
Don’t just 
survive, but 
thrive: The 
legacy of  
Fred Jordan
by Lin Robertson

An unselfish leader is 
one who has learned how 
to get to the mountaintop. 
As great leaders, they also 
reach back and pull up the 
rest of us, not leaving any-
one they can help behind. 
Fred Jordan has kept up the good fight and continues to 
promote Black success in business and life in general. 
But he points out that California remains one of just nine 
states with no Affirmative Action policies today. 

“We put people on the moon, but we can’t seem to 

DA Boudin charges former 
officer who killed Keita 
O’Neil with homicide
by Rachel Marshall

San Francisco – The District Attorney’s Office has 
filed homicide charges against former San Francisco 
Police Department Officer Chris Samayoa, who fatal-
ly shot Keita O’Neil in December 2017. The homicide 
occurred before District Attorney Chesa Boudin’s 
election and remained under investigation when 
Boudin took office. Following a careful review of the 

The messy truth: 
Extortion, bargaining, 
and how we must oppose 
the new SFPOA contract 
by Jeremy Miller

Quietly during the summer of 2020, the San Fran-
cisco Department of Human Resources renegotiated 
the City and County’s contract with the SFPOA (San 
Francisco Police Officers Association) and now seeks 
to have it ratified by the Board of Supervisors. With-
out a new contract, the MOU (memorandum of under-
standing) under which the SFPOA currently operates 
is set to expire in June of 2021. 

Currently the renegotiated contract has been ap-
proved on first reading by the Board of Supervisors 
– by a 9-2 vote – and the second reading is set to occur 
on Dec. 1. If the contract receives a second vote of 
approval by the Board of Supervisors, it becomes rati-
fied, and the terms it stipulates are applied. 

What everyone is after 
Two clear intentions were manifested on the part of 

the negotiating parties in this process. On the part of 
the City and County, there was the desire for forbear-
ance on a previously negotiated 3 percent raise that 

Organizing to win! 
by Barry Hermanson

I met Don Bechler during the 
successful living wage cam-
paign in San Francisco in the 
late 1990s, after which 20,000 
workers received a raise in 
pay and many of them joined a 
union. Following the campaign, 
Don recruited me to the fight for an Improved Medicare 
for All. 

Over the years, we became good friends. Don died in 
October. With his death, the movement has lost a great 
champion. Healthcare advocates all over the country 
are mourning his passing.

Don created an organization called Single Payer 
Now. His brochure states, “To win single payer health-
care in California we need 5,000,000 identified cam-
paign supporters.” I agree. 

by Dr. Willie and Mary Ratcliff
Twenty-nine years ago today, in November 1991, 

Muhammad al-Kareem sold the New Bayview news-
paper he’d founded in 1976 to the Ratcliffs. The Bay-
view Hunters Point community was under attack by 
the same City Hall that had flattened the Fillmore, a 
major center of Black culture known as Harlem of the 
West, to drive Blacks out of the city.

San Francisco has never been friendly to Blacks, 
and we hoped that a newspaper would amplify Black 

Steven Taylor’s Addie 
Kitchen: A grandmother’s 
fight for justice
by Malik Washington 

On April 18, 2020, former San Leandro police officer 
Jason Fletcher first tased and then shot Steven Taylor in 
the chest at a San Leandro Walmart. Fletcher, a white 
officer who was 49 years old at the time of the murder, 
was only in the Walmart for approximately 40 seconds 
before he pulled his service revolver and shot 33-year-
old Steven in the chest, killing him in cold blood. 

by Malik Washington
“If Huey Newton and Martin Luther King Jr. ever 

met, they certainly formed no bond. They are bound 
nonetheless today by the common threads of how they 
lived and how each died. In one of history’s curious 
accidents, their deaths help tell the tale of their times. 
Dr. King and Huey Newton shared a deep concern 
for their people and for the plight of the poor. They 

aroused the passions of their generations. They were 
charismatic figures whose words were remembered 
and repeated. In different ways, the movements they 
led helped change America.” – Robert C. Maynard and 
Dori J. Maynard, “Letters to My Children”

Friday, Nov. 20, 2020, was the first day of our amaz-
ing fundraiser, held here in our beautiful community 

Sup. Shamann Walton 
unveils his Community 
Safety Strategy
by Malik Washington

On Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2020, at approximately 
8:54 p.m., shots rang out on Bertha Lane in Hunters 
Point. Two of our community members were left dead. 
Lamar “Chi-Chi” Williams, was 38 years old and De-
marree Hampton was 30. I spoke with our District 10 
Supervisor Shamann Walton the morning after and 
learned he himself had been at the hospital, hoping 
these men would make it through.

