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Crime scene investigators continue to work the scene 
of an officer-involved fatal shooting which occurred 
New Year’s Day at Oak Street and Walker Drive 
Thursday afternoon.

Report names 
deceased in 
fatal shooting 
high risk

Officials don’t have all 
the answers as to why 
Gabriel Strickland — 
killed in a New Year’s Day 
confrontation with law 
enforcement — had been 
released from custody 
just two days earlier.

Strickland, 25, was shot 
after he pointed what was 
believed to be a shotgun 
at officers. Strickland was 
reportedly hit five times 
and died at Sierra Nevada 
Memorial Hospital. An 
autopsy was performed 
Friday but preliminary 

results were not available 
that evening. 

Nevada County Sher-
iff ’s deputies Brandon 
Tripp and Taylor King, as 
well as Grass Valley Po-
lice Officer Brian Hooper, 
were placed on paid 
administrative leave after 
the shooting.

Strickland had been 
arrested by Grass Valley 
police officers on Dec. 
27, reportedly fighting 
officers before being 
handcuffed. During a 
search, officers located 
drug paraphernalia, a 

Pound of meth leads to drug sale charges

A Penn Valley woman 
whose federal probation 
on drug sale charges was 
set to expire Thursday 
was arrested that day 
after detectives say they 
found a pound of meth-
amphetamine and an 
ounce of heroin in her 
possession.

Dawn 
Theresa 
Lee, 47, 
was pulled 
over by 
members 
of the 
Nevada 
County 
Sheriff ’s 

Special Investigations 
Unit on French Avenue 
and Jenkins Street in 

downtown Grass Valley as 
part of the execution of a 
search warrant. 

Detectives located a 
half-pound of suspected 
meth and an ounce of her-
oin in a Party City paper 
bag, as well as packaging 
materials and drug scales, 
in the vehicle, sheriff ’s 
Sgt. John Dzioba said.

Lee was arrested at the 
scene and charged with 

possessing a controlled 
substance for sale and 
transportation of a con-
trolled substance, reports 
state.

Detectives then 
searched Lee’s residence 
on Bar Hill Road, off 
Penn Valley Drive, finding 
another half-pound of 
meth, Dzioba said.

Welcome to the world
First baby parents Haley and Colin Wright hold their two children Friday in the hospital room where newborn Colin 
Carter Wright was born. This is also the same room where Haley and the couple’s first child was born.

On Jan. 2, at 12:26 
p.m., Colin “Car-
ter” Wright was 
born — making 

him the first child born in 
Nevada County for 2020.

He happened to be born in 
the same room as his older 
sister and his mother, Haley 
Wright. 

Haley Wright, born and 
raised in Grass Valley, was 
excited to welcome their son 
into the world alongside her 
husband, Colin Wright. 

The 15-hour labor period 
was not exactly easy, said 
Haley, as Carter entered the 
world “sunny-side up” — 
facing up rather than down 
— which, in addition to being 

infrequent, provided addi-
tional discomfort. 

A day after the delivery, 
Colin and Haley planned to 
leave the hospital with their 
newborn on Friday. 

But before they did the 
two were presented with a 
red wagon full of goodies for 
Carter. These gifts are always 
given to the first baby of 
the year to be born at Sierra 
Nevada Memorial Hospital, 

according to Monica Biley, 
chief operations officer and 
chief nurse executive for the 
hospital’s Women and Infant 
Care Unit. 

“It has all the essentials for 
a newborn,” said Biley. 

The timing of the birth was 
unanticipated, according to 
Colin Wright, who thought 
Carter would be born this 
coming Tuesday. 

“We were pretty surprised,” 

he said. 
Next year, when Carter 

turns 1, Haley said she hopes 
to celebrate with her whole 
family.  

“We’re definitely going to 
throw a birthday/New Year’s 
party for him,” said Haley. 

To contact Staff Writer 
Sam Corey, email scorey@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4219.

First baby of the 
year in Nevada 
County born at 
Sierra Nevada 

Memorial Hospital
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WEATHER
Police open homicide 
investigation at 
South Lake Tahoe

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 
— Police at South Lake 
Tahoe have opened a 
homicide investigation 
in the December death 
of a man they didn’t 
originally believe was 
suspicious.

Officers initially con-
cluded there was no 
criminal activity when 
they found 61-year-old 
Jorge Lemus Campos 

dead in his home on 
Dec. 16.

But the department 
said Wednesday an 
autopsy conducted by 
the Sacramento County 
Medical Examiner found 
he had suffered blood 
loss resulting from blunt 
force trauma.

Police say they don’t 
believe there is any cur-
rent threat to the com-
munity. No other details 
have been released.

