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Rescue center: 
Wounded California 
sea lion euthanized

LAGUNA BEACH — A 
California sea lion suffer-
ing from two pellet gun 
wounds had to be euth-
anized, a rescue group 
said Tuesday.

The female yearling 
was found in distress at 
the Wedge in Newport 
Beach on Dec. 16 and 
taken to the Pacific 
Marine Mammal Center 
in Laguna Beach, where 

it was given the name 
Mandalorian.

“While conducting 
radiographs to obtain 
further information on 
the extent of the animal’s 
injury, her chest indicat-
ed two gunshots most 
likely from a pellet rifle,” 
the center said in a press 
release.

The sea lion’s health 
continued to deteriorate 
and it was euthanized on 
Dec. 22.

— Associated Press
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Hal DeGraw first served as a consulting attorney to the 
city in 2009 after retiring from a 21-year career as an 
attorney in the Nevada County Counsel’s Office.

Man killed 
in shooting 
made threats 
to shoot cops, 
authorities say

In the days leading up 
to a final, fatal confronta-
tion with law enforcement 
that led to his shooting 
death, Gabriel Strickland 
made threatening state-
ments about killing cops 
and engaged in a physical 
altercation with Grass 
Valley police officers while 
in possession of a hand-
gun, authorities said.

A be-on-the-lookout 
advisory had been issued 
for Strickland on Dec. 24, 
and the information was 
still in circulation on New 
Year’s Day when Strick-
land, 25, was shot after 
he pointed what was be-
lieved to be a shotgun at 
officers. The weapon later 

was determined to be an 
Airsoft rifle, the Nevada 
County Sheriff ’s Office has 
said.

Strickland was report-
edly hit five times and 
died at Sierra Nevada Me-
morial Hospital. Nevada 
County Sheriff ’s deputies 
Brandon Tripp and Taylor 
King, and Grass Valley Po-
lice Officer Brian Hooper, 
have been placed on paid 
administrative leave, the 
Sheriff ’s Office said.

The Dec. 24 BOLO was 
prompted by a 911 call 
from a relative who said 
Strickland had jumped 
into his truck as he 
backed out of a driveway 
on Rough and Ready 
Highway, said sheriff ’s 

City attorney steps 
down after decade

Nevada City Attorney 
Hal DeGraw has retired 
from his position after 10 
years on the job.

“I really enjoyed 
my time with the city, 
working with staff and 
officials to preserve and 
protect Nevada City 
for our enjoyment and 
future generations,” said 

DeGraw, whose retire-
ment became effective on 
New Year’s Eve.

DeGraw first served 
as a consulting attorney 
to the city in 2009 after 
retiring at age 66 from 
a 21-year career as an 
attorney in the Nevada 
County Counsel’s Office. 

“I tried being retired, 
and after about nine 

Putting the pieces 
back together

 The 28 guest rooms of the Holbrooke Hotel are all unique 
in size and remodel. Some of the rooms have retained the 
original exposed brick. 

Holbrooke re-opening hopeful for mid-year

COURTESY OF HAL DEGRAW

By Liz Kellar
Staff writer

By John Orona
Staff Writer

The clawfoot tubs have been refurbished and floors and 
fixtures have been put into place in many of the 20-plus 
rooms of the Holbrooke Hotel.

Sierra Foothills Construction superintendent Ken Porter, right, helps address some ducting issues with workers Tuesday 
afternoon at the historic Holbrooke Hotel currently under renovation in downtown Grass Valley. Renovating the 
160-year-old building has held its challenges and workers hope to reopen by mid-2020. For video see TheUnion.com.

PHOTOS BY ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM

Acme Hospitality project manager Anne L’Esperance and 
Sierra Foothills Construction superintendent Ken Porter 
talk about the design elements going into the speakeasy 
style Iron Door Saloon located in the basement of the 
Holbrooke Hotel.
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spokesman Andrew Trygg.
The man, who is not 

being identified, said he 
believed Strickland had 
intended to carjack him but 
changed his mind when he 
recognized him. 

“He was talking about 
killing cops, he was talking 
about killing himself, he 
was talking about killing 
other people,” he said, add-
ing Strickland was behav-
ing strangely and seemed 
angry. 

Strickland asked to be 
driven to pick up an assault 
rifle and said he wanted to 
go on a “killing spree” and 
was wanted by the law. He 
also claimed to have already 
shot a man, leaving the 
body in a shed. 

The man said he first 
drove to Grass Valley, then 
dropped Strickland off 
near Bitney Springs Road 
around 3:45 p.m. 

Responding deputies 
did an area check but were 
unable to locate Strickland, 
Trygg said. 

The Sheriff ’s Office issued 
a welfare check advisory, 
indicating that Strickland 
had made comments about 
obtaining a gun and want-
ing to shoot law enforce-
ment. It also stated that he 
appeared to be under the 
influence of a controlled 
substance and had a history 
of “being officer assaultive,” 
Trygg said.

