8 
Can’t Wait” policies mean to Palo 
Alto?

Jonsen said Monday that the 
city’s department is already “re-
ally closely aligned” with “8 Can’t 
Wait,” in at least seven of the eight 
areas. (See sidebar for the eight 
recommended policies.)

A review of the department’s 
policies and recent incidents offers 
a more mixed picture, suggesting 

some significant gaps between the 
department’s practices and the 
policies recommended by the “8 
Can’t Wait” campaign. On three 
of the eight policies, the city ap-
pears well aligned. For another 
one, which pertains to chokeholds 
and “sleeper holds,” the depart-
ment’s policy is at odds with the 
campaign’s recommendation.

On the remaining four, the 
department has policies that are 
largely consistent with “8 Can’t 
Wait,” though recent cases and 
police audits suggest that these 
policies have not been consistent-
ly followed by local officers.

The Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment appears to be following the 
guidelines that “ban shooting at 
moving vehicles,” “require warn-
ing before shooting” and require 
officers to “exhaust all alterna-
tives before shooting.”

The department’s policy manu-
al explicitly states that shots fired 
at a moving vehicle are “rarely 
effective” and directs officers to 
“move out of the path of an ap-
proaching vehicle instead of 

Police
(continued from page 5)

discharging their firearm at the 
vehicle or any of its occupants.”

The policy also bars officers 
from shooting at any part of the 
vehicle in an attempt to disable 
it. The only time an officer is al-
lowed to fire at a moving vehicle 
is when an officer “reasonably 
believes there are no other rea-
sonable means available to avert 
the threat of the vehicle, or if 
deadly force other than the ve-
hicle is directed at the officer or 
others.”

That, apparently, is a rare oc-
currence. According to the de-
partment, no officer has fired at 
a moving vehicle in at least 25 
years.

Similarly, the two “8 Can’t 

Wait” policies that require warn-
ings — and exhaustion of other 
alternatives — before shooting 
are captured in the department’s 
policy manual, which allows an 
officer to use deadly force only in 
cases where there is “imminent 
threat of death or serious bodily 
injury” to themselves or someone 
else. It also allows deadly force 
when an officer is trying to stop 
a fleeing subject and believes 
there is “imminent risk of serious 
bodily injury or death to any other 
person if the subject is not imme-
diately apprehended.”

“Under such circumstances, a 
verbal warning should precede 
the use of deadly force, where 
feasible,” the policy states.

While the department has been 
the subject of several complaints 
about excessive force, deadly 
shootings have been very rare in 
Palo Alto. The department re-
ports only one such incident in 
the past 18 years, the 2015 shoot-
ing of William Raff outside of a 
group home in downtown Palo 
Alto by an officer. Footage of that 
incident, which was reviewed and 
released by the Santa Clara Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, showed 
Raff charging at the police officer 
while holding a kitchen knife and 
ignoring repeated admonitions by 
officers to drop the knife before 
the officer fired his gun.

Neck holds allowed  
in Palo Alto

The one area in which the de-
partment’s policies deviate from 
the recommendations of “8 Can’t 
Wait,” the Obama Task Force 
and other police departments is 
“carotid control,” a grappling 
technique in which one person 
bends their arm around another 
person’s neck, cutting off the flow 
of blood to the brain through the 
carotid arteries on either side of 
the windpipe.

In the aftermath of George 
Floyd’s death several police de-
partments, including those in Los 

D ays after speaking before 
thousands of protesters 
outside Palo Alto City 

Hall who called attention to po-
lice brutality, U.S. Rep. Anna 
Eshoo this week joined federal 
lawmakers in 
proposing ma-
jor reforms for 
law enforce-
ment and rais-
ing concerns 
over reported 
survei l lance 
of peaceful 
demonstrators.

Eshoo is among more than 
160 Democrats within the 
House of Representatives who 
introduced on Monday the Jus-
tice in Policing Act of 2020, “a 
bold first step to rebuild the lost 
trust between police depart-
ments and the communities 
they serve, and help heal our 
country,” she stated in a press 
release.

“The deaths of George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor and so many 
others demonstrate the lack of 
accountability and justice when 
it comes to the killing of black 
men and women in our country,” 
Eshoo said. “Importantly, the 
legislation does not defund police 
departments. Rather, it requires 
state and local law enforcement 
to institute these important 

reforms in order to receive exist-
ing federal grant funding.”

The proposed legislation calls 
for an end to chokeholds, carotid 
holds and no-knock warrants 
by federal officers and restric-
tions on sending military-grade 
equipment to state and local law 
enforcement agencies.

Federal officers would also 
be required to use dashboard 
and body cameras, the latter of 
which would also be mandated 
for state and local law enforce-
ment agencies, which would 
receive dollars from the federal 
government for the equipment.

