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San Joaquin jobless rates improve — slightly
businesses to reopen, according
to the latest reports from the California Employment Development Department.
The agency released its June
report on Friday, in which the
unemployment rate in San
Joaquin County was 15.9%, up
from a revised 16.6% in May.
According to the EDD’s
monthly report, some 7,000 county residents returned to work in

By Wes Bowers
NEWS-SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

When various sectors of the
economy began opening in May,
many employers were able to
bring their work force back on
the job, improving unemployment by a little more than a percentage point.
That trend continued in June
as the state continued to allow

June, for a total of 239,100 employed.
The leisure and hospitality
sector saw the largest increase in
workforce last month, with 4,600
people back to work. In May, the
industry saw an increase of 500
jobs.
Government was the only sector in June to see jobs lost, with
1,200 out of work. That sector
had already seen a loss of 1,000

jobs in May.
The trade, transportation and
utilities industry lost 600 jobs in
May, but 2,000 returned to work
last month.
Despite the small increase in
employment numbers, June 2020
saw less people employed than
the same period last year, when
265,600 had jobs. That’s 26,500
more than this year’s period.
Unemployment numbers in
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each city slightly declined in
June as well, after a month of
seeing the jobless rate increase.
Lodi’s unemployment rate last
month was 13.4%, a tiny improvement over the 14.4% reported in May. The numbers remained the fourth highest in the
county among incorporated
cities.
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Five sites in
Lodi eyed
for future
development
By Wes Bowers
NEWS-SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

cy. But the source code is not always available.
That’s because the companies that sell
such software to police and law enforcement
organizations often claim in court that their
programs are trade secrets, and therefore
cannot be examined or tested by lawyers for
defendants.
Trade secrets claims argue that a company will suffer financially from publicly releasing proprietary information, such as
source code. Judges have typically sided
with the companies.
Takano’s legislation, introduced last September, would change the Federal Rules of

City of Lodi staff is hoping to
promote the city as a key location
for the manufacturing and logistics industries, and this week identified five sites near Highway 99 as
prime pieces of property to do so.
The Lodi City Council on
Wednesday got a glimpse of these
properties during a presentation at
its regular meeting Wednesday.
Those sites are located at 699 and
775 Guild Ave.; 930 Beckman Road;
1325 E. Kettleman Lane and 1250 S.
Beckman Road; 1335 E. Lockeford
St.; and 1430 and 1600 S. Cherokee
Lane.
“This is a first preview of what
those sites could be,” Astrida
Trupovnieks, the city’s economic
development manager, told the
council. “These sites were chosen
because of their direct proximity
to major transportation routes —
specifically Highway 99 — as well
as their visibility, size and potential for development.”
Potential uses for each property
could be corporate data research
centers, manufacturing or research and development sites, or
logistics and refrigerator storage
facilities, among others in the industrial sector, Trupovnieks said.
The only site presented Wednesday that is west of Highway 99 is located at 1430 and 1600 S. Cherokee
Lane. The property is owned by Pacific Gas & Electric, which stores
its equipment and materials at the
site.
The site could potentially house
a two-to-three story building,
Trupovnieks said, and because of
its visibility from the highway,
Cherokee and Kettleman lanes, it
would be most suitable for a firm’s
corporate headquarters, a technology center or research and development facility.
Proposed buildout would be
95,000 square feet, with 350 parking
stalls on site.
A nearly four-acre vacant parcel
at 1335 E. Lockeford St. could site a
refrigerator storage facility, a commercial catering business or commercial office space, Trupovnieks
said.
The site could handle 29,000
square feet of building space in
two structures connected by an
outdoor plaza, and accommodate
82 parking spaces, as well as 32
loading docks, she said.
The seven-acre piece of property
at 930 Beckman Road is also vacant, and Trupovnieks said a twostory corporate office building connected to a three-story factory
could be located there. Total proposed buildout would be 111,000
square feet of structure.
In addition, the site could lend itself to vineyards, in the event its

PLEASE SEE TAKANO, PAGE 3

PLEASE SEE SITES, PAGE 3

NEWS-SENTINEL PHOTOGRAPHS BY BEA AHBECK

Ana Martinez puts ZinStar bottles into boxes during bottling day at Lucas Winery in Lodi on Jan. 10.

Bottling day is a time to celebrate a year of hard work

About this
project

By Bea Ahbeck
NEWS-SENTINEL PHOTO CHIEF

On a crisp January morning, as dew clings to grass in
the nearby vineyard, the Mobile Wine Line trailer sits
idling as the crew sets it up
for the next vintage. In the
next eight hours, the cutting
edge bottling truck, combined
with some elbow grease, will
fill over 20,000 bottles of wine.
It’s a big day at the winery,
where all the hard work
throughout the previous years
comes to fruition. After aging
in French oak barrels for
about year, the 2018 ZinStar
wine harvest will be bottled.
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Shelby White, David Lucas, Eliza Hess and Bo Baca take a selfie
together during bottling day.

For the past year, News-Sentinel Chief Photographer Bea
Ahbeck has visited Lucas
Winery, following owners
David Lucas and Heather Pyle
Lucas and their employees
from preparing the vines for
the growing season through
growth, harvest, crush and
the winemaking process. This
is the fourth of a four-part series on her year among the
vines. To view more photos
and video interviews with Lucas and Pyle Lucas, visit
www.lodinews.com.

Convicted by software? Not so fast, says lawmaker
By Dean DeChiaro
CQ-ROLL CALL

WASHINGTON — Amid a national debate
over bias and discrimination in the criminal justice system, Rep. Mark Takano, DCalif., is pushing legislation that he says
will level the playing field for criminal defendants whose lives may depend on the
conclusions of forensic software that are entered as evidence in court.
Crime scene technology is not new, but
until recently its accuracy has depended
largely on human analysis. Now, bolstered
by the belief that the use of technology limits the risk of human error, law enforcement agencies are increasingly turning to
artificial intelligence-driven tools such as
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facial recognition, probabilistic DNA analysis and
fingerprint matching to
aid in investigations.
But criminal justice reform advocates say forensic technology can be
faulty too and can also reflect the biases of the software engineers and scien- TAKANO
tists who created it. Facial
recognition technology, for instance, has
been proven less accurate when deployed
against women and people of color.
The only way to know whether a program’s findings are accurate enough to be
used as evidence in court, they say, is to examine its source code for bias and inaccura-
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