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to countless Long Beach nonprof-
its, and he plans for it to support 
him and wife Nancy Becker for at 
least a few years after his retire-
ment. It’s estimated Gordon has 
raised more than $5 million auc-
tioning items for charity, all for 
free.
 But that’s only a sideline. He 
has been a Chamber of Com-
merce man since he stepped away 
from department store sales and 
into the Covina Chamber of Com-
merce president’s chair. And he’s 

been a Long Beach booster pretty 
much since he met Diane Creel, 
president and CEO of Earth Tech 
Inc. at the time.
	 “I	was	a	finalist	for	the	Glendale	
Chamber, but someone convinced 
me to have lunch with Diane on 
the way,” Gordon said. “I didn’t 
know how great Long Beach was, 
but she showed me the Chamber 
offices,	showed	me	how	to	go	to	
the major leagues. I had never 
met such a strong woman.
 “When I got here, the Chamber 
was pretty broke. There wasn’t 
any debt, but there wasn’t any 
cashflow,	either.”
 Gordon didn’t know Long 
Beach or anyone in it when he ar-
rived. He said he relied on a few 
strong mentors — Tom Clark, 
John Blowitz and Jim Gray chief 
among them — and a willingness 
to go to anything to learn about 
the city.
 He started by selling Chamber 
memberships, trying to add value 
to those memberships. Then he 

started creating events — lunch-
es, dinners, even a golf tourna-
ment. Lunches honored politi-
cians,	 entrepreneurs,	 nonprofits	
and more.
 Once a series of events was 
established, Gordon introduced 
the idea of a Chairman’s Circle 
— larger Chamber members who 
could commit to purchasing ta-
bles or the equivalent to a year’s 
worth of events at a time, provid-
ing a base budget. Gordon said 
there are 77 Chairman’s Circle 
members today.
 One of those events also rep-
resents Gordon’s biggest public 
battle of his career.
 A Mayor’s State of the City 
Lunch	organized	by	and	benefit-
ing the Chamber had become the 
number one must attend event 
during Beverly O’Neill’s tenure 
as mayor. At the same time, the 
Chamber had morphed into a po-
litical	advocacy	power,	first	under	
vice president Ryan Alsop, then 
Shaun Lamachi.

 During the transition from 
O’Neill to Bob Foster as mayor, 
the Chamber took positions op-
posing several city policies. That 
prompted City Council members 
to question why the city was sup-
porting the Chamber, and Foster 
took his State of the City away 
from Gordon, opting for a free 
evening event instead.
 “With Foster, it was his way 
or the highway, and I wouldn’t 
kowtow to him,” Gordon said. 
“I knew he was going to take the 
State of the City away. We just 
started the State of the County 
luncheon.”
 Gordon calls Lamachi, who 
died in a car crash in December 
2011, his third son. The Cham-
ber’s golf tournament is a memo-
rial to him, and Gordon maintains 
a wall of memorabilia dedicated 
to Lamachi.
 While that was a special rela-
tionship, Gordon is known for 
developing strong ties. He hired 
Jeremy Harris seven years ago 

as his vice president, and when 
it appeared Harris was leaving 
to become president of the Irvine 
Chamber, Gordon made a deal.
 “I promised to name him presi-
dent when I retired,” Gordon said. 
“That was in three years (his con-
tract was up in 2020). I made the 
decision to retire that day. And 
we had a three-year succession 
plan… Jeremy’s the real deal. 
He’s going to be a great CEO. 
Everybody loves Jeremy.”
 Gordon said he will stay in 
Long Beach to be close to his and 
Nancy’s grandchildren. His web-
site, gordonauctions.com, already 
is live.
 And he’s scheduled to become 
chairman of the board at Precious 
Lamb Preschool — a free Christ-
based preschool for homeless 
children — on July 1, the day he 
begins retirement.
 “I’m ready to put on the softer 
side of Randy Gordon,” he said. 
“Precious Lamb is really impor-
tant to me. This is going to be 

suit — could have been avoided if 
the university had talked to tribal 
leadership, he said.
 “When they moved the spoils 
from the construction site, there 
was a lot of trash,” Murphey 
said. “There was PVC pipe, even 
a manhole cover. It showed im-
mense disrespect to the site.”
 Tribal members visited Pu-
vungna in early September and 
saw the dirt piles. A letter was 
sent	 to	 university	 officials	 the	
next day, Murphey said. The 
dumping stopped.
 “The work was done under site-
monitor protocols in place at the 
time,” Cook said in a statement. 
“As a good faith gesture, this 
work was concluded when some 
external stakeholders expressed 
concerns.
 “This method of managing ex-

cavated earth was based on the 
original counsel of both internal 
and external Native American ad-
visors to keep soil from campus 
here on site.”
  Tribal elder Lloyd Valenzuela 
said that the tribe had organized 
cleanup sessions, and the univer-
sity sent cleanup crews as well. 
All that remains now is a series of 
dirt berms — long, narrow hills of 
packed dirt — on several sections 
of the property. Murphey said the 
tribe wants the dirt moved to an-
other site on campus, and the land 
restored.
 Discussions last fall reached an 
impasse,	 and	 a	 lawsuit	was	filed	
in October. Talks continued dur-
ing preliminary legal actions and 
there are settlement negotiations 
now. Then the coronavirus pan-
demic hit, and courts closed.
	 This	 is	 far	 from	 the	 first	 time	
the Puvungna property has been 
the center of a controversy. The 

