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A tale of two lakes
SHORE PATROL—Above, a walker enjoys a moment in front of the pristine waters at Calabasas Lake on Sept. 26. Below, Lake Lindero in 
Agoura Hills had a far more difficult week as scores of dead fish floated to the surface due to a lack of oxygen in the water. Both lakes are 
more than 50 years old, but the much shallower Lindero has struggled historically due to persistent silt flowing from upstream communities.
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By John Loesing
newstip@theacorn.com

 A cleanup at Lake Lindero in 
Agoura Hills was completed this 
week following a major fish kill 
that sent thousands of dead carp 
and catfish floating to the surface 
and creating a foul smell that 
permeated the community for 
several days starting Sept. 21.
 The summer kills are a com-
mon occurrence at the 14-acre 
lake as algae goes into bloom 
and chokes off the oxygen supply 
needed by fish. This summer’s 
multiple heat waves made the 
problem worse.
 Representatives from the Los 
Angeles County Department of 
Public Health received a com-
plaint and visited the lake last 
week to assess the water quality 

By Ian Bradley
ianbradley@theacorn.com

 A downward trend in the 
state’s coronavirus cases has 
allowed many school districts 
to bring kids and teachers back 
to campus, but in Los Angeles 
County the students are still learn-
ing from home.
 Aimed at districts with firm 
pandemic measures in place, Cal-
ifornia instituted a waiver request 
program in August that could be 
used to bring elementary school 
students back on campus.   

Grossman
arrested in 
death of
two minors
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FATALITY—Deputies investigate 
Tuesday’s collision in Westlake.
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By Ian Bradley
ianbradley@theacorn.com

 Local families remain in shock 
today following Tuesday night’s 
horrific accident in Westlake Vil-
lage that left two male juveniles 
dead and one prominent resident 
in jail facing charges of vehicular 
manslaughter.
 One of the boys was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, the 
other was transported to Los 
Robles Regional Medical Center 
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Accident
From Page 1 —
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‘LIKE CROSSING A FREEWAY’—
Deputies study the road where 
the incident occurred.

40ATMSC64I

and died several hours later despite 
the live-saving efforts of hospital 
staff.
 Investigators with the Los An-
geles County Sheriff’s Department 
released no further information 
about the victims. The boys’ ages 
and relationship to each other was 
not disclosed.
 The incident occurred at 7:10 
p.m. Sept. 29 at the intersection of 
Triunfo Canyon Road and Saddle 
Mountain Drive just south of 
Westlake Lake. In photos taken 
at the crash site a child’s scooter 
could be seen lying at the intersec-
tion’s crosswalk and a helmet with 
roller blades on a sidewalk nearby.
 The driver, 57-year-old Re-
becca Gray Grossman of Hidden 
Hills, was arrested on two counts 
of vehicular manslaughter. She is 
being held on $2-million bail, the 
sheriff’s department said. Each 
charge of vehicular manslaughter 
carries a possible sentence of up 
to six years in prison. 
 Rebecca Grossman is the 
founder and chair of the Gross-
man Burn Foundation, a Calaba-
sas-based nonprofit organization 
that offers burn prevention educa-
tion and services to communities, 
according to the organization’s 
website. The foundation is asso-
ciated with the Grossman Burn 
Centers, a network of facilities in 
California and Missouri founded 
by the late Dr. Richard Grossman, 
her father-in-law, in 1969. 
 For many years Rebecca 
Grossman was the publisher and 
editor-in-chief of Westlake Mag-
azine; she remains a contributor.
 According to the magazine’s 
website, she launched West Luxu-
ry Magazine and Paragon Healthy 
Lifestyle Magazines in 2016 and is 
the CEO of Powerhouse Lux Me-
dia, Inc. and Day In The Life Apps, 
a mobile application development 
company.
 Authorities have declined to 
state if speeding and drugs or al-
cohol played a role in the incident. 
A vehicular manslaughter charge 
is predicated on the commission 
of a crime.  
 As of Wednesday morning, 
Grossman remained in custody 
at the sheriff’s Century Regional 
Detention Facility in Lynwood.
 For several years, residents 
in the area have raised concerns 
about the crosswalk where the 
collision occurred. The road is 
painted appropriately, but there 
are no lights, stop signs or traffic 
signals to warn drivers when pe-
destrians are in the road.
 Melissa Wolfson, a resident of 

