
“We have really worked well
together. The communication
has been good between us,” he
said. “There are larger districts
that do not have kids back in per-
son because the unions and dis-
trict (administrators) have not
been able to agree.”

So far, MSUSD has lost about
50 students – about 10 percent of
its population – with kinder-
garten taking the biggest hit.
That decline is critical as funding
from the state is based on enroll-
ment. Fortunately, the current
budget is allocated using last
year’s totals. Emergency stimu-
lus funds from the federal gov-
ernment have helped.

Barnhart said replacing those
funds in the future will be diffi-
cult though. It is not just funding

from the state that matters but
also the timing of the disburse-
ment of those monies. School
budgets are not exactly slush
funds to begin with.

“As far as cash flow and cash
that we have received we are
taking a huge hit beginning in
February,” he said. “Schools all
across the state are having to
watch their cash flow very care-
fully.”

But what cannot be managed
are the memories that never hap-
pen. 

Gaspar Rodriguez is a senior
who plays football for Mount
Shasta High School. Last year at
this time, as the leaves were
turning and the nights were get-
ting cold, he scored the winning
touchdown with one minute to
play against rival Colusa in the

California Division 4 state
playoffs.

The score came on an au-
dible when he grabbed his
face mask to let the quarter-
back know he was changing
his route to a post. It was one
of the signature wins in the
school’s recent history. “I still
have the newspapers in my
room on the wall,” he said. 

Rodriguez said he misses
his teammates, some of
whom he has known since
the fourth grade. “At the start
of the year you all have a
common goal,” he said. “To win
games and have fun with each
other.”

Rodriguez’s coach, Mitch
Crossley, said there are lessons
learned on the gridiron such as
commitment and hard work that

extend beyond sports to in-
clude other extracurricular
activities such as drama and
choir.

“You have to perform at a
high level,” he said. “It is
hard to emulate that in the
classroom.”

None of this is lost on ed-
ucators. Some teachers are
already stressed performing
double duty managing stu-
dents in the classroom and
online at the same time. An-
other 15% are fully distance
learning only. Lesson plans
still need to be prepared for
those students.

It requires trying to main-
tain attention spans from
multiple mediums while si-
multaneously utilizing a
plethora of devices, from lap-
tops to cameras to smart
phones. All in an effort to
connect with students and
create a seamless experience.
Glitches happen. During one
recent Google classroom
meeting, a student was un-
able to mute his microphone
so the entire lesson was sere-
naded by the sound of power
tools. 

“I would have kids that
would turn on their computer

and I would be looking at a wall
in their bedroom,” said Cheryl
Keiner, president of the local
chapter of the California Teach-
ers Association.

Keiner, a former sixth grade
teacher who now runs the
Bridges program at Sisson
School, said teaching during the
pandemic has been a “massively
huge struggle.” 

“I have colleagues who have
been teaching for 30 years and
they feel like this is their first
year of teaching,” she said. “I
have never seen them this ex-
hausted. Ever.” 

Many spent the summer try-
ing to prepare, including scan-
ning slides and re-creating entire
curriculums. Preparing for dis-
tance learning in particular pres-
ents its own set of problems. It is
a model primarily designed for
college students who have the
ability and motivation to manage
themselves.

The end result is predictable. 
In a nationwide poll of educa-

tors completed by the National
Education Association, 28% of
those questioned said the pan-
demic has made them more
likely to retire early or leave the
profession altogether. There are
an estimated 4 million instruc-
tors who teach kindergarten
through 12th grade in the United
States, so an estimated one mil-
lion teachers are considering
leaving the industry. 

Even formerly mundane
tasks such as taking attendance

or saying the Pledge of
Allegiance are suddenly
more complicated when
done online via
Chromebooks. Many
veteran teachers some-
times have students in
their class who are the
children of former stu-
dents. That sense of
family is on pause dur-
ing the pandemic.

“They (teachers)
don’t even know what
the kids look like. All
they see is their face in

the middle of a tiny one-inch
square on their screen,” Keiner
said. “They don’t know their
gestures. They don’t know their
body language.”

For many parents just trying
to get by has become the new
norm, according to Nick Riddle,
a structural engineer who has
two sons in school. They react
differently to parents asking
questions about homework than
when teachers make the same
inquiry, he said.

“It’s challenging with the
kids at home. They often end up
at the office,” Riddle said. “It’s
a huge impact to our normal
way of life.”

He also worries about a “dis-
tinct and acute” education loss
taking place, saying “a lot of
kids are going to have trouble.”

In addition, not all families
function the same. Some are
simply more chaotic than others.
Reliable internet is often a prob-
lem. Hot spots fail. None of this
is conducive to creating a good
work ethic. The burden is espe-
cially difficult for students who
are more challenged than others,
including high need individuals
such as English learners.

Tony Garcia, a resource spe-
cialist at Mount Shasta Elemen-
tary School, said peer
interaction helps EL students
overcome language obstacles.
“That is how these little guys
learn,” he said.

Garcia is also a parent. He
does his best to stay on top of

things, including checking
homework every night
when he gets home. But de-
spite the immense chal-
lenges, Garcia remains
hopeful about the future. 

