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 “Good plan and cover, Brian.”
 That was a what eBay inter-
national security executive and 
retired Santa Clara police sergeant 
Phil Cooke texted to co-conspira-
tor Brian Gilbert, in August 2019 
about the plan to mislead police 
and FBI agents investigating a 
harassment campaign against 
Massachusetts newsletter publish-
ers after posting articles critical of 
former eBay CEO Devin Wenig’s 
leadership.*
 Cooke was charged last 
week in the criminal conspiracy, 
in which six other eBay secu-
rity executives, including retired 
SCPD captain Brian Gilbert, 
were charged in June. Last week, 
U.S. Attorney Andrew E. Lelling 
named Cooke as “Supervisor 1” 
who appears in the complaint and 
other documents in the case.
 Although Cooke didn’t do 
any of the dirty work himself, he’s 
alleged to have been involved in 
every aspect of the conspiracy 
from the harassing tweets and 
messages directed at the victims, 
to generating ideas for a series 
of creatively revolting deliveries 
— including live cockroaches 
and pornography — to physi-
cally stalking the victims, to the 
attempted cover up in which the 

pair discussed using Santa Clara 
police officers. 
 Case documents allege that 
Cooke and Gilbert were central 
to strategizing the cover-up.
 The cover up began in mid-
August when the schemers got 
wind of the police investigation. 
In the course of strategizing about 
ways to mislead the investigation 
by creating phony “persons of in-
terest” and pretending to assist the 
police, Cooke sent the memorable 
“Good plan, Brian” text.
 “Copy all. Good plan and 
cover. Brian, important to be con-
vincing so they don’t start looking 
to find video of who purchased 
the gift cards,” Cooke wrote. The 
cards used to send the harassing 
deliveries were purchased at a 
Santa Clara Safeway by alleged 
co-conspirator Veronica Zea, as 
Santa Clara resident. 
 “Don’t think they would go 
that far but is a little concern-
ing,” Cooke continued. “If I was 
the [Massachusetts] Detective 
I would ask you for a local PD 
contact to go get video. Might 
want to have a friendly in mind.”
 Gilbert replied that he “was 
thinking the same thing. If they 
bring it up I might volunteer to 
assist with that. Then we can 
control the local cop and maybe 
provide a video from a different 

Santa Clara Safeway.”
 The City announced in June 
that it would be launching an inves-
tigation into possible wrongdoing 
by Gilbert, and presumably Cooke, 
during their tenure in Santa Clara. 
Because the crimes they are alleged 
to have committed were not in the 
course of their employment with 
SCPD, they will not lose their pen-
sions. Cooke and Gilbert received 
pensions of $222,401 and $207,562 
respectively.

 Santa Clara Police Chief Pat-
rick Nikolai said in an email that 
he was “extremely disappointed” 
by the news about Cooke.
 “I had a conversation with 
him before the new charges came 
out,” wrote Nikolai. “He told me 
that he had been laid off from 
eBay and that there were poten-
tially charges going to be issued.  
He said that he could not really 
discuss anything because it was 
all confidential.”

 In 2019, Cooke was a co-
author of an editorial posted 
on Robert Haugh’s Santa Clara 
News blog denigrating retired 
Chief Mike Sellers’ and Acting 
Chief Dan Winter’s leadership, 
and endorsing current Chief Pat 
Nikolai.
 Cooke and Gilbert aren’t the 
only retired SCPD officers to work 
in eBay’s corporate security op-
eration. Former SCPD supervisor 
Scott Fitzgerald also took a security 
job with eBay when he retired, and 
according to his LinkedIn page, is 
still employed there.
 * The preamble to the ha-
rassment campaign was a text 
exchange between two unnamed 
executives about “taking down” 
the author of the critical articles. 
 Bloomberg News makes 
the case that Wenig is likely the 
indictment’s Executive 1 based 
a specific sentence in the News-
letter story that the indictment 
quotes. The news network also al-
leges that Executive 2 is former 
eBay Chief Communications 
Officer Steven Wyman, based on 
its insider sources
 Neither are charged in the 
case. Both left eBay last fall and 
the company has said publically 
that the reasons for their depar-
tures are unrelated to the harass-
ment conspiracy.

“Good Plan, Brian” — Second Retired 
Santa Clara Cop Indicted 

In 2016, former Santa Clara Police Department cops Phil Cooke and Brian Gil-
bert received the Distinguished Service Award together. Now, they’re both on 
the hook for a harassment tirade they were part of while they worked at eBay

“clear Measure J violation,” and 
her cohorts on the Board echoed 
her frustration.
 “To me, it doesn’t make any 
sense. I am tired of the games,” 
said Board Member Debi Davis.  
“We are paying for people to 
work over there. So, once again, 
they are talking out of both sides 
of their face. They are wasting 
our staff time … I don’t know 
what the answer is. I feel like 
we are dealing with a bunch of 
children.”
 As usual, nobody from 
ManCo attended the meeting. 

Related Phase 2 Gets Go-Ahead
 The Council also met Mon-
day, when it discussed phase 2 of 
the City Place Project.
 Andrew Crabtree, Director of 
Community Development, told 
the Council that the developer 
has met the requirements for in-
frastructure and that the second 
phase jibes with the master plan. 
 The second phase of the 
seven-phase development will 
tout 435,000 square feet of of-
fice space, 405,000 square feet of 
retail, 150,000 square feet of food 
and beverage, 50,000 square feet 
of entertainment, 220 hotel rooms 
and 500 apartments. Little has 

changed with Related’s 240-acre 
development since the Council 
last saw plans. However, one of 
the bigger changes was to allow 
traffic onto what was once billed 
as a pedestrian paseo.
 Steve Eimer, with Related, 
said although there have been few 
changes to the project because of 
COVID-19, the company is ready 
to pivot if needed. 
 “We are very heavily in-
volved in sorting out what sort 
of design and operational adjust-
ments need to be made in order 
to deal with both the short-term 
and the long-term effects of this 
pandemic,” Eimer said. “They 

are going to be very far-reaching, 
which, frankly, works to our ben-
efit. The timing is such that we 
can make the changes that we feel 
are appropriate and our experts 
feel are appropriate because we 
are not yet under construction.”
 Chahal was concerned with 
the parking, saying it is inad-
equate. He also said he wants 
“concrete measures” for the traffic 
demand mitigation, adding that 
there needs to be penalties for 
traffic reduction not being met.
 Gillmor assured the public 
that the City has not been drag-
ging its feet on moving the project 
forward, blaming the delay on San 

Jose, who filed a lawsuit against 
the City for City Place project. 
 The Council unanimously ap-
proved the development area plan. 

Miscellaneous Action From 
Both Meetings
 The Council also rejected 
a request to agendize changing 
the zoning code for massage 
parlors Monday and approved 
moving forward with putting 
a transient occupancy tax in-
crease on the ballot in November.  
 The Council meets again 
Tuesday, August 18 in the Coun-
cil Chambers at City Hall, 1500 
Warburton Ave. in Santa Clara.

4   |  JULY 15, 2020

COUNCIL FROM PAGE 3