DAYS LATER
On Dec. 27, Grass Valley 

police officers responded to 
a report of a man harass-
ing customers and they 
were advised of the BOLO 
regarding Strickland. 
Strickland began resisting 
and fighting officers at a 
Freeman Lane laundromat 
before being handcuffed, 
and then was found to have 
a handgun and ammuni-
tion in his pockets, Grass 
Valley Sgt. Jason Perry and 
reports stated.

Strickland was charged 
with possessing a loaded 

firearm while under the 
influence, being a felon in 
possession of a firearm and 
ammunition, and resisting 
arrest. His bail had been set 
at $300,000, but he was 
granted pre-trial release at 
a Dec. 30 hearing in Neva-
da County Superior Court, 
according to court records. 

The BOLO that was 
issued could be a signif-
icant factor in the Jan. 1 
shooting investigation, said 
Assistant District Attorney 
Chris Walsh, whose office is 
tasked with taking witness 
statements, reviewing foot-
age from vehicle-mounted 
and body-worn cameras 
and analyzing forensic evi-
dence from the scene.

Attorney Patrick Dwyer, 
who has been retained by 
Strickland’s family, said his 
primary concern is that the 
investigation is thorough.

“Number one, the fam-
ily wants to know what 
happened,” Dwyer said 
Monday. “(They) will look 
at whether to file a legal 
action once the facts are 
more clear.”

Beyond that, Dwyer 
said, Strickland’s death 
is a tragedy for the whole 
community. 

“I’m hopeful we can learn 
how to handle these situa-
tions better for all citizens 
of Nevada County,” he said. 
“Maybe the use of force 
was appropriate. I have no 
opinion (at this time), I’m 
reserving judgement.”

Dwyer said he sees his 
role as a fact-gatherer.

“I am trying to track 
down information,” he said. 
“If I find relevant evidence, 
I will share this with ADA 
Chris Walsh and I have 
already done this earlier to-
day. We all have to reserve 
judgement — it’s premature 
to reach conclusions. We 
have to look at this thor-
oughly and not be afraid of 
what we might find. I don’t 
know the answers yet.”

To contact Staff Writer 
Liz Kellar, email lizk@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4236.

SHOOTING
From page A1

Officials with the Department of Justice, Nevada County 
District Attorney’s and Sheriff’s offices at the scene of the 
Jan. 1 officer-involved fatal shooting in Grass Valley in this 
Jan. 3 file photo.

ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM
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months I found I missed 
being involved in local 
government,” DeGraw 
said. “I think the hardest 
part was I’d get the paper 
in the morning and read 
about what’s happening 
then, instead of al-
ready knowing what was 
happening.”

DeGraw said among 
his proudest accomplish-
ments during his tenure 
was facilitating the sale 
and renovation of the Na-
tional Hotel and acquir-
ing the Sugar Loaf prop-
erty. He plans to spend 
time with family, travel, 
take classes at Sierra Col-
lege, play Pickleball and 
volunteer.

Under the contract the 
city has with law firm 
Jones and Mayer, the firm 
will provide a replace-
ment — Crissy Hodgson, 
a municipal attorney 
with Jones and Mayer — 
whom DeGraw expects 
the council will vote to 
confirm during its Jan. 22 
meeting.

Hodgson will act as in-
terim city attorney until a 
permanent replacement is 
approved by the Nevada 

City Council, expected in 
two weeks.

Hodgson has been a 
Nevada City resident 
since 2009 and began 
working on Nevada City 
issues when she joined 
Jones and Mayer in 
2015, working on the 
city’s marijuana business 
ordinance.

“I’m excited about 
taking over, I’ve worked 
with the staff for several 
years now and really en-
joy working with them,” 
Hodgson said. “It’s not 
exactly like a new job 
because I already know 
everybody.” 

Hodgson graduated 
from Chapman Universi-
ty School of Law and was 
admitted to the Califor-
nia State Bar in 2004. 
She served as deputy 
city attorney for several 
northern California cities, 
though the Nevada City 
role will be her first time 
as city attorney.

“I’m part of the commu-
nity here, so I’m excited 
to be able to work in the 
office and being involved 
with my local communi-
ty,” Hodgson said. “I think 
we have a good mix of 
really civic minded folks 
that seem to really care 

about the community and 
I’ve enjoyed living here, 
and I’m looking forward 
to giving back in this role 
and helping Nevada City 
with their legal needs.”

CONFLICT
During the last City 

Council meeting, some 
members of the pub-
lic accused DeGraw of 
a conflict of interest by 
inappropriately steering 
the City Council to use 
a lawyer in the firm he 
works for to write the 5G 
wireless telecom regula-
tion ordinances.

