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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Video shows 
arrest that 

sparked suit
Man suffered  

broken facial bone
by Gennady Sheyner

T he Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment posted on June 19 vid-
eo footage of the July 10, 

2019, arrest of Julio Arevalo, who 
suffered a facial bone fracture 
while being detained by an of-
ficer near the entrance to Happy 
Donuts at 3916 El Camino Real.

The department released the 
video on June 19, hours after this 
news organization submitted a 
Public Records Act request for 
footage associated with the arrest 
from police body cameras and the 
police vehicles. The video was 
posted on YouTube, along with 
surveillance video footage from 
the doughnut shop.

Arevalo, who was 23 years 
old at the time of the arrest, is 
one of two residents who have 
recently filed complaints against 
the department, alleging exces-
sive force. In November, the City 
Council approved a $572,500 
settlement over the February 
2018 arrest of Gustavo Alvarez at 
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park. 
The Santa Clara County District 
Attorney’s Office is now consid-
ering filing charges against one of 
the arresting officers, retired Sgt. 
Wayne Benitez, who was seen in 
that video slamming an already 
handcuffed Alvarez into the hood 
of a car.

On Wednesday, Arevalo’s at-
torney Cody Salfen, who had 
also represented Alvarez, filed 
a lawsuit in the U.S. District 
Court, Northern District of Cali-
fornia, alleging that the police 
department unfairly targeted 

(continued on page 14)

Largest housing project in years proposed

E ager to spur the creation of 
more housing, members of 
the Palo Alto City Council 

signaled their support Monday 
night for one of the most ambi-
tious projects that the city has 
seen in many years: a mixed-use 

development that would bring 187 
apartments to the edge of Stan-
ford Research Park.

The development proposed by 
Sand Hill Property Company 
would occupy 3300 El Camino 
Real, just south of Hansen Way 

and The Fish Market, which is 
currently a parking lot. If it wins 
approval, it would be the first 
project to advance under the city’s 
“planned home zone,” a designa-
tion that the council recently cre-
ated to provide incentives to resi-
dential developers. Modeled after 
the “planned community” zone of 
yesteryear, the new zone allows 
developers to exceed land-use 
standards in exchange for public 

benefits.
But while the “planned com-

munity” zone famously left open 
the question of what constitutes 
a “public benefit,” the “planned 
home zone” offers a clear answer: 
housing. In February, the council 
authorized staff to use the zoning 
tool to bring the city closer to its 
elusive goal of building more than 
300 units per year.

Planning Director Jonathan 

Lait underscored on Monday that 
the city remains well short of its 
housing target.

“We’re still not meeting the 
goals of the council in the Com-
prehensive Plan, and we’re only 
barely meeting our above-market-
rate housing numbers that we’re 
expected to make in order to meet 
the (Senate Bill) 35 standards that 

(continued on page 14)

About 500 demonstrators march down Hamilton Avenue in downtown Palo Alto during a Juneteenth rally on June 19.

RACIAL JUSTICE

Black residents speak to  
hundreds at Juneteenth rally

‘It’s not the brutality. It’s the indignity that you suffer.’
by Elena Kadvany

J amal Harrison was so full 
of rage he couldn’t stand.

Kobi Johnsson said he 
felt like he couldn’t breathe as 
a Black student in Palo Alto 
schools.

Michael Harrison described 
the indignity of getting pulled 
over by the police again and 
again in Palo Alto, his hometown.

Elijah Steiner read a poem 
punctuated by the rhythm of 

one sentence repeated over and 
over: “With every step forward, 
a breath.”

Eight Black community 
members spoke in raw, heartfelt 
detail to a crowd of hundreds 
of masked people gathered at 
King Plaza on Friday, June 19, 
to mark Juneteenth, the day in 
1865 when enslaved African 
Americans in Texas learned 
they were free, more than two 

years after the Emancipation 
Proclamation was issued.

From teenagers to adults, the 
speakers illustrated generations 
of subtle and overt racism on 
the streets of Palo Alto and in 
the city’s public schools. Sev-
eral expressed doubt about the 
protests sweeping the country in 
the wake of the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of Minnesota 
police, fearing that despite the 

national outrage over racial in-
equality and police brutality, it 
won’t result in lasting change.

“Do not let a day like today 
be your only method or action 
when it comes to truly fighting 
for our country. We are in a true 
crisis,” said Brian Chancellor, 
who graduated from Palo Alto 
High School in 1987. “My chal-
lenge to you is to do more. What 
are you going to do after today, 
and tomorrow, and the next day 
with your money and with your 
opportunity?”

