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San Diego police launched a
manhuntSunday foramantheybe-
lieve shot the mother and grand-
mother of his 6-month-old son be-
fore takingoffwith the infant froma
homeinOtayMesa.

Morethansixhoursafter theboy
was taken, police re-
ported that thechild
had been found un-
harmedat an apart-
mentcomplexinSan
Diego’s Rolando
neighborhood. They
did not locate his fa-
ther, 31-year-old Jus-
ticeLovePeace,who
was considered
armed and danger-

ous.
PolicebelievePeacewasdrivinga

smallwhiteSUVand releasedhome
surveillance camera video that
shows the vehicle. Police also re-
leasedaphotoofPeace,whoisBlack
and about 6 feet tall, with a thin
build.

The search for Peace, who
changedhisnamefromJeremiahAl-
fredHorton in 2014, beganafter offi-
cers respondedtoa911call aboutan
argument at the Otay Mesa home,
on Ebersole Drive in a residential
neighborhoodwestofInterstate805.

While officers were on their way,
the caller reported hearing gun-
shots.

Police found a 37-year-old wom-
an, the mother of the baby, lying
wounded in thedriveway.Unsure of
thegunman’swhereabouts, officers
movedheraway fromthehome.She
was taken to a hospital, where she
died.

MANHUNT
ON FOR
SUSPECT
IN FATAL
SHOOTING
Baby was taken after
killings, but found
unharmed in Rolando
BY DAVID HERNANDEZ
& LAURYN SCHROEDER
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Navyandfireofficialsare inves-
tigating a three-alarm fire on
board the amphibious assault
ship Bonhomme Richard at San
Diego Naval Base that injured 17
sailors and four civilians Sunday
morning and blazed throughout
the day, causing smoke plumes
throughout the region into Sun-
day evening.

The cause of the blaze and the
extent of damage were not known
Sunday night, but Rear Adm.
Philip Sobeck, commander of Ex-
peditionary Strike Group 3, said
theNavy believes the fire began in
a lower cargo hold, a deep V area,
where marine equipment and ve-
hicles are stored.

The17 sailors and four civilians
were hospitalized and the injuries
were not considered to be life-
threatening. Sobeck said he be-
lievesmostsufferedsmoke inhala-
tion and heat exhaustion and all
are in stable condition.

In total, about 1,000 sailors are
assigned to the ship; 160 sailors
were aboard Sunday morning.
They were evacuated, the Navy

said.
The fire was reported shortly

after 8:50 a.m., according to San
Diego Fire-Rescue officials. Wit-
nesses reported hearing an explo-
sion. Throughout the day, fumes
andsmokethatturnedblack,gray
andwhite billowed fromthe ship.

ThecityofNationalCity issued
an advisory around 2:30 p.m. urg-
ing residents to stay indoors due
to potential health effects of the
smoke plume. One National City
business only allowed to operate
outdoors due to COVID-19 public
health orders — Machete Beer

House — announced on Insta-
gram it was closed for the day due
to theplume.

The SanDiego County Air Pol-
lution Control District issued an
advisory: “In areas where you
smell smoke it is advised that you
limit physical activity. If possible,
stay indoors to limit your expo-
sure to fineparticulatematter.”

Sobeck said the firewasnot fu-
eledbyoil, hazardousmaterials or
electrical causes. It is a Class Al-
pha fire, he said, meaning it was
fueled by paper, cloth, rags or
othermaterials in a standard fire.
He added he is not concerned
about the air quality or toxicity
around the fire.

Sobeck said there was no ord-
nance on board. There are a mil-
lion gallons of fuel on board, he
said, but that is “well below” any
heat source.

The explosion people heard in
themorningwas likelycausedbya
change in air pressure, he said.

Earlier, at least a dozen fire en-
gines and trucks were near the
pier, with at least six ambulances
staged inside. The fire depart-

Fire crews battle a blaze aboard the amphibious assault ship Bonhomme Richard docked at San Diego Naval Base on Sunday.
The fire was reported around 8:50 a.m. and everyone aboard was evacuated. Officials think the fire began in a lower cargo hold.
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17 SAILORS, 4 OTHERS HURT
IN FIRE ABOARD NAVAL SHIP
Huge smoke plumes billow from Bonhomme Richard at San Diego Naval Base; cause unclear
BY ANDREWDYER

The fire caused a huge plume of smoke that prompted warn-
ings about air quality in National City and other areas nearby.

