
By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Despite palpable tensions 
and safety concerns preluding 
the event, a Black Lives Matter 
protest brought music, chants 
and peace signs to the city of 
Angels Camp on June 5.

At around 2:30 p.m., protes-
tors donning medical masks 
and carrying handmade signs 
began to assemble at the inter-
section of Highways 4 and 
49 in Angels Camp. Friendly 
greetings were exchanged as 
demonstrators offered each 
other water, masks and flow-
ers. Some local residents who 
didn’t participate dropped off 
cases of bottled water as a ges-
ture of goodwill.

Local teens Claudia Loomis 
and Riley Lowell, who acted 
as unofficial organizers of the 

protest despite the cancella-
tion of their original planned 
event, thanked law enforce-
ment officers for providing 
protection before addressing 
the growing crowd.
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Enterprise photos by Dakota Morlan

Clockwise from upper left: Calaveras High School staff and others turned out to support the graduating class on June 4 in a 

modified ceremony. Shayna Dolle reacts to receiving her diploma. Salutatorian Kacie Cosgrove poses with her diploma. Nolan 

Dart gets a celebratory hug after graduating. Twins Avery, left, and Skyler Cooper pose with their diplomas at the event.
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By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

Wineries, bars and gyms are just a few among 
a swath of businesses that will be allowed 
to reopen with modifications Friday under 
California guidelines.

That marks Stage 3 in the state’s process of 
reopening since shutting down in late March to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19.

As of Tuesday, California has confirmed about 
131,000 cases with 4,653 deaths. Calaveras 
County has reported 21 cases with no deaths, 
most recently including a Valley Springs couple.  

Another case, reported in late May, was 
an elderly Valley Springs man who was in 
critical condition, County Health Officer Dean 
Kelaita, MD, told the Calaveras County Board 
of Supervisors and Angels Camp City Council 

in a meeting Tuesday.

Because the county had declared a local 
state of emergency, Calaveras County Public 
Health was able to assist the hospital and 
obtain a “life-saving drug” to treat the resi-
dent, Kelaita emphasized.

In Calaveras County, the following entities 
will be allowed to open Friday with modifi-
cations: schools and school-based programs; 
restaurants, bars and wineries; fitness centers 
and gyms, including public pools; camp-
grounds, recreational vehicle parks; movie 
theaters, limited to 25% capacity; zoos, muse-
ums and galleries. 

Hotels, lodging and short-term rentals will 
also be open, but a non-essential travel order 
still remains in effect. The county should have a 
clarification by the end of the week for specific 

modifications from the state, Kelaita said. 

“All of the guidance that’s currently released 
in regard to short-term rentals indicate it will 
be allowable come Friday to accept leisure 
travel, however we are trying to reconcile with 
the state how those guidances come into play 
with the non-essential travel order in existence 
statewide,” Health and Human Services Director 
Kristin Stranger said in the meeting.

The county should be receiving additional 
guidance on when weddings will be allowed 
again soon, Stranger added.

Nail salons are excluded from the order.

Neighboring San Joaquin County has seen 
more than 300 new cases since June 1 and is 
now on a state watch list.

Kelaita said activities in Calaveras County 
will be monitored to ensure public health targets 

are being met as businesses reopen. He said the 
county should be consistently testing more than 
75 people per day for the novel coronavirus 
(currently about 80), no more than 8% of the 
tested population should be positive for the dis-
ease (currently about 1%) and hospital capacity 
should remain stable.

The new OptumServ testing site at the fair-
grounds in Angels Camp has helped meet some 
of these goals, Kelaita said.

Residents should still be keeping a six-foot-
distance from anyone they don’t live with; wash 
hands often with warm water and soap; avoid 
touching the face; and wear a face mask when 
out and about, according to Kelaita.

For more information about reopening, check 
the state’s Resilience Roadmap at covid19.
ca.gov/roadmap.

By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

The Calaveras High School Class of 2020 graduated June 
4 and 5 in a two-day-long ceremony, modified to meet state 
COVID-19 guidelines.

