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The Marin Agricultural Land 
Trust has returned $833,250 that 
Marin County gave it to preserve 
a tract in West Marin.

MALT used the money to help 
it purchase a $1.66 million ag-
ricultural easement on the 326-
acre Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch in 
2017. The county asked MALT for 
a refund after the trust said it had 
failed to disclose a property ap-
praisal that would have reduced 
the grant.

“We just thought the right 
thing to do was to ask for the 
money back,” said Max Korten, 
Marin County’s director of parks 
and open space.

The return of the money did 

not affect the easement. 
The county money came from 

Measure A sales tax revenue. 
As approved by Marin voters in 
2012, 20% of Measure A funds 
must be used for the protection 
of farmland at risk of subdivision 
or development in order to pre-
serve Marin’s working farms and 
ranches.

The county is expecting a sharp 
drop in Measure A revenue in 
2020-21 because of the coronavi-
rus emergency.

“As part of a recent review of 
easement transactions, MALT 
staff noted that two sepa-
rate appraisals were obtained 
to determine the valuation of 
the Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch 
easement,” the trust said in a 
statement. “This property was at 

high risk of conversion to non-
agricultural use given its loca-
tion. Because the initial draft 
valuation for the easement was 
well below comparable values 
for MALT projects, MALT ob-
tained a second appraisal and 
ultimately used the higher ap-
praisal to value the easement.”

However, MALT’s application 
to the Marin County for Measure 
A funds neglected to mention the 
first appraisal.

MALT said its staff did not in-
clude the earlier appraisal be-
cause it was not mandated. MALT 
said the county’s application form 
for Measure A forms requires ap-
plicants only to include a valid ap-
praisal to establish the valuation 
of a conservation easement.

WEST MARIN

Land trust returns $833,250 
to county over appraisal gap
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A car drives along Novato Boulevard next to land protected by the Marin Agricultural Land Trust near Point 
Reyes-Petaluma Road west of Novato.

By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

The Mill Valley City Council 
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion this week against racism 
and inequity, but some critics 
dismissed it as a weak gesture.

The resolution is the latest 
move by the city since a fu-
ror over a comment by Mayor 
Sashi McEntee during a coun-
cil meeting last month. When 
asked what the city is do-
ing “to show that black lives 
matter,” McEntee said it was 
against city policy to “take ac-
tion on issues that are not of 
immediate local importance.”

The new resolution, ad-
opted at the council’s meeting 
on Monday night, was drafted 
with the aim of “stating Black 
Lives Matter, affirming racial 
equity is a matter of local im-
portance, and committing to 
developing a plan towards a 
diverse, inclusive, and wel-
coming community.”

The resolution also said the 
city is “appalled” by the death 
of George Floyd, the man 
whose lethal arrest in Min-
nesota in May set off protests 
around the world.

“Over 200 community 
members called, emailed or 
joined us via video conferenc-
ing to share their concerns 
and ideas,” said McEntee said 
Monday. “We have heard the 
stories, we have heard the 
pain and we have heard the 
concerns. Now it is time to 
act.”

About a dozen people called 
into the meeting to support 
the resolution but criticize its 

language as vague or hollow.
“I see a very performa-

tive piece of jargon here that 
seems like it’s just for you,” 
said Elias Karkabi, a Fairfax 
resident. “I’m not sure what 
you’re doing. You know, what 
really stands out is where you 
say Mill Valley residents have 
‘historically supported work-
ing towards a diverse, inclu-
sive and welcoming com-
munity.’ I mean, that’s just 
nonsense. That’s just white-
washing.”

“When someone is extra-
judicially killed by a group of 
people, that is murder,” Kark-
abi added. “And there’s an-
other word for it, which is 
pretty pertinent, it’s lynching.”

Todd Carney, a Mill Valley 
resident, said the language is 
dishonest because the city has 
a history of redlining housing 
based on race and income. He 
added that the lack of afford-
able housing still makes it dif-
ficult for Black, Indigenous 
and people of color to move 
into Mill Valley.

“I think this should be a mo-
ment of reckoning and of own-
ing up to our history,” Carney 
said. “It doesn’t really do us 
any service to cover that up 
and whitewash that history.

“And discovering any sort 
of path forward is going to 
have to involve going through 
that ugly history and saying, 
OK. Yeah. This was something 
that happened 60 years ago, 
70 years ago, and we know 
we can’t let happen again 
and we’re going to be explicit 
about why it won’t.”
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Noted Marin lawyers 
named to state panel

The Supreme Court of 
California has appointed 
two Marin legal figures to 
a panel on discrimination 
in jury selection.

The group will study 
potential measures to 
counteract bias, includ-
ing diversity in jury pools 
and changes to jury in-
structions.

The group consists of 11 
state judges, including re-
tired Supreme Court jus-
tice Kathryn Werdegar of 
Ross. The court also ap-
pointed five lawyers in an 
advisory capacity, includ-
ing Marin County Public 
Defender Jose Varela.

The court announced 
the appointments on 
Monday.

NOVATO

San Marin project 
clears city board

The city Design Review 
Commission has recom-
mended that the city ap-
prove a six-home devel-
opment in the San Marin 
neighborhood.

The Comstock Com-
mons proposal calls for 
live-work units up to 27 
feet high at the south-
east corner of San Marin 
Drive and San Andreas 
Drive.

The commission 
cleared the project in a 
4-0 vote at its meeting 
on Wednesday, said Vivek 
Damodaran, a city plan-
ner. One commissioner 
was absent.

Vegetation fire 
burns near landfill

Firefighters are in-
vestigating a vegetation 
fire Tuesday at the Red-
wood Landfill near High-
way 101.

The fire was reported 
shortly before 2 p.m., 
fire Battalion Chief Jeff 
Whittet said. He said the 
fire burned less than an 

acre.
No injuries or damaged 

buildings were reported.

SAN RAFAEL

Police to upgrade 
911 calling system

The City Council has 
authorized police Chief 
Diana Bishop to use a 
$287,000 grant to up-
grade the police depart-
ment’s 911 emergency 
calling system.

The council approved 
the move Monday. The 
new system, which is 
equipped with 911 tex-
ting, will replace a system 
installed in 2013.

The grant was awarded 
by the California 9-1-1 
Emergency Communica-
tions Branch. The system 
from AT&T is expected to 
cost $283,371, according 
to a staff report.

In your town
Send us your news: Email news items from Marin’s cities 
and towns to localnews@marinij.com or mail them to City 
Desk, Marin Independent Journal, 4000 Civic Center Drive, 
Suite 301, San Rafael, CA 94903.
Send us your photos: Send photos to photos@marinij.
com and include your name, phone number and some de-
tails about the photo.

