
By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

The findings of a months-long inde-
pendent investigation into the conduct 
of three Tiburon and Belvedere police of-
ficers during a racially charged incident 
at a Black-owned Fountain Plaza clothing 
store in August will not be made public 
unless the involved officers consent to its 
release, Tiburon officials say.

Citing state employee-privacy laws, 
Town Manager Greg Chanis said the in-
vestigation report, expected to be finalized 
this month, will be privately reviewed by 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Blue & Gold Fleet is seeking to discon-
tinue service between Tiburon and San 
Francisco, a move that would eliminate 
the ferry as an option for travel between 
the two cities during weekday non-com-
mute hours, in the later evenings and en-
tirely on weekends. 

Though most and sometimes all trips 
have been suspended amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Pier 39, which owns Blue 
& Gold Fleet LP, filed an application with 
the California Public Utilities Commission 
to end the service, citing declining rev-
enue and increased operating costs. The 
utilities commission held a pre-hearing 
on the application in November but has 
not advanced the request any further be-
cause of COVID-19-related slowdowns in 
workflow. A final hearing date had not 
been set by The Ark’s press deadline. 
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Stephanie Cannell knows the difference between having
insurance and being insured. Specializing in Southern Marin
for the last 16 years, she overcomes insurance objections that
are unique to our area. Handling all types of insurance from
auto, home, life and umbrella to construction and small
business. Stephanie brings her experience to work for you.
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By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon seventh-grader Cora Cham-
pommier had no idea her performance in Bel 
Aire Elementary School’s 2019 production of 
“Annie” would lead to a role in the new Disney 
Pixar movie “Soul,” which amid the pandemic 
is scheduled for a straight-to-streaming release 

on Dec. 25.
Nevertheless, the 12-year-old found herself 

at Pixar Animation Studios in Emeryville 
with her mother last year, meeting Pete 
Docter, the director of “Up” and “Monsters, 
Inc.,” and voicing the part of Connie — a 
middle-school girl who plays trombone in the 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Two Tiburon doctors working at 
Kaiser Permanente Medical Center 
in Terra Linda were among the first 
in Marin and across the U.S. to get 
vaccinated against the coronavirus 

last week, marking a new milestone 
in the nine-month pandemic. 

Dr. Jason Bateman and Dr. Shideh 
Shadan received their first of two 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine Dec. 17, 
the day after Marin received an ini-

By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Belvedere City Council has ap-
proved a conceptual design for a mul-
timillion-dollar plan to strengthen the 
city’s seawalls, making way for the next 
phase of the project: more than a year 
of environmental review and feasibility 
studies aimed at producing solid cost es-
timates and a more detailed design.

The council at its Dec. 14 teleconfer-
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The Strawberry Recreation District is 
located at 118 E. Strawberry Drive. All 
classes are held at the center unless other-
wise noted. For more information or to en-
roll, visit strawberry.marin.org or contact 
the district at 415-383-6494 or admin@
strawberryrec.org.

Fall Pathways: 8 a.m.-12:15 p.m., 10:50 
a.m.-3 p.m. or 10:50 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 4-22 
and Jan. 25-Feb. 12; $470-$744 for three 
weeks. Programs for kids in grades K-5 
complement morning or afternoon in-per-
son classes at Strawberry Point Elementary 

School. Program coordinators oversee on-
line learning and lead outdoor activities. 

Fall Steppingstones: 2-5 p.m. or 2:45-5 
p.m. Jan. 4-22 and Jan. 25-Feb. 12; $264-$331 
for three weeks. Science projects, arts and 
crafts, sports, story time, music and more 
for ages 4-11.

Annual tennis passes are now on sale. 
The 12-month rate is $150 per pass for 
Strawberry residents, $175 per pass for 
nonresidents. For more information about 
tennis programs, visit strawberry.marin.
org/tennis.

Submitted by Strawberry Recreation Dis-
trict General Manager Nancy Shapiro.

Connect with Strawberry Rec

Services Guide SERVICES GUIDE ADVERTISING RATES
Ads in the Services Guide are $50 per month, three-month minimum, for a maximum of seven lines.  

Additional lines are $7 each per month. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday.

Call us at 415-435-2652 or email serviceguide@thearknewspaper.com to place your ad today!

CAR CONCIERGE
SURREY CAR COMPANY

Full Service Car Concierge
Thinking of buying, leasing or selling 
a car? If you don’t want the hassle 

and want to get the best deal, we can 
help you save money, save time, and 

consultation.
Stephen 415-450-1486
www.surreycarco.com

ELECTRICAL
TIBURON’S FAVORITE

ELECTRICIAN

Speedy Repairs – Free Advice
John Blythe 415-435-8686

ESTATE SERVICES
CalEstates Concierge

One Trusted Team for Everything, 
Est. 1986

Local References/Bonded/Insured

Direct 510-610-4461

HAIR CARE
LILI S. SALON

care & deliver great results keeping hair 
healthy the whole way!

2005 Bridgeway, Sausalito
415-332-8700 Lili

www.lilissalon.com

HAULING
LOCAL FIREMAN HAULING

Large & small dump runs.

Jeff 415-310-2551

HOME MAINTENANCE
ALEXANDER’S -”RUGWERKS”

Professional Services  
for Handmade Rugs

 
 
 
 

1 El Paseo Lane, Mill Valley 
415-384-8261 Richard Habib
www.AlexandersRugs.com

HOME ORGANIZATION
LIGHTEN UP YOUR LIFE!

when you’re moving to a smaller space 

Call us and Lighten Up! 
415-971-0515

HOUSE CLEANING
SIMPLER CLEANING SERVICES

insured
Call 510-502-7490 or please email 
simplercleaningservices@gmail.

com for a free estimate

IN-HOME DINING
FINER POINTS IN-HOME DINING

An intimate culinary experience in the 
comfort of your home, prepared by 

our website for complete details.
Chef Colin

www.finerpointsdining. com

LANDSCAPING
WARREN DESIGN 

Landscape Maintenance 
& Irrigation

David Marshall 415-724-8861
warrendesignlandscaping.com

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
HOFFMIRE PAINTING & CONST.