Teachers, staff and administrators endured the heat and hours 
of “Pomp and Circumstance” to cheer on each graduating senior.  
One by one, they drove up to the school, got out of their car to 
receive their diploma and walked around a loop to have their pic-
ture taken and record a message for a soon-to-be released video. 
Each graduate also received a commemorative t-shirt, donated by 

Calaveras High seniors graduate in modified two-day ceremony

Pomp despite circumstances

see Grads, A7

By Noah Berner
noah@calaverasenterprise.com

Though the county has lost 
many events this year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
CalaverasGROWN Certified 
Farmers’ Markets will take 
place as usual this summer.

“It’s an important eco-
nomic event for the farmers, 
but also it’s a sign of com-
munity strength that we can 
kind of soldier on and make 
sure that the markets con-
tinue, and give people this 
opportunity to celebrate their 
community and shop local-
ly,” said Odile Morrison, 

CalaverasGROWN secre-
tary and San Andreas mar-
ket manager.

CalaverasGROWN is a 
volunteer-run, countywide 
cooperative marketing pro-
gram which works to help 
local agricultural produc-
ers market their products. 
The organization aims at 
creating a more sustainable 
economy and community in 
Calaveras County.

The Murphys Farmers’ 
Market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. every Sunday 
from June 14 to Oct. 25 in 

CalaverasGROWN 
farmers’ markets 
begin this week

see Markets, A7

Hundreds gather for BLM protests in Angels Camp
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People lined the sides of Highway 4 and Highway 49 in 

Angels Camp during the Black Lives Matter protest on June 5. 

Hundreds turned out for the event which was almost canceled.

see Protest, A7

Wineries, gyms, schools to reopen Friday; county cases reach 21
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Police presence at the 
event included the Angels 
Camp Police Department, the 
Calaveras County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Sonora Police 
Department, the Tuolumne 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
California Highway Patrol, and 
the San Joaquin Sheriff’s Office, 
with the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(Cal Fire), American Legion 
Ambulance and the Angels 
Camp Fire Department provid-
ing assistance. 

However, the majority of 
demonstrators were gone by 
6 p.m., well before the city’s 
precautionary 8 p.m. curfew. 
Some lingered to clean up any 
trash on their way out. 

“We are here not only to 
protest George Floyd’s murder 
and the lack of accountabil-
ity in police forces, but we’re 
also here to remember every 
single black person who has 
died unjustly,” 19-year-old 
Loomis told the crowd through 
a megaphone at the beginning 
of the event.

“It goes to show that 
Calaveras County is not what 
people think it is,” 18-year-old 
Lowell added. “We have people 
that want to be better. We have 
people that are showing every-
one else out there that black 
lives matter, and no one should 
die at the hands of police.”

Demonstrators were instruct-
ed to be “the love crowd” 
and blow kisses at those who 
drove by screaming obsceni-
ties and “all lives matter.” Yet 
the majority of reactions from 
passersby were enthusiastic 
honks as the crowd grew to 
encompass all four corners of 
the intersection, stretching to 
the CVS Pharmacy parking lot.

Further down the road, a 
smaller gathering formed out-
side of the former Swendeman 
Hardware building. When asked 
by an Enterprise reporter why 
they chose to stand there, one 
man answered that they were 
“just protecting the town,” but 
declined to comment further. 
The group turned away when 
asked to be photographed.

However, a woman named 
Jodie Brixey, who claimed to 
be part of that group, later 
commented on Facebook that 
they had not been there for pro-
tection but were rather “look-
ing at a building that was just 

purchased” and had stopped to 
watch the protest.

“This is absolutely false 
reporting!” she wrote.

A second Black Lives Matter 
protest occurred Saturday at 1 
p.m., starting at the same loca-
tion and moving down the road-
side to Utica Park. Organizer 
Kassidi James, of Angels Camp, 
said she planned the demonstra-
tion after she heard that Lowell 
and Loomis’ event had been 
canceled due to alleged threats 
from the public. Approximately 
50 people attended, some of 
whom had also participated in 
the June 5 protest. 

“You can never speak on 
this enough,” she said.

Following the conclusion 
of the second demonstration 
in the afternoon, the city lift-
ed its curfew. 

“We want to thank our com-
munity and all participants for 
remaining peaceful,” Police 
Chief Scott Ellis stated. 

Longtime Calaveras County 
residents Nate and Chelsea 
Frazier brought their two 
young children to participate 
in the June 5 protest. Nate 
Frazier, an artist and entrepre-
neur, said that he and his wife 
have chosen to raise their chil-
dren in the community despite 
the unique challenges he’s 
faced as a black man living in 
a predominantly white region.

