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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Tues., May 5 85 42  0 in.
Wed., May 6 90 55  0 in.
Thur., May 7 88 47  0 in.

WEATHERINSIDE
sonomanews.com

 92°/47° 80°/47° 75°/47° 65°/50°

FORECAST
 Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 13.59 in.
Last-year-to-date: 39.86 
in.
Rainfall year calculated from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

■■ COMMUNITY  ■

ROBBI PENGELLY / INDEX-TRIBUNE

Florists are among the retail businesses that were allowed to reopen this week. Which was music to the ears of Sandra Yanira, owner 
of Spring Flowers on Broadway and Andrieux Street, as Mother’s Day weekend is by far the busiest time of year for her. Arrangements, 
either custom or designer’s choice, can be phoned in and delivered or picked up at a table at the front doorway to the store.

Mother of all holidays 

Steve Kyle has babies all 
across the globe. He really 
doesn’t know how many he 
has out there, he’s lost track. 
It’s likely his babies have had 
babies, and those babies have 
had babies. 

“I’m immortal,” he said with a 
chuckle and grin.

Kyle, 77, is younger than his 
original “baby,” a sourdough 
starter he believes is probably 80 
years old, perhaps older.

He was an event creator and 
manager producing food and 
wine events before he retired. He 

was at one of his events when he 
met “Sourdough Jack,” one of  
the exhibitors. Sourdough Jack 
was trying to earn a little extra 
income by selling his sourdough 
starter and original recipes. Kyle 
bought one and has kept it going. 
That was in 1971.

Sourdough Jack was an older 
man at that time himself  and 
had the sourdough starter for 
many years bringing it with him 
from Alaska, Kyle said.

Sourdough bread dates to 
ancient Egypt and is the oldest 
form of leavened bread. Before 
commercial yeast was avail-
able, leavened bread used nat-
urally occurring yeast, which 
is what Kyle’s sourdough relies 

80-year-old sourdough starter is ‘better than sex’

By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Steve Kyle is the 
Johnny Appleseed of 
scrumptious bread

See Sourdough, A8
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Steve Kyle, loafing around the house with his sourdough kit.

Local homeless-services non-
profit Sonoma Overnight Support 
was the recipient of a last-minute 
grant last week from 1st District 
Supervisor Susan Gorin’s annual 
allocation of Measure L funds.

The $60,000 Community Impact 
Grant came as SOS officials said 
they were nearing the end of  

SOS gets 
$60k boost 
from tourism 
impact fund
Homeless nonprofit 
moves meal program 
to Burlingame Hall
By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See SOS, A8

In a unanimous vote Tuesday, 
school district officials approved 
a $15 million sports complex 
for the high school, a project 
that has been in discussion for 
six years and subject to both 
applause and objection.

“This has been a very exten-
sive process. This was not always 
a pre-destined thing to occur,” 
said John Kelly, president of  the 
Board of  Trustees for Sonoma 
Valley Unified School District.

Trustee Cathy Coleman said, 
“I’ve kind of  agonized over this 

Board 
OKs $15M 
sports 
complex
District greenlights new 
digs for football, soccer, 
baseball, softball, track
By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See Complex, A5

Sonoma Cheese Factory for sale

The Sonoma Cheese Factory, 
the venerable local business in a 
signature downtown building, is 
being listed for sale for more than 
$4 million.

The wine, foods, gifts, ice cream 
and barbecue deli has been closed 
since the end of  2018, as owners 
the Viviani Trust – consisting pri-
marily of  Maria Viviani and Nina 
Viviani Respicio, daughters of  
co-founder Pete Viviani – strug-
gled to find a working business 

model that would meet the terms 
of  its use permit in the city.

The 11,420-square-foot retail, 
office and storage manufacturing 
space at 2 W. Spain St., built by 
Celso Viviani, his son Pete and 
Tom Vella in 1945 in an unusual 
post-deco tile architecture, is 
being listed at $4,275,000. This is 
the first time the property has 
made available for sale during its 
75-year history.

Shuttered for over a year, the 
Viviani Trust had hoped to trans-
form the Cheese Factory into an 

Oxbow Market-style multi-tenant 
artisan center, but failed to gain 
the type of  permitting from the 
city required to allow for such an 
expansion. The Cheese Factory 
closed on the last day of  2018 with 
plans to reopen the following 
spring, but never did.

Maria Viviani and Nina Viviani 
Respicio did not respond to a 
request for comment as of  press 
time.

David Viviani, who ran the 
business with his father Pete for 
many years but who is not part 

By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Renowned Plaza cheesemongery listed at $4.25 million

See Cheese, A4
The Sonoma Cheese Factory, closed for more than a year, is now 
for sale for $4.25M.
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