the nearby Parkwood Estates, said 
she spoke previously to the West-
lake Village City Council about 
the need for a light or a sign at the 
crosswalk, but nothing became of 
her request.
 “It’s very dark (on the street). I 
called the city about six years ago 
saying we needed lights or some-
thing there. We wanted to get lights 

like there are at the crosswalks 
on Lindero Canyon Road (and 
Middlegate Road) but the city said 
they’d been discontinued and there 
was no money,” Wolfson said. 
 “I asked why we didn’t have 
anything at our crosswalk and 
they said, statistically speaking, 
nothing happens or was going to 
happen there. They said you could 

walk down to Lindero Canyon 
Road and Triunfo Canyon Road 
and cross there.”
 She said she’s had her own 
close calls while at the Saddle 
Mountain Drive crosswalk, and 
knows other residents who claim 
to have nearly been struck there.
 Wolfson said she left a message 
for Mark Wessel, the city’s traffic 

engineer, on Wednesday morning 
following the accident.
 “A lot of us have been trying to 
do something. People don’t stop 
there,” Wolfson said. “It’s a 45 
mile-per-hour zone but everyone 
speeds there. It’s like crossing a 
freeway.”
 Kyle Jorrey contributed to this 
story.
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Tragedy, heartbreak and loss
By Ian Bradley

ianbradley@theacorn.com

 An Oct. 21 court date has been set for Rebecca 
Grossman, the driver of an automobile who allegedly 
struck and killed two boys at a crosswalk in Westlake 
Village last week
 Grossman, 57, was arrested Sept. 29 on suspicion of 
vehicular manslaughter, driving under the influence and 
fleeing the scene of an accident. The charges against her will 

be announced by the Los Angeles County district attorney 
when Grossman appears in court later this month.
 She was held for 24 hours on $2-million bail before 
being released early Oct. 1 after posting bond.
 Investigators this week have been visiting restaurants in 
the vicinity of the crash that serve alcohol to try and pinpoint 
where Grossman was in the hours before the collision. 
 The death of Mark and Jacob Iskander of Westlake 
Village sent shock waves through the community. Mark 
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GRIEVING—Left, a memorial for Mark and Jacob 
Iskander (pictured) filled the sidewalk within hours 
following the incident at Triunfo Canyon Road and 
Saddle Mountain Drive in Westlake Village. The 
brothers were killed while crossing the intersection 
on Sept. 29. Above, mourners share a quiet moment 
during a prayer vigil for the boys Oct. 1 at Ascension 
Lutheran School in Thousand Oaks. 
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 Vote-by-mail ballots began arriving in homes this week. Information about 
the candidates in local races can be seen at theacorn.com/election-2020. The 
Acorn and City of Calabasas will host a candidates forum for Las Virgenes 
Unified School District Oct. 13. See the forum link at cityofcalabasas.com 
prior to the 7 p.m. start. More election coverage can be found on Page 14.

Everybody’s praying 
for them. That’s the 

one thing that’s  
really going to help 
them through this.

