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Upfront

Months before Greg Tanaka 
formally declared his in-
tention to run for another 

term on the Palo Alto City Council, 
he received a New Year’s Eve gift 
from a group of local developers: 
campaign contributions totaling 
$13,000.

The contribu-
tions included 
$3,000 from 
1050 Page Mill 
Road Property 
LLC, an en-
tity associated 
with Sand Hill 
Property Com-
pany, and four 
$2,500 checks 
from four corporations associated 
with prominent landowners Thoits 
Brothers and Sal Giovannotto.

More checks came in two weeks 
later. Jon Goldman of Premier 
Properties contributed $2,500 to 
Tanaka on Jan. 14, while investor 
Richard Karp contributed $10,000.

The trend accelerated this sum-
mer after Tanaka declared his can-
didacy. After receiving $14,699 
in total contributions as of June 
30, Tanaka brought in $35,000 
between July 29 and Aug. 12. He 
received $5,000 checks from Brad 
Ehikian, Charles “Chop” Keenan 
and John McNellis, all of whom 
are prominent downtown develop-
ers. Michael Powers, a partner in 
McNellis’ real estate firm, contrib-
uted an additional $5,000, while 
developer Roxy Rapp contributed 
$10,000 to the Tanaka campaign.

On Aug. 12, Tanaka received 
two more contributions: $2,500 
from Ventana Property Services, 
a property management company, 

and $1,000 from Christian Hansen, 
property manager for Wheatley 
Properties, according to his cam-
paign finance documents.

Support from the developer com-
munity isn’t new for Tanaka, who 
has generally been associated with 
the council’s more pro-growth fac-
tion. In recent years, he voted to 
repeal downtown’s office cap and 
he opposed a 2018 citizen initiative 
that reduced the citywide cap on of-
fice and research-and-development 
growth from 1.7 million square feet 
to 850,000 square feet by 2030. He 
has also championed programs to 
help businesses during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, including a grant 
program for small businesses and 
reduction of utility bills.

At the same time, Tanaka is now 
facing scrutiny for the December 
2019 and January 2020 contribu-
tions, which he collected well be-
fore his new campaign commit-
tee was established. Campaign 

documents show that all of those 
contributions were made to the 
campaign, “Tanaka for Palo Alto 
City Council in 2016.” He didn’t 
file his candidate intention state-
ment, known as Form 501, until 
July 11, according to the docu-
ments. He filed his Form 460, es-
tablishing a reelection committee, 
the following day.

By law, a candidate is required 
to file a Form 501 “before solicit-
ing or receiving any contributions 
(including loans) or expending any 
funds,” according to an election 
guide put out by the Office of the 
City Clerk.

Earlier this month, the Fair Politi-
cal Practices Commission (FPPC) 
received an anonymous complaint 
against Tanaka’s campaign, alleging 
that he had failed to follow the rules 
when he accepted funding before 
creating a reelection committee. 

When protests against po-
lice brutality and racial 
injustice rippled across 

the nation in June, the Palo Alto Po-
lice Department swiftly responded 
by banning officers from using the 
carotid hold, a grappling move that 
shuts off blood flow to the brain.

But as the City Council prepares 
to adopt broader police reforms on 
Monday, the department is pushing 
back against some of the proposals 
on the table. These include a pro-
posed policy that would ban offi-
cers from using any tactics that re-
strict blood flow to the head or neck 
and another that requires officers to 
exhaust “all alternatives” before fir-
ing their weapons at someone.

Both changes were 

recommended by the city’s Human 
Relations Commission, which last 
month reviewed department poli-
cies for consistency with 8 Can’t 
Wait, a platform issued by Cam-
paign Zero, a police-reform move-
ment that came out of the 2014 po-
lice shooting of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri. Both are fac-
ing resistance from Palo Alto po-
lice, which is proposing alternative 
language that would give officers 
more flexibility.

