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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Fri., 4/17 65 51  0 in.
Sat., 4/18 66 52  0 in.
Sun., 4/19 66 50  0 in.
Mon., 4/20 67 44  0 in.

WEATHERINSIDE
sonomanews.com

 75°/46° 81°/55° 80°/54° 85°/51°

FORECAST
 Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 13.59 in.
Last-year-to-date: 39.86 in.
Rainfall year calculated from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

Clydesdale farm off 
the market for now

The “for sale” sign is still up 
at Mission Bell Farms on East 
Spain Street, but the listing for 
the property was removed from 
real-estate websites last week.

Mission Bell, known for the 

iconic Clydesdale horses kept at 
the farm — is no longer actively 
for sale.

The property was first listed 
for sale in March 2018 by long-
time owners the Castagnasso 
family, causing alarm among 
local conservationists who 

bristled at having such a prime 
parcel of  agricultural real 
estate for sale so close to the 
historic Plaza. Local historic 
preservation nonprofit the Blue 
Wing Adobe Trust launched 

By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

Mission Bell listing removed due to poor economic conditions

See Farm, A3
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Mission Bell Farms was on the market in 2019 for $7.6M. The owners 
held off selling it, while Blue Wing Adobe Trust tried to raise the funds.

Three fire districts in Sonoma 
Valley are on the verge of  con-
solidating into a single entity 
– an entity that will appear on 
homeowners’ 2020-21 property 
tax bill as a fee increase for 
most Valley residents.

Valley of  the Moon, Glen 
Ellen and the Mayacamas fire 
districts will officially become 
the Sonoma Valley Fire Pro-
tection District on July 1, if  
the Local Agency Formation 
Committee (LAFCO) commis-
sioners approve the merger at 
their May 6 meeting. 

The application for the 
reorganization was already 
approved by LAFCO in March, 

Fire districts 
steer toward  
consolidation
Glen Ellen, Mayacamas 
and VOM fire districts to 
merge as Sonoma Valley 
Fire Protection District
By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See Districts, A7

Funeral homes 
struggle to  
aid grieving 
families
Services may lack  
‘closure’ with social- 
distancing limitations
By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

While the city of  New York’s 
funeral homes scramble to 
find space to store victims of  
COVID-19, Sonoma Valley’s 
funeral home is prepared for an 
influx and hopeful that it will 
not have to utilize its space.

“Most funeral homes have 
refrigeration that can house a 
lot of  people,” said Kirk Cheda, 
funeral director at Duggan’s 
Mission Chapel in Sonoma. 
There is also space at the coun-
ty morgue and medical examin-
er’s office, he said.

Bob Achermann, who heads 
the California Funeral Direc-
tors Association, said that cities 
such as New York, Chicago and 
Detroit where the number of  
fatalities due to COVID-19 are 
staggering, refrigerated trailers 
are brought in to store the 
remains.

“The volumes are something 
to behold,” he said.

Municipalities in each state 
have their own guidelines relat-
ed to holding funeral services, 
Achermann said. Some are 

See Funerals, A4

Anonymity is the cornerstone of  
Alcoholics Anonymous, and in defer-
ence to that, the Index-Tribune has 
identified its sources in this story by 
initials only.

With too little to do and too many 
hours do it, Bay Area residents are 
drinking more alcohol than usual. 
Forty-two percent more, according 
to data from BACtrack, a San Fran-
cisco company that makes breathal-

izers for smart phones.
For the average QuaranTina 

or Tom — “normals,” as they’re 
known in the parlance of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous — the urge to overuse 
alcohol while sheltering in place 
allows for a less-than-ideal release of  
pressure. It is perhaps not the best 
plan for coping with stress, but — for 
most people — arguably not the very 
worst, either. 

But for alcoholics fighting to main-
tain sobriety, indulging that same 
urge could be deadly. As alcohol-de-
pendent people in recovery common-
ly say: One drink is too many, and a 

‘Hang together or die alone’: AA 
members cope with quarantine

By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

For recovering alcoholics,  
isolation could foment an 
equally dangerous disease

See Recovery, A4AA chips celebrate sobriety milestones.

■■ EDUCATION  ■
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Instructional aide Maria Gutierrez takes a Chromebook to a parent of a Sassarini Elementary School student on April 17, as Michelle Chavez 
prepares for the next recipient. The drive-in at the front of the school was meant to ensure social distancing. 

Under shelter-in-place orders from 
the county, Sonoma Valley’s 
schools are practicing distance 

learning, but some parents said they 
think the district isn’t doing enough to 
keep teaching all the students online, 
and claim the district is holding back 
some to wait for others who don’t have 
internet access.

“As far as I can tell, part of  the issue 
is access. So, for the minority of  kids 
that don’t have internet access at home, 
the majority sit around and wait,” said 
parent David Bell. “Given we are in 
such unique times, why not get as many 
kids as you can going on the online 
schooling and at the same time, figure 
out access for those that don’t? Political 
correctness needs to be put aside for the 
moment.”

Another parent who asked to remain 
anonymous said she thinks it is a mis-
take to “not let the teachers move for-
ward and teach new concepts until there 
is equity for all SVHS (Sonoma Valley 
High School) students. However, the big 
equity issue for our Sonoma students is 
also in relation to other schools in our 
community and county and beyond who 

By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Schools, families grapple over equity, grading as classes go online

The ‘distance learning’ divide

See Distance, A5