— Associated Press
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Dawn Theresa 
Lee

A red wagon full of essentials for baby and some treats for mom was presented to 
Nevada County’s first born child of 2020 on Friday. Mom, dad and baby planned to leave 
the hospital on Friday for home.
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Woman convicted of 
murdering daughter 
denied parole

Luan Houghton, a 
Grass Valley woman con-
victed in 1988 of murder-
ing her young daughter, 
was denied parole Friday.

News of Houghton’s 
parole board hearing was 
posted on the Nevada 
County District Attor-
ney’s Facebook page.

Houghton, 64, was 
sentenced to 15 years to 
life in prison and is cur-
rently incarcerated at the 
California Institution for 
Women in Corona, court 
records state. She won’t 
be eligible for parole 
again for three years.

Skylene was 6 years old 
in 1987 when her mother 
reported she was missing, 
the Facebook post states. 
Grass Valley police spent 
days looking for the child. 
Eventually, Houghton 
directed a search party to 
a remote area on the back 
side of Rollins Lake, tell-
ing law enforcement she 
was concerned that some-
one might have “dumped” 
Skylene there.

Skylene was found dead 
and an autopsy revealed 
she had been strangled, 
the post states.

“She bound and gagged 
her, strangled her and 

By Liz Kellar
Staff Writer
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.22-caliber handgun and 
ammunition in his pockets, 
officers said.

Strickland was charged 
with possessing a loaded 
firearm while under the 
influence, being a felon in 
possession of a firearm and 
ammunition, and resisting 
arrest. His bail had been 
set at $300,000, according 
to court records.

At Strickland’s Monday 
arraignment in Nevada 
County Superior Court, 
Judge Tom Anderson 
granted him pre-trial re-
lease, following the recom-
mendation on the pre-trial 
release report prepared 
by the county probation 
department. The report 
noted his current charges 
and past criminal history 
including convictions for 
violating a protective order 
and battery, as well as vio-
lations for being under the 

influence of a controlled 
substance. The report 
gave Strickland a high 
risk assessment score, but 
deemed him eligible for su-
pervised release, with con-
ditions that included no 
possession of a controlled 
substance or a weapon.  

A pre-trial release report 
is designed to assess the 
risk to the community if a 
defendant is released with-
out having to post cash 
bail. Factors such as the 
current charges and the 

criminal history are taken 
into account, as well as 
the person’s life situation, 
Nevada County Probation 
Chief Officer Michael Er-
tola said. 

“We use a validated (risk 
assessment) tool,” he said, 
“We do a face-to-face in-
terview, and come up with 
a risk level.”

Being deemed a high risk 
does not necessarily pre-
clude release, Ertola said. 

Strickland was not facing 
any “exclusionary” charges 

such as kidnapping or 
other violent crime, he 
explained. 

Ertola said he would 
have more information 
available as to the basis 
for the recommendation 
made by his department 
on Monday. But, he said, 
ultimately the decision to 
release a defendant should 
come after a discussion in 
court between the district 
attorney, the defense coun-
sel, and the judge.

The pre-trial release 

report did not provide a 
lot of information, said 
Assistant District Attorney 
Chris Walsh, adding that 
Deputy District Attorney 
Casey Ayer opposed Strick-
land’s release.

Deputy Public Defender 
Tamara Zuromskis, who 
represented Strickland, 
declined to comment.

To contact Staff Writer 
Liz Kellar, email lizk@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4236.

“We also located indicia 
of drug sales, including 
hundreds of small plastic 
bags, scales and cutting 
agents,” he said.

Dzioba estimated the 
street value of the heroin 
at about $800. A pound 
of meth could sell for 

about $4,800 on the low 
end if sold by the ounce, 
up to $10,000 if sold 
in eighths or smaller 
quantities.

“It was a decent sei-
zure,” he said.

HISTORY
Lee’s federal conviction 

stemmed from arrests in 
2013 in Nevada County, 

court records state.
Lee — who had a 

number of prior crimi-
nal cases involving theft, 
forgery and drugs — was 
arrested in June 2013 on 
charges of petty theft, 
being under the influence 
of a controlled substance, 
possessing stolen proper-
ty, possessing an inges-
tion device and resisting 

LEE
From page A1

FROM PAGE ONE

arrest, reports state.
In August of that year, 

narcotics detectives 
searched her residence 
and reportedly found 
about 22 grams of meth 
packaged for sale in 
eight-ball increments, a 
scale, packaging material, 
a meth pipe and $700 in 
cash.

In another search con-
ducted that November, 
detectives located 116 
grams of suspected meth, 
packaging materials and 

$1,200 in cash, court 
records state. According 
to a criminal complaint 
filed in federal court, Lee 
admitted to obtaining 
meth on a regular basis 
for distribution.