Among the biggest disagree-
ments between the commission and 
Palo Alto police is the proposed 
change to the department’s choke-
hold policy. The agency already 
trains its officers not to use choke-
holds and strangleholds, and now 

the carotid hold (in which pressure 
is applied on the carotid arteries in 
the side of the neck).

While the department supports 
making the ban on strangleholds 
and chokeholds more explicit in its 
policy manual, the Human Rela-
tions Commission recommended 
on July 22 that the city go further 
and also ban “vascular neck re-
straints, chest compression and 
other tactics that restrict blood flow 
or neck.”

Various other police departments 
have already adopted broader poli-
cies on strangulation. The Human 
Relations Commission proposal 
largely mirrors the policy already 
in place in Miami, Florida. New 
York City established the crime of 

Some recommended police reforms  
go too far, Palo Alto chief warns

City Council looks to align agency’s policies with recommendations in 8 Can’t Wait campaign
by Gennady Sheyner

LAW ENFORCEMENT
“aggravated strangulation” for an 
officer who is involved in “criminal 
obstruction of breathing or blood 
circulation, or uses a chokehold or 
similar restraint, and causes serious 
physical injury or death.”

Police Chief Robert Jonsen said 
that while he supports explicitly 
banning chokeholds, strangleholds 
and other techniques that create 
pressure in the neck area, he does 
not support a broader prohibition 
on actions that restrict breathing. 
He told the commission that under 
its proposed change, an officer may 
fall on an individual during a fight 
and restrict oxygen flow just by vir-
tue of their body weight. This, he 
said, should not constitute a policy 
violation.

“When you’re in a fight, there are 
many things that happen — some 
intentional, some unintentional,” 
Jonsen said. “But you’re really 
going to restrict an officer’s abil-
ity to defend themselves if they’re 
concerned about every part of 
their body potentially restricting 
oxygen.”

Commission Chair the Rev. 
Kaloma Smith and Commissioner 

Steven Lee both favored the broad-
er restriction, with Smith pointing 
to the 2014 killing of Eric Garner 
in New York City as an example 
of why the city should take a more 
explicit stance against blocking 
oxygen flow during arrests.

Responding to Jonsen’s objec-
tion, Smith said that anyone re-
viewing an incident in which an 
officer falls on another person and 
restricts that person’s breathing 
will likely be able to tell that the 
restriction is not intentional.

“We’ve seen several high-
profile cases where chokeholds 
were used,” Smith said. “I’d love 
to see this language in the policy 
to show people that this is detri-
mental action and that even in a 
scramble, it’s not something that 
we advocate for.”

The commission also recom-
mended that Palo Alto follow San 
Francisco’s example and adopt a 
policy that allows officers to use 
deadly force “only as a last resort 
when reasonable alternatives have 
been exhausted or not feasible to 
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Avenidas  
Door to Door
GOES THE EXTRA  

MILE FOR YOU!

www.avenidas.org

To help seniors during this 
pandemic, the Avenidas Door to 

Door program now provides:

   FREE Delivery of your purchased 
groceries, prescriptions  
& essential toiletries

   FREE Friendly check-in phone calls
   FREE Library book pick-ups/returns
   Monitored LYFT rides for medical 

appointments
   FREE Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE)

Discover for yourself 
all the ways that the 

Avenidas Door to 
Door program goes 

the extra mile to 
help you out! 

Just give us  
a call at  

(650) 289-5411.