“There’s a lot of things that 
are better now than they were, 
(but) I would be lying if I said 
there were not extreme strug-
gles (and) discrimination in 
different areas of life,” Frazier 
said. “But we are still here 
because of the love we have 
for this community. There are 
wonderful people here. … 
Honestly, any chance I see 
Calaveras coming together to 
unify and embrace diversity, 
I’m all for it.”

Cheryl Draper, a 40-year 
county resident and a massage 
therapist from Avery, said that 
participating in the protest was 
beyond her comfort level, but 
she chose to do it anyway.

“It’s easy to believe things 
and watch it on TV, (to) be 
home, but to be out here with 
the others and try to make 
something a little more aware 
to the community means a lot 
to me and my family,” Draper 
said. “I love where I live, and 
I don’t want to be afraid. And 
I know how afraid (my) black 
friends have to be, and I want 
to be here to support them.”

Lifelong Mokelumne Hill 

resident Isaac Wasik, 30, 
described his experience of 
being a black person in the 
community as a burden of 
being “the bridge” between 
two races. Over the years, he’s 
had to develop “thick skin.”

“I don’t get to say how I feel 
very often,” the self-proclaimed 
“country boy” told the Enterprise. 
“You have to work your way to 
a point where they realize they 
have something in common with 
you. … Growing up here as a 
black man … I didn’t always 
know the stuff that was happen-
ing to me. … I just found a note 
the other day from an eighth- 
grade girlfriend telling me she 
was breaking up with me because 
her uncle said that she shouldn’t 
be dating a [expletive].”

According to Wasik, “Black 
Lives Matter” doesn’t mean 
that all lives don’t matter. He 
believes the issue can be boiled 
down to economic disparity 
and “implicit bias.”

“We all have it. Everyone 
has it. But when you have a 
badge and a gun and you think 
that your implicit bias is your 
instinct, and you think that per-
son over there is suspect, more 
than likely, that is built out 
of your experiences and what 
society has told you,” he said.

Wasik has hope that preju-
dices will dissipate with the 
coming generations.

“Educating the youth is 
where we need to start,” he said. 
“If you have kids, take trips to 
the Bay. ... Get them used to 
being around diversity.”

Valley Springs resident 
Brandon Griffin, 28, brought 
his trained protection dog, 
Bolt, to the protest to help all 

involved feel more “at ease.” 
Bolt was fitted with a head-
cam to obtain footage that will 
be featured on the Bolt The 
Mal social media pages.

Griffin said he isn’t a politi-
cal person and doesn’t identify 
with any particular movement.

“I’m just here as someone 
from the area that’s trying to 
support everybody,” he said.

Griffin and Bolt have filmed 
two prior Black Lives Matter 
demonstrations in Stockton as 
an effort to show the public 
that protests can be peaceful. 

“Growing up in a military 
family, I have an issue with 
everyone being lumped togeth-
er,” Griffin said. “Four bad cops 
doing something bad shouldn’t 
bring everybody down on all 
the cops … just like one per-
son robbing a convenience store 
doesn’t mean an entire set of 
people are bad people.”

Towards the end of the dem-
onstration, some commented 
that they were impressed by the 
number of people who partici-
pated and the level of support 
received from those driving by.

“I was scared to come here 
today … (but) I am shocked,” 
Wasik said. “As a black man 
who grew up in Calaveras 
County, I never would have 
expected this. I’ve seen people 
who aren’t even necessarily 
here for Black Lives Matter as 
much they’re here for the free-
dom of speech. They saw how 
people were trying to infringe 
on the internet for people in 
Calaveras’ right to protest, and 
they were here to stand in soli-
darity with us for that. And I 
thought that was epic.”
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local businesses, as well as a cash gift from the 

Calaveras Grad Night Foundation.

“This graduation could not happen without the 

support of the Calaveras community,” Principal 

Mike Tambini told the Enterprise following the 

event. “We came together as community members 

to provide a graduation experience for our students. 

We adjusted the look of a traditional graduation, 

adapted to what we could do to make it feel (real), 

and to bring a positive closure to the school year.”

“The ceremony was so much more than we 

expected,” Calaveras Unified School District 

Superintendent Mark Campbell said. “More emo-

tions, more individual student attention and more 

positive and appreciative feedback from all. That 

validated the fantastic work by all staff and admin-

istration involved.”