The act also seeks to change 
language in federal criminal 
statutes so officers charged 
in court would be prosecuted 
based on a “recklessness” stan-
dard as opposed to a “willful-
ness” standard.

A National Police Misconduct 
Registry would also be created 
“to prevent problematic officers 
who are fired or leave one agen-
cy from moving to another ju-
risdiction without any account-
ability,” according to a fact sheet 
on the legislation.

On Tuesday morning, a 
Democratic coalition co-led by 
Eshoo and Rep. Bobby Rush, 
D-Illinois, signed a letter that 
demanded that federal agencies 
stop all illegal surveillance of 

peaceful protesters across the 
United States.

Signed by 35 members of 
Congress, the letter — ad-
dressed to the FBI, the National 
Guard Bureau, the Drug En-
forcement Administration and 
Customs and Border Protection 
— was motivated by recent evi-
dence and media reports indicat-
ing that the agencies made use 
of aircraft equipped with sur-
veillance tools during protests 
that followed the May 25 death 
of Floyd while in police custody 
in Minneapolis.

The equipment cited in the let-
ter includes tools that can collect 
cellphone location data; “Sting-
rays,” which have the ability to 
collect data on phone calls, text 
messages and browsing history 
of nearby cellular devices; vari-
ous facial recognition technol-
ogy; automated license plate 
readers; and other surveillance 
technology.

The letter also expressed 
“deep and profound concerns” 
over surveillance tactics that 
they said “are significantly 
chilling the First Amendment 
rights of Americans.” 

 Bay City News Service 
contributed to this report. 
Digital Editor Jamey Padojino 
can be emailed at jpadojino@
paweekly.com.

Eshoo takes steps to  
increase police accountability

Congresswoman helps introduce legislation, author letter
by Jamey Padojino

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Social Clubs

Virtual Town Hall 
Presentations

PRIDE 2020 Celebration

LGBTQ Empowerment  
and Connections Group

Friendly Men  
Social Walking Group

Lesbian Social Group

Celebrate Pride 
with Avenidas!

Friendly Visitor/ 
Pen Pal Program

For dates and details,  
please call (650) 289-5417 or 

visit www.avenidas.org
450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

With support from the County of Santa Clara, 

Anna Eshoo

‘8 Can’t Wait’ policies by Campaign Zero

• Ban chokeholds and strangleholds
• Require de-escalation
• Require warning before shooting
• Exhaust all alternatives before shooting
• Duty to intervene
• Ban shooting at moving vehicles
• Require use of force continuum
• Require comprehensive reporting
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Angeles, San Diego and Phoe-
nix, have declared that they will 
suspend use of the carotid con-
trol hold. California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom also said that state police 
will no longer be trained to use 
this technique.

The “8 Can’t Wait” campaign 
lists “Ban chokeholds and stran-
gleholds” as the very first of its 
eight proposals for police de-
partments. Allowing officers to 
choke or strangle civilians, the 
campaign’s website states, “re-
sults in the unnecessary death or 
serious injury of civilians.” Such 
restraints “must be banned in all 
cases.”

Palo Alto’s policy on carotid 
control holds (or “sleeper holds”) 
doesn’t go nearly that far. The de-
partment’s policy manual states 
that proper use of carotid control 
hold “may be effective in restrain-
ing a violent or combative individ-
ual,” though it restricts use of the 
tactic to officers who successfully 
complete training.

It also advises officers to limit 
carotid control only to those situ-
ations in which a subject is “vio-
lent or physically resisting” or in 
which they have “demonstrated 
an intention to be violent and rea-
sonably appear to have potential 
to harm officers, him/herself or 
others.”

The department further restricts 
use of carotid control hold when 
an incident involves a woman 
who is known to be pregnant, an 
elderly individual or an “obvious 
juvenile.” But even in these cases, 
the tactic is not prohibited. The 
policy manual states that its use 
in these cases “should generally 
be avoided unless the totality of 
the circumstances indicates that 
other available options reason-
ably appear ineffective, or would 
present a greater danger to the of-
ficer, the subject or others, and the 
officer reasonably believes that 
the need to control the individual 
outweighs the risk of applying a 
carotid control hold.”

According to the Palo Alto Po-
lice Department, there has only 
been one case in the past decade 
in which an officer employed the 
tactic — in 2016, when an offi-
cer tried to arrest an individual 
on suspicion of driving under the 
influence.

According to a report from the 
city’s independent police auditor, 
the officer took the keys out of 

the ignition to keep the man from 
leaving and tried unsuccessfully 
to pull the driver out of his vehi-
cle. Ultimately, the man got out of 
his car and began to approach the 
officer, who fired a Taser.