By Adrian Rodriguez
arodriguez@marinij.com

The wind-whipped, 
9-acre fire burning in the 
Point Reyes National Sea-
shore has been 75% con-
tained, the Marin County 
Fire Department said Tues-
day.

Fifteen firefighters, in-
cluding one Inverness fire 
engine company and the 

12-member Tam Crew, were 
working Tuesday to put out 
hot spots, Marin County fire 
Batallion Chief Chris Marti-
nelli said.

No structures were 
threatened. No injuries have 
been reported.

The Pierce Fire, between 
Tomales Point and White 
Gulch, was reported at 
about 3 p.m. Monday.

A total of 35 firefighters, 

including two helicopters 
dropping buckets of water, 
worked to control the blaze. 
The crews started on the 
hill pushing fire toward the 
beach.

“The remote location 
made it difficult to access,” 
Martinelli said, noting that 
the bay side of the fire was a 
cliff. There are beaches but 
they are only accessible by 
boat, he said: “Our engines 

had to be boated in from the 
other side of the bay.”

Martinelli said the fire 
appears to have been orig-
inated by the water.

There were no reports of 
fireworks in the area at the 
time the fire started, he said.

“The cause is undeter-
mined, but it’s likely human-
caused,” Martinelli said, 
noting there are no utility 
lines in the area.

REMOTE LOCATION

Point Reyes 9-acre fire 75% contained

“While MALT followed 
the letter of the county’s re-
quirements for Measure A 
applications in this trans-
action, the recent follow up 
with the county was to en-
sure that all parties agreed 
MALT also adhered to 
the spirit of those require-
ments,” said Jamison Watts, 
MALT’s executive director.

“While many staff and 
the board of directors are in-
volved in every transaction,” 
Watts said, “as MALT’s exec-
utive director, I take full re-
sponsibility for this Measure 
A application.”

Asked what prompted the 
review that turned up the 
failure to disclose the lower 
appraisal, MALT said it is 
standard practice for trusts 
accredited by the Land 

Trust Alliance — a nonprofit 
based in Washington, D.C. — 
to periodically review ease-
ment acquisitions. The trust 
noted it will be seeking re-
accreditation in 2021.

In an email, Bruce Run-
nels, chairman of the alli-
ance’s accreditation com-
mission, wrote, “To renew, 
an accredited land trust vol-
untarily submits to an exter-
nal, independent review of 
their practices by the com-
mission.”

The initial appraisal val-
ued the easement at $1.13 
million. Under that scenario, 
the county’s 50% match 
would have amounted 
to $567,500, more than 
$265,750 less than under 
the second appraisal of $1.66 
million.

The second appraisal 
was done by John Bouyea of 
John Bouyea and Associates. 
MALT won’t say who did the 
initial appraisal.

“It is MALT’s policy not 
to discuss draft appraisals,” 
the trust wrote in a state-
ment.

Regarding the reason 
for the second appraisal, 
MALT wrote that its “staff 
and board were concerned 
that offering a conserva-
tion easement purchase 
price well below appropri-
ate market valuation for 
the easement would have 
left that property at risk of 
development.”

To date, not counting the 
Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch 
easement, MALT has been 
awarded about $13.2 million 
in Measure A funds to pro-
tect 11 farms and ranches 
covering 6,692 acres.

MALT said that while 
there have been other ease-
ments that were supported 
in part by Measure A funds 
where more than one ap-
praisal was commissioned, 
in those cases the terms of 

the easement were modified 
or the earlier appraisal was 
out of date.

“I appreciate MALT com-
ing forward to let us know 
about this,” Korten said. 
“We don’t have any indica-
tion this is a pattern or that 
MALT has done this in other 
circumstances.”

The county is updating 
its guidelines to require the 
disclosure of any appraisal 
work produced within a 
24-month window prior to 
an application for Measure 
A funds.

“We want to ensure that 
the county has all the infor-
mation necessary to make 
a well-informed decision,” 
Korten said.

In a statement, MALT 
said it “has taken this op-
portunity to review its pol-
icies and procedures and 
make required updates to 
ensure a similar situation 
does not arise in the future.”
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Councilman Urban Car-
mel motioned to reword 
the resolution to describe 
Floyd’s death as a murder. 
He also sought a rewrite of 
Section 6, which describes 
how the city has “histori-
cally supported” diversity 
and equity.

Carmel said the section 
should read: “Mill Valley 
has historically not fulfilled 
its stated intent to create a 
diverse, inclusive and wel-
coming community for peo-
ple of all racial and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds, includ-
ing those who live, work and 
attend school and visit Mill 
Valley.”

The council agreed and 
passed the amended reso-
lution.

Councilman Jim Wick-
ham, who was raised in 
Mill Valley and worked as 
a city police officer for 37 
years, said the resolution 
needs more work. He said 
he hopes the city’s emerg-
ing “diversity equity inclu-
sion task force” can come 
up with changes that lead 
to definitive actions.

“I’m very supportive of 
this resolution here in this 
working document,” Wick-
ham said. “It’s going to take 
more than five of us. It is 
going to take all of us, the 
whole community, to resolve 
all of these issues.”

Many people were also 
concerned the city has not 
yet provided clear details 

about the timeline, mem-
bership and stipend for the 
task force.

The city has received 
more than 35 emails from 
people interested in joining 
the committee, and a work-
ing group is meeting later 
this week to discuss the de-
tails, said Linn Walsh, se-
nior management analyst.

“Once formed, the task 
force meetings will be open 
to the public,” Walsh said. 
“So there will be transpar-
ency and many additional 
opportunities to contrib-
ute.”

She added that the city is 
looking for a facilitator to 
advise on the process and 
the appropriate number of 
members for the panel.

Alan Piombo, the city 
manager, said the city has 

earmarked $30,000 so far to 
support the committee.

“Whether that be for a fa-
cilitator, venues, etc., it’s just 
a placeholder for the coun-
cil and task force direction,” 
he said.

Margaret Fisher, 70, a 
Mill Valley resident, said 
the council should attach a 
stipend to the panel’s mem-
bership to include working-
class people from low-in-
come communities who can-
not afford to volunteer time.

“So that it can be actu-
ally realistic and represent 
the people that we’re say-
ing we’re trying to include,” 
Fisher said.

She suggested the city use 
money from the police de-
partment’s budget.

“It seems like perfect use 
of that funding,” she said.

Racism
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Coronavirus data as of Tuesday for Marin County.
Confirmed cases: 1,512
Deaths: 20
Tests performed: 34,406
Total hospitalizations: 70
Current hospitalizations: 37
Recovered: 1,096
San Quentin cases: 1,369
Source: Marin County Health and Human Service

Marin coronavirus update 
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By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com

The Marin Agricultural Land Trust has sued 
Marin County to prevent it from releasing infor-
mation requested under the California Public Re-
cords Act to a Ross resident who tried unsuccess-
fully to attain a conservation easement from the 
nonprofit in 2015.