He added, “What a tremendous celebration of 

students and a phenomenal example of teamwork 
and resiliency, to do the very best for our students 
in very surreal conditions.”

Parents and educators worked together to make 
each day special, with Toyon Middle School staff 
member Heidi Ramos constructing a balloon arch 
for the graduates to walk through. Calaveras High ag 
teacher Kevin Hesser served as a videographer and a 
florist for the two days, alongside his wife, Autumn 
Hesser, an art teacher at Toyon. The pair formerly 
worked as kindergarten teachers and have watched 
many of the graduates grow up in the community.

“This is such a cool experience. Really, really 
special,” Autumn Hesser said while holding a hand-
painted sign. “All of the emotion – some were in 
tears. It’s so sweet.”

Calaveras High also hosted a virtual scholarship 
ceremony via Facebook Live on the night of June 4 
during which over $806,000 was awarded to seniors. 

The “virtual graduation” video will be released on 
Friday and will feature speeches from the school’s 
valedictorians and other traditions that were missed 
during the drive-up ceremony.

Murphys Community Park, while the San 
Andreas Farmers’ Market will take place 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. every Thursday 
from June 18 to Oct. 29 at the Master 
Gardeners Demonstration Garden by the 
government center.

“Social distancing will be in place, and 
we’ve adjusted the market layout according-
ly so that we don’t have any gathering at the 
markets,” Morrison said. “We’ve also had to 
very sadly not offer live music right now.”

The farmers’ markets offer a wide variety 
of products from county farmers and artisans.

“Local produce is closer to the source, 
so it is fresher, tastier and more nutritious 
than produce that has traveled further 
to reach your plate,” CalaverasGROWN 
President Sean Kriletich said in a press 
release. “Dollars spent at the market are an 
important source of income for local farm-
ers and tend to recirculate locally.”

Both farmers’ markets will accept 
Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT).

“Both markets accept EBT and offer 
Market Match, which doubles shoppers’ 
EBT nutrition benefits, enabling them to 
purchase even more healthy fruits and 

vegetables,” the press release states. “So, 
if a customer spends $10 of their allot-
ted benefit, they are given an extra $10 
in market tokens to spend on fruits and 
vegetables. This includes Pandemic EBT 
(P-EBT) benefits being issued in response 
to the current health crisis.”

California Market Match is new to the 
farmers’ markets this year and was made 
possible through a grant from the Ecology 
Center in Berkeley.

“We’re really trying to get people to use 
EBT benefits,” Morrison said. “We have a 
very good chance of keeping Market Match 
going year after year if we use the funds.”

The farmers’ markets also accept 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 
checks and WIC and Seniors FMNP 
(Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program) fruit 
and vegetable checks.

“CalaverasGROWN is happy to offer 
these incentives to those in our com-
munity who most need access to fresh, 
nutritious, healthy foods,” Morrison said 
in the press release. “This also infuses 
our local economy with revenue it would 
not usually capture. In fact, every penny 
spent by shoppers at our farmers’ markets 
goes directly to local producers, your 
Calaveras neighbors, helping their bottom 
line, strengthening the local economy, and 

ensuring we all continue to have access to 
locally-grown food.”

In addition to the farmers’ markets, 
CalaverasGROWN has also organized mobile 
markets, which will be set up on Thursdays in 
Murphys, Angels Camp, San Andreas and 
Valley Springs. CalaverasGROWN volun-
teers will deliver produce and other items 
to drop-off locations, and locals will be able 
to make purchases online and pick up their 
goods once a week. The first mobile markets 
will take place on Thursday.

“A lot of people prefer shopping online 
and not going to stores at the moment, and 
we wanted to give people the opportunity 
to do that from local farmers,” Morrison 
said. “It’s something that we’ve been con-
sidering doing, but now seemed the right 
time to start. From now on we are looking 
at offering it as a year-round service.”

While the farmers’ markets are gener-
ally social events, for now the focus will 
be on shopping.

“Usually it’s a community event that has a 
social element, and we encourage people to 
linger,” Morrison said. “But this year linger-
ing is not on the table. We hope that we get 
to that point before October, and we’ll adjust 
as we go through public health guidelines.”