Councilman faces complaint over  
campaign contributions

State agency yet to determine whether to investigate the accusations
by Gennady Sheyner

City Council (Aug. 17)
2353 Webster St.: The council approved a proposal allowing the demolition of 
a home at 2353 Webster St. and construction of a two-story home. The council 
also approved a series of conditions to protect a valley oak on the property, 
including a requirement for the arborist to be on the site during demolition and 
that the ceiling height at the basement level be reduced to 8 feet. Yes: DuBois, 
Kniss, Kou, Tanaka No: Cormack, Fine, Kou

Architectural Review Board (Aug. 20)
Castilleja School: The board held its first public hearing to discuss the 
proposal from Castilleja School to rebuild its campus at 1310 Bryant St. and 
construct an underground garage. The board will continue its hearing on Sept. 
17. Action: None

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week
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Upfront

The complaint claims that Tanaka 
“has knowingly committed clear 
violations of law by both receiving 
illegal monetary contributions and 
making illegal expenditures from 
his 2016 campaign committee ac-
count months before filing a new 
501 Form as legally required.”

The complaint claims that the re-
cent violations, combined with his 
failure in 2017 to disclose numer-
ous contributions from developers 
(he agreed to pay $733 in fines), 
demonstrate “persistent attempts 
to shield the sources and amounts 
of his campaign contributions from 
public scrutiny by voters in this 
current election.”

The complaint also points to 
Tanaka’s expenditures in the early 
months of 2020 as evidence that he 
was using the contributions to his 
2016 campaign to ramp up his re-
election effort. Campaign finance 
documents show that he had spent 
$2,277 between Jan. 1 and June 
30 of this year, with expenditures 
including ballot fees and fees to 
Google and NationBuilder, which 
specializes in campaign software. 

These expenditures were incurred 
well before he filed the paperwork 
for his reelection campaign.

The 2020 expenditures represent 
a significant increase in campaign 
spending for Tanaka, according to 
his filed statements. In 2018 and 
2019, his expenditures for each 
six-month reporting period ranged 
from $207.57 to $321.97. In the six 
months prior to the New Year’s Eve 
contributions, Tanaka’s campaign 
had spent $301.15, his filings show.

The only other six-month pe-
riod in which his campaign had 
reported significant spending was 
in the second half of 2017, when its 
$1,243.70 in expenditures included 
the $733 fine from the state.

“The one-month accumulation of 
over $25,000, between December 
31, 2019 and January 31, 2020, by 
Mr. Tanaka’s 2016 campaign com-
mittee with no nexus to ongoing 
office-holding expenses, and in-
cluding expenses such as the voter 
database that directly correlate to 
campaign activities clearly implies 
changes in recipient committee in-
formation,” the complaint states.

This week, Tanaka disputed 
the accusations and denied any 
wrongdoing. State law, he noted, 

allows campaigns of elected of-
ficials to continue to receive con-
tributions after a successful elec-
tion. The expenditures that his 
campaign made before July were 
not associated with his reelection 
effort but with his regular activi-
ties as a council member. This 
includes his regularly held office 
hours, during which he broadcasts 
on Facebook Live.

“That’s what we were spending 
funds on, constituent outreach,” 
Tanaka told this news organization.

When asked about the New 
Year’s Eve contributions, which 
were made more than six months 
before he declared his intention to 
run again, Tanaka said the dona-
tions reflected the desire of com-
munity members to see him seek 
another four years on the council.

“There’s a lot of people who 
support me and a lot of people 
who wanted to encourage me to 
run,” Tanaka said. “I think people 
wanted to see me continue to serve 
on the council. There was enough 
support for me that convinced me 
to do that.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com. 

Tanaka
(continued from page 7)

Bicyclist dies in collision
A 61-year-old bicyclist was struck and killed by a driver early Friday 

morning on University Avenue in East Palo Alto, police Cmdr. Jeff 
Liu said Tuesday.

The bicyclist, Eric Clemons of Menlo Park, was struck by a car 
traveling west on University Avenue and Adams Drive at around 4:30 
a.m. Responding paramedics rendered aid but Clemos died at the 
scene, Liu said.

The driver, a 31-year-old man, stayed at the scene and cooperated 
with the initial investigation. The cause of the collision and specific 
details are still under investigation, Liu said.

Adams Drive is the entrance to the Menlo Business Park, an of-
fice complex that is near the well-traveled area of University Avenue, 
Bayfront Expressway and the Dumbarton Bridge. 