“The lawsuit is not a sign of animus between 
MALT and the county but rather a legal mecha-
nism to prevent the release of this sensitive infor-
mation,” Roy Fort, MALT’s acting director, and 
Neil Rudolph, chairman of MALT’s board, wrote 
in a statement.

According to the statement, after the appli-
cation from the Ross resident, Kenneth Slayen, 
was denied, “the disappointed applicant began 
threatening the organization with meritless le-
gal actions.”

“This person continues to threaten MALT with 
baseless legal claims,” they wrote, “taking a tre-
mendous amount of the organization’s time and 
energy.”

Among those claims is that MALT meets the 
legal definition of a “legislative body,” and should 
be, but isn’t, complying with the Brown Act, the 
Political Reform Act, Government Code section 
1090 and the California False Claims Act.

In September 2019, Slayen’s lawyers filed a Pub-
lic Records Act request with Marin County, re-
questing “all correspondence between MALT and 
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Files on 
land buy 
provoke 
lawsuit
MALT fights critic on 
release of documents

IJ staff and wire reports

Temperatures in Marin County reached Death 
Valley levels on Monday, with a reading of 114 
degrees in eastern Novato, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Duane Dykema, a meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service, said the reading is con-
sidered an “unofficial” figure from an external 
network, but he said the source is a Novato Fire 
Protection District weather data station. Another 
Novato site farther west registered 112 degrees, 
Dykema said.

The weather agency’s official reading for Marin 
on Monday was 106 degrees in Kentfield, break-
ing the 104-degree record set on Sept. 7, 1923. 
That followed a record-breaking 108 degrees on 
Sunday in Kentfield. The records date to 1909.

Other temperatures in Marin County on Mon-
day included 103 degrees at the top of Mount Ta-
malpais and 101 in Mill Valley.

Another hot day is expected today, but with the 
added problem of strengthening offshore winds. 

BAY AREA

Offshore wind 
adds fire risks 
to heat misery
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The No. 1 seed hit just enough 
fairways Monday and made 
key putts when his lead began 
to shrink. PAGE C1 

GOLF

Dustin Johnson wins 
FedExCup for $15M

A judge denied a request by 
Julian Assange’s lawyers for 
more time to review espionage 
allegations by the U.S. PAGE A8 

UNITED KINGDOM

Founder of WikiLeaks 
loses extradition ruling

Footage showed the parents 
frantically racing for water 
bottles in a hopeless attempt 
to douse the flames. PAGE A2 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

Wildfire linked to device  
to test baby’s gender

By Shane Goldmacher 
and Maggie Haberman
The New York Times

Money was supposed to 
have been one of the great 
advantages of incum-
bency for President Donald 
Trump, much as it was for 
President Barack Obama in 
2012 and George W. Bush 
in 2004. After getting out-
spent in 2016, Trump filed 
for reelection on the day 
of his inauguration ear-
lier than any other mod-
ern president  betting that 
the head start would de-
liver him a decisive finan-
cial advantage this year.

It seemed to have 
worked. His rival, Joe 

Biden, was relatively broke 
when he emerged as the 
presumptive Democratic 
nominee this spring, and 
Trump and the Republi-
can National Committee 
had a nearly $200 million 
cash advantage.

Five months later, 
Trump’s financial suprem-
acy has evaporated. Of 
the $1.1 billion his cam-
paign and the party raised 
from the beginning of 2019 
through July, more than 
$800 million has been 
spent. Now some people in-
side the campaign are fore-
casting what was once un-
thinkable: a cash crunch 
with less than 60 days un-

ELECTION 2020

Trump campaign facing cash crunch

DOUG MILLS — THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Trump’s new campaign manager, Bill Stepien, 
joins the president aboard Air Force One following a rally 
on Aug. 28 in Londonderry, N.H.

By Paul Rogers
Bay Area News Group

California’s state park sys-
tem — an exceptional land-
scape of sandy beaches, red-
wood forests and landmarks 
from Lake Tahoe to Hearst 
Castle — has been damaged 
in recent weeks by raging 
wildfires, and hobbled by a 
decade of budget woes, and 
critics say, lack of direction.

Now the collection of 280 
parks, 340 miles of coast-
line, 4,500 trails and 15,000 
campsites visited by mil-
lions of families a year has 
new leadership.

Gov. Gavin Newsom has 
named Armando Quintero, 
64, of San Rafael as the di-
rector of the state Depart-
ment of Parks and Recre-
ation.

“It’s an astonishing honor 
at an extraordinary time,” 
said Quintero, a former park 
ranger whose love of nature 
rose from reading National 

Geographic while working 
in his father’s auto shop.

Since 2015, Quintero has 
worked as executive direc-
tor of the Sierra Nevada Re-
search Institute at the Uni-
versity of California, Mer-
ced. Before that, he was 
director of development 
there from 2008 to 2014. 

He also has served on the 
Marin Municipal Water Dis-
trict board since 2009 and 
the California Water Com-
mission, where as chairman 
he oversaw the awarding of 
$2.7 billion in state bond 
funding for new reservoirs 
and other water projects.

But what is drawing at-
tention among rangers and 
parks advocates is Quin-
tero’s history in parks. From 
1977 to 1998 he worked as a 
ranger or supervising ranger 

at Sequoia National Park, 
Point Reyes National Sea-
shore, John Muir National 
Historic Site and the Golden 
Gate National Recreation 
Area, as well as a stint in the 
National Park Service head-
quarters in San Francisco. 
He is trained in law enforce-
ment, firefighting and scuba 
diving, and speaks Spanish.

“We’re really encour-
aged,” said Mike Lynch, 
president of the California 
State Park Rangers Associ-
ation. “Armando is steeped 
in the values of parks from 
the National Park Service. It 
will be great to have a di-
rector who you don’t have 
to explain to what a ranger, 
a maintenance worker or a 
lifeguard does.”

The outgoing director, 
Lisa Mangat, is a former 
budget manager with the 
state finance department 
who was appointed in 2014 
by Gov. Jerry Brown. She is 

SACRAMENTO

‘ASTONISHING HONOR’
Marin water board official set to lead state parks agency

SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

San Rafael resident Armando Quintero, the new state parks director, will oversee 280 parks and 340 miles of coastline in 
his post. The system includes China Camp State Park, above, in San Rafael. 
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park ranger.  
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credited with streamlining 
and organizing the parks 
department’s budget sys-
tems after a prior direc-
tor, Ruth Coleman, was 
forced to resign after of-
ficials discovered her de-
partment had $54 million 
of unspent money in its ac-
counts that had gone unre-
ported to the state Depart-
ment of Finance. Audits 
found no money was miss-
ing, but the incident em-
barrassed Brown, who was 
threatening to close parks, 
telling the public that fund-
ing was short.