For more information, visit calaveras-
grown.org.
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Dylan Franceschi drives up with his parents to receive his diploma as part of the vehicle 

procession in the June 4 graduation ceremony at Calaveras High School. 

By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

A 5.3% cut across all 
General Fund departments 
will help balance a $1.85 
million shortfall in Calaveras 
County’s budget for the 2020-
21 fiscal year, local officials 
said in the first round of bud-
get hearings Tuesday.

County department heads 
were given instructions to pre-
pare “status quo” budgets in 
early March, just weeks before 
the economy was shut down 
by the state to curb the spread 
of the novel coronavirus, 
County Administrative Officer 
Al Alt told supervisors.

“That feels like a world 
ago,” Alt said.

At that time, departments 
were also directed to take “mit-
igation measures” to reduce 
spending, including imple-
menting an open-position chill; 
ceasing discretionary spending 
on professional services, sup-
plies, travel and facilities capital 
improvement projects not des-
ignated by the board as a prior-
ity and fixed asset purchases 
not subject to a purchase order, 
the budget states.

For the 2020-21 fiscal year, 
revenues are forecast at approx-
imately $66.6 million and 
expenditures are $69.6 million.

Alt said this year’s recom-
mended budget was drafted 
conservatively – forecasting 
restricted revenues and high 
expenditures, given a murky 
economic recovery ahead. 

As compared to the last fis-
cal year, Transient Occupancy 
Tax (TOT) revenues are pro-
jected to decline by 50%, due 
to COVID-19. Revenue pro-
jections for the county’s sales 
and use tax and Prop 172 are 
both down 25%. Some other 
revenue forecasts have been 
reduced by 33%.

In addition to the depart-
ment cuts, administrative staff 
are recommending allocations 
of $7 million from the Teeter 
Fund (an account that accu-
mulates penalties paid on late 
tax payments), along with $3 
million in cash carry (unspent 
funds from the prior year), to 
balance the 2020-2021 budget.

General Fund reserves 
would hold steady at $5.4 mil-
lion, and contingencies would 
be at $1.5 million, based on 
the recommended budget.

“What I’ve recommended 
here is riding the brake,” Alt 
said. “We’re not speeding 
forward with reductions and 
not slamming on the brakes 
with recommendations we’ve 
made, but more taking a wait-

and-see approach … hope-
fully as we get into the first 
quarter of the year, we’ll have 
far more information.”

Alt recommended the board 
hold a study session in mid-
August to discuss any changes 
leading up to final adoption of 
the budget in September. At 
that time, there would be “more 
information regarding potential 
federal or state assistance for 
lost revenues, and other eco-
nomic impacts may become 
more clear,” the budget reads.

Staff said they factored 
in a long list of unknowns 
into their recommendations 
– COVID-19, the economic 
recovery rate, California bud-
get impacts, collective bar-
gaining, COVID-19 federal 
and state relief, local business 
impacts, unemployment, tour-
ism recovery, unfunded pen-
sion liability and more.

“Too many to list, quite 
frankly,” said Deputy County 
Administrative Officer 
Christa Von Latta.

In the way of revenues, the 
county is expecting to receive 
$1.1 million in Measure C 
(cannabis cultivation tax) 
funds in the new fiscal year, 
a figure that is subject to 
change, Von Latta said.

Federal reimbursement for 
Butte Fire clean-up should 
pad the General Fund with 
$2.2 million later this year, 
according to Office of 
Emergency Services (OES) 
Director John Osbourn.

How to do budget reim-
bursements for about $9 mil-
lion in disaster relief spending 
left the board divided in its final 
adoption of last year’s budget.

District 1 Supervisor 
Gary Tofanelli and District 4 
Supervisor Dennis Mills cast 
dissenting votes on that budget 
out of concern that reimburse-
ment would potentially not be 
pursued if they weren’t bud-
geted as forecasted revenues.

Alt reiterated in the Tuesday 
meeting that the decision to 
pull reimbursements out of the 
budget was part of a conserva-
tive forecasting policy, since 
there was no guarantee of when 
and whether funds would be 
received. The difference this 
year is that some disaster relief 
projects have been closed up 
and submitted to the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, and OES has been in 
correspondence with the agen-
cy regarding the reimburse-
ments, he said. 

The board heard from 
department heads regard-
ing individual budget 
requests Wednesday. 

County budget: 5% 
cuts across General 
Fund departments
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