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Turlock resident Chief  
Russ Richards, who served 
the Stanislaus County in nu-
merous ways through the fire 
service, was given a fitting 
tribute from the firefighting 
community in the wake of  
his passing.

Firefighters from around 
the county and beyond made 
a procession by Richards’ 
family home to pay their re-
spects and honor the many 
contributions he made to the 
community.

Richards has held many 
positions in fire service, in-
cluding fire investigation for 
the Stanislaus County Fire 
Warden’s Office, Fire War-
den for Stanislaus County, 
the first Chief  of  Stanislaus 
Consolidated Fire District 
after its creation, and an Of-
fice of  Emergency Services 
Coordinator.

“Chief  Richards built re-
lationships with trust and 
respect to all the fire agencies 
in Stanislaus County,” said 
Michael Wilkinson, retired 
Fire Warden. “He led by ex-
ample and made everyone 
feel like they were impor-
tant, they mattered and they 
were one of  his best friends. 
He was truthful and always 
treated everyone with respect 
and dignity even when you 
needed to adjust and correct 
your behavior or actions.

“Chief  Richards was a 
role model as a firefighter 
and a man,” Wilkinson said.
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COMMUNITY
Jessica’s House has 
raised enough money 
to fully fund their future 
facility in Turlock. 
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Just over a month after 
restaurateurs in Turlock got 
the go-ahead to reopen their 
indoor dining operations, 
orders from Gov. Gavin 
Newsom on Wednesday 
shut them back down — and 
they’re feeling the pain.

Stanislaus County was 
included in a list of  juris-
dictions that Newsom said 
would need to halt opera-
tions at a host of  businesses 
this week, including indoor 
dining, family entertain-
ment centers, bars and other 
sectors — all establishments 
which promote the mix-
ing of  populations beyond 
households and makes so-
cial distancing and/or wear-
ing face coverings difficult.

The orders come as coro-
navirus cases spike locally 
and are expected to last a 
minimum of  three weeks.

Leroy Walker, part owner 
of  downtown Turlock res-
taurants Bistro 234 and First 
& Main, chose not to keep 
the dining establishments 
open during the first shut-
down, which began in mid-
March and ended toward the 
end of  May. The choice was 
a tough one, but Walker felt 
that his restaurants weren’t 
prepared to handle an on-
slaught of  curbside and to-
go orders at that time.

Between the two busi-
nesses, Walker said between 
$15,000 to $20,000 worth of  
perishable food was lost due 
to the shutdown. Still, they 
were able to reopen once in-
door dining was allowed to 
resume in May. While the 
loss caused by this week’s 
second shutdown will be 
much more manageable, 
it’s still not the news Walker 
had hoped for.

“In the back of  my mind 
I had a sneaking feeling that 
something would happen, 
so we kept our inventory 
down and made our menus 
smaller,” he said.

Both restaurants origi-
nally enjoyed a steady rise 
in customers after reopen-
ing, but when the statewide 
mask mandate went into 
effect June 19, Walker no-
ticed a significant decrease 
in patrons. While the estab-
lishments are adapting to 
the COVID-19 era, the true 

impact of  indoor restrictions 
won’t be known immediate-
ly. Still, both restaurants are 
currently offering outdoor 
dining, to-go options and 
curbside pickup. A more 
robust to-go menu in the 
works, Walker said, that will 
hopefully bring some of  the 
restaurants’ ambiance into 
the community’s homes.

“There was still obviously 
fear among staff  when we 
reopened, but we’re learning 
how to adapt and navigate 
to try and protect everyone 
as best as possible, both 
our clients and employees,” 
Walker said. “Businesswise, 
at some point in time we 
have to figure out how to 
navigate this.”

Walker was granted tem-
porary outdoor operations 
permits from the City of  
Turlock for both Bistro 234 
and First & Main to expand 
current seating, which will 
come in handy since out-
door dining is still allowed. 
He estimates that the per-
mits will allow him to seat 
an additional 20 to 25 seats 
at each restaurant, helping 
to ease the impact of  losing 
indoor seating.