Neither Mangat or 
Newsom’s press office re-
sponded to a request to 
discuss Mangat’s depar-
ture.

In an interview, Quin-
tero said his priorities 
will include helping state 
parks and park employees 
recover from devastating 
wildfires in recent weeks, 
which have destroyed the 
historic 1930s headquar-
ters and other buildings 
at Big Basin Redwoods 
State Park, and blackened 
thousands of acres at oth-
ers, including Henry Coe 
near Morgan Hill, Arm-
strong Redwoods in So-
noma County and Julia 
Pfeiffer Burns in Big Sur.

Quintero said he also 

hopes to expand access and 
open new facilities, particu-
larly in communities where 
there are few parks.

“The San Joaquin Val-
ley is almost devoid of 
state parks,” he said. “The 
people who are feeding us 
don’t have easy access to 
state parks nearby.”

Quintero, a Democrat, 
will supervise 5,000 em-
ployees. His starting an-
nual salary is $186,389.

Quintero was born in 
San Francisco and grew 
up in Martinez, working 
in his father’s auto garage.

“My parents didn’t go to 
parks when I was growing 
up,” he said. “My interest 
came from National Geo-
graphic and Encyclope-
dia Britannica. Dreaming 
about these places, dream-

ing about exploring Mayan 
ruins, and finding exotic 
creatures and exotic places 
carried me through a lot of 
stuff as a kid. Those kinds 
of places exist across Cal-
ifornia.”

Long considered the 
best state parks system in 
the United States, Califor-
nia’s has struggled in re-
cent years. Two governors, 
Brown and Arnold Schwar-
zenegger, both threatened 
to close dozens of parks to 
balance state budgets, pro-
posals they dropped after 
massive public outcry.

Cali fornia has not 
opened a new state park 
since 2009, when the U.S. 
Army donated four miles 
of beaches in Monterey 
County to become Fort Ord 
Dunes State Park. That 11-

year drought is the longest 
stretch California has gone 
without a new state park 
since the department was 
established in 1927.

As a result, California’s 
state parks, beaches and 
historic sites — visited by 
79 million people a year — 
are getting more crowded. 
Parking and campsites are 
harder to find. Some prop-
erties are being preserved, 
but by private groups that 
often can’t afford to of-
fer public access. The sys-
tem also has a $1.2 billion 
maintenance backlog.

“Morale at the depart-
ment has been low,” said 
Rusty Areias, who served 
as state parks director 
from 1999 to 2002. “Even 
in the best of times with 
huge budget surpluses, 
state parks seems to have 
been last on the list in 
terms of funding priori-
ties. That was a mistake.”

The number of visitors 
has increased during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
as people take vacations 
close to home and seek 
more outdoor recreation. 
Yet budget pressures from 
the pandemic could result 
in parks cuts.

“Parks are having a mo-
ment,” said Rachel Nor-
ton, executive director of 
the California State Parks 
Foundation. “Director 
Quintero’s job will be to 
really help us capitalize 
on that moment as a state.”

Parks
FROM PAGE 1
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Jennifer Martinez of Santa Rosa steadies her dog Shadow 
on a paddle board during an outing at China Camp State 
Park in San Rafael on Wednesday. California’s state parks, 
beaches and historic sites are visited by about 79 million 
people a year.

Supervisor Dennis Rodoni 
between May 1, 2018 and 
June 4, 2020.” Rodoni was 
appointed to MALT’s board 
of directors in January 2017 
following his election to the 
Board of Supervisors in No-
vember 2016.

MALT’s suit states that 
as a result of this request, 
Marin County turned over 
a number of documents to 
Slayen in August 2018, and 
Slayen is requesting addi-
tional privileged material. 
MALT is requesting the re-
turn of the documents al-
ready released to Slayen 
and seeking to block him 
from obtaining any new 
material.

Slayen says that based 
on information he obtained 
following his initial request, 
he plans to file a number 
of allegations of violations 
with the Marin County dis-
trict attorney, the Fair Po-
litical Practices Commis-
sion and the Marin County 
Counsel’s Office.

One of the county’s most 
respected nonprofits, MALT 
has been shaken since the 
beginning of the year by 
questions regarding its as-
sessment procedures and 
resignations of key manag-
ers.

In February, Jeff Stump, 
the nonprofit’s director of 
conservation, resigned.

In July, MALT returned 
$833,250 in Measure A 
funds that Marin County 
gave it to help purchase a 
$1.66 million agricultural 
easement on the 326-acre 
Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch 
in 2017. The county asked 
MALT for a refund after 
the trust said it had failed 
to disclose a property ap-
praisal that would have re-
duced the grant.

On July 31, Jamison 
Watts, MALT’s director, re-
signed.

In their statement, Fort 
and Rudolph wrote, “We 
take very seriously our ob-
ligation to use donor and 
public money responsibly. 
That’s why we raised an ap-
praisal disclosure issue ear-
lier this year that ultimately 
led to MALT returning 
$833,250 in County Mea-
sure A funds. Bringing this 

matter to the county’s at-
tention, while not required, 
was both the right thing to 
do and consistent with our 
organizational values.”

They added, “Lest there 
be any confusion, we must 
be clear that the recent de-
parture of Jamison Watts 
from his role as MALT’s ex-
ecutive director was a per-
sonal decision” unrelated to 
Slayen’s legal barrage.

Slayen, however, sees 
plenty of connections be-
tween the return of the 
Measure A money and his 
legal investigation. He said 
the application he filed 
with MALT in 2015 was a 
plan to preserve 98% of the 
Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch. 
He initially proposed giv-
ing MALT $750,000 to 
$900,000 toward acquisi-
tion of the 326-acre prop-
erty. In return, he wanted 
2% of the land, about 5 
acres, that includes a house, 
a small barn and a shed.

In his May 2015 proposal, 
Slayen wrote, “I have no in-
terest in leasing the land for 
profit. Rather, I would freely 
donate the use of the land — 
or donate the land itself — 
to the agricultural commu-
nity of Marin.”

In an interview last week, 
however, Fort said the deal 
Slayen proposed “wasn’t 
possible.”

“The structure he sug-
gested is not the way we 
work,” Fort said.

Fort said MALT’s mission 
is to purchase agricultural 
easements to ensure that 
farmers and ranchers can 
continue to work the land. 
Slayen was not a rancher 
or farmer and did not own 
the property he was seek-
ing MALT’s assistance in 
purchasing.

In fact, Slayen wrote in 
his application — which 
was submitted in essay 
form rather than by filling 
out MALT’s standard ap-
plication form — “I under-
stand that this is a unique 
application. I am not a 
rancher nor do I have expe-
rience in agriculture. I sim-
ply wish to save a beautiful 
and important parcel from 
development while stew-
arding the land for agri-
cultural use.”