ARIANA DREHSLER
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TAMPA, Fla.
FloridaonSunday reported the

highest single-day total of new co-
ronavirus cases by any state since
the start of the pandemic, with
15,300 new infections, eclipsing the
previous high of 12,274 recorded in
NewYorkonApril 4amidtheworst
of its outbreak.

The number reflects both in-
creased testing and a surge in
transmission of the virus that has
strained hospitals, led to shortag-
es in a key antiviral drug and am-
plified fears about the pace at
which the state lifted restrictions
onmovement andcommerce.

“It has just been horrifically
busy,” John Toney, a professor of
infectious diseases at the Uni-
versity of South Florida, said of
hospitals, where patients were
flooding in anddoctors andnurses
were growing overwhelmed and
exhausted.

“It’s reminiscent of what every-
onedealtwith inNewYork,”Toney

FLORIDA
REPORTS
SINGLE-DAY
RECORD OF
15K CASES
Number surpasses
previous high seen in
New York state in April
THE NEW YORK TIMES

MORE COVERAGE INSIDE
A3 • Public health experts urge

caution on reopening all schools.
A4 • Concerns mount over fate

of Republican National Convention.
A6 • Walt Disney World reopens

amid surge of new cases in Florida.
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IrvinYang is thekindof student
UCSanDiego cherishes.

He’s extremely smart. And he
comes from China, which means
he pays twice as much tuition as
California residents. The money
helps cover the school’s operating
expenses and students like him
help give the campus its interna-
tional flair.

Atthemoment, the joy isn’tmu-
tual.

Like other schools, UC San Di-
ego shifted to online classes in the
springduetothenovelcoronavirus
— and they are charging full tu-
ition.Yang, a junior, hates it.

“Class now feels like watching a
YouTube video— and that’s when
professors are being responsible,”
he said. “The lazy ones just make
uswatch recordings fromyearsbe-
fore.

“Without the excitement of sit-
ting ina classroomand interacting
with my professors and peers I
don’t see the point of getting up

STUDENTS CHAFE
AT COLLEGES
CHARGING FULL
TUITION FOR
ONLINE CLASSES
BY GARY ROBBINS
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Baja California’s new gover-
nor, JaimeBonilla, sayshe isbat-
tling to cleanupwidespread cor-
ruptionthat foryearsateawayat
the state’s water agency. Even
Bonilla’s criticsacknowledgethe
corruption and the sad state of
the water system, which results
in frequent sewage spills that
foul Tijuana and San Diego
beaches.

But those critics also allege
the high-profile investigation,
whichhasalready ledto30crimi-
nal complaints, is aimed at Bo-
nilla’s political enemies. And
they worry that it could be used
to build uphis ownnest of public
funds.

Attorneys for some of the
companiessweptupintheaudit,
as well as independent political
analysts, suspect that Bonilla’s
investigative effortmayhelp res-
urrect the controversial Playas
de Rosarito facility, a $470 mil-

lion seawater desalination proj-
ect that stalled because of a lack
of consensus about the licensing
terms toaprivate company.

Bonilla has been a key propo-
nent of the desalination plant,
strongly advocating for it on
both sides of theborder.

The governor insists his goal
is to regulate the water utility so
it can better address the sewage

spills at the border and provide
water and sewer services to all
residents in Tijuana and Baja
California. Rapid growth in the
border state and over-depend-
ence on the Rio Colorado-Ti-
juana aqueduct has led to water
scarcity in the region’s coastal
zones.

In February, Bonilla pushed

OFFICIAL’S MOTIVES QUESTIONED
IN BAJA WATER AGENCY PROBE
Critics acknowledge
corruption, but say
politics play a part
BYWENDY FRY

An audit alleges major corporations in Baja California were
given unfair breaks on their water bills when the money
could have been used for crumbling infrastructure.
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