
decision an obvious but 
“unhappy” one.

When fully operational, 
Morton’s boasts two geo-
thermal mineral pools and 
a wading pool, geothermal 
showers and changing 
rooms, a café, creekside 
picnic and barbecue sites, 
access to Sonoma Creek, 
ping pong and lawn games.

The couple is proud of  
the changes they have 
instituted since taking 
over. They opened a small 
organic restaurant on the 
property and improved the 
operation of the geothermal 
pools so they are cleaner 
and warmer, using a mini-
mum amount of chlorine.

The couple plans to 
spend the coming months 

tackling a long list of  
deferred maintenance 
projects – “luckily, we’re 
all handy and super-DIY,” 
said Hobbs – and meeting 
with neighbors and the 
county to talk about the 
resort’s beginnings as a 
sacred springs, its golden 
years and what it can be in 
the future.

“We think a lot about 
what it means to be stew-
ards of  this historic and 
special place,” said Hobbs. 
“We want the community 
to be able to get together 
in a natural setting and 
spend the day enjoying 
warm springs for a reason-
able price.” Hobbs point-
ed out that while public 
hot springs were once a 

common offering around 
Sonoma and Napa coun-
ties, currently there are 
no options like Morton’s 
within 50 miles.

Morton’s Warm Springs 
is planned to reopen May 
2, 2021.

Contact Lorna at lorna.
sheridan@sonomanews.
com.

Morton’s Continued from A6
Stephen Compagni Ports of 
Sonoma purchased Morton’s 
Warm Springs in 2013 for 
$1.5 million from Santa 
Barbara developer Bernard 
MacElhenny.
Laurie Hobbs, Sean Wad-
sworth and their group 
bought the pool complex in 
2016 for $2 million.

CHANGING HANDS

down to business.
“Ten years into this, it isn’t exactly my 

first rodeo,” said Bundschu, having seen 
sound checks and rehearsals for some “in-
credible” artists. “But I was in awe, trying 
to hold it together. These guys are pros.”

Bundschu said he was perhaps most 
impressed by the appreciative demeanor 
of  one of  the most commercially success-
ful bands of  all time.

“Because of  COVID, they all hadn’t seen 
each other in months, and they were so 
happy to be together, so authentic, doing 
what they do best,” he said.

The secret concert
For Monday’s concert filming, the 

band threw themselves into their set 
despite playing almost silently. The 
drums weren’t mic’ed and the band wore 
in-ear fractal monitors that allowed the 
musicians and recording engineers audio 
access to the full sound, without any 
outward projection.

Five cameras circled the set on tracks 
and the band played with their backs to 
the sun as it set over Sonoma Valley, to 
mimic the actual time the movie will play 
at the drive-ins. They ended in darkness.

In interviews since leaving Sonoma, 
reporters have tried to learn more about 
the secret concert. Drummer Lars Ull-
rich told Scott Munro of  Metal Hammer 
magazine, “I’m not going to give anything 
away other than to say it was super fun. 
We played, we rocked, we got our groove 

back on. It’s been a great couple of  
weeks.”

In a CNN interview earlier this week, 
Ulrich described the drive-in concert – 
their first live performance together in a 
year – as a creative way to connect with 
fans, “an experiment.”

As for Jeff Bundschu, as he and Liz 
quietly watched the band perform its se-
cret concert, he said he shook his head in 
disbelief  that they had helped Metallica 
to pull this off.

“It really hit me then that this incred-
ible band, with all its history, integrity 
and scale, was playing its great music 
right here, on our little knoll, in Sono-
ma.”

Contact Lorna at lorna.sheridan@sono-
manews.com.

Metallica Continued from A5

It wasn’t a dream. Jeff Bundschu stumbled 
across a guitar pick left by James Hetfield 
after the band packed up and left the Gun 
Bun property. 

To subscribe to the Sonoma Index-Tribune,  
call 938-2215

THE SONOMA INDEX-TRIBUNE • FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2020 A7

CO-HOSTS: UNDERWRITER:

Join the North Bay Business Journal
as we honor the 2020 ranking

of the North Bay’s Best Places to Work!

WED., SEPTEMBER 23rd

4:00 TO 5:30 PM
The 15th Annual

VIRTUAL
EVENT

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

NBBJ.NEWS/BPTW20
FREE TO THE PUBLIC

REGISTER ONLINE

AWARDS CELEBRATION

MEET THE PEOPLE 
BEHIND YOUR NEWS

Lorna Sheridan joined the Index-Tribune as 

an education columnist in 2010 and as a 

full-time staffer in 2015. She is the paper’s 

business editor and oversees its arts and 

entertainment coverage, as well as being a 

staff writer for general news.

Lorna has covered everything from high-

profile local criminal investigations to the 

devastating October 2017 fires. Nearest 

and dearest to her heart, however, is her 

coverage of the Sonoma Valley schools, 

and she spends as much time as possible 

visiting the local school campuses, looking 

for story ideas.

Lorna’s efforts this year earned her and 

the I-T multiple honors in the California 

Newspaper Publishers Association 

annual awards –including top prizes for 

coverage of business, housing and art and 

entertainment. She looks forward to another 

year writing about all the Sonoma Valley 

news that’s fit to print.

Lorna Sheridan
Managing Editor


