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“He’s a super talented 
chef who is excited to serve 
a broader audience,” said 
Kivelstadt. “We see this an 
opportunity to serve afford-
able but creative food and I 
think the people of Sonoma 
are craving more options 
like this.” 

Kivelstadt stressed the 
range of experiences that 
the new space will offer, 
inside and out. 

The wine garden will 
offer a full menu, beer 

and wine. In the winter, it 
will be tented and heated. 
Music, lawn games and a 
children’s play area are 
planned.  

“I have two young kids 
and there’s nowhere you 
can go in Sonoma right 
now and have a meal and a 
beer or a glass of wine with 
friends where your kids can 
play safely and not annoy 
everybody,” he said, citing 
Brewster’s in Petaluma as 
one inspiration.

Indoors, a daily paired 
lunch with 12 seats will 
be offered, alongside a 
traditional tasting room. In 

an updated shed alongside 
the wine garden, he’ll offer 
an education-based reserve 
tasting, that will compare  
both his wines and their 
inspirations. 

“We’ll talk about a style 
of  wine – like our cold 

carbonic zin – and offer it 
alongside its inspiration, 
Beaujolais Nouveau,” he 
said, as one example. “Let’s 
make this not just us tell-
ing you why our wines are 
amazing but instead grow 
your knowledge by com-

paring California wines to 
wines in other parts of  the 
world.” Those like-minded 
global wines will be sold 
by the bottle, alongside 
Kivelstadt’s wines.

When it opens in April, 
Kivelstadt Cellars Wine 
Garden and Eatery will 
serve lunch Thursday 
through Monday, with 
lunch seven days a week 
and brunch on the week-
ends added by summer. 

With the papers signed 

on Monday, Kivelstadt and 
his team are now busy 
painting, cleaning the 
property, redoing all the 
furniture and ordering 
signage for the property at 
22900 Broadway.

“It’s going to be a lot of  
work over the next 60 days, 
but when we open, it’s 
going to be awesome,” he 
said. 

Email Lorna at lorna.sheri-
dan@sonomanews.com.

emcee as the boys demon-
strated their tricks. “Pret-
ty darn cool,” he added.

But not everyone is 
charmed by SBL’s antics, 
with their safety being 
the first concern of  local 
complainants.

Robert Wilson, former 
owner of Sonoma Old 
School skate shop and 
current champion of the 
“pump track” proposed 
for Maxwell Park, posted 
a lengthy correspondence 
on a neighborhood social 
media site in an effort to 
influence the behaviors of  
the boys who ride with SBL. 
“I’m posting this in hopes 
that someone might know 
whose kids these are and 
stop them before someone 
gets hurt,” Wilson wrote.

Acknowledging that 
he was also offended by 
the kids’ “disrespectful” 
behavior, Wilson said he 
was more bothered by 
the potential for serious 
physical injury to kids who 
intentionally swerve into 
traffic for fun.

“I’m not posting this to 
rag on some bored kids. 
I post this mainly out of  
concern. Please, if  you 
know a parent of  this 
wheelie-popping gang of  
kids, please speak to them 
about… their current and 
escalating behavior before 
we’re reading an article in 
the Index-Tribune about an 
injured child. I know how 
this may end, and it can be 
avoided,” Wilson wrote.

Other commenters were 
less charitable about SBL 
riders, characterizing 
their behavior as “reck-
less,” “scary” and “rude.” 
Indeed, the language on 
SBL’s go-pro videos tends 
to be salty, with the boys 
talking to one another the 
way teenage kids some-
times do.

But the bike life move-
ment has supporters and 

a growing roster of  riders. 
In Santa Cruz, some 700 
showed up for a recent 
rideout, and on-again/
off-again NFL running 
back Marshawn Lynch 
has led massive bike life 
rides through the streets 
of  Oakland, pedaling in 
Beastmode himself. Bike 
life is a growing subculture 
often claimed by black and 
brown boys, and — propo-
nents argue — a healthy 
alternative to roaming the 
streets.

On a bitterly cold after-
noon earlier this week, 
about 20 SBL riders met at 
Olsen Park, at 569 Linda 
Drive, to practice their 
tricks. Asked if  they were 
aware of  the adult conster-
nation surrounding their 

sport, they began shouting 
out impassioned rebuttals.

"At least we're not on 
drugs!" said one.