Lic. #615309 Bonded & Insured
Steve 415-302-7248

PLUMBING
AMESOS PLUMBING

Lic. #814542 Insured.
415-457-6363

WOOD FINISHING
FERRARI WOOD REFINISHING

credit cards
Lic. #02000225

Amilcar Ferrari 415-240-7711
www.californiafinish.com

school band — in Docter’s newest animated 
film, which stars Jamie Foxx and Tina Fey. 

“Now as it’s coming out, it’s so surreal 
that I’m in this film with all these amazing 
celebrities,” says Cora, who now attends Del 
Mar Middle School. 

“Soul” centers on Joe Gardner, voiced by 
Foxx, a middle-school band teacher who 
is offered the chance of a lifetime to be the 
opening act at a renowned jazz club in New 
York City. However, an accident separates 
Gardner’s soul from his body and lands him 
in the Great Before, an ethereal place where 
new souls get their personalities, quirks 
and interests before leaving for Earth. 
Determined to return to his life, Gardner 
works with the souls, including 22, voiced 
by Fey, to get back to his body on Earth. 

The film was to debut in movie theaters 
earlier this year but was initially postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic before being 
released straight to Disney+, the stream-
ing service for The Walt Disney Co., which 
bought Pixar in 2006.

A Bay Area animation studio, Pixar typi-
cally draws local actors for smaller roles 
in its films, says Tiburon resident Lana 
Burstein, the founder of Shortlist Model and 
Talent Agency, who scouted Cora for the role 
of Connie in “Soul.” 

Burstein says she was in the audience for 
Cora’s performance as Miss Hannigan in the 
Bel Aire production of “Annie” in March 2019 
and was blown away by the girl’s ability to 
put on the persona of a bitter older woman. 

“I really remembered her,” Burstein says. 
“I said, ‘I’ve got to reach out to her parents.’” 

When Pixar contacted her talent agency 

a couple months later looking for local ac-
tors to play voice parts for supporting roles 
in their new film, Burstein immediately 
thought of Cora for the role of Connie. 

Cora’s first audition for the role was in 
May 2019. She had never voice-acted before, 
so she didn’t own any professional record-
ing equipment to make the audition tape. 
Burstein instructed Cora and her mother to 
put up blankets to create a makeshift record-
ing studio at home and use the voice-memo 
application on a cellphone for the recording. 

Cora, who was wrapping up fifth grade 
at the time, recalls being at her aunt’s house 
in Los Angeles when she was instructed to 
send in an audio audition. 

“I was hesitant at the time,” she says. “I 
thought, ‘This is a big deal. This is Pixar. I 
don’t want to embarrass myself.’” 

After encouragement from her mother, Cora 
looked over the information Burstein had sent 
about the character, Connie, a middle-school 

student struggling with her passion in music 
and seeking help from her teacher to reignite 
her interest. At the time, Cora was experienc-
ing a similar dilemma with studying piano. 

Within five takes, Cora and her mother 
thought they had the one and sent it to 
Burstein. A couple days later, Cora was in-
vited to Pixar studios for a second audition, 
with Docter and co-director Kemp Powers. 

“It was so surreal,” she says. 
At the studio, Cora was brought into a small 

booth with a huge microphone and asked to 
read the part of Connie. She was wearing her 
“lucky” blue jumper that she dons for all her 
auditions for school plays and felt confident. 

“I read my lines and kept my eyes down 
because I didn’t want to make scary eye 
contact,” she says. After getting through the 
first take, Docter told her to stop. 

“He said I did it exactly how they wanted 
it,” she remembers. On the walk back to their 
car, her mom took a call from the studio, let-

ting her know that Cora got the part. 
“I was screaming in the car I was so ex-

cited,” she says. “I wanted to call everyone 
and tell them. … It was just an amazing day 
— one of the best days.” 

After that, the hardest part was not being 
able to tell all her friends, she says. Cora had 
to sign a two-year contract that prevented 
her from telling anyone except her immedi-
ate family about her role; only recently was 
she able to start telling others. 

Cora points to her older sister, Claire, a 
sophomore at Lewis and Clark College in 
Portland, Ore., as her inspiration to get into 
drama and acting. Claire acted throughout 
grade school and performed at Carnegie Hall. 

“She was very good, and I felt I had to live 
up to that standard,” Cora says. “She’s been 
very, very supportive of me. Although she 
stopped acting, she likes to see that someone 
is continuing the passion in the family.” 

Through Burstein, Cora has landed sev-
eral modeling jobs, as well as the role of 
Lucy in the San Francisco Symphony’s live 
production of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 
last year. 

Cora says she doesn’t know what’s next 
but is toying with the idea of pursing more 
voice acting in the future. For now, though, 
she’s reveling in her role as Connie ahead of 
the Christmas Day release of “Soul.” 

“I’m extremely happy with how it’s come 
out. I think it’s going to be an amazing film. I 
haven’t seen one of these very down-to-earth 
films in a while,” she says. “With COVID, 
everyone is wondering what the meaning of 
life is at this point. This will be a pick-me-up 
movie.” 

Reach Belvedere and public-safety reporter 
Hannah Weikel at 415-944-4627.
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