
VOL. 43  NO. 24 JUNE 11, 2020

C O L U M N S

S T O R I E S

ANOTHER VIEWS
......................... P. 2A

OUR MAILBOX
......................... P. 3A

BUSINESS BEAT
......................... P. 10A

100 DIE OF COVID
......................... P. 6A

PRECIOUS LAMB
......................... P. 8A

FAITH LEADERS
......................... P. 14A

INSIDE YOUR
GRUNION

Please recycle this newspaper.

You are scheduled to receive this complimen-
tary publication until further notice. If you do 
not want to receive it or would like to discuss 
any issues please contact us at 562-433-2000.

Lawsuit Filed Over Dirt Dumped On Puvungna
BY HARRY SALTZGAVER
EXECUTIVE  EDITOR

 Dirt and debris from a Cal 
State Long Beach residential hall 
construction site dumped last fall 
on parts of the 22 acres desig-
nated as the historic Puvungna 
tribal land has prompted a law-
suit against the California State 
University system.
 University offi cials say they 
were trying to abide by an agree-
ment to keep all soil on campus 
— the Juaneño Band of Mis-
sion Indians Acjachemen Nation 
say the entire campus is sacred 
ground. A spokesman for the  
tribe says the university didn’t 
consult with the proper tribal 
leadership and has shown deep 

disrespect for the sacred grounds.
 Last August, work began to 
demolish one residential hall 
and replace it with a larger hall 
accommodating 476 students. 
CSULB spokesman Jeff Cook 
said the work took place under 
site-monitor protocols agreed 
to in earlier negotiations that al-
lowed moving soil as long as it 
stayed on campus — in this case 
the undeveloped Puvungna site 
used by tribes for meetings and 
ceremonies.
 If there was any consulta-
tion before the dumping began, 
it  was with the wrong people, 
according to Dustin Murphey, 
tribal councilman for the Juaneño 
Band. The mess — and the law-

BY HAYLEY MUNGUIA
SPECIAL TO THE GRUNION

 Long Beach leaders are listen-
ing.
 That was the message City 
Council members sent Tuesday 
night, June 9, when they voted 
to move ahead with two items 
that were proposed in response 
to the dozens of protests that 
have unfolded in the city and 
across the country over the past 
week.
 The fi rst item, from Ninth 
District City Councilman Rex 
Richardson, proposed a “pub-
lic reconciliation process” that 
will include the city’s acknowl-
edgement of “the existence and 
longstanding impacts of sys-
temic racism in our America 
and in Long Beach;” a formal 
listening process to hear how 
about racial injustice and ineq-
uity have impacted community 
members; proposing policy and 
other changes based on the feed-
back gathered; and City Manag-
er Tom Modica recommending 
short-term, medium-term, and 
long-term proposals to the City 
Council to address those issues 
in Long Beach.
 The second item, brought by 
Eighth District City Councilman 

BY GARY METZKER
CONTRIBUTOR

 Elliot Livolsi says he wasn’t 
expecting more than 50 people 
to join him for Friday’s Black 
Lives Matter sit-in on the bridge 
that connects Belmont Shore to 
Naples.
 Instead, the 19-year-old orga-
nizer got an estimated 400 peo-
ple to stand four deep on each 
side of the bridge, chanting the 
names of George Floyd, a black 
man who was killed when he 
was pinned under the knee of a 
Minneapolis police offi cer for 
nearly nine minutes, and Bre-
onna Taylor, who was killed two 
months ago when police broke 
down the door to her Louisville, 
Kentucky, apartment in an at-
tempted drug sting, and shot her 
eight times.

BY HARRY SALTZGAVER
EXECUTIVE  EDITOR

 “Randy Gordon could sell ice to an eskimo 
on the coldest day of winter.”
 It’s a cliché, but it’s been said many times 
about the man who will retire on June 30 
after 26 years as president and CEO of the 

Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Gordon has been in the center of Long Beach 
virtually from the April 4, 1994, day he was 
hired by then-Chamber board chair Diane 
Creel.
 In the intervening years, he has built the 
Chamber to one of the strongest fi nancially 
in the state, if not the country; created major 

fund-raising events around (and occasionally 
in spite of) politicians; pushed political ad-
vocacy to the top of the agenda; hired and 
groomed a succession of top Chamber ex-
ecutives; and become a professional auction-
eer.
 That auctioneer career has endeared him 

—Gazette photo by Harry Saltzgaver
ON PUVUNGNA. Tribal elder Lloyd Valenzuela, left, and Dustin Mur-
phey stand on one of the dirt berms dumped on the Puvungna site.
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—Gazette photo by Howard Freshman
TAKE A KNEE. Protesters kneel Friday on the sidewalk on the bridge between Naples and Belmont 
Shore during a protest about police brutality and systemic racism.
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