When the man kept approach-
ing, the officer tackled the man 
and engaged in a “lengthy wres-
tling-style struggle” with him 
on the ground. According to the 
audit, the officer used a carotid 
hold in an effort to overcome the 
driver’s resistance and got him 
into handcuffs just as backup of-
ficers arrived.

The auditor concluded that the 
carotid control hold “appeared to 
give (the officer) the final advan-
tage that he needed to handcuff 
the suspect.”

When officers don’t 
follow the policy

On the other four “8 Can’t 
Wait” policies, Palo Alto’s record 
is mixed. While the department 
has policies that are largely con-
sistent with the campaign, recent 
incidents suggest that officers 
don’t always follow these policies.

Two of these pertain to use of 
force. “8 Can’t Wait” calls for 
departments to “require use of 
force continuum,” which restricts 
the most severe force to the “most 
extreme situations” and creates 
“clear policy restrictions on the 
use of each police weapon and 
tactic.”

The reform campaign also 
asks departments to “require de-
escalation” and, where possible, 
to communicate with subjects, 
maintain distance and eliminate 
the need to use force.

But video footage from the ar-
rests of Gustavo Alvarez in Febru-
ary 2018 and of Julio Arevalo in 
July 2019 shows officers making 
little effort to “de-escalate” the 
situation or to avoid using force. 
In the Alvarez arrest, which was 
captured by his home surveillance 
system, officers broke the door to 
his residence at the Buena Vista 
Mobile Home Park. One point-
ed his gun at Alvarez, who was 
unarmed. 

Then four officers pinned him to 
the hood of a car and handcuffed 
him. He was already restrained 
when the arresting officer, Sgt. 
Wayne Benitez, slammed him 
into the car’s windshield. When 
Alvarez said he was bleeding, 

Benitez responded, “You’re going 
to be bleeding a whole lot more.”

The video from the Arevalo ar-
rest similarly showed an officer 
using force with little apparent 
provocation. The surveillance 
footage, which was obtained by 
Arevalo’s attorney, Cody Salfen, 
shows Sgt. Thomas DeStefano 
arresting Arevalo near the en-
trance to Happy Donuts on El 
Camino Real. After pinning him 
to the railing in front of the do-
nut shop, DeStefano appears to 
flip Arevalo to the ground. The 
23-year-old Arevalo reportedly 
suffered a concussion and a shat-
tered orbital bone and didn’t face 
any charges.

DeStefano was also involved 
in the 2013 arrest of Los Al-
tos Hills resident Tyler Harney, 
who reportedly suffered convul-
sions during a traffic stop. Har-
ney later alleged in a suit that 
an officer put his knee against 
Harney’s back and neck, while 
another one pulled and twisted 
back his arm, injuring his arm 
and shoulder (the city approved 
a $250,000 settlement with Har-
ney in 2016).

Consistent with the “8 Can’t 
Wait” campaign, Palo Alto Police 
Department already has a “duty 
to intervene” policy that requires 
any officer who observes another 
officer using force beyond that 
which is objectively reasonable 
to “intercede to prevent the use 
of unreasonable force.”

In the Alvarez arrest, however, 
none of the officers intervened. 
Furthermore, the use of force was 
not mentioned in Benitez’s arrest 
report, despite department policy 
that states, “Any use of force by a 
member of this department shall 
be documented promptly, com-
pletely and accurately in an ap-
propriate report.”

Thus, while the department’s 
policy is consistent with “8 Can’t 
Wait” proposal to “require com-
prehensive reporting,” both Al-
varez’s arrest and the council’s 
recent actions on police audits 
raise questions about the city’s 
commitment to transparency and 
accountability.

During the June 8 meeting, 
Jonsen highlighted the city’s use 
of body cameras and argued that 
no other department has a more 
comprehensive video-capturing 
system.

The department also takes 
pride, he said, in having an in-
dependent auditor to ensure in-
creased accountability.

Yet the department’s actions 
haven’t always followed the spirit 
of the “8 Can’t Wait” policy on 
comprehensive reporting. The 
department has regularly fought 
requests for the release of video 
footage from police vehicles and 
body cameras. Police audits, 
which had traditionally been re-
leased twice a year, are becoming 
both more rare and more narrow 
in scope.

In March, the city released the 
first police audit since October 
2018. And last December, the 
City Council agreed to change the 
city’s contract with the auditing 
firm, OIR Group, to shield from 
review incidents that involve in-
ternal conflicts within the depart-
ment. That move followed reports 
of a 2014 incident in which an of-
ficer used a racial epithet toward 
another officer, who is black. Af-
ter OIR Group reviewed the in-
cident in early 2019, city leaders 
reportedly asked the firm not to 
publicize that report as they be-
gan to change the rules to exclude 
internal conflicts from the audi-
tor’s scope.

