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Preservation Weighs In On Puvungna Dispute
BY HARRY SALTZGAVER
EXECUTIVE  EDITOR

 California’s Offi ce of Histor-
ic Preservation has sided with 
Native American tribes trying 
to force Cal State Long Beach 
to clean up construction debris 
dumped on Puvungna, a 22-acre 
parcel on campus considered sa-
cred to the Gabrielino/Tongva 
tribe and others.
 Also, one of the plaintiffs said 
Thursday, Oct. 8, that settlement 
talks are failing and the tribes will 
push forward with the lawsuit.
 “We’re moving forward with 
the lawsuit because the terms of 
settlement are not acceptable,” 
said Joyce Perry, cultural resource 
director for the Juaneño Band 

of Mission Indians, Acjachemen 
Nation. “The university has not 
agreed to the MOU (Memoran-
dum of Understanding), the re-
moval of the soil, removal of the 
plastic and more.”
 CSULB spokesperson Jeff 
Cook said he could not comment 
on the status of the lawsuit or set-
tlement talks because it still is be-
ing litigated.
 “Relative to the August 10 
letter that you reference, we are 
working with the state Offi ce of 
Historic Preservation to resolve 
the open issues raised in the let-
ter,” Cook wrote in an email.
 The latest controversy stretch-
es back to last fall, when soil and 
construction material from a resi-
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SOIL’S SOURCE. Work on a new residence hall at Cal State Long 
Beach generates construction debris.

Leadership Change 
For Belmont Shore

BY HARRY SALTZGAVER
EXECUTIVE  EDITOR

 Property owner Kurt Schneiter 
has been elected the new board 
president of the Belmont Shore 
Business Association, and he says 
he wants to get Second Street 
moving again.
 Schneiter takes over for Mike 
Sheldrake, who has served as 
president for the last six years. 
Sheldrake operates Sheldrake 
Coffee Roasting, formerly Polly’s 
Gourmet Coffee.
 “Having lived here 31 years, 
I’ve come to think of Belmont 
Shore as the city’s playground 
for water and beach sports, dining 
and shopping,” Schneiter said. “I 
currently see signifi cant oppor-
tunities for our local businesses, 
residents and landlords to work 
together to improve the ambiance 
of the Shore.”
 Schneiter, owner of Maverick 
Investments, is a partner in the 
ICONIX fi tness center at Olym-
pic Plaza, and owns retail build-
ings on Second Street. He said 
Sunday that he is “buying into the 
Shore more,” including closing in 
the next two weeks on purchase 
of the Wells Fargo Bank building.
 Schneiter served on the Bel-
mont Shore Parking and Business 
Improvement Advisory Com-
mission board for more than a 
decade, stepping down several 

years ago. He is fairly new on the 
BSBA board, though.
 A top priority, he said, will be 
making some, if not all, of the 
temporary parklets in front of 
Shore restaurants permanent. The 
parklets were approved this sum-
mer to allow outdoor seating for 
restaurants during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. It still is illegal to 
serve customers inside a building.
 When asked how the reve-
nue from parking spaces would 
be made up, Schneiter said the 
restaurant that benefi ts from the 
parklet should pay the full annual 
amount of expected meter reve-
nue as part of the permit fee. He 
also said the Mello Roos Fund, 
a property tax assessment paid 
by building owners, could be a 
source of money.
 “We also need to recruit the 
right tenants to activate Second 
Street and one way to get that 
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State Okays Master Land Use Plan
BY HARRY SALTZGAVER
EXECUTIVE  EDITOR

 Southeast Long Beach, including the Los Cerri-
tos Wetlands, now has a new master zoning plan 
that should allow some redevelopment to begin.
 The plan, called SEASP (Southeast Area Specifi c 
Plan), would replace the 1977 SEADIP (Southeast 
Area Development and Improvement Plan) as the 
overriding land use (zoning) document for the area. 
The city’s Planning Bureau manager, Christopher 
Koontz, said there are a couple of procedural steps 

— including one more City Council approval — 
before SEASP is the law of the land. That will be 
done in less than fi ve months.
 “I’m just very, very pleased with the Coastal 
Commission’s action,” said Councilwoman Suzie 
Price, whose Third District includes all of the 1,500 
acres that SEASP covers. “The process was very 
inclusive. This will allow us to protect and restore 
the wetlands. Without this, there could have been 
development there.”
 Some of the changes made by Coastal Commis-
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NEIGHBORS. The Marketplace shopping center is separated from the Los Cerritos Wetlands by a road 
and a utilities easement.
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