Johnsson and Makayla Miller, 
who both graduated from Paly 
earlier this month, described 
a school system in which they 
felt like they had to prove them-
selves because of the color of 

(continued on page 11)

Sand Hill Property Company pitches 187-unit 
development at Stanford Research Park

by Gennady Sheyner

M
a

g
a

li G
a

u
th

ie
r

info
Highlight



www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • June 26, 2020 • Page 11

Upfront

their skin. Johnsson said many of 
his Black friends ended up leaving 
the Palo Alto school district due 
to mistreatment.

“Parents choose to move here, to 
Palo Alto, because of the schools. 
... And yet they watch as their kids 
are told both directly and indirect-
ly that they aren’t smart enough 
for higher-level classes, (that) they 
can’t challenge themselves — they 
shouldn’t challenge themselves,” 
Johnsson said. “They came to 
Palo Alto because of the schools 
and they end up leaving the district 
because of the schools.

“Because in these schools,” he 
said, “Black students can’t breathe. 
I can’t breathe.”

Miller, president of Paly’s Black 
Scholars United, said the club 
was both a blessing and a curse. It 
helped her find her place on cam-
pus and taught her she “was capa-
ble of doing so much more than the 
bare minimum.” But it also high-
lighted prejudice and discrimina-
tion at Paly, she said.

“For too long I thought this 
was the norm,” Miller said. “I 
always thought that being Black 
in a school full of white was the 
problem but it’s deeper than that. 
It’s the disproportionate amount 
of privilege that allows for those 
with it to follow the straight path 
that was paved for them by those 
without it.”

Several speakers emphasized 
education as key to reform, includ-
ing teaching the significance of 
holidays like Juneteenth and other 
events related to the history of slav-
ery in America.

“We need to demand that educa-
tion works for us,” Johnsson said.

A school can change its flags — 
or its name, like Palo Alto Unified 
did after Johnsson, then a 13-year-
old seventh-grader, wrote a book 
report about David Starr Jordan’s 
advocacy of eugenics — “but if 
you don’t change the curriculum, if 
you don’t change the teachers and 
the books, it’s the same,” Michael 

Harrison said.
Harrison, a lifelong Palo Alto 

resident who graduated from 
Paly in 1991, read from a report 
he wrote as an Addison Elemen-
tary School fifth-grader titled “My 
Heritage in Slavery.” He recalled 
the first time he was called a ra-
cial slur as a young boy. He de-
scribed not being let into a party 
in high school because of his race 
— and the anguish of returning to 
the same house years later as an 
adult with his son trick-or-treating 
on Halloween. He recalled being 
pulled over by a police officer af-
ter leaving Greene Middle School, 
where he coached basketball.

“I’ve been pulled out of my car 
literally because I fit the descrip-
tion of a hit-and-run (suspect) — 
put up against a tree, hands behind 
my head as people stared. What 
people don’t understand ... it’s not 
the brutality,” he said. “It’s the in-
dignity that you suffer.”

He and his brother Jamal said 
they had mixed feelings about 
speaking at the rally, which was 
organized by a group of Palo Alto 
community members. The ground-
swell of support for the Black Lives 
Matter movement feels “trendy” 
and “hollow,” they said.

“I cannot say that I’m hopeful 
because history has shown me 
something different,” Harrison 
said.

Several speakers urged the 
crowd to take concrete action to 
address police violence, including 
registering to vote and writing to 
their state senators to end quali-
fied immunity, which protects 
police officers from civil lawsuits. 
An impromptu speaker recom-
mended people watch “13th,” the 
2016 documentary that traces the 
history of racial inequality in the 
United States from slavery to mass 
incarceration, and “When They 
See Us,” a TV series about five 
Black teenagers falsely accused of 
and imprisoned for rape in 1989.

Lettie McGuire said her family 
was one of the few Black families 
in Palo Alto when they moved to 

Juneteenth
(continued from page 5)

Cleo Goodwin, right, leads a chant alongside 500 demonstrators marching through downtown Palo Alto 
during a Juneteenth event on June 19.
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Demonstrators walk past a couple dining at Rooh in downtown Palo Alto on June 19.
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(continued on page 13)

Michael Harrison tells a story of when he was pulled over by a police officer along 
Middlefield Road years ago. He said after turning into a residential street and 
stopping his vehicle, he looked in his rear view mirror and witnessed the police officer 
approaching Harrison’s vehicle with his hand on his gun. Harrison said a white 
woman came to check to see what was happening. Harrison said he wonders if he 
could have become a statistic that day.
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Letitia Burton, a retired teacher who worked at Palo Alto High School for 28 years, 
sings “We Are” by Ysaye Barnwell at the Juneteenth rally in King Plaza.

M
a

g
a

li G
a

u
th

ie
r

info
Highlight



Page 12 • June 26, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront

‘I can’t not be here. I have 
to express my disgust of the 
systemic racism. Slavery is still 
alive and well — just look at 
who are still in prison.’