Jonsen told the council on June 
8 that hearing residents criticize 
the department was “rough.” But 
even as he defended the depart-
ment from public accusations, he 
said he believes that the police 
profession “can do better and 
must do better.”

“Are we capable of improv-
ing? Absolutely. Are we willing 
to improve? Always. That is what 
we strive for each and every day,” 
Jonsen said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

G ov. Gavin Newsom ex-
pressed during a June 
5 press conference his 

support for ending the use of ca-
rotid holds on detainees, which 
is similar to the one used on 
George Floyd in Minneapolis.

“Across this country, we train 
techniques on 
strangleholds 
that put peo-
ple’s lives at 
risk,” Newsom 
said. “Now, 
we can argue 
that these are 
used as excep-
tions, but at the 
end of the day, a carotid hold, 
(which) literally is designed to 
stop people’s blood from flow-
ing into their brain, has no place 
any longer in the 21st-century 
practices and policing,” he said. 

He has directed California 
police departments to end the 
practice immediately.

Newsom’s comments came a 
day after Assemblyman Mike 
Gipson, D-Carson, introduced 
Assembly Bill 119 to make it il-
legal to use carotid restraint.

The state banned chokeholds, 
also known as neck restraints, 

by officers decades ago, New-
som said, but strangleholds were 
still being used.

Newsom used the press con-
ference, which over the past two 
months has largely focused on 
issues related to COVID-19, to 
emphasize the state’s commit-
ment to change and improve 
its treatment of people of color. 
He has traveled throughout the 
state to speak with community 
leaders about the racial inequi-
ties and subsequent outrage over 
police abuses.

“The black community does 
not need to change. We need to 
change,” he said. “We can’t be 
long on rhetoric and short on 
results.”

The governor said the state 
will also look at standardizing 
how force is used in protests, 
such as the use of tear gas and 
projectiles such as rubber bullets. 
Currently, municipalities have 
their own policies, which vary.

The state enacted Assembly 
Bill 392 last August, which 
is the country’s toughest law 
against the use of force. The 
bill redefines when homicide 
by an officer is justifiable. Un-
der previous law, a homicide 

committed by a peace officer 
was justifiable when arresting a 
person who committed a felony 
and the person was fleeing or 
resisting arrest.

AB 392 limits deadly force 
to defend against an imminent 
threat of death or serious bodily 
injury to the officer or to anoth-
er person, among other reasons 
related to a threat of serious 
injury or immediate threat of 
death.

That bill hasn’t stopped vio-
lence by police and mistrust, 
however, Newsom said. Senate 
Bill 230, legislation on implicit 
bias training enacted in Septem-
ber 2019, is set to go into effect 
in January 2021. Newsom said 
his staff is looking into imple-
menting some of the bill before 
that time, however.

He added that the state is 
working to address disparities 
related to incarceration, pre-
natal care, early education and 
other programs. He noted that 
only 10% of black students have 
met proficiency standards by the 
eighth grade. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Governor calls for end to carotid  
artery restraint by police

Excessive use of force has ‘no place’ in policing, Newsom says
by Sue Dremann

Gavin Newsom

About the cover: Protesters 
stand outside the Palo Alto 
Police Department during a 
march against police brutality 
on June 6. Photo by Lloyd Lee.
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A Palo Alto police officer gets into his vehicle outside the 
department’s headquarters on Forest Avenue.
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Please visit www.SafeCleanWater.org, where 
you can learn more about the program and  
take two minutes to add your voice to the  
Community Input Survey. 
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ADVERTISEMENT

How important is having Safe, Clean 
Water and Natural Flood Protection in 
Santa Clara County to you?

As our community faces 
serious public health chal-
lenges, it is essential that 
Valley Water continues to 
provide Safe, Clean Water 
& Natural Flood Protection 
for all. Valley Water plays a 
vital role as part of the greater 
public infrastructure system 
and providing reliable drink-
ing water supplies during 
emergencies is one of our top 
priorities.

The Safe, Clean Water 
and Natural Flood Protection 
Program, a parcel tax over-
whelmingly approved by 74% 
of voters in 2012, is putting 
your tax dollars to work to 
make sure your drinking wa-
ter is safe. Projects funded by 
the program are also making 
steady progress to protect 
residents and businesses 
from flooding and sea-level 
rise. At the same time, we are 

working to repair and replace 
our aging dams and expand 
our reservoirs to ensure we 
have enough water even in 
the face of natural disasters 
or droughts. Through steady 
collaboration with our city 
partners and the community, 
we are reducing toxins, haz-
ards and contaminants in our 
waterways by removing litter 
from encampments.