“Last year we kind of
lost the end of the year.
This year we are just trying
to keep our heads afloat,”
he said. “But I feel like we
are going to get through
this.”
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It’s almost Thanksgiving. And although 2020 may have been a difficult year for
you, as it has been for many people, you can probably still find things for which
you can be thankful – such as your family. How can you show your appreciation
for your loved ones?
Here are a few suggestions:
• Invest in your children’s future. If you have young children – or even grand-
children – one of the greatest gifts you can give them is the gift of education.
You may want to consider contributing to a higher education funding vehicle.

• Be generous. Do you have older children, just starting out in life? If so, they
could well use a financial gift to help pay off student loans, buy a car or even
make a down payment on a home. You can give up to $15,000 per year, per
recipient, without incurring gift taxes. Of course, you don’t have to give cash –
you might want to consider presenting your children with shares of stock in
companies they like.

• Review your insurance coverage. If you weren’t around, it would leave some
gaping holes – financial and otherwise – in the lives of your family members.
That’s why it’s essential you maintain adequate life insurance. Your employer
might offer a group plan, but it may not be sufficient to meet your needs.
There’s no magic formula for determining the right amount of coverage, so
you’ll have to consider a variety of factors: your age, spouse’s income, number
of children and so on. Also, you may want to consider disability insurance – if
you were unable to work for a while, it could cause a real problem for your
family’s finances.

• Preserve your financial independence. When your children are young, you take
care of them. But you certainly don’t want them to have to do the same for you
– so it’s essential you maintain your financial independence throughout your
life. You can do this in at least a couple of ways. First, consider investing reg-
ularly in your 401(k), IRA and other retirement accounts. The greater your
resources during your retirement years, the less you may ever need to count
on your family. And second, you may want to protect yourself from the devas-
tating costs of long-term care, such as an extended nursing home stay. A finan-
cial professional can suggest a strategy to help you cope with these expenses.

• Create an estate plan. To leave a legacy to your family, you don’t have to be
wealthy – but you do need a comprehensive estate plan. You’ll have to think
through a lot of questions, such as: Have I named beneficiaries for all my
assets? How much do I want to leave to each person? Do I need to go beyond
a simple will to establish an arrangement such as a living trust? For help in
answering all these issues, you’ll want to work with an attorney.

By making these moves, you can show your loved ones, in a tangible way, how
much you value them – and that can help you keep the spirit of Thanksgiving alive
all year long.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones

Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Kevin Charter, CFP®, ChFC®, AAMS® – Financial Advisor
414 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd • Mt Shasta, CA 96067 • (530) 926-5711

www.edwardjones.com

Ideas for Thanking
Your Family
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Serving Siskiyou Pet Families
with CARE

Siskiyou County’s
Pet Crematory

1391 Montague Rd., Yreka

Girdner’s
PurrFect Paws
Pet Crematory

WE LOVE OUR PETS TOO!
Come in and visit with us!
Reg. Hrs: M T TH F - 9-3
Available for appointments 

anytime
Like us on Facebook or visit

www.purrfectpawscrematory.com
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Weed teen
injured 
in car
accident 
remains 
in ICU

Students are instructed from behind plexiglass and all students are wearing a mask in Felicity White’s first grade classroom at Mount Shasta Elementary School.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

� Teaching now is ‘twice the work and half the fun’ . . .
(Continued from A1)

Weed teenager Kade Bernstein
has been recovering in intensive
care at UC Davis since hitting
bear while driving on Interstate 5
on Nov. 6.  CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

“I have colleagues who have
been teaching for 30 years
and they feel like this is
their first year of teaching,”
she said. “I have never seen
them this exhausted. Ever.” 

– Sisson teacher 
Cheryl Keiner

By Skye Kinkade

DAVIS – “Wear your seat
belt.” That’s the message Kade
Bernstein sent on Snapchat last
week from the Intensive Care
Unit at UC Davis, where he’s
recovering from serious in-
juries sustained when hitting a
bear on Interstate 5 on Nov. 6.

If all goes as planned, Kade
will be home in time for
Thanksgiving, said his mother,
Christy Kinkade.

“We appreciate all the sup-
port and prayer,” Kinkade said.
“It’s been much needed.”

Kade, age 16, was driving
one of five vehicles that hit the
same 400-pound bear on I-5
near the Weed Airport when
driving back from his 12-year-
old brother’s flag football
game in Montague. 

The other drivers and pas-
sengers involved in the pileup
sustained minor injuries, but
Kade was ejected from his
pickup, the California Highway
Patrol reported.

Thirteen days after being
ambulanced to Mercy Medical 
Center Mt. Shasta and then im-
mediately flown to UC Davis,
Kade has undergone several
surgeries to address injuries to
his head, neck, jaw and leg, the
last of which was Monday
evening.

“Everything looked much
better with the infection (in his
head wound) so hopefully that
was his last one,” Kinkade
said. He’s now working to get
his sodium levels up so he can
get out of the ICU. He’ll be on
IV antibiotics for awhile.

Kade has been up and walk-
ing more often with the aid of
a walker.

“He’s a tough kid and has
been hanging in there with a lot
of pain,” his mom said.

Kade’s older sister, Skye
Bernstein, started a Go Fund
Me campaign to help her fam-
ily defray the costs of travel
and loss of work to be at the
hospital.

As of Tuesday afternoon,
nearly $10,000 has been raised
of the $15,000 goal.

To donate the Kade’s
fundraiser, go to
https://bit.ly/3p6yema.

Updates on his condition
will be made on a
Caringbridge site:
www.caringbridge.org/visit/k
adebernstein.
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