land is on the west side of campus 
and	 runs	 along	 Bellflower	 Bou-
levard, and is the largest parcel 
of undeveloped property in the 
area. Previous university admin-
istrations have considered devel-
opment there, but have backed 
down when the tribes protested.
 The land is on the National 
Register of Historic Sites as part 
of the Puvungna Indian Village 
Sites. The Juaneño Band and 
other tribes use the property for 
meetings and ceremonies, and 
there are burial poles scattered 
around.
 Murphey and Valenzuela both 
said the tribe has had to re-edu-
cate each CSULB administration 
over the last three decades as new 
presidents came in, and have re-
ceived pledges to not develop the 
land from some of those presi-
dents. Murphey said he wants to 
see that cycle end with a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) 

at the least to eliminate threats 
to use the land. The best result 
would be to turn the parcel over 
to the tribe to operate as a nature 
conservancy, he said.
 “This is not about territory,” 
Murphey said. “This is a sacred 
site, and it needs to be protected.”
 Cook said it is against univer-
sity policy to comment on active 
litigation. But, he said, the prop-
erty and its future is important.
 “This area will be included in 
the university’s broader, inclusive 

planning process taking place 
over the next two years,” he said. 
“We are hopeful this process will 
yield a vision for this area of our 
campus that is responsive both 
to the evolution of our university 
as well as the meaning that some 
stakeholders have ascribed to this 
land. 
 “We have always sought to 
listen to the diverse perspectives 
from our broader community, and 
remain committed to ongoing di-
alogue.”
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Richard M. Williams

 On Saturday, May 23, 
2020, Richard M. Williams, loving 
husband, passed away suddenly at 
the age of 83.  Richard was born 
October 2, 1936 in Ashtabula, Ohio 
to Maynard & Ella(Mero) Williams. 
He graduated from Harbor High 
School class of 1954.
 On July 1, 1972 he married 
the love of his life Linda Jane Zack 
and was married for 48 years.  He 
was a Long Beach resident for many 
years and a long-suffering Cleveland 
Browns Fan.
 Richard worked for the U.S. 
Post Of� ce for 33 years and was 
retired for 28 years. He loved live 

musical theatre and volunteered at 
Long Beach Civic Light Opera for 
over 30 years working backstage.   
 Richard and his wife Linda 
loved traveling which took them 
all over the world. He was avid 
photographer and loved taking 
pictures of Lighthouses from their 
travels.
 Richard was preceded in 
death by his father, mother, and 
sister.  He is survived by his wife 
Linda, and many cousins, nieces, 
and nephews.
 A private funeral service will 
be held on Friday, June 12, 2020, at 
All Souls Mortuary, 4400 Cherry 

Ave., Long Beach, CA. 90807.
 In lieu of � owers, 
donations can be made to Father 
Al’s Outreach, 6246 Crystal Cove 
Dr., Long Beach, CA. 90803

1936 - 2020

GAVALYAS, Nicholas, 1936-2020
Nicholas Gavalyas, 83, of Seal Beach, passed away 
May 9. He was born in New York and worked 
in customer service. He is survived by his wife. 
Interment is private. The family was assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary.  

McINERNY, Nicole, 1965-2020
Nicole McInerny, 54, of Long Beach, passed away 
May 7. She was born in Delaware and worked as 
a sales manager. She is survived by her husband, 
Kevin. Interment is private. The family was assisted 
by McKenzie Mortuary.  

ROGERS, Glen, 1933-2020
Glen Rogers, 86, of Long Beach, passed away May 
11. He was born in Ohio and was a police of� cer. 
He is survived by his daughter, Rhonda Whelchel. 
Interment is private. The family was assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary.  

McDERMOTT, George, 1949-2020
George McDermott, 70, of Lakewood, passed away 
May 2. He was born in Pennsylvania and was a 
truck driver. He is survived by his wife, Roberta. 
Interment is private. The family as assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary.  

MARRA, Charles, 1947-2020
Charles Marra, 73, of Huntington Beach, passed 
away May 7. He was born in New Jersey and was 
a sales associate. He is survived by his daughter, 
Stephanie. Interment is at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in East Hanover, N.J. The family was 
assisted by McKenzie Mortuary. 

GRASTY, Joseph, 1931-2020
Joseph Grasty, 88, of Long Beach, passed away 
May 13. He was born in Kentucky and was a sales 
representative. He is survived by his friend, Robert 
Burns. Interment is at Riverside National Cemetery 
in Riverside. The family was assisted by McKenzie 
Mortuary.  

DEFELICE, Joseph, 1996-2020
Joseph Defelice, 23, of Marina Del Rey, passed 
away May 11. He was born in New York and 
was a student. He is survived by his father, Luigi. 
Interment is private. The family was assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary. 