We know our commu-

nity is contending with new 
challenges such as emergen-
cies, natural disasters, climate 
change, population growth, 
and uncertain imported water 
supplies. We are seeking your 
input as we explore potential-
ly updating and enhancing 
this program to meet Santa 
Clara County’s current and 
future needs.   

What matters most to you?
Is it that the water that 

flows through our commu-
nity is free of toxins and 
contaminants? Or that our 
water supplies are safe in case 
of an emergency or natural 
disaster? Perhaps you support 
our work on projects that 
keep us safe from floods?

We want to hear your 

voice as we explore designing 
an updated Safe, Clean Water, 
and Natural Flood Protection 
Program that better meets the 
future water needs of Santa 
Clara County. 

Santa Clara Valley Water 
District is now known as 
Valley Water.

Police search for drive-by gunman
Detectives are looking for a man who fired multiple shots at an 

occupied car near U.S. Highway 101 in Palo Alto on Wednesday 
morning, according to police.  (Posted June 10, 8:15 p.m.)

Elementary schools aim for in-person classes
The Palo Alto school district is aiming to bring all elementary 

school students back to campuses in person this fall, though their 
classrooms will look vastly different.  (Posted June 10, 9:44 a.m.)

Foothill-De Anza faces 10% funding drop
The Foothill-De Anza Community College District is expect-

ing deep funding cuts starting next year, with the newly approved 
2020-21 budget expected to saddle the district with over $11 mil-
lion in deficit spending despite efforts to keep costs down.  (Posted 
June 9, 4:50 p.m.)

Volunteer contact tracers needed
Santa Clara County needs an estimated 1,000 volunteers by 

July 27 to help ramp up its COVID-19 contact-tracing program, 
which will identify and test people who were exposed to someone 
with COVID-19 so they can be tested and quarantined. For more 
information about volunteering, go to bit.ly/2zmb6uS.  (Posted June 
9, 12:29 p.m.)

School reopening guidelines released
The California Department of Education released on Monday 

much-anticipated guidance for reopening schools this fall. The 
62-page document details everything from personal protective 
equipment for teachers and staggered schedules to seating assign-
ments on school buses.  (Posted June 8, 2 p.m.)

Coalition calls for city to expand park acess 
Calling it an “outdated” policy that sends a terrible message, 

dozens of Palo Alto residents and community leaders are petition-
ing the City Council to immediately abolish a law that keeps resi-
dents who live in other cities from visiting Foothills Park.  (Posted 
June 8, 12:35 p.m.)

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.  

Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up. 

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online 
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto 
Online.com/news.

Online This Week

community decided to do some-
thing about it.

Now in the city of roughly 
30,000 residents join with police 
officers on bike rides through the 
most troubled neighborhoods, and 
police Chief Al Pardini walks the 
precincts with officers to get to 
know residents. 

On June 6, Pardini joined a 
memorial demonstration honor-
ing Minneapolis resident George 
Floyd, who died at the hands of 
police officers.

What improved relations be-
tween East Palo Alto police and 
the city’s residents is collabora-
tion, community members say. 
After the city was labeled the 
country’s per-capita murder capi-
tal in the 1990s, Bains and other 
faith leaders began working to-
gether with nonprofit groups, 
including One East Palo Alto, to 
change policing in the city.

Bains established a chaplaincy 
to bridge the gap between law 
enforcement and the commu-
nity. Faith leaders and nonprofits 
ran a campaign, Promoting Life 
Thwarting Crime and Prevent-
ing Violence, and partnered with 
the police department. They ran 

youth summits with more than 
400 young people and families 
and law enforcement.

Then-Chief Ronald Davis, who 
joined the department in 2005, 
focused on a community policing 
model. He got rid of the rogue of-
ficers. Bains and Davis met with 
alleged gang members who were 
identified as the most violent and 
offered them help to find jobs and 
resources for their families — if 
the young people agreed to get out 
of the gang life. If they refused 
help and committed crimes, they 
would be arrested and jailed, po-
lice told them.

“That program was very suc-
cessful. We got many people jobs 
and out of gangs,” Davis said.

Davis, who after nine years left 
to become executive director of 
President Barack Obama’s Task 
Force on 21st Century Policing, 
is now a partner of a nonprofit 
organization focused on policing 
reform. He was appointed earlier 
this month as an adviser to Gov. 
Gavin Newsom on policing and 
social justice reform. He recalled 
what brought about changes in 
East Palo Alto.

“The key was not the commu-
nity policing ideas that I brought. 
We had a very engaged and ac-
tive community that wanted 
change. The community was the 

East Palo Alto
(continued from page 5)
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one that was leading. This police 
department was smart enough to 
lead side by side and to follow” 
what the community wanted, he 
said during a phone interview on 
Monday.