Lee pleaded guilty in 
federal court to possess-
ing methamphetamine 
with intent to distrib-
ute and was sentenced 
to three years in prison. 
She entered drug court 
in 2017 and successful-
ly completed the reentry 
court program in March 
2018, according to court 
records. Her term of 

supervised release was re-
duced by one year at that 
time, to end Jan. 2, 2020.

Lee remained in custo-
dy Friday in the Nevada 
County Jail on $35,000 
bond, reports state.

To contact Staff Writer 
Liz Kellar, email lizk@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4236.

SHOOTING
From page A1

dumped her in the bushes 
off of You Bet Road,” then-
Grass Valley Police Capt. 
Dave Remillard said before 
a scheduled parole hearing 
in 2007. “It was an espe-
cially heinous crime.”

During her jury trial, 
Houghton said she killed 
her daughter because 
the girl was of mixed 
African-American and 

Caucasian race.
Houghton admitted she 

put Skylene “to sleep” out 
of “love” because of pain 
inflicted upon the child 
because of her “black ap-
pearance,” the post states. 
After Houghton had a new 
baby that she referred to as 
the “mega-white” baby, she 
began to physically abuse 
Skylene.

After a jury convicted 
Houghton, her case went to 
the Court of Appeal and her 
conviction was overturned, 

court records state. She 
later pleaded guilty to sec-
ond-degree murder.

The Grass Valley Police 
Department had written to 
the Parole Board opposing 
her release, and the District 
Attorney’s Office spoke 
during Friday’s hearing as 
well, the Facebook post 
states.

To contact Staff Writer 
Liz Kellar, email lizk@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4236.
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2 charged with killing 
Oakland man, stealing 
his laptop 

OAKLAND — Two men 
accused of stealing a laptop 
computer from a customer 
at an Oakland Starbucks 
who died from major injuries 
while chasing the thieves 
were charged Friday with 
murder and other felonies.

Javon Lee, 21, whom 
Alameda County 

prosecutors said snatched 
the laptop from Shuo Zeng 
on Tuesday, was charged 
with involuntary manslaugh-
ter and second-degree rob-
bery. Byron Reed, 22, who 
is accused of driving the 
getaway car which hit Zeng, 
was charged with special 
circumstances murder and 
second-degree robbery.

Police obtained sur-
veillance video showing 

Lee and an unidentified 
accomplice stealing the 
laptop from Zeng, court 
documents said. Reed was 
identified by witnesses and 
on surveillance video as the 
getaway driver. Police found 
the men and the suspect 
vehicle several hours after 
the robbery.

Police were searching for 
the third suspect.

— Associated Press

IN BRIEF

Thousands ring in the New Year at Squaw Valley
Thou-

sands of 
guests 

lined the slopes of Squaw 
Valley Alpine Meadows’ 
Exhibition lift for the final 
turns of 2019 as the resort 
looked to break the world 
record for the largest 
flare run by skiers and 
snowboarders.

For roughly two hours, 
groups of skiers and riders 

snaked their way down 
the short run with LED 
torches in hand as part 
of the annual event at 
Squaw. 

The exact number of 
skiers and riders, ac-
cording to Squaw Valley 
Alpine Meadows officials, 
hasn’t yet been deter-
mined, but indications 
are that a new unofficial 
record was set Tuesday 

night.
Squaw Valley Alpine 

Meadows officials report-
ed 2,913 skiers and riders 
on the mountain during 
last year’s cold and windy 
New Year’s Eve torchlight 
parade, which unofficially 
broke the Guinness World 
Record of 2,854 skiers and 
snowboarders on a course 
between Riggisalp and 
Schwarzsee, Switzerland, 

set on Jan. 28, 2006.
Guests at Squaw on 

Tuesday night enjoyed 
cool, clear conditions 
during the annual torch-
light parade, which was 
accompanied by live 
music by Apple Z. A 
fireworks show followed 
live music, before The 
Nomads rang in the New 
Year with a live music per-
formance at the Olympic 

Valley Lodge. The show 
marked the 20th anniver-
sary of The Nomads’ 1999 
New Year’s Eve perfor-
mance at the Olympic 
Valley Lodge.

Justin Scacco is a reporter 
for the Sierra Sun, a 
sister publication of The 
Union. Contact him at 
jscacco@sierrasun.com or 
530-550-2643.

Justin Scacco
jscacco@sierrasun.com

For roughly two 
hours, groups of 
skiers and riders 
snaked ... down 
the short run with 
LED torches in 
hand ...

Write a 200-word essay on the Nevada
 County resident you think should be chosen 

as Nevada County’s Citizen of the Year.
 Email essays to vcosta@theunion.com, or you 
can mail or drop off your essay in person at 
464 Sutton Way, Grass Valley, CA 95945.
Selected essays will be published in the 

2019 Best of Nevada County publication. 
Subject to editing. Deadline Jan. 30
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