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At 33, Silvia Lorena Abrego
Hernandez never thought about
being a widow.

Her 35-year-old husband, Jose
Luis Cebrero Cisneros, drove an ar-
mored truck that transported
money to and from maquiladoras
and other border businesses. His
long shifts stretched sometimes
until 3 a.m. For this work, he was
paid the U.S. equivalent of about
$15 a day, or $90 a week. 

Jose had a mild hypertension
condition. Still, his death on April
12 from the coronavirus was such a
shock that Abrego said she halfway
expects the hospital to call and say
they made a mistake.

In Baja California, the number of
relatively young people like Cebrero

and government officials also say
the fatalities reflect the heavy toll
coronavirus has taken on workers at
border factories.

who are dying from the virus is
steadily growing. One reason might
be that Mexico, and Baja California
in particular, is much younger than
the United States. But some health

MEXICAN WORKERS DYING FROM COVID-19
Some say they knew risk
was high inside factories,
but they needed jobs 

Silvia Lorena Abrego Hernandez’s husband, Jose Luis Cerebro
Cisneros, 35, died April 12 after entering the hospital on April 6. 

ALEJANDRO TAMAYO U-T

BY WENDY FRY
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From San Diego to Beijing to
London and Moscow, scientists
are working at breakneck speed
to create a vaccine that will stop
the spread of a virus that has
killed nearly 400,000 people
worldwide in the past six months.

There are few parallels in his-
tory to the war scientists are wag-
ing against the novel coronavirus,
which is formally known as
SARS-CoV-2.

Researchers quickly came up
with reasonably good tests to
identify who is infected. Many
therapeutic drugs to make the

disease less fatal are headed for
clinical trials. One existing antivi-
ral drug, remdesivir, shows prom-
ise for speeding up recovery
times. 

But life may not return com-
pletely to normal until there is a
safe, effective vaccine.

There are at least 135 vaccines
in development — a number that
has doubled since late March.
One of the most promising comes
from Inovio Pharmaceuticals of
San Diego, which is wrapping up
a small safety trial in humans.

But the coronavirus won’t be
vanquished quickly. 

A baffling virus
Developing a successful vac-

cine is hit or miss under any cir-
cumstances. And SARS-Cov-2 is
a fickle and baffling new virus. 

It causes horrible symptoms 

SCIENTISTS STRUGGLING
TO FIND VACCINE QUICKLY
135 in development, but
complexity of COVID-19
could delay success
BY GARY ROBBINS
& JONATHAN WOSEN
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THOUSANDS TAKE PART
IN PEACEFUL PROTESTS

Thousands of protesters in San
Diego County took to the streets
Saturday in some of the largest
demonstrations so far, marching,
chanting and kneeling to oppose
racial injustice in America.

The protests stretched from
Vista to Santee to downtown San
Diego, where the biggest group at-
tracted thousands of participants
in a march from Waterfront Park to
Hillcrest. Police estimated the
crowd at about 3,000, but at least
one report from the scene put the
crowd at thousands more.

“No justice; no peace,” pro-
testers chanted, along with “Hands
up; don’t shoot!”

The event’s organizers, led by
San Diego residents Charlie Brown
and Kelly Pierce, reportedly col-
laborated with the Police Depart-
ment ahead of the protest and en-
couraged all participants to stay
peaceful.

The well-choreographed pro-
test began with an hour of speeches
and testimonials at Waterfront
Park, including a live performance
of Sam Cooke’s “A Change is Gonna
Come,” a song inspired by the civil 

No violence reported as
demonstrators assemble
throughout the county
BY BRITTANY MEILING,
GARY ROBBINS, ANDREW DYER
& PHIL DIEHL
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When Ariel Gibbs arrived last
Sunday morning at the Hall of Jus-
tice, the place where her protest
was set to begin in downtown San
Diego, she paused and turned to a
friend.

“Wow,” she said.
She could not believe how many

people showed up to march along-
side her to demand justice for
George Floyd, a black man who
died after a white police officer in
Minnesota knelt on his neck for
nearly nine minutes. 

By 10 a.m., there were about 100
people present. Throughout the
day, the crowd that gathered would
grow to more than 1,000. 

In the past week, San Diego
County has seen multiple protests
each day as residents join the
voices across the nation who are
mourning the killing of Floyd by
police — and the deaths of many
other black men and women — and
calling for change. 

NEW LEADERS
EMERGE TO
ORGANIZE
PROTESTS IN
S.D. COUNTY
BY KATE MORRISSEY 
& LYNDSAY WINKLEY
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Protest signs are meant to be
provocative, but these were es-
pecially so: “Abolish the police.”

They showed up in San Diego
and across the country over the
past two weeks as thousands of
Americans took to the streets to
condemn the May 25 killing in
Minneapolis of George Floyd, an
unarmed black man, by a white
police officer who knelt on his
neck for more than eight minutes
during an arrest over a counter-
feit $20 bill. 

As far-fetched as the protest
signs seem, they are part of a
growing national debate that’s
moved beyond the usual calls for
change — better training, more
diversity, increased accountabil-
ity — to openly question the fun-
damental purpose of police in so-
ciety.

Are the officers guardians, or
are they warriors? 

Critics say Floyd’s death, in a
city that spent millions of dollars
in the past five years to institute
reforms after earlier killings, is
proof that a different approach is
needed.

“To me, the word ‘reform’
makes it sound as if you’re just
trying to tweak something that
was good before, and to me it was
never good,” said Tasha
Williamson, a San Diego commu-
nity activist and former mayoral
candidate. “What we’re looking
for is a total transformation.”

The furor over the Floyd
killing prompted local law agen-

cies last week to ban the carotid
restraint, a neck hold that con-
trols suspects by rendering them
unconscious. Critics have been
trying for years to eliminate what
they see as a dangerous and de-
humanizing tool deployed dis-
proportionately against people
of color.

They’ve also garnered sup-

SIGNS SAY ‘ABOLISH THE POLICE’;
IT’S A REAL THING THESE DAYS
Growing movement questioning their role in American society going forward
BY JOHN WILKENS

San Diego police in riot gear lined Broadway in downtown
San Diego, stopping a group of protesters on May 31.

K.C. ALFRED U-T
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Protesters hold signs during a peaceful demonstration in downtown San Diego on Saturday. Protesters across the nation on Saturday
took part in marches and demonstrations against racism and police brutality, and over the in-custody death of George Floyd.

ARIANA DREHSLER

Video of police officers in plain
clothes and military-style uni-
forms arresting a female protester
Thursday — and taking her away in
an unmarked van as family mem-
bers screamed for the officers to
identify themselves — spread on
social media this week, raising eye-
brows and concerns.

In the 45-second clip posted on
Twitter, just after the woman is
forced into the van, one of the offi-
cers dressed in tactical gear and
carrying what looks like a rifle yells
at the woman’s companions that if
“you follow us, you will get shot, you
understand me?”

On the video, people can be
heard screaming, “What the (ex-
pletive)? This is an unmarked car!
Who is this? Who are you?”

A police spokesman said the of-
ficer who threatened to shoot was
carrying a less-than-lethal weap-

VIDEO OF
PROTESTER
ARREST IN
S.D. RAISES
CONCERNS
BY ALEX RIGGINS 
& TERI FIGUEROA
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