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sion staff before consideration 
by the commission increased the 
buffers and protections for the de-
graded wetlands. Price said there 
are long-term plans to restore the 
wetlands (dependent on a land 
trade between Synergy Oil and 
the Los Cerritos Wetlands Au-
thority) helped along by SEASP.
 A watchdog group, the Los 
Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust, 
was part of the two-year plan-
ning process, and had asked for 
three more changes before Coast-
al Commission approval. Those 
changes were not included, but 
the Land Trust still is pleased with 
the result, and protections for the 
wetlands in particular, according 
to executive director Elizabeth 
Lambe.
 “While we are happy with the 
overall outcome, we are disap-
pointed that Commissioners did 
not include our three additional 
recommendations which were 1) 
Tie increased building heights to 
even more robust wetlands buf-

fers, especially at the Market-
place property since it directly 
abuts sensitive wetlands 2) Tie 
increased building heights direct-
ly to benefits for wetlands and 
environmentally sensitive habitat 
areas 3) Make lighting standards 
as wetlands friendly as possible, 
based on science, to protect sen-
sitive wetlands creatures,” Lambe 
wrote in an email. “We will con-
tinue to advocate for those addi-
tional improvements.”
  One of the restrictions in SEA-
SP limits commercial develop-
ment to areas that already have 
that kind of development. Koontz 
said he expected the Marketplace, 
which borders the wetlands on 
the west side of Second Street, to 
be the first request for redevelop-
ment.
 The amount of new residential 
units ran a close second to wet-
lands protection in debate over 
the two-year planning process. 
The proposal finally approved 
calls for up to 2,584 housing 
units, including condominiums 
and apartments. A Coastal Com-
mission condition requires an 

affordable housing component to 
new developments.
 “I think this is going to be a 
long-term thing,” Price said. “We 
won’t see major change for 10 to 
20 years. But there will be more 
housing at more price points, and 
that’s something we need. I think 
you look at affordable in the con-
text of this area. Teachers and 
college grads will be able to buy. 
Right now, it’s at $5.50 a square 
foot, and that’s just not doable.”
 In a letter to her constituents, 
Price thanked all those who par-
ticipated in the planning process, 
and pointed out Seventh District 
City Councilman Roberto Uran-
ga’s role as a Coastal Commis-
sion member. She also thanked 
city staff and consultants for 
making it an open and inclusive 
process.
 Koontz has been involved in 
the SEASP planning process 
since the beginning more than 10 
years ago. He admitted to being a 
little tired Monday.
 “It’s good to be done,” he said. 
“But I’m proud and pleased with 
what we have now.”

vation letter from Polanco says 
dumping even clean soil on Pu-
vungna is not a long-term solution 
to dirt moved for construction on 
campus, indicating other parts 
of the campus should be used as 
well. An estimate of the amount 
of soil put on Puvungna, and how 
that soil would be treated to blend 
into the site, should be part of a fi-
nal treatment plan to be submitted 
to the office, the letter added.
 Finally, Polanco said creation 
of an overriding MOU should be 
a priority.
 “Such documents are the result 
of collective consultation efforts 
by tribal groups arriving at com-
monly developed decisions and 
solutions, and OHP recommends 

that CSULB consider the devel-
opment of an MOU between the 
university and the tribes that have 
an interest in the site,” the letter 
says.
 The sticking point there appears 
to be a minimum requirement 
from the tribes for a promise the 
university would never build on 
the land. Several CSULB admin-
istrations have declined to make 
that promise. A campus-wide 
planning process underway now 
includes the site, Cook said in 
June, and while the tribes’ stand 
will be considered, no promises 
will be made.
 “We are hopeful this process 
will yield a vision for this area 
of our campus that is responsive 

both to the evolution of our uni-
versity as well as the meaning that 
some stakeholders have ascribed 
to this land,” Cook said in a state-
ment. “We have always sought to 
listen to the diverse perspectives 
from our broader community, and 
remain committed to ongoing di-
alogue.”
 That isn’t good enough, Perry 
said last Thursday.
 “I was one of the original plain-
tiffs when we started (legal ac-
tion) in 1993 and ’94,” she said. 
“Our goal here still is to preserve 
and protect the sacred site of Pu-
vungna, for seven generations, 
and to have the university under-
stand and accept that status.”

dence hall project was moved to 
Puvungna — land that parallels 
Bellflower Boulevard. That site 
is used by Native Americans for 
meetings and ceremonies, and has 
been a source of contention for 
more than a decade.
 Native Americans and their ad-
vocates have successfully turned 
back efforts by California State 
University officials to make use 
of the land — the largest undevel-
oped parcel on campus.
 In this instance, university offi-
cials say they were trying to fol-
low an agreement to keep all soil 
on campus — the Juaneño Band 
of Mission Indians Acjachemen 
Nation say the entire campus is 
sacred ground. The letter from 
Julianne Polanco, state historic 
preservation officer, acknowl-
edges that effort, but says that 
the definition of soil does not 
include rebar, concrete and other 
construction debris. The methods 
used to move material, including 
heavy equipment, also is criti-
cized.

 “It appears what has been de-
posited on the NHRP contributing 
site, however, is not only soil but 
also contains construction debris 
such as asphalt, rebar, concrete 
and more,” the letter says. “All 
of these materials should be com-
pletely removed.”
 Further, the letter says heavy 
equipment should not be used to 
remove anything on the site be-
cause that might disturb or dam-
age buried artifacts. The debris 
should be removed using hand 
tools and wheelbarrows.
 Cook said in June that the work 
last fall to demolish a residence 
hall and build a larger hall took 
place with site monitors watch-
ing, as agreed to in talks with 
Native American groups. But 
that agreement did not include 
the Juaneño Band, tribal officials 
said.
 Once the tribal officials object-
ed, work moving material to Pu-
vungna stopped, Cook said. But 
by that time berms — long hills 
of dirt — had been created, cov-
ering ground with up to four feet 
of new material.
 The Office of Historic Preser-

SEASP
continued from page / 1A

Puvungna
continued from page / 1A