— Linda Lopez, 71,  
former Stanford University Library  
employee and Palo Alto resident

‘Black lives matter 
and they will always 
matter. We have to 
make a change for it 
to feel they matter.’

— Anna-Lisa Goodwin, 14,  
Gunn High School student and 

Palo Alto resident

‘It’s really important 
to show our solidarity 
and do everything that 
we can as often and as 
long as we can, which is 
every single day.’

— Thalia Moshtagh, 29,  
Mountain View resident and 

corporate trainer

‘We have 
been 
silenced for 
too long. 
It’s time to 
speak up.’

— Estelle Sohne, 43,  
with husband Yannick 

Carapito, 42, and three 
sons, Palo Alto residents

‘I’ll never understand 
the pain Black people 
experience. I came to 
educate myself and 
inspire others to back 
the movement.’

— Wren Sablich, 20,  
San Mateo resident

‘Asian Americans 
owe it to our Black 
brothers and sisters to 
show up. We’ve been 
complicit for too long.’

— Chetana Guliani, 30,  
project manager and  

San Francisco resident

‘To have a town like Palo Alto or 
Menlo Park, where so much wealth 
and power is concentrated, not be 
fighting for the kinds of change that 
we all know need to happen I think is 
a huge lost opportunity.’

— Evan Weiner, 27,  
teacher and Menlo Park resident

‘I’m here to show my 
support to everyone 
who’s being affected 
by racism including 
myself.’

— Drew Harrison, 12,  
Greene Middle School incoming 

eighth-grader

‘I feel like I had to come. 
When I learned the history 
of what this country had 
done to Black people — 
it’s inexcusable. This is 
the little thing I could do.’

— Kim Harvey, 64,  
pediatrician and Palo Alto 

resident

‘I was always in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, but 
I wasn’t fully as educated in it until 
the George Floyd (incident). Then 
I started doing some research and 
realized there’s still a lot of deep 
systemic racism.’

— Leandra Brickson, 29,  
Stanford University graduate student and 

Palo Alto resident

Why they protest
What this movement means to people who 

attended a Juneteenth rally in Palo Alto

by Lloyd Lee

RACIAL JUSTICE

Hundreds of people turned out for 
a Juneteenth rally at King Plaza in 

downtown Palo Alto, one of many such 
protests that have taken place in recent 
weeks. In their own words, here’s why they 
felt it was important to show up.
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“From ShotSpotter reports in 
East Palo Alto and from the ob-
servations of our own on-duty 
officers witnessing the fireworks 
occurring over East Palo Alto, we 
are confident that the source of the 
nightly issues is not in Palo Alto,” 
De la Vega said. “We received one 
anonymous report over this past 
weekend that people were shoot-
ing fireworks off on the levees 
near our golf course. Our patrol 
division has been made aware of 
that tip and has stepped up patrols 
in that area as a result,” she said.

In Menlo Park, police have seen 
reports about fireworks hotspots 
at various locations.

“While we have had a few calls 
west of El Camino, the bulk of the 
calls are throughout central Men-
lo Park and areas east of Middle-
field Road and east of Highway 

101,” spokeswoman Nicole Acker 
said in an email.

Menlo Park police have not 
made any arrests nor fined the 
lawbreakers. 

“Officers warn if they make 
contact with individuals,” she 
said.

Police in all three cities have 
launched information campaigns. 
Pardini said East Palo Alto has 
placed banners at the Univer-
sity Avenue/Donohoe Street and 
University Avenue/Bay Road 
intersections to remind people 
that possession and discharge 
of fireworks are prohibited. The 
department has disseminated 
information in Pardini’s weekly 
newsletter and distributed flyers 
in English and Spanish.

Palo Alto sent out a message to 
the community on June 16, which 
included information about how 
to report violators and city ani-
mal control officers’ tips on how 
to help pets with anxiety.

The city also launched a fire-
works education campaign in 
multiple city departments, pro-
viding information on safety and 
how to report fireworks or gunfire 
violations. It’s best to call the 24-
hour dispatch center at 650-329-
2413 with an actual location, De 
la Vega said.

Acker said Menlo Park police 
have posted on social media and 
the city’s blog at menlopark.org/
Blog.aspx?IID=1475, sent notifi-
cations and put up electronic sign 
boards regarding the city’s no-
fireworks laws. 

Menlo Park has not specifically 
coordinated any enforcement ef-
forts with neighboring cities, Ack-
er said. But Pardini said he has 
been communicating with other 
police chiefs and the San Mateo 
County Sheriff. 

Palo Alto officers have stepped 
up patrols in neighborhoods and 
in some open space areas dur-
ing evenings as a deterrent, De la 

Vega said. 
So far, the three cities’ police 

chiefs have not pushed for new 
ordinances to address the illegal 
fireworks, however.