In a statement, MALT 
wrote, “There have been oc-
casional examples of times 
when the organization has 

held property during a brief 
transition period, but as a 
general rule MALT does 
not own land and is not in 
the business of rounding up 
funding to purchase differ-
ent parts of a property that 
is up for sale. To be hon-
est, Mr. Slayen’s applica-
tion read to MALT like he 
was effectively asking the 
organization to buy him a 
ranch. MALT does not work 
this way.”

Slayen, however, said 
that Jeff Stump, the former 
MALT executive, expressed 
interest in his proposal and 
encouraged him to submit 
an application during an 
April 2015 meeting. But af-
ter that, Slayen said, Stump 
chose not to forward his ap-
plication to MALT’s stew-
ardship committee for con-
sideration.

In January 2017, Slayen 
learned that the Earl and 
Mary Margaret Dolcini 
Family Trust and the Dol-
cini Jersey Dairy had pur-
chased the Dolcini-Bel-
trametti Ranch on April, 
21, 2016, for $3.2 million. 
Shortly thereafter, MALT 
purchased an easement on 
the property for $1.6 mil-
lion.

As for Slayen’s conten-
tion that MALT is a legis-
lative body subject to the 
Brown Act and other laws, 
David Snyder, executive di-
rector of the First Amend-
ment Coalition, said, “This 
is a really tricky area of the 
Brown Act.”

Synder said that under 
state law, the governing 
board of an otherwise pri-
vate entity is subject to the 
Brown Act if it was created 
by the legislative body to ex-
ercise authority that the leg-
islative body can delegate, 
or if three other criteria are 
met: the legislative body 
provides funding to the 
private entity; the legisla-
tive body appoints one of its 
own members to the private 
entity’s governing body; and 
that appointed member has 
full voting powers.

There is no question that 
Marin County provides sub-
stantial funding to MALT. 
Since 2014, MALT has re-
ceived more than $14.8 
million in Measure A funds 
through the county’s farm-
land preservation program 
to assist in purchasing ag-
ricultural easements.

There is also no dispute 
that Supervisor Dennis 
Rodoni is a full voting mem-
ber of MALT’s board.

MALT and Marin County, 
however, both maintain that 
Rodoni was appointed to 
MALT’s board by MALT, not 
the county, even though the 
county appointed two other 
current MALT board mem-
bers: Ralph Grossi and Ta-
mara Hicks.

“And, MALT was not 
founded by Marin County,” 
Fort wrote in an email. “In-
stead, MALT was formed by 
concerned Marin County 
residents.”

In an Aug. 29 letter to 
MALT, Slayen’s lawyer, Tom 
Brown, points to a resolu-
tion adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors in 1980, to bol-
ster his client’s argument.

Brown wrote that in the 
resolution — which was ad-
opted one month before 
MALT’s articles of incor-
poration were filed with 
the secretary of state — 
the Board of Supervisors 
declared that “it is in the 
best interests of the County 
of Marin, and its citizens” 
for MALT to be “organized 
and operated exclusively to 
carry out the policies and 
purposes of the County of 
Marin preserving agricul-
tural and open-space lands 
through the acquisition of 
conservation easements.”

Brown wrote that the 
Board of Supervisors fur-
ther resolved that it would 
“designate and appoint” two 
of MALT’s 11 board mem-
bers with “one of said mem-
bers at all times being the 
elected Supervisor of Dis-
trict Four.”

Marin County Coun-
sel Brian Washington said 
a resolution passed by the 
Board of Supervisors in Sep-
tember 1996 superseded 
this resolution. That reso-
lution came in response to 
MALT’s decision to limit 
board members to serving 
no more than three consec-
utive three-year terms.

The resolution incorpo-
rated the new term limits 
and eliminated the require-
ment that one of Marin’s 
two appointees to the board 
be a supervisor. At the time 
the board approved the 
resolution, then-supervisor 
Gary Giacomini had served 
on MALT’s board since its 
founding in 1980.

Lawsuit
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By Guy Kovner
The Press Democrat

America plans to put 
astronauts on the moon 
by 2024, and two Sonoma 
County scientists helped 
design a soap bar-sized 
instrument that will help 
keep them safe by deploy-
ing it on a reconnaissance 
mission to the rocky spher-
oid about 239,000 miles 
away.

The instrument, weigh-
ing less than a pound, 
would piggyback on a 
moon rover the size of a 
Roomba vacuum cleaner 
that would park about 10 
miles from a crater and 
measure the X-rays in the 
sunlight during the moon’s 
50-minute sunset over the 
crater’s rim.

It’s the brainchild of a 
four-man team that won 
$30,000 for submitting 
a first-place winner in a 
worldwide competition 
called “Honey, I Shrunk the 
NASA Payload.” Whether 
it actually gets built and 
flown to the moon in an 
array of mini rovers start-
ing next year remains to be 
seen, but its architects al-
ready have their reward.

“It was never about the 
money,” said Phil Jobson, 
51, of Santa Rosa, a self-
employed electronic engi-
neer who put about 200 
hours into the design.

Garrett Jernigan, 70, of 
Petaluma, a retired Berke-
ley physicist, admitted he 
wants his handiwork to 
reach the moon.

“I’m going to be person-
ally upset if they don’t let 
us do it,” he said. “We’ll 
fight for it.”

The other two team 
members are John Doty, 
68, an independent con-
tractor on space projects 
from Billerica, Massachu-
setts, and Brian Silverman, 
63, a self-employed soft-
ware development consul-
tant from Montreal.

The device, named Sun 
Splicer, is an X-ray spec-
trometer, a common sci-
entific instrument, packed 
into a case 4 inches square 
and 2 inches thick. Shrink-
ing it was a challenge, but 
Jobson said the trickiest 
part was packaging the 
instrument to withstand 
the moon’s daytime heat of 
about 176 degrees, as well 
as radiation that would 

destroy an ordinary com-
puter.

The Sun Slicer exists 
only on paper, and would 
materialize if NASA com-
missions the designers to 
build it at a cost estimated 
at $600,000, Jernigan said.

X-ray radiation from 
the sun poses a potential 
threat to astronauts on 
the moon’s surface. The 
Sun Slicer would “provide 
a safety monitor” for in-
tense radiation accompa-
nying a large solar flare, 
he said.

X-rays are a component 
of sunlight, along with vis-
ible light that enables hu-
mans to see on Earth and 
other forms of radiation. 
The Earth’s atmosphere ab-
sorbs harmful X-rays and 
gamma rays, but the moon 
offers no such protection.