Despite the progress, the de-
partment had turnover at the top 
after Davis left, with four interim 
chiefs before Pardini took charge 
in November 2014. He inherited 
an understaffed department with 
low morale. 

He told staff he would find 
quality people. “Not a warm body 
to fill the seat,” he recalled.

Candidates take polygraph 
and psychological tests. Each 
must have a successful interview 
with the chief. He restructured 
the department and revised the 
department’s policies and prac-
tices manual to follow state poli-
cies and training. His officers 
take a 40-hour course on crisis 
intervention and de-escalation 
techniques.

Late last year, they began train-
ing on a simulator that teaches of-
ficers how their choices can affect 
the outcome of a situation.

The department hired more of-
ficers of color. About 49.4% are 
nonwhite — 7.8% are black — 
and 55% of all staff are people 
of color, according to department 
data.

Since 2015, the department 
has sponsored members of the 
community to become officers 
through the Community Service 
Aide Program, in which residents 
first take on parking enforcement 
and community aid duties and 
then attend the police academy 
for free.

Pardini also worked the streets, 
knocking on doors in neighbor-
hoods with his commanders and 
other officers to introduce himself 
and to listen to residents’ con-
cerns. Over time, residents came 
to trust the department. The tip 
line, which had been silent for so 
long, began to light up.

“Over the last five years, there’s 
been a 60% reduction in violent 
crime. The community realizes 
they own a big part of that. The 
department has 38 sworn officers 
(and 14 civilian staff members) 
including me now. With people 
in the community involved, that 
has grown tentacles of hundreds 
of people  in the community all 
working with us,” he said.

A look at the community’s 
response on social media posts 

shows the impact of those ef-
forts. As protests of police bru-
tality erupted across the nation 
in May, Mark Dinan, sponsor of 
the Facebook page East Palo Alto 
Neighbors, asked the group how 
they feel about their own police 
department. The response was 
overwhelmingly positive.

Still, there are some who say 
there’s work to be done. JT Faraji, 
founder of Tha Hood Squad Art 
Collective and The Real Com-
munity Coalition, a grassroots 
social justice organization, said 
East Palo Alto is probably better 
than most cities as far as com-
munity policing goes. But he has 
heard from people who have had 
negative interactions with officers 
from other cities’ departments.

East Palo Alto police “don’t hold 
other police departments account-
able. They call in other depart-
ments that are racist for backup. 
They allow the officers to come 
in here, and they are terrorizing 
residents,” he said. “How can you 
stand by and watch? That’s your 
residents you are supposed to be 
protecting and serving.”

Sometimes, he said, there is too 
much policing. During a recent 
incident involving an aggressive 
dog, 11 officers, including four 
from Menlo Park, arrived on 
scene. Yet no one called animal 
control, he said.

Pardini disputed Faraji’s char-
acterization that East Palo Alto 
fails to hold other agencies’ offi-
cers accountable.

“I expect the same from them 
that I do from my officers,” he 
said.

When there is an issue, he calls 
the head of that officer’s agency 
and asks for them to look into the 
conduct. On a couple of occasions 
he has put residents who have a 
complaint in touch with the chief 
of the outside agency, he said.

He acknowledged, though, that 
there will always be some chal-
lenges in police departments as 
new relationships develop and 
new people come on board who 
must be trained. 

Momentum for reform
With a nationwide movement 

underway to reform or defund 
police departments, Pardini re-
cently put together a document to 
explain the achievements and ob-
jectives of the department, which 
has a $12 million budget. 

He said he’s concerned that too 
much is being asked of police of-
ficers. Police in recent years are 
performing tasks they never had 
to do before, like respond to men-
tal health calls. Municipalities 
need to make sure there is ade-
quate funding and infrastructure 
for new agencies to handle the 
services that officers currently 
provide, he said.

“It’s a tall order to splinter off. 

Who is going to come out at 3 
a.m. to deal with a psychiatric 
emergency?” he said.

Davis said he agrees with some 
of the prescriptions of the “8 Can’t 
Wait” campaign, which has put 
forth eight policy prescriptions 
to reduce police violence. But as 
a 35-year veteran of law enforce-
ment, he said there’s also a need to 
break with the fundamental police 
culture.

“I disagree with the federal gov-
ernment that this is not systemic 
(racism),” he said. 

Even the vast majority of police 
who are good officers are forced to 
engage in practices that are rooted 
in systemic injustice, he said.

During the civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s, police depart-
ments were a tool of oppression to 
be used against people of color, he 
said. Those practices of increased 

militarization and displays of 
police force have trickled down 
through the decades.

Now is the time for deep 
change, he said.