“A decision about stronger ordi-
nances would be a decision of the 
council, but the current law makes 
it very clear it is illegal so it would 
be up to the council to evaluate 
whether the section needs to be 
changed,” Pardini said.

Added De la Vega: “As we have 
had no verified reports of fire-
works or gunshots being shot off 
in Palo Alto, stronger ordinanc-
es and fines in our city would 
have no impact on those in other 
jurisdictions.

 “There are also a number of 
challenges to enforcement of fire-
works laws. In order to make an 
arrest or to issue a citation, an of-
ficer needs to be able to witness 
the violation or otherwise catch 
those responsible in possession 
of fireworks, or alternately, have 

a witness who can identify the 
suspect who is willing to sign a 
private person’s arrest.

“When we have very few wit-
nesses overnight (other than aural 
‘witnesses’), and considering our 
officers have to be in the right 
place at exactly the right time to 
witness a violation themselves, 
enforcement is difficult.”

Larsson said there are no easy 
answers.

“It’s a very difficult problem 
to solve, preferably requiring 
a culture shift that doesn’t in-
clude further gentrification,” she 
said. “We’d like to see an annual 
meeting with city leaders, first 
responders, Community Emer-
gency Response Team members, 
big landlords, neighborhood rep-
resentatives and other stakehold-
ers to ultimately reduce the usage 
of fireworks.” 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com. 

Fireworks
(continued from page 7)

the city decades ago. She felt like 
an outsider then and still does, she 
said. She encouraged white attend-
ees to scrutinize the diversity of 
their own workplaces and to hire 
more Black people.

“That is the answer — to have di-
verse neighborhoods, to make Palo 
Alto a diverse neighborhood,” she 
said. “My answer is: Hire a Black 
person today. I’m talking about hir-
ing someone and paying them the 
money that you are making so they 
can buy a house in Palo Alto.”

Letitia Burton, a retired Paly 
teacher, sang “We Are” by Ysaye 
Barnwell, an African American 
musician. Elijah Steiner, a Paly 
Class of 2020 graduate, read the 
poem his cousin compiled from 
family members’ experiences with 
racism. The Rev. Debra Murray of 
First United Methodist Church de-
livered a prayer interwoven with 
calls to action: to vote and to ad-
vocate for the 8 Can’t Wait police 
reform campaign.

After the speeches, Miller, 
Gunn High School graduate Cleo 
Goodwin and a group of other 

young Black women and men led 
the crowd of protesters in a march 
through downtown Palo Alto. The 
crowd was so large that separate 
chants were happening simultane-
ously in different segments, with 
police officers blocking traffic as 
they poured down city streets.

People held signs above their 
heads that read, “Racism is a 
pandemic,” and “Who gets to 
breathe?” One man carried a large 
photograph of a kneeling Colin 
Kaepernick, the former San Fran-
cisco 49ers quarterback.

Earlier on June 19, activists used 
washable paint chalk to outline 
“BLM” in massive letters across 
Hamilton Avenue directly in front 
of City Hall. The Raging Grannies, 
Vigil for Democracy and students 
from Nueva School filled in the 
outlined letters with messages: 
“Justice Now,” “George Floyd” 
and “White Silence is Violence.”

The ground of King Plaza was 
also covered in chalk art by the 
evening, including the full text of 
the 13th Amendment, which abol-
ished slavery “except as punish-
ment for a crime.”

The Palo Alto City Council plans 
to follow in the footsteps of cities 
including Washington, D.C. and 

San Francisco and paint “Black 
Lives Matter” on a city street near 
City Hall. The city’s Public Art 
Program put out a call for up to 16 
artists, each of whom will be com-
missioned to paint an individual let-
ter of the mural in their own style.

In an interview following the 

protest, Michael Harrison said he’s 
still wary that the current moment 
will produce true reform — though 
he’s heartened to see activism led 
by young people locally and across 
the country.

This year was the first time he 
had celebrated Juneteenth. But 

“celebrated” wasn’t the right word, 
he said.

“I reflect on it as a point in his-
tory,” he said, “because we’re still 
not actually free.” 

Staff Writer Elena Kadvany 
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Juneteenth
(continued from page 11)

Elijah Steiner, a recent Paly graduate and vice president of the school’s Black Scholars United, 
addresses the crowd at a Juneteenth rally in King Plaza in downtown Palo Alto on June 19.
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Three people hold up paintings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd 
at a Juneteenth rally in King Plaza in downtown Palo Alto.
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fighting for our country. We are in a true crisis,” Brian Chancellor tells the crowd 
gathered at King Plaza.

M
a

g
a

li G
a

u
th

ie
r

info
Highlight