—Sue Dremann
Palantir relocates its headquarters

Palantir Technologies Inc. hasn’t yet publicly announced it, but the 
software company has moved its headquarters out of Palo Alto to 
Denver, Colorado.

The $20 billion, data-analysis company has come under scrutiny 
and multiple protests in Palo Alto for allegedly tracking immigrants 
for the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and coun-
terintelligence agencies, among other data it collects.

Palantir lists Denver as its headquarters on its website and on social 
media pages. A source familiar with the company told the Weekly 
on Thursday that the information on the website is accurate. The 
company will still have a presence in Palo Alto and expects that some 
employees will transfer to Denver, but the number is not yet known 
and would happen sometime later.

Multiple local and national media outlets reported the news on 
Wednesday.

Palantir has been scaling back its footprint over the past few years. 
CEO Alex Karp has made it clear that he isn’t happy with Palo Alto’s 
political landscape.

In a May interview, he told Axios that he was considering moving 
to Colorado due to the “increasing intolerance and monoculture of 
Silicon Valley.”

Palantir has 1,400 employees worldwide with an estimated 350 to 
400 in Palo Alto. 

Palantir’s tenure in Palo Alto has at times been rocky. The company 
faced multiple protests outside its headquarters at 100 Hamilton Ave. 
for its data relationship with ICE. In 2016, the company faced a U.S. 
Department of Labor lawsuit for alleged discrimination against Asian 
job applicants. The company also riled neighbors in the city that same 
year when it took over a Cubberley Community Center soccer field 
for its annual employee party.

Palantir also made community contributions while based in Palo 
Alto. The company launched a computer-coding after-school program 
for low-income youth in 2015 through the Palo Alto Unified School 
District. 

—Sue Dremann
Man rescues boy from Boronda Lake

It was Aug. 5, a cloudy Wednesday evening. Daniel Frisk was on 
the phone, walking away from Boronda Lake after a calm, hourlong 
hike at Foothills Park, when he heard a large splash.

“Something went off in my head thinking that someone might have 
fallen in,” Frisk said in an interview with the Weekly. 

That’s when he heard a child’s cry coming from the water by the 
footbridge: “I need help, I need help!”

In a moment he described as a flash, Frisk went into “autopilot” to 
pull the child out of the murky lake by holding on to the railing of 
the bridge with one hand and reaching out to the boy with his other.

Frisk didn’t see the boy enter the water, but thought the child may 
have fallen in while riding his bicycle ahead of his parents, near the 
landing at one end of the bridge, where there’s no guard rail.

“It was kind of funny because the boy’s first reaction after I pulled 
him out was: ‘Oh, but my bike is still in there,’” Frisk said.

After the rescue, there were no hugs or handshakes due to the pan-
demic protocol of social distancing — just a moment of shared shock, 
gratitude and relief with the boy’s parents, who were nearby with three 
of their other children when the boy went into the water.

For Frisk, the experience was a particularly cathartic one, with 
tinges of dÈj‡ vu. Years ago, when he was 4 years old, Frisk said, he 
too once fell into a lake and was saved by a stranger.

“I was 4, and I don’t even remember who it was, but I’ve been car-
rying that with me ever since,” Frisk said.

After pulling the boy out of the water, Frisk said he hoped that 
through telling this story, he could express how grateful he was to the 
man who rescued him years ago.

“I’d love to say thanks to the man who saved me,” he said. 
—Lloyd Lee

News Digestprotect the safety of the public 
and/or police officers.” During the 
July 22 hearing, Assistant Police 
Chief Andrew Binder suggested 
that this would be “a reasonable 
policy” and that the department 
already trains officers to exhaust 
all other options.

“We want the officer’s mindset 
to be that their first option is to de-
escalate,” Bender said. “As a natural 
flow, they would exhaust all that is 
feasible before using deadly force.”