Emad Ibrahim 
friend of  the  

Iskander family

By Ian Bradley
ianbradley@theacorn.com

 A statewide renter-protection program 
for residents who fell behind in their month-
ly payments expired last month. But action 
by the California Legislature will ensure 
that tenants facing a mountain of unpaid rent 
have until February 2021 to begin paying 
back their landlords.
 When the economy collapsed in March, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom imposed a moratorium 
on evictions that lasted through the end 
of May. He twice extended the order, but 
the California Judicial Council—the state 
courts’ policy-making body that backed 
Newsom’s initial moratorium—voted to 

end the protections on Sept. 1.
 The Legislature passed Assembly Bill 
3088 in late August. The bill, which New-
som signed into law Aug. 31, extends the 
protections put into place by the state and 
its cities for renters who are struggling 
financially due to the pandemic. The bill 
introduces a timeline to help residents get 
back on track with their rent payments in 
hopes of heading off a deluge of evictions.
 The City of Agoura Hills had passed its 
own moratorium on residential evictions, 

State says free rent won’t last forever 
 Partial payments due 
starting February 2021
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was only 11 and Jacob 9.
 “Everybody’s praying for 
them,” said Emad Ibrahim, a 
friend of the family’s. “That’s the 
one thing that’s really going to 
help them through this.”
 The incident occurred at the in-
tersection of Triunfo Canyon Road 
and Saddle Mountain Drive, just 
south of Westlake Lake. The boys 
were on an early evening walk 
with their parents and two younger 
siblings when Grossman’s late 
model Mercedes reportedly struck 
the boys as they entered the cross-
walk.
 Mark was pronounced dead at 
the scene. Jacob was transported 
to Los Robles Regional Medical 
Center and died several hours 
later, despite the life-saving efforts 
of the hospital staff. The rest of the 
family escaped injury, with inves-
tigators saying the parents, Karim 
and Nancy Iskander, were able to 
save two of the children by pulling 
them back to the curb in time.
 There is no stoplight at the 
intersection.
 Mourners from the Iskander’s 
church, Archangel Michael Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Simi Valley, 
gathered at the scene of the acci-
dent on Wednesday evening to pay 
their respects to the family and 
remember Mark and Jacob, who 
had been active members of the 
congregation.
 Ibrahim, a Simi Valley resident, 
met the Iskanders at the church 
nine years ago. Ibrahim said the 
congregation heard the news last 
Wednesday morning from their 
priest. His oldest son is the same 
age as Mark Iskander, and he said 
the two boys were close friends.
 “I was shocked. . . . My son 
was there with me and he heard 
(the news) and he started crying,” 
Ibrahim said. “At 11 it’s really 
hard. I didn’t think he’d really un-
derstand, but he was heartbroken,” 
Ibrahim said. “He was asking, ‘I’m 
not going to see Mark? I’m not go-
ing to play with Mark?’ It was dif-
ficult. You can only imagine what 
their family is going through.”
          ‘A very sweet boy’
 At a memorial on Triunfo 
Canyon Road filled with flowers, 
photos and stuffed animals, doz-
ens of mourners sang hymns and 
shared stories of the brothers. They 
expressed shock at how a simple 
evening walk could take such a 
horrifying turn.
 A witness told The Acorn one 
body landed approximately 100 
feet from the scene of the col-
lision. Grossman is accused of 

Collision
From Page 1 —
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DRIVER AND CAR—Rebecca Grossman is co-founder and chair of the 
Grossman Burn Foundation.  “Like our entire community, the Grossman 
Burn Center family at West Hills Hospital is terribly saddened by this 
tragedy. Our sympathies are with all who have been affected,” the 
foundation said in a statement. At left, Grossman’s damaged Mercedes.Courtesy of LASD