On Tuesday, Nov. 24, Supervisor Walton held a 
press conference in order to address the recent spike 
in gun violence in the Bayview Hunters Point commu-
nity. Supervisor Walton invited numerous community 
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No community press conference on the topic of safety 
would be complete without hearing from a member of our 
youth. Kierre Garrett is a HOPE SF champion and he is 
from West Point, the exact place where the press confer-
ence was held. He told the crowd: “If we can’t learn to live 
together as brothers and sisters in our community then we 
will perish as fools. We will be extinct.”
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Bay View Publisher Dr. Willie Ratcliff is flanked by new Bay 
View Editor Malik Washington and long time writer Jeremy 
Miller as Willie prepares to pass the torch to Malik at the 
Nov. 20-21 fundraiser held virtually and in Mendell Plaza in 
the heart of Bayview Hunters Point.
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29 years ago today, we 
took the Bay View torch, 
and today we pass it on

Arieann Harrison speaks powerfully at the Bay View fundraiser held virtually and live in Mendell Plaza. The fundraiser con-
tinues until year end with an art auction and more; check it out at sfbayview.com. Arieann is a rising star among activists 
and a worthy successor to her mother, the legendary environmental justice advocate Marie Harrison. 
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Keita O’Neil

Fred Jordan at CBS Channel 
5’s 2017 Black History Month 
event 
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Welcome to the Bay View’s fabulously 
successful 2020 fundraiser!

With an unwavering faith in her Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, Grandma Addie continues to struggle and demand 
that justice be rendered in the San Leandro police murder 
of her beloved grandson Steven Taylor. She is determined 
to make absolutely sure that BLACK LIVES MATTER! 
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by Poor News Network

Evicting evicted people in 
San Francisco

To present the “Transition Plan” 
to the SF Board of Supervisors 
for pushing houseless people out 
of the Shelter in Place (SIP) mo-

tels begrudgingly granted by the 
mayor in San Francisco, aka the 
violent eviction of thousands of al-
ready houseless, mostly Black and 
Brown and disabled people back to 
the street in a pandemic in the mid-
dle of winter, again the “experts” 
aka “staff” members of the Kafka-

eque Department of Homelessness 
were called up to present a series of 
CONfusing powerpoint slides that 
softly, graphically outlined one of 
the most violent poltrickster acts 
against houseless people in the Bay 
Area to date.

“The numbers don’t make 
sense,” said Joe Wilson, almost in 
tears, executive director of Hospi-
tality House in San Francisco and 
a fellow poverty skola who was 
one of the few people “invited” to 
speak who has actually missed a 
meal, as my Mama Dee would call 
it.

While Joe spoke, the 15 house-
less people who I stood with in 
Frisco shivering in the night cold at 
a RoofLessRadio gathering of tents 
and houseless folks already evicted 
from motels they were placed in – 
‘cause this is already happening! – 
were brought to tears, literally, and 

as another “expert” spoke, Rhonda 
from the camp asked, “Why didn’t 
they call me in to speak, or you, 

Tiny, or any of us? Who are these 
people? Except for Joe, how can 
any of them even begin to under-

stand what this means to us?” 

No more About Us 
Without US!

And of course Rhonda was right. 
Every time these cities, which lit-
erally receive millions of dollars 
to “manage our homelessness,” 
legislate and criminalize our mere 
existence, they NEVER, and I do 
mean Never, name, ask or invite 
poverty skolaz in to speak about 
our own lives and most impor-
tantly our own solutions. I call this 
abusive, othering, violent process, 
“About Us Without US” and to this 
we poverty skolaz say “No More!” 
And I don’t mean the meager pub-
lic comment one or two minutes 
we barely get granted if we are able 
to keep the zoom connection on or 
wait for hours at a meeting.

“People are terrified, Tiny,” said 

See 29 YEARS AGO TODAY, page 4
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On a typical day at Homefulness, the POOR family shares food and opportuni-
ties to change the world, building the power of the people.

See TENDERLOIN, page 16
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POOR tours 
the Tenderloin

POOR ‘tours’ the Tenderloin 
demanding housing and 
reparations for 500 houseless San 
Franciscans facing motel evictions

“Guess what: Ain’t nobody taking care of us, but us — so we gotta look out for one another.” – Arieann Harrison, to all these folks who came out to our beautifully successful fundraising event! A huge thanks to El Tecolote, CCSF Collective, all the 
artists, people and businesses we featured and all of you who attended and supported us out here in Bayview Hunters Point. The art auction continues through Dec. 31 on sfbayview.com. PHOTOS: JOHNNIE BURELL, LAYOUT: AIDA JONES