Monitoring and record-
ing the radiation environ-
ment prior to putting as-
tronauts back on the moon 
would allow NASA to work 
out minimum standards 
for astronaut protective 
equipment and habitats for 
them to live in when they 
are spending extended 
time there, Jobson said.

Sun Slicer also would 
perform a scientific mis-
sion by revealing the com-
plex physics that occur 
on the sun’s outer layers, 
Jernigan said.

Amid a pandemic and 
a presidential campaign, 
NASA’s Artemis Program 
isn’t getting much atten-
tion, but the space agency 
says returning to the moon 
for the first time since 1972 
will be “the shining mo-
ment of our generation.”

Artemis, the Greek god-
dess of hunting, is the twin 
sister of Apollo, whose name 
was applied to the mission 
that put 12 astronauts on the 
moon a half-century ago. But 
the Artemis Program aims 
at a sustained human pres-
ence on the moon, which 
requires a detailed assess-
ment of the lunar environ-
ment and resources that 
could support life, such as 
breathable air, water, food 
and building materials.

The NASA-sponsored 
design competition, with 
$160,000 in prizes, at-
tracted 132 entries from 
29 countries.

Distributed by Tribune 
News Service
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Scientists share 
NASA prize for 
lunar project

By Martin Espinoza
The Press Democrat

A Santa Rosa man who 
kept a cache of firearms 
and ammunition in his 
home was arrested after 
police said he threatened 
to kill his neighbors over a 
parking issue, setting off a 
20-hour standoff with offi-
cers.

Thomas Stuart Pierce, 
63, was arrested without in-
jury Saturday at the end of 
the standoff, which began 
when police said he refused 
to come out of his home on 

Gaddis Court in the Junior 
College neighborhood.

Police were dispatched 
to the neighborhood Friday 
evening when they received 
a report of a man threaten-
ing other residents because 
he was upset over a parking 
dispute, officials said.

Residents told police that 
Pierce had stood inside the 
front of his home, behind a 
closed security screen, say-
ing he was “armed with a 
loaded gun and could shoot 
them in the head,” accord-
ing to a police statement.

“He told them he would 

kill them and their fam-
ily,” the statement read. 
“He encouraged them to 
call the police and advised 
he would kill the police, as 
well.”

Police said it was unclear 
if Pierce was in fact armed 
because of where he was 
standing. Neighbors told 
police that Pierce warned 
of having many more fire-
arms in his home, and re-
cords indicated he owned 
several weapons, officials 
said.

Police said Pierce re-
fused orders to come out 

of his home, and officers 
continued to negotiate 
with him for more than 
two hours and remain on 
scene after that, when po-
lice said they think he went 
to sleep. Some of the neigh-
bors who claimed to have 
been threatened by Pierce 
went to another location for 
the night, officials said.

By noon Saturday, police 
had obtained an arrest war-
rant for Pierce and a search 
warrant for his home.

Distributed by Tribune 
News Service
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Armed standoff ends in arrest

Cumulative coronavirus data as of Monday for Marin 
County. The first Marin case was reported March 8.
Confirmed cases: 4,118 (+16)
Deaths: 70
Tests performed: 71,665
Current hospitalizations: 16
Total hospitalizations: 139
Recovered: 3,724
Source: Marin County Health and Human Services

Marin coronavirus update
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By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com

Marin County’s legal office has 
denied a request to take legal ac-
tion against the Marin Agricul-
tural Land Trust for the alleged 
misuse of tax funds.

Ross resident Ken Slayen 
sought the litigation, claiming 
the trust used Measure A funds to 
enrich current and former board 
members at the public’s expense. 
MALT denies wrongdoing.

“Based on our review, we are 
comfortable that the county ap-
propriately, and in compliance 
with industry standards, re-

viewed appraisals for the Farm-
land Preservation Program grants 
and received appropriate value for 
the grants that the county issued,” 
Marin County Counsel Brian 
Washington wrote in a letter to 
Slayen’s attorney.

Ray Fort, MALT’s acting ex-
ecutive director, said, “We feel 
that our position on these issues 
is clearly vindicated by the coun-
ty’s response.”

Slayen’s attorney, Thomas 
Brown, wrote that his client dis-
agrees with the county counsel’s 
“conclusions and factual assump-
tions.”

“We now look forward to vindi-

cating in court Mr. Slayen’s efforts 
to expose MALT’s and Marin’s 
pervasive misconduct in their 
misuse of the taxpayers’ Measure 
A funds,” Brown said.

Slayen, who unsuccessfully 
sought a conservation easement 
from the trust in 2015, submit-
ted related requests to the Marin 
County District Attorney’s Office 
and the state Fair Political Prac-
tices Commission. The commis-
sion turned Slayen down. The 
district attorney has declined to 
comment on the matter.

Marin voters approved the 
Measure A sales tax in 2012. The 

MARIN COUNSEL

County won’t pursue legal 
demand against land trust 
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Cattle walk across a pasture near Point Reyes Station — the Marin Agricultural Land Trust denied 
wrongdoing in response to a Ross resident’s allegations.

By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

Tiburon held a pair of online 
forums Thursday seeking feed-
back from the public about se-
lecting a new police chief.

Public Sector Search and 
Consulting, a national firm 
that recruits police executives, 
facilitated the discussion. The 
firm was hired by the town in 
October for $24,500.

The town is filling the post left 
vacant by Michael Cronin, who 
stepped down in September. The 
town plans to use a multi-panel 
process to conduct interviews. 
One panel is set to include com-
munity stakeholders.

“We are hoping to make a 
decision by late January,” said 
Greg Chanis, town manager.

Controversy arose this sum-
mer after a confrontation be-
tween police officers and the 
owners of Yema, the town’s 
only Black-owned business. 
The department drew criti-
cism after police questioned 
shop owners Yema Khalif and 
Hawi Awash about why they 
were in the store at 1 a.m.

The incident sparked a 
backlash in the community, 
triggering the resignation of 
a supervising sergeant. Cro-
nin, who said his retirement 
was long planned, resigned a 
short time later.

Awash, who was one of 
a handful of residents who 
participated in the meeting 
Thursday, said while equity 
and diversity are key, trans-
parency is equally important.

“I know that in some agen-
cies … every time they stop 
someone they record the en-
tire interaction,” she said. 
“And I think that the commu-
nity having access to that kind 
of data would create programs 
that will make the connection 
between the police force and 
the community stronger.”

Former Tiburon resident 
Anh Sundstrom said the pro-
cess is giving the community 
faith that the town is taking 
the right steps to find the most 
qualified candidate.

Sundstrom said more com-
munication between interim 
police chief Jamie Scardina 
and the community would be 
beneficial as well.