“Why we are here 
tonight is because Hal 
DeGraw wanted to use 
the services of his firm to 
write the telecom ordi-
nance and secure more 
billable hours,” Pauli 
Halstead, former can-
didate for Nevada City 
Council, said at the Dec. 
10 meeting. 

“I think Jones and May-
er, including Hal, have 
done the city a huge dis-
service and I don’t think 
we should be using their 
services any longer.”

When the ordinances 
were first being discussed 
by the council, Mayor 
Reinette Senum suggested 

using telecom consultants 
Center for Municipal 
Solutions, which she said 
would write the ordinanc-
es for free.  

According to Nevada 
City’s contract with Jones 
and Mayer, “the City At-
torney will supervise the 
outside legal counsel’s 
work and all the writing 
of ordinances,” meaning 
Jones and Mayer would 
be involved — and bill the 
city — even if an outside 
counsel was contracted as 
Senum suggested. 

The contract also allows 
for the city to use other 
attorneys within the firm 
for specialized expertise 
in a subject area.

“What we do is utilize 
the attorneys within the 
firm that has the best 
knowledge with regards 
to a topic,” DeGraw 
said. “I don’t think it’s a 
conflict because it’s just 
another attorney in the 
same firm. If they want to 
go outside the firm they 
certainly could. I would 
assist the outside attorney 
to the extent that I could.”

To contact Staff Writer 
John Orona, email 
jorona@theunion.com or 
call 530-477-4229.

DEGRAW
From page A1

Harvey Weinstein’s rape trial 
begins on heels of new charges

NEW YORK — The judge 
at Harvey Weinstein’s sexual 
assault trial ordered jury se-
lection to begin as scheduled 
Tuesday, rejecting a defense 
request for a “cooling-off 
period” after prosecutors in 
Los Angeles brought new 
charges against him.

Judge James Burke denied 
a request for the delay after 
Weinstein’s lawyers ques-
tioned the timing of the new 
charges, which were filed 
Monday. If anyone believes it 
was coincidence, his attorney 
Donna Rotunno said, “I’d 
like to sell them the Brook-
lyn Bridge.”

“For a prosecutor, this is 
Christmas morning — the 
morning of jury selection to 
have him smeared every-
where,“ said another of his 
lawyers, Arthur Aidala, who 
asked for the delay in jury 
selection.

The judge also denied a 
request from prosecutors to 
revoke Weinstein’s bail and 
jail him until the trial is over, 
saying the new case against 
him in Los Angeles in-
creased his incentive to flee.

“There is a grave risk that 

this defendant will realize at 
some point that the evidence 
is overwhelming,“ said Assis-
tant District Attorney Joan 
Illuzzi.

But while turning pros-
ecutors down, Burke did 
threaten to jail Weinstein 

for using his cell phone in 
the courtroom in violation 
of court rules.

“Mr. Weinstein, is this re-
ally the way you want to end 
up in jail . by texting and 
violating a court order?“ 
Burke said.

Associated Press

Harvey Weinstein arrives to court in New York on Monday.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Billionaire 
Burkle’s son 
found dead 
at home

BEVERLY HILLS — Cal-
ifornia billionaire Ronald 
Burkle’s adult son Andrew 
was found dead, his family 
and the Los Angeles County 
coroner’s office said Tuesday.

“It is with the deepest re-
gret and sadness that we an-
nounce the death of Andrew 
C. Burkle on January 6, 2020 
in Beverly Hills, California,” 
his family said in a statement 
released through his father’s 
company.

“Andrew was known as a 
young man full of life and 
entrepreneurial energy,” it 
added. “Everyone he met 
commented on his humble 
demeanor and strong work 
ethic.”

Andrew Burkle was 26, 
according to a date of birth 
provided to The Associated 
Press by the coroner’s office.

His father is founder and 
managing partner of The 
Yucaipa Companies invest-
ment firm, a co-owner of the 

NHL’s Pittsburgh Penguins, 
an investor Sacramento’s 
Major League Soccer team 
and holds numerous other 
positions.

Andrew Burkle’s biography 
on the entertainment indus-
try database website IMDb 
identified him as a producer 
and actor with several credits.

“Drew was a bright, cre-
ative, energetic young man 
with a dynamic future ahead 
of him,” Penguins co-own-
er Mario Lemieux said in a 
statement. “Everyone in our 
organization knows that he 
was such a big part of his 
Dad’s life, and one of the 
many things they shared 
together was their love of 
Penguins hockey.”

David Morehouse, the 
Penguins’ president and CEO, 
said he knew Andrew Burkle 
since he was a little boy.

“I never met anyone with 
such a kind heart, gentle spir-
it and humility, all wrapped 
up in love and respect for his 
Dad,” Morehouse said.

Associated Press
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