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OROVILLE >> During an Oct. 22, 
2019 meeting, the Oroville City 
Council directed city staff to join 
the Butte Choice Aggregate Joint 
Powers Authority. The council ap-
proved a $20,000 deposit Aug. 18 
to proceed with the application.

On Tuesday night, the council 
discussed an ordinance and reso-
lution to recognize the city’s par-
ticipation in the JPA.

Not all councilors were on 
board. Eric Smith, in particular, 
strongly disagreed with the res-
olution.
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CHICO >> Another long night in 
the Chico City Council Chambers 
seemed unavoidable Tuesday, with 
many issues from two weeks prior 
— including a long list of propos-
als to address the city’s housing 
and homelessness struggles.

The night began with prayer 
from Chico Police Chaplain Bud 
Chauvin. Mayor Ann Schwab 
then asked if the council wanted 
to move anything on the “ambi-
tious” agenda for another night, 
though she said she and City Man-
ager Mark Orme felt it could be 
handled in four hours.

However, Councilor Sean Mor-
gan said he felt Schwab’s time es-
timates were likely half as long 
as needed. Schwab then moved to 
hold the Policing Advisory Com-
mittee report, on the Chico Police 
Department current use of force 
policy, to the following meet-
ing, which was seconded by Vice 
Mayor Alex Brown. With council-
ors Karl Ory and Randall Stone 
voting against, this passed 5-2.

Morgan asked if the item on 
the Airport Commission’s revised 
lease was time sensitive. The item 
was moved to the next meeting 
by 5-2, with Ory and Stone vot-
ing against.
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Staff reports

OROVILLE >> Butte County moved 
into the orange tier Tuesday, 
which means more indoor busi-
ness operations can open with 
modifications, according to a 
news release from Butte County 
Public Health.

Tier 3, color-coded as orange 
under the state’s Blueprint for a 
Safer Economy monitoring sys-
tem, allows for bars, breweries 
and distilleries to open outdoors 
with modifications; offices to 

open indoors with modifications, 
and still encourages telework; 
cardrooms and satellite wagering 
to open indoors with modification 
and maximum of 25 percent ca-
pacity, according to the release.

In addition, many businesses 
previously allowed to open in-
doors at reduced capacity may 
now continue to be open indoors 
with increased capacity in Tier 3, 
Public Health said. Concert ven-
ues, festivals, live theater, night-
clubs, saunas and steam rooms 
and theme parks are still not al-

lowed to open.
“Businesses should review the 

state’s COVID-19 industry guid-
ance to ensure that all modifica-
tions and mitigation measures 
are in place to prevent the spread 
of the virus: covid19.ca.gov/indus-
try-guidance,” the health depart-
ment said in the release.

“The data requirements to 
qualify for Tier 3 include a case 
rate of 1-3.9 cases per 100,000 res-
idents with a test positivity rate 
of 2-4.9% or less and 2.2-5.2% 
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Butte County moves into orange tier
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PARADISE >> To his friends and 
many who knew him, Stephen 
Vest could be called on for al-
most anything.

When Michael Baker’s car 
broke down, it was Vest who 
dropped what he was doing 
and helped Baker, even though 
the two hadn’t connected in 
months.

After Jared Lindstrom lost his 
driver’s license, and resorted to 
riding his bike around town, 
Vest fixed up his own bike and 
often joined him.

“He was just a good friend,” 
Lindstrom said. “He was always 
the person I’d call and be like, 
‘Hey, can I talk and just hang 
out for a minute?’ And he’d be 
like, ‘Sure, I’m not doing any-

thing.’ He wasn’t a closed off 
person, he was always open.”

Marissa Cole, whose family 
became close to Vest over the 
years as neighbors in Paradise, 
called Vest a “sensitive soul.”

“He was a really sweet guy,” 
Cole said. “He was quiet and intro-
verted but very loving and caring.”

This is the Stephen Vest they 
knew. It’s why many are having 
trouble reconciling with the 
events on the night of Oct. 14, 
ending with Chico Police De-
partment officers shooting and 
killing him outside of a Petco 
store in Chico.

Night of the incident
The first 9-1-1 calls came in 

around 7:30 p.m. from Com-
munity Park, where people de-
scribed a man, later determined 
to be Vest, wearing dark cloth-

ing and threatening parkgoers 
with a knife. After a confron-
tation with a private security 
guard, Vest continued toward 
the intersection of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Parkway and 
East 20th Street, walking into 
traffic and approaching cars.

His path led to the corner of 
the intersection near the Petco 
store. Butte County District At-
torney Mike Ramsey said Vest 
approached a truck driver and 
store employee and chased them 
through the loading dock into 
the store, knife in hand. As po-
lice officers arrived and moved 
into the parking lot, Vest turned 
to his right and began walking 
toward them.

They told Vest to stop and 
drop the knife, before officer 
Will Page deployed his taser, 
which had little effect on Vest, 

according to Ramsey. As Vest 
moved closer to police, Ser-
geant Nick Bauer and officer 
Tyler Johnson shot and killed 
him. The two shooting officers 
were placed on administrative 
leave pending the investigation, 
which is being led by Ramsey 
and other law enforcement offi-
cials in Butte County.

Friends said Vest had his share 
of troubles — a history of men-
tal illness, family hardships and 
drug use — that were exacer-
bated when he lost his home in 
the Camp Fire. But they didn’t 
know him to be violent, which is 
why some believe Vest was expe-
riencing a mental health episode.

“I don’t think there was any-
thing in (Stephen) that wanted 
to hurt anyone,” said Alyson 
Hubbard, a longtime friend of 
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Stephen Vest, right, and Jared Lindstrom, left, walk on the 
flumes in Paradise in 2012. 

Stephen Vest.
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ABOVE: Stephen Vest sits on a hiking trail off of Dean Road near the Feather River in 
Paradise. 
BELOW, LEFT: Top row, from left to right, Miranda Lindstrom, Jared Lindstrom, Stephen 
Vest, and below, Matt Lindstrom and Mitchel Murphy pose for a photo at Manila Beach 
in Humboldt County in 2016. 
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