“It sounds like the commu-
nity is hungry for more com-
munication from the police de-
partment,” Sundstrom said. 
“If there was a way for us to 
even start having a conversa-
tion with them now, while you 
guys are doing this work in 
parallel, I think it would go a 
long way to alleviating some of 
this anxiety about what’s been 
happening.”

POLICE

Tiburon officials 
get public views 
on chief search
Town uses online forums for feedback

“It sounds like 
the community is 
hungry for more 
communication 
from the police 
department.”
— Anh Sundstrom, former 
Tiburon resident
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measure mandates that 
20% of the revenues are for 
protecting farmland from 
development to preserve 
Marin’s working farms and 
ranches.

MALT is a nonprofit or-
ganization created in 1980 
to acquire agricultural con-
servation easements to per-
manently protect farmland 
from development. Since 
2014, MALT has received 
more than $14.8 million in 
Measure A funds to help 
purchase agricultural ease-
ments. MALT typically pur-
chases conservation ease-
ments with an equal split of 
private donations and pub-
lic funding.

Landowners who sell to 
MALT are compensated for 
agreeing to accept certain 
limits on what they can do 
with their properties, such 
as subdivide them and build 
homes. Beginning in 2011, 
MALT also began includ-
ing mandates in their ease-
ments requiring that land 
continue to be used actively 
for agriculture.

In his submissions to the 
county counsel, the district 
attorney and the Fair Polit-
ical Practices Commission, 
Slayen makes two basic al-
legations.

First, he alleges that sev-
eral MALT board members 
have used their positions 
to improperly influence de-
cisions to acquire conserva-
tion easements over proper-
ties they own or have a fi-
nancial interest in.

Second, he asserts that 
MALT has inf lated the 
value of conservation ease-
ments it acquired using 
Measure A funds in order 
to benefit present and for-
mer board members and 
their families.

Slayen says the alleged 
misconduct violated Gov-
ernment Code Section 1090, 
the Political Reform Act, the 
Brown Act, the Public Re-
cords Act and the Califor-
nia False Claims Act. With 
the exception of the False 
Claims Act, all of these laws 
apply only to public officials 
and public agencies.

Government Code sec-
tion 1090 governs conflicts 
of interest in the making 
of government contracts. 

The Political Reform Act 
was enacted to ensure that 
public officials perform 
their duties free from bias 
caused by their own finan-
cial interests.

Slayen requested that 
the Fair Political Practices 
Commission initiate ad-
ministrative or civil pro-
ceedings against MALT and 
25 of its current or former 
board members and execu-
tives.

“After review of the com-
plaint and evidence pro-
vided,” Galena West, the 
commission’s division chief, 
wrote in response, “the en-
forcement division found 
that the Marin Agricultural 
Land Trust does not appear 
to be a government agency 
under the Political Reform 
Act, therefore, we will not 
pursue an enforcement ac-
tion in this matter.”

Similarly, Washington 
stated in his letter to Slay-
en’s lawyer, “We are aware 
of no authority provid-
ing that Government Code 
Section 1090 governs MALT 
and therefore will not pur-
sue such an action.”

“On the False Claims Act 
request, after carefully re-
viewing the county’s prac-
tices on reviewing and ac-
cepting appraisals for Mea-
sure A grants, we have 
concluded that the coun-
ty’s practices ensure that 
the county receives appro-
priate value for its Mea-
sure A funds,” Washing-
ton wrote. “Therefore, the 
county has no intention of 
bringing a False Claims Act 
action, and based on the in-
formation received thus far, 
believes that such an action 
would have no merit.”

The California False 
Claims Act was adopted to 
prevent fraud on the public 
treasury. The law permits 
the recovery of civil pen-
alties and damages from 
any person who knowingly 
presents a false claim for 
payment to the state or lo-
cal governmental entities.

Washington said in his 
letter that the county has 
taken steps to further clar-
ify the boundaries separat-
ing MALT and the county. 
The county and MALT have 
agreed to end the tradition 
of a member of the Board 
of Supervisors sitting on 
the trust’s board of direc-
tors. The trust will also 
change its bylaws so the su-

pervisors no longer appoint 
two members of the MALT 
board.

Slayen’s contentious re-
lations with MALT began 
after his proposal to col-
laborate with the trust to 
purchase the Dolcini-Bel-
trametti Ranch was re-
jected in 2015. Slayen 
proposed giving MALT 
$750,000 to $900,000 to-
ward the acquisition of the 
326-acre property. In re-
turn, he wanted a tract of 
about 5 acres that included 
a house, a small barn and 
a shed.

To help cover the cost of 
the purchase, Slayen filed 
an application for a MALT 
easement on the property, 
even though he didn’t own 
it at the time.

“His original application 
proposed that he would 
fund approximately 25 
percent of the Beltrametti 
Ranch property price,” Fort 
wrote in an email, “and 
then expected MALT to 
identify and apply for pub-
lic funds to support the rest 
of the property acquisition 
while he intended to live on 
the property but not actu-
ally farm it.”

In January 2017, Slayen 
learned that the Earl and 
Mary Margaret Dolcini Fam-
ily Trust and the Dolcini Jer-
sey Dairy had purchased the 
Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch 
for $3.2 million. Shortly 
thereafter, MALT purchased 
an easement on the property 
for $1.6 million with assis-

tance from the county. Sam 
Dolcini is a MALT board 
member.

At the time, MALT’s con-
flict-of-interest policy per-
mitted sitting board mem-
bers to sell easements to the 
trust but required them to 
recuse themselves from 
participating in discussions 
and voting related to these 
easement acquisitions.

In a letter to the Fair Po-
litical Practices Commis-
sion, MALT’s attorney, El-
lison Folk, wrote, “Since 
his application was denied, 
Mr. Slayen has threatened 
MALT with litigation.”

Beginning in 2018, 
Slayen obtained a number 
of confidential MALT board 
packets through Public Re-
cords Act requests to Marin 
County. Supervisor Den-
nis Rodoni was a member 
of the MALT board at the 
time.

In July 2019, MALT al-
tered its conflict-of-interest 
policy. The trust now pro-
hibits sitting board mem-
bers and their immediate 
families from selling ease-
ments to MALT.

In February of this year, 
Jeff Stump, the nonprofit’s 
director of conservation, re-
signed.

In July, MALT returned 
$833,250 in Measure A 
funds that Marin County 
gave it to help purchase 
the agricultural easement 
on the Dolcini-Beltrametti 
Ranch. The county asked 
MALT for a refund after 

the trust notified officials 
it had failed to disclose an 
earlier property appraisal 
that would have reduced 
the grant.

On July 31, Jamison 
Watts, MALT’s director, re-
signed.

In a statement, Fort and 
Neil Rudolph, chairman of 
MALT’s board, wrote that 
the trust raised the ap-
praisal disclosure issue not 
because it had to but be-
cause it was the right thing 
to do. They added that 
Watts’ departure was a per-
sonal decision unrelated to 
Slayen’s accusations.