41ATMSC55S
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fleeing the accident and driving 
under the influence, Capt. Chuck 
Becerra of the Lost Hills Sheriff’s 
Station said. Significant damage 
could be seen on the front of the 
Mercedes. 
 Simi Valley resident Marcos 
Guirguis, a servant in the church, 
was Mark Iskander’s Sunday 
school teacher. The two had been 
in class together two days before 
the accident.
 “Mark was a very sweet boy. 
He was well-educated, well-dis-
ciplined. He knew a lot of things 
from the Bible, from the church 
teachings. He was friends with 
everyone,” Guirguis said.
 The Iskanders are well-loved 
members of the congregation. 
Ibrahim said when Nancy 
Iskander was pregnant with her 
fourth child, she was teased that it 
would be another boy, her fourth, 
and she would stop trying for a 
girl.
 That didn’t happen. Mark and 
Jacob have a younger brother 
Zach, 4, and a baby sister, Violet, 
who is 18 months old.
        Going forward
 The city of Westlake Village 
is hosting a special meeting of the 
City Council tonight, Oct. 8, to 
discuss pedestrian safety in the city.
 A statement from the city re-
leased the day after the accident 
asked for residents to support the 
Iskandar family.
 “In the wake of the devastating 
traffic fatalities that took the lives 
of two young boys on Tuesday 
night, the City of Westlake Vil-
lage joins with the community in 
mourning this horrific loss.  There 
are no words that can adequately 
convey the sorrow we feel for 
this Westlake Village family,” the 
statement read.
 One resident in the Parkwood 
Estates neighborhood next to the 
intersection told The Acorn that 
she approached the City Council 
about the need for a signal light 

where Triunfo and Saddle Moun-
tain meet, but says nothing came 
of her request.
 Oaks Christian School, where 
Mark had just started as a sixth- 
grader, canceled classes last 
Thursday and Friday after learn-
ing about the tragedy. The school 
is also collecting donations on 
behalf of the family.
 Ascension Lutheran, where 
Jacob was in third grade, has 
invited families and community 

members to post paper hearts with 
notes to the family on the fence 
at the back of its property. The 
school held a vigil for the boys 
on Oct. 1. A memorial service for 
the victims is planned for Oct. 7.
 A GoFundMe account has 
been set up in the family’s name.  
The page says the money will be 
donated to a charity in honor of 
Mark and Jacob.
 Follow Ian Bradley on Twitter 
@Ian_reports.

INTERSECTION 
OF TRAGEDY AND 
HOPE—Above and 
at left, a memorial 
for Mark and Jacob 
Iskander continues 
to grow Oct. 2 at 
the intersection of 
Triunfo Canyon Road 
and Saddle Mountain 
Drive in Westlake 
Village. The brothers 
were killed Sept. 29 
while crossing   
Triunfo.

Photos by MICHAEL COONS 
Acorn Newspapers

ARE YOU SELLING YOUR VEHICLE?

(805) 496-3370 | www.AllenMotors.com
2594 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks 

• Family Owned Since 1993
• Best Location in the Conejo Valley
• Open 7 Days a Week
• Call us for an Appointment

motors.com

Consign Your Car, SUV or Truck, 
Paid for or NotClassic Cars 

Welcome!

FREE DETAIL 
When You Consign Your Vehicle

We Guarantee the Sale of your 
Vehicle or We’ll Buy it!*

(*Subject To Agreed Upon Value)

Bring in your vehicle and let us:
• Determine the selling value
• Recondition it for sale
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Doors        Windows      Hardware

Competitive Pricing      Design Center & Showroom    Over 30 years of experience 

www.AgouraSash.com
(805) 449 - 2840
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“We Can Help! Don’t ignore the IRS, they will not go away.”

IRS PROBLEMS 
RESOLVED

2535 Townsgate Rd., Suite 215 Westlake Village

KASH CHANDANI 
& CO. CPA’s

1-800-LESS-4-IRS • 1-800-537-7447
WWW.LESS4IRS.COM

Visit our website for client testimonials.

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION.

Former IRS Agent 
With Over 35 Years of Experience

“...We regained our piece of mind” 
“...Kash saved our marriage”  • “...I can sleep peacefully now” 

“...We strongly recommend Kash Chandani CPA” 
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Ask Kash your local Tax Expert
Tory from Westlake asks:
“Can I deduct the sales tax  
I paid to buy a car in 2018 on 
my return?”
 

Under the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act you can still write off state 
and local tax payments if you 
itemize, but the total annual 
deduction is limited to $10,000.
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