Despite its general alignment with 
the commission’s view, the depart-
ment is proposing language that 
would give officers more latitude. 
Under the department’s proposed 
language, officers would be re-
quired to “evaluate each situation in 
light of the particular circumstances 
in each case and use other available 
resources and techniques when rea-
sonably safe and feasible to do so.”

The department also proposes 
allowing officers to use deadly 
force when they “reasonably be-
lieve” that its use is necessary.

In other areas, the Police De-
partment and the Human Rela-
tions Commission are largely in 
agreement. Both believe that the 
department’s existing policies on 
reporting of force and on issuing 
warnings before shooting are al-
ready consistent with 8 Can’t Wait. 

Both have also concluded that the 
department’s policy on de-escala-
tion should be expanded to include 
specific examples of de-escalation 
techniques.

According to a report from the 
Community Services Department, 
the revised policy will have “clear 
explanations and guidance for of-
ficer actions related to de-escala-
tion tactics to improve decision 
making, reduce situational inten-
sity, and provide opportunities for 
outcomes with greater voluntary 
compliance.”

The council’s discussion of revis-
ing Palo Alto Police Department 
policies to better comply with the 
8 Can’t Wait platform is part of its 
broader conversation on police re-
form. In late May, Mayor Adrian 
Fine formed ad hoc committees on 
police operations, accountability in 
the Police Department, diversity and 
alternative service models. Each 
committee is scheduled to make its 
first report on Monday night.

While the council’s actions are, 
by and large, a response to the na-
tional movement in favor of police 
reforms, Palo Alto is also facing its 
own accusations of police brutality 
stemming from arrests at Buena 
Vista Mobile Home Park in Febru-
ary 2018 and near Happy Donuts 
in July 2019. The city has already 
paid a settlement of $572,000 to 
Gustavo Alvarez relating to the 
Buena Vista arrest, which has also 

prompted the Santa Clara County 
District Attorney to launch an in-
vestigation into retired Sgt. Wayne 
Benitez, who was the supervisor 
during the arrest and who can be 
seen on home surveillance footage 
slamming Alvarez into the hood of 
a car.

The city is also facing a federal 
lawsuit over the arrest of Julio Are-
valo, who suffered a facial injury 
when he was flipped to the ground 
by a Palo Alto officer near Happy 
Donuts. 

Neither Alvarez nor Arevalo was 
charged with any crimes relating to 
incidents that led to their arrests.

Palo Alto is also already on 
track to adopt other reforms, some 
of which are required by state law. 
This includes the collection of de-
mographic data on police stops, 
including race, age and gender of 
the person being stopped, the rea-
son for the stop and actions taken 
during the stop. The Racial and 
Identity Profiling Act, also known 
as AB 953, requires law enforce-
ment agencies with fewer than 334 
officers to collect this data for po-
lice stops beginning Jan. 1, 2022. 

The department plans to start 
collecting the demographic data 
one year before state law requires 
it, according to a memo from po-
lice Capt. April Wagner. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Police
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line, the county Fire Department 
is preparing and planning to issue 
evacuation orders through the EOC 
if needed.

The Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District has issued Spare 
the Air alerts through Sunday, Aug. 
23, because of smoke from wild-
fires throughout the region that has 
created unhealthy air pollution.

Burning wood, manufactured 
fire logs or other solid fuel is 
banned both indoors and out-
doors on days when the alerts 
are in effect, according to the 
air district. Bay Area residents 
are recommended to stay inside 
if possible with windows and 
doors closed until smoke levels 
subside.

The Peninsula, Santa Clara 
Valley and Livermore Valley are 
expected to be mostly heavily 

affected by the smoke pollution, 
according to the air district.

People can find out when a Spare 
the Air alert is in effect by visiting 
sparetheair.org, calling 800-HELP-
AIR (4357-247), or connecting with 
Spare the Air on Facebook, Twitter 
or YouTube. 

Bay City News Service 
contributed to this report. 
Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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