Leslie Ratley-Beach, con-
servation defense director 
for the Land Trust Alliance 
in Washington, D.C., said 
there is nothing nefarious 
about a land trust purchas-
ing an easement from one 
of its directors.

“That happens a lot,” Rat-
ley-Beach said. “If you fol-
low your conflict-of-inter-
est policy and follow your 
project selection criteria 
that is very standard. You 
have board members from 
the community who are ea-
ger to advance the mission 
of the land trust. They usu-
ally own land, that is why 
they’re interested in the 
land trust.”

“When I was with the 
Vermont Land Trust, we did 
many conservation ease-
ments with board mem-
bers,” she said. “It is a com-
mon practice and if done 
properly it is perfectly le-

gitimate.”
In his submissions, 

Slayen provides a number of 
detailed examples of cases 
in which he believes MALT 
somehow inflated the value 
of easements.

Washington, however, 
wrote, “The county has re-
viewed the appraisal and 
valuation information that 
you provided and disagrees 
with your conclusion.”

Washington said the ex-
amples Slayen provided 
failed to use the industry 
standard approach for eval-
uating appraisals.

“Your letter,” Washington 
wrote, “looks at appraisals 
in an entirely different way, 
plucking isolated facts from 
multiple different apprais-
als and trying to compare 
them as if they were part of 
a unified valuation analysis.

“It results in an ‘apples 
to oranges’ kind of com-
parison that sheds no light 
on whether the county cor-
rectly reviewed the ap-
praisal pursuant to indus-
try standards in entering a 
Farmland Preservation pro-
gram grant agreement.”

Several local appraisers 
with a knowledge of the 
Marin County market de-
clined to comment on the 
controversy.

Carl Somers, chief of 
planning and acquisition 
for Marin County Parks, 
said, “Every conservation 
appraisal is actually two 
appraisals in one.”

First, the value of the 
land is appraised with no 
easements, then it is ap-
praised with the easements.

“Then it’s a subtraction 
exercise,” Somers said. “You 
subtract the second number 
from the first number, and 
that is how you get the value 
of the easement.”

Somers said easements 
have to be treated as inte-
gral wholes; they can’t be 
evaluated by pulling them 
apart and examining their 
constituent parts.

“That is not how anyone 
evaluates an appraisal,” he 
said.

Ratley-Beach said, “Ap-
praisals by their nature 
are art and science. They 
are very dependent on cur-
rent valuations, on what ap-
praisers call comparables. 
You can get five appraisers 
in the room and get 10 dif-
ferent ideas from them on 
valuation.”

MALT
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Tuesday 
San Anselmo: Town 
Council, 7 p.m., online Zoom 
meeting. Webinar ID: 820 
1004 0048. Website: 
townofsananselmo.org. 

The council will hear an 
update on Creek Park and 
the flood risk reduction 
project. It will also consider 
approving a contract for a 
transportation assessment 
at the hub.

Marin public meetings

Cumulative coronavirus data as of Saturay for Marin 
County. The first Marin case was reported March 8.
Confirmed cases: 5,278 (+12)
Deaths: 100 
Tests performed: 180,000
Current hospitalizations: 7
Total hospitalizations: 184
Recovered: 4,995
Source: Marin County Health and Human Services

Marin coronavirus update 
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A Marin Agricultural Land Trust sign stands on a ranch near Point Reyes Station. MALT is 
a nonprofit organization created in 1980 to acquire agricultural conservation easements 
to permanently protect farmland from development. 

ple in 105,000 households. 
Conservative estimates in-
dicate there could be about 
100,000 weapons in Marin 
homes, offices and cars. 
Of those, about 18,000 
are stored loaded and un-
locked, accessible to anyone 
in the home, the grand jury 
reported.

About 42% of U.S. house-
holds have reported having 
a gun in the home. If Marin 
households are in line with 
the national average, there 
could be 44,000 armed 
households in the county, 
the grand jury reported.

Although there are no 
data specific to Marin, the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
amplified the number of 
requests for background 
checks to purchase fire-
arms. Between March and 
July, there were 17.3 mil-

lion such requests nation-
ally, with more guns bought 
and permits issued in June 
and July than any other 
months since records have 
been kept, the grand jury 
reported.

About 40% of those were 
first-time buyers, up from 
the pre-pandemic annual 
average of 24%, the grand 
jury reported.

More than 50% of guns 
used in crimes in Califor-
nia were either stolen or ob-
tained through illegal traf-
ficking. More than 132,000 
guns were reported stolen 
from individual owners be-
tween 2012 and 2015, the 
grand jury reported.

The grand jury also rec-
ommends that Marin cities, 
towns and police agencies 
should post annual remind-
ers to websites, newsletters 
and social media about gun 
safety and offer free gun 
locks to community mem-
bers.

Marin County sheriff’s 

Sgt. Brenton Schneider said 
a gun safety campaign is in 
the works.

“While we generally 
agree with the findings 
and recommendations as a 
whole, we need to be cau-
tious about holding public 
events, such as a gun buy-
back, during the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Schneider said.

District Attorney Lori 
Frugoli said, “We will col-
laborate with the health de-
partment when it is deter-
mined that a program can 
be conducted safely.”

“Gun safety is always on 
the minds of my office and 
our law enforcement com-
munity,” Frugoli said. “The 
Marin County police chiefs 
and the Marin County sher-
iff have shown enthusias-
tic support for a gun safety 
awareness program.”

Frugoli said she has 
worked with Moms De-
mand Action for Gun Sense 
in America as well as the 
Brady Campaign on a gun 

violence restraining order 
training. She said these 
and other collaborative ef-
forts will continue.

Frugoli said her office 
offers free gun locks to the 
community. They are also 
made available through 
most, if not all, Marin po-
lice agencies. Residents can 
obtain them by contacting 
their local departments.

San Rafael police Lt. Roy 
Leon said the city depart-
ment is also working to 
disseminate gun safety in-
formation more regularly 
through social media and 
its website. The depart-
ment also assists the pub-
lic in the destruction of un-
wanted and unused fire-
arms or ammunition. The 
services are free and avail-
able by appointment.

“We are committed to 
keeping children and resi-
dents safe by reducing the 
risk from unsafely handled 
and stored firearms,” Leon 
said.
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Proudly serving Marin County families.

Funerals, Cremations, & Preplanning

The Staff is so proud of the
continuity of compassion and
honest care we provide to the
Marin County community. We
have always been 100% focused
on providing the best service to

every family, every time.

The Staff at Valley Memorial Park
Cemetery & Funeral Home

650 Bugeia Lane, Novato
415-897-9609

www.valleymemorialpark.com
COA# 377/FD# 2295
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