In addition to the cost of  
the temporary permit, Walk-
er will have to purchase ad-
ditional seats, umbrellas and 
red rope to provide more 
outdoor dining space.

“As long as it’s in front of  
my building, I can utilize all 
that space. That’s my under-
standing of  it,” Walker said. 
“It’s a minor investment to 
keep my business open.”

According to City Man-
ager Toby Wells, two other 
restaurants have also ap-
plied for outdoor permits, 
Shrimpy’s and Latif ’s by Pe-
dretti. Other businesses who 
already have plenty of  out-
door seating will continue 
to operate, like La Mo and 
Loza Wine & Crepes. Dust 
Bowl closed on Wednesday, 
but will reopen its Fulkerth 
taproom next week with 
outdoor dining options, they 
announced on Facebook.

Wells added that commu-
nity members have come to 
him with the idea of  clos-
ing down streets to allow for 
even more outdoor seating, 
as some other cities have 

Business owners reeling 
as COVID restrictions return

BY SABRA STAFFORD
Turlock Journal

The rising number of  
coronavirus cases in Stan-
islaus County has prompt-
ed a closure of  a variety of  
businesses this week and 
is straining the area’s hos-
pital’s ability to care for a 
growing number of  CO-
VID-19 patients.

Stanislaus County has 
seen 2,531 cases of  COV-
ID-19, with 436 presumed 

active and 44 deaths, ac-
cording to the Stanislaus 
County Health Services 
Agency. In the last 24 
hours, the county record-
ed 140 new cases. 

Just under half  of  the 
current cases are in the 
hospital, according to the 
SCHSA. Ninety-eight 
confirmed and 63 sus-
pected cases are in regular 
hospital beds and 48 are in 
ICU beds. 

“There is no question 
that we have had an in-
creased number of  cases 
here in Stanislaus Coun-
ty,” said Stanislaus Coun-
ty Chief  Executive Officer 
Jody Hayes. “It’s very sim-
ilar to what’s happening 
within the state of  Califor-
nia, but we also need to be 
honest and recognize that 
we have had a significant 
increase in the number of  
COVID patients in hospi-

tals and as well as positive 
cases in our community.

“Four weeks ago, if  I 
would’ve been doing this 
video, I believe we had 
26 people in local hos-
pitals that were COVID 
positive,” Hayes said in a 
Facebook video from Stan 
Emergency. “A week later 
it was 49. Last week we 
were up to 85 and as I talk 
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Six years ago, a split-sec-
ond mistake on the sands of  
Oceano Dunes forever al-
tered the life of  Joseph Bello 
when the then 17-year old 
was left paralyzed from an 
ATV accident while on vaca-
tion. The incident left Bello 
in a self-described fog as he 
was forced to face the reality 
of  life as a quadriplegic.

Now, after years of  re-
habilitation and reflection, 
Bello has emerged from the 
mist with a mission to help 
others with spinal cord inju-
ries through education and 
community service – a mis-
sion that is a step closer to 

realization thanks to a recent 
$15,000 scholarship award 
from the Donald A. Strauss 
Scholarship Foundation.

“I’m partnering with a 
non-profit that exists in the 
Bay Area, the SCI Active 
Network. They’re a great 
non-profit, they do a lot 
of  great things in the Bay 
Area, but what I’m specifi-
cally partnering with is their 
Share-A-Chair program,” 
Bello said. “They accept 
donated wheelchairs from 
existing users and they refur-
bish them to make them new 
and very functional. They 
loan them out to people to al-

Hospitals feel the rush of COVID-19 cases

Former Hilmar standout awarded 
community service scholarship

Firefighters bid farewell to influencial chief
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Six years removed from his paralyzing accident, Joseph 
Bello is helping other with spinal cord injuries by 
working to expand the existing Share-A-Chair program.
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Downtown restaurant First & Main is just one of several 
businesses that has applied for an outdoor dining permit, 
allowing more space for customers as indoor dining is 
restricted once again. 
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Firefighters from around the region came to Turlock on Friday to pay their respects to 
Chief Russ Richards, a prominent figure in Stanislaus County’s fire services. 
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