“To miss this opportunity 
would be a travesty of justice,” he 
said. “I just hope we take a hold 
of it and don’t lose momentum.” 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

East Palo Alto Sgt. Matafanua Lualemaga chats with Eugene Jackson at the East Palo Alto Boxing Club 
on June 10.
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‘ To miss this 
opportunity would 
be a travesty of 
justice.’

– Ronald Davis, former  
East Palo Alto police chief

Give 
blood  
for life!
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President Donald Trump out of 
the White House.

Many of the youth members 
of the protest used this oppor-
tunity to talk about their experi-
ences of racism within their own 
community.

Enola Talbert, 17, a student at 
Mountain View High School, re-
called being in day care when she 
first “realized she was black.”

“I was hanging out with one 
of my other black friends ... and 
we wanted someone else to join 
us, so we asked this Caucasian 

Christopher Lundin passed away 
unexpectedly in the early morning of June 4th 
at his home in Palo Alto. 

Born in San Francisco in 1952 as an early 
Christmas gift to his parents, Walter Crocker 
and Alice Ferrera Lundin, Chris was the first of 
five children and gracefully performed the role 
of big brother until he died.  He attended Our 
Lady of the Rosary School, Wilbur Junior High 
School, Cubberley High 
School, Foothill College, 
and earned a B.S. in 
Business from Notre Dame 
de Namur University.

Chris met his wife, 
Nora, at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church and they 
were wed two years later on 
August 17, 1974.  Married 
for almost forty six years, 
they raised three beautiful 
daughters.  He was a 
devoted grandfather to 
his five grandchildren and 
loved spending time with 
them.

Chris dedicated more 
than half a century to the St. 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Parish, first as an altar server at Our Lady of 
the Rosary Church (OLR), then playing guitar 
and piano in their folk group, and eventually 
becoming a Music Director for the parish.  He 
served six years on the diocesan Liturgical 
Commission and was awarded the Benedictus 
Award.  He chaired various groups within the 
parish, including the Liturgy Board, Pastoral 
Council, Communications Group and the 
Human Concerns Committee.  He was always 
there to lend a hand within the parish.

His work life included ten years at Southern 
Pacific Railroad in San Francisco and thirty-
four years at Stanford University in various 
capacities in the IT department.  He retired in 
December 2019, hoping to do some travelling 
with his wife. 

He rode his bike, 10 miles a day, to and from 
Stanford, rain or shine.  He was proud to be 
a part of the Stanford community and loved 
working there.  Chris participated in lunchtime 
volleyball and was on his department’s softball 
team, The Great Bauds, for many years.  In 2002, 
he was humbled but very proud to be awarded 
the Amy J. Blue Award, a prestigious award that 
“honors staff members who are exceptionally 
dedicated, supportive of colleagues and 
passionate about their work.”  According to 

many people he worked with, this was Chris to 
a T.  He continued working with the Amy J. Blue 
election committee even after he retired.

One of his many passions was volunteering to 
support peace and justice through organizations 
such as Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA) and 
Multi-faith Voices for Peace and Justice (MVPJ).  
He was planning on continuing with MVPJ in 
retirement, once his health improved.

Music was the language 
through which Chris 
showed his love.  He found 
every opportunity to play 
music with others, including 
singing Christmas carols 
at San Jose Juvenile Hall, 
providing music for St. 
Elizabeth Seton School and 
mentoring young musicians 
and singers at his regular 
Sunday Masses.  In 1984, 
he and a group of friends 
started the All Name No 
Star Band, playing rock-n-
roll oldies for 20+ years.

Chris was a lover of 
all things outdoors.  He 
backpacked in the Sierra, 
camped with his family and 

church, and helped plan an annual 4th of July 
bike ride from Palo Alto to the beach with his 
Stanford colleagues.   He found joy in bringing 
greenery into his home as well as his workplace.  
He spent family vacations in Hawaii, Pinecrest 
Lake and Kennedy Meadows and was happy to 
finally have travelled with Nora to Ireland and 
the Formazza Valley in Italy, his ancestral home.

Chris is survived by his wife, Nora, his 
children, Sarah Wilson (Dave), Stephanie 
Lundin-Mizel (Melissa), and Kerry (Austin 
Shaffer), his father, Walter C. Lundin, his 
siblings, Mark (Carolyn), Walt Jr., Kathy Burns 
(Terry) and Alison.  He was a loving grandfather 
of Everett, Alice, Tyler, Ava, Austin II.  He was 
preceded in death by his mother, Alice Ferrera 
Lundin.