"We're playing outside!" 
shouted another. "Grown-
ups are always complain-
ing about that."

"We're just having fun! 
Being kids! Old people 
forget what it's like to be 
young," a third said.

The boys told the In-
dex-Tribune that some of  
the adult behaviors they've 
encountered have been 
pretty aggressive, like the 
time a motorist sped ahead 
of  the group only to pull 
sharply in front of  them 
and slam on his brakes.

"It's like, you want us to 
ride safe, and then you do 
that? Whatever," said one 

of  the boys before mount-
ing his bike and expertly 
pedaling off with his fat 
front tire popped into the 
air.

Sonoma Mayor Logan 
Harvey has been following 
the community conversa-
tion about SBL, and has 
brought Sonoma Police 
Chief Orlando Rodriguez, 
City Manager Cathy Cap-
riola and personnel from 
the nonprofit Operation 
Bicycle – where many of  
the SBL kids are learning 
bike maintenance — into 
the conversation.

“We’re always critical 
of  teens for spending time 
on their phones, but the 
second they go outside 
and cause a little ruckus, 
people complain,” Harvey 
said. “These are largely 
good kids growing up in an 
increasingly aging commu-
nity. As someone who grew 
up here, I know it can be 
a little boring. But there’s 
nothing illegal about doing 
a wheelie. We want to pro-
mote a community where 
everybody feels safe and 
where our kids are allowed 
to be kids.”

In one SBL video found 
on the internet, a group of  

about 10 boys is pedaling 
along Highway 12 as mo-
torists roar past on their 
left. They stay in the bike 
lane for the most part, but 
occasionally swerve toward 
the traffic paralleling the 
path, until their shenani-
gans catch the attention of  
a passing Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s deputy.

He pulls his cruiser off 
the roadway and corals the 
boys, who straddle bikes 
and adjust helmets while 
studying their feet. “I just 
scraped a bicycle off the 
road on Grove. We had to 
life-flight him out,” the 
deputy says, eyeballing 
each kid in turn. “I want 
you to understand that this 
is serious.”

The deputy makes his 

point and the kids pedal off.
But teenagers are 

predisposed to ignore 
warnings about ill-advised 
behavior. “Pull us over for 
wheelie-ing and swerving? 
Guess what we’re gonna 
do now!” shouts the rider 
who voices most of  SBL’s 
videos. He yanks his 
bike up onto one wheel, 
expertly cutting right 
and then left. Most of  the 
other riders likewise pop 
a wheelie, intentionally 
pedaling toward fixed ob-
jects like parked cars, then 
swerving away at the last 
moment. “That’s bike life!” 
the narrator laughs. “Ride 
or die.”

Contact Kate at kate.wil-
liams@sonomanews.com.

BIKE LIFE PRIMER
Bike Life: Bikers on BMX, mountain bikes, or motorcycles who 
ride public roads doing wheelies in large groups.
Wheelie: Riding with one wheel popped into the air.
Surfing: Riding with one foot on the handlebars and one on 
the seat.
Swerve: Popping a wheelie toward an immovable or oncom-
ing object and swerving away at the last moment.
Big Ripper: The Cadillac of trick bikes equipped with fat tires, 
a light BMX frame, and front and rear wheel pegs.

Bike Continued from A1
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The boys of Sonoma Bike Life allow a photographer a rare static moment before jumping 
back on their oversized BMX bikes for a ride. 
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Adults fear riders will wind up in the ‘I-T’ accident reports.

JORDAN KIVELSTADT 
AND FREE FLOW WINES
Free Flow is the largest dedicated wine canning line in the 
country, producing 200,000 cans a day and another 20,000 
wine kegs a month. Kivelstadt sold Free Flow in 2016 and 
stayed on until 2019 to continue growing the business. He still 
sits on the board of the company, which is based on Eighth 
Street East in Sonoma.
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The back of the former Schellville Grill will be transformed 
into a space where kids can play and ‘not annoy everybody.’
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Sonoma’s
Premier Vacation Rental and Property

Management Company

• We offer our clients trusted vendor
relationships going back 30 years.
• Local family owned business.

• Available 24/7

678 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476
(707) 996.3060

rentals@woodfieldproperties.com
www.woodfieldproperties.com
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Integrity, Compassion, &
Empathy

Cremation Options Starting
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Most economical funeral home
in Sonoma County
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FD 1925 & CR 383

Owner Duffy Conneely


