
HAPPY CAMP – In the
midst of the Slater Fire evacua-
tion in Happy Camp Tuesday,
Siskiyou County Sheriff’s
deputies arrested a man accused

of firing a
handgun dur-
ing a dispute
about reck-
less driving.

J a m e s
Ryan Tivis,
36 of Happy
Camp, was
arrested on
Lower Air-
port Road for

attempted murder, felon in pos-
session of a firearm and felon
in possession of ammunition. 

The victim received a minor
injury to his arm as a result of
the shooting, the SCSO said.

A handgun, holster, and am-
munition were seized as evi-
dence, SCSO said. Tivis was
booked into the Siskiyou
County Jail.

Those with information
about the incident should call
the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s
Office Dispatch Center at (530)
841-2900.
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By Bill Choy
YREKA – Days after opening for in-

person learning, two Yreka Union School
District staff members have tested positive
for COVID-19, the district announced
Thursday. They were asymptomatic, said
superintendent Chris Harris, and their
names will not be released.

To be safe, Evergreen Elementary and
Jackson Street School will transition back
to distance learning for two weeks
beginning Friday.

“It affects the whole district,” said
Harris, who is working closely with the
Siskiyou County Department of Health
and the Siskiyou County Department of

Education to determine who else could
have potentiality been exposed. Harris said
that staff will be tested for COVID-19.

The tentative plan is to continue
distance learning until Sept. 25, and then
hopefully resume in-person school the
following week, although things remain
fluid and could change depending on

circumstance.
The schools began the year two weeks

ago with distance learning and had just
gone back to in-school learning – with
numerous safety precautions in place – this
week.

Two Yreka school staff members test positive for COVID-19
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James Tivis

Man arrested
for attempted
murder while
Happy Camp
was burning

By Skye Kinkade
HAPPY CAMP – As an unusually strong summer wind

whipped the Slater Fire into a frenzy Tuesday afternoon, Rod Allec
of Happy Camp remembers stepping into his dining room and clos-
ing the sliding glass door behind him.

“It was totally calm and completely quiet and it felt safe. I just
wanted stay there,” he said.

But when he turned around and opened the door, “it was like
Armageddon,” said Rod, 53. “You could hear this low roar from
the fire. The wind was howling and stuff was flying through the
air.”

Minutes later, Rod was told he had to leave. He packed up his
family – including his son, his son’s girlfriend, their 4 month-old
baby and his own two adopted children, ages 6 and 9, and drove
through flames to escape his Indian Meadows property.

Rod’s home was one of 150 destroyed by the Slater Fire on
Sept. 8. His wife, MaraLei and his 23 year-old daughter, BaiLei,
were in Yreka that morning at a doctor’s appointment and received
the CodeRed alert about an evacuation warning.

They raced home as quickly as they could to help Rod evacuate,
BaiLei envisioning every room in their house and planning what
she would grab. But the house burned down before they made it.

The Allecs are now staying at the Hi-Lo Motel in Weed, where
the American Red Cross assisted them in finding temporary hous-
ing.

The morning of Sept. 8 started out like any other for Debra
Johnson of Happy Camp. The 65 year-old, who is raising five
grandchildren, got up, made breakfast and got the four younger
kids off to school. The oldest started with his distance learning rou-
tine, and Debra sat down to peruse Facebook.

That’s where Debra saw alerts about the Slater Fire, which had
started overnight and was beginning to threaten Happy Camp,
where she’s lived for eight years.

To prepare for possible evacuation, Debra began packing a few
things. When it was time to collect her grandchildren from Happy
Camp Elementary School, something prompted her bring her
grandson and two dogs along.

Escaping from the
Slater Fire: ‘It was
like Armageddon’ 

A scene from the aftermath of the Slater Fire, which tore through the community of Happy
Camp on Sept. 8. The cause of the fire, which began overnight on Sept. 7 near Slater Butte,
is still under investigation as of Monday. It destroyed an estimated 150 homes and left two
people dead, according to the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office. On Monday, the evacuation
order was reduced to a warning, allowing some residents to return to their homes to assess
the damage. For the very latest information about the fire that’s constantly updated, visit
siskiyoudaily.com.   PHOTO BY RYAN WORKMAN/RYAN WORKMAN PHOTOGRAPHY

HAPPY CAMP REELS FROM LOSSES
A WEEK AFTER SLATER FIRE

Rod Allec of Happy
Camp hugs his
daughter, AvaLynn,
in front of their
temporary home at
the Hi-Lo Motel in
Weed last week.
The Allecs, a family
of 8, were forced to
flee from their
Indian Meadows
home on the
afternoon of Sept.
8 in the wake of the
Slater Fire. Their
home was one of
150 lost in the
blaze.
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Happy Camp residents
who lost it all find 
temporary shelter in Weed

By Skye Kinkade
SISKIYOU COUNTY –

We all know to stay safely
indoors during a lightning
storm. If there is an earth-
quake, we’ve been told to
brace ourselves in a sturdy
doorway. But what do you if
you begin to smell smoke
and find yourself in the path
of a wildfire?

It’s a terrifying question
that has become more im-
portant to consider in the
past years, since wildfires
have been so destructive in
Northern California. The
2018 Camp and Carr fires,
for example, claimed dozens
of lives as they tore through
communities faster than
people could outrun them.

The best thing to do if
there is a wildfire moving in
your direction? Evacuate,
said Siskiyou County Sher-
iff Jon Lopey. 

“You need to have the mind-
set, ‘what would I do if a fire
swept through my community?’
You need to be ready for that,”
He said.

Lopey urged Siskiyou
County residents to sign up for

CodeRed alerts, which keep the
public informed of any emer-
gencies via phone calls, phone
alerts, or text messages. How-
ever, he also acknowledged that
wildfires can move at surprising
speeds. If you see smoke and/or
flame, you need to assume it is

not safe to stay in your
home. 

Stay calm, Lopey urged,
but get out immediately. If
you are unable to escape in a
vehicle or on foot, call law
enforcement and let them
know your situation.

Last-ditch survival efforts

If you find yourself in the
path of a wildfire and find
yourself trapped, there are
some last-ditch efforts that
may be life saving, said Tim
MacWelch, a survival expert
and the New York Times
bestselling author of “Pre-
pare for Anything.”

One of the most impor-
tant things to consider is
which way the wind is
blowing. Determine the
wind direction and then
choose a route that’s up-
wind for the best chance of
escaping a fire, MacWelch

said.
Fire moves faster uphill due

to updrafts; the most dangerous
places to be are uphill from the
fire and downwind from the
flames.

When it’s too late to evacuate, 
experts explain how to survive a wildfire
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Tim MacWelch, author of “Prepare for
Anything” and other survival books,
gives tips on how to survive a wildfire
if it’s too late to evacuate.
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By Bill Choy
YREKA – The City of Yreka

is hoping to pursue a grant to
build a new pool on Foothill
Drive. The current pool, Ringe,
has sat unused for three years be-
cause the city can’t afford repairs
necessary to make it functional.

The topic will be discussed at
Thursday’s city council meeting. 

In the summer of 2017, a large
crack was discovered at the bot-
tom of  Ringe Pool, which had
been built in 1962 and is located
on Knapp Street next to Ringe
Field. 

Yreka may
pursue
grant to
get new
pool
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