A funeral Mass is planned for June 20, 2020 
at 10:30am and will be streamed online.  A link 
will be provided soon on www.paloaltocatholic.
net.  Private interment will be the same day at 
Gate of Heaven cemetery in Los Altos.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
his honor to St. Elizabeth Seton School, 1095 
Channing Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301 or Multi-
Faith Voices for Peace and Justice, c/o First 
Presbyterian Church Palo Alto, 1140 Cowper 
Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Christopher Michael Lundin
December 21, 1952 – June 4, 2020

Protest organizer Ayinde Olukotun, a graduate of Menlo School, 
addresses the crowd during a peaceful demonstration at King Plaza 
in Palo Alto on June 6.
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kid,” Talbert said in a speech. “He 
said, ‘No, I cannot play with you 
because your skin is dirty.’ I was 
floored. I did not know why he 
said that.”

Cleo Goodwin, 20, who is grad-
uating from De Anza College, 
called for an end to the endless 
loop of hashtags, videos and “the 
R.I.P.s” that follow the senseless 
death of a black individual.

“This city, this country, is way 
too comfortable with black people 
being uncomfortable,” Goodwin 
said.

During a 4-mile march, which 
began and ended at King Plaza 
in front of City Hall, people 
took their signs and their chants 
through downtown Palo Alto to 
El Camino Real, Oregon Express-
way and through Old Palo Alto, 
and drivers, diners and residents 
along the way were interrupted by 
shouts of “No Justice, No Peace,” 
“Black Lives Matter,” and “I can’t 
breathe.”

In a sea of cardboard signs call-
ing for change, some posters were 
directed at Palo Alto’s history and 
presence of racist practices.

Olga Muys, 15, held a sign 
that read “Palo Alto was built on 
redlining.”

“In English class, this year, we 
learned about the history of redlin-
ing and the effect that it had on the 
creation of the Palo Alto and East 
Palo Alto we live in today,” said 
Muys, a Palo Alto High School stu-
dent. “I wanted to bring attention 
to it because I think a lot of people 
forgot how we got here.”

Other signs called out the Palo 

Alto Police Department, stating 
that the department had not banned 
chokeholds and that its arrest re-
cords revealed “more racial bias 
than 81% of CA depts,” according 
to policescorecard.org.

For many black residents of Palo 
Alto, seeing crowds of protesters 
recognizing that black lives matter 
inspired a new feeling of visibility 
and acceptance within their own 
community.

“I really wanted to see whether 
the people of this primarily white 
community would come out and 
stand with us,” said Michel-Ange 
Siaba, 21, a Paly graduate and Palo 
Alto resident of about 10 years. 
“This is the first time where I felt 
like this community, as a whole, 
stands with me and accepts me.”

Olukotun, a recent Menlo 
School graduate who had also or-
ganized a protest on June 1, said 
the demonstrations were not only 
a way to address racism within lo-
cal communities but also a call-to-
action for cities such as Palo Alto.

“It’s not just a problem of un-
derprivileged communities, of 
communities with a large popu-
lation of people of color, of com-
munities that have police bru-
tality or over-policing — this is 
everyone’s problem,” Olukotun, 
18, said. “And fixing it is not 
incumbent on those communi-
ties, it’s incumbent on people 
and communities like Palo Alto 
that have privilege and have the 
power to make change.” 

Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee 
can be emailed at llee@paweekly.
com.

City Council (June 8)
Black Lives Matter: The council passed a resolution supporting the Black 
Lives Matter movement and directed staff to return with a framework for 
considering police reforms and encouraging diversity in the city.  
Yes: Unanimous
Outdoor dining: The council supported staff’s plan to close California Avenue 
to traffic to promote outdoor dining and to close University Avenue in about two 
weeks. Action: None
 
Board of Education (June 9)
Anti-discrimination resolution: The board waived its two-meeting rule and 
approved a resolution denouncing discrimination, racism and anti-black 
sentiment. Yes: Unanimous
Layoffs: The board approved a resolution to lay off six full-time management, 
supervisory, confidential and classified positions. Yes: Unanimous
Budget: The board discussed the 2020-21 budget, including projected deficit 
spending. Action: None
Title IX update: The board heard a report on new Title IX regulations issued by 
the U.S. Department of Education. Action: None
CalSchls & Panorama surveys: The board heard a report on results from two 
surveys on student mental health and well-being. Action: None
 
Council Policy and Services Committee (June 9)
Business Registry: The committee accepted the update on the city’s audit of 
the business registry. Yes: Unanimous
Parking funds: The committee accepted the update on the audit of the city’s 
parking funds. Yes: Unanimous
 
Planning and Transportation Commission 
(June 10)
CIP: The commission discussed the city’s Capital Improvement Program and 
found it to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. Yes: Unanimous
Housing: The commission discussed a recent analysis of the economic impact 
of potentially increasing the city’s inclusionary housing requirement for rental 
properties. It requested further analysis of zoning changes that would make 
it more likely for developers to pursue housing developments with 20% of the 
units offered at below market rate. Yes: Unanimous 

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk 
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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