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A reminder that we  
are all God’s children

It bears repeating that we 
are admonished in scripture 
to see all humans as created in 
God’s likeness. Meaning: God 
is somehow mysteriously con-
nected with His children. There-
fore, hating others, name calling, 
and vilifying are not simply acts 
against other humans they are 
also against God.

God has sent his son to save 
them, not just US. God has 
called us to be his ambassa-
dors of reconciliation. Our tools: 
LOVE, kindness, understanding, 
bridgebuilding, generosity, hos-
pitality, and presence.

As ambassadors, we are also 
called to stand along side and 
represent. The folks who come 
to the Jesus Center looking for 
a path to wholeness, need us to 
walk alongside them, to cheer 
them on, to remind them that 
they are God’s beloved children. 
These actions counteract the 
cruelty that they hear day in and 
day out that they are worthless.

One of the most difficult yet 
beautiful works we do is the rec-
onciliation of mothers and chil-
dren. Many women come to 
us having lost custody or lost 
touch with children. In collab-
oration with our colleagues at 
the county, we work to help 
them ready themselves and their 
homes to reunify with those lost 
children. It is a hard path: so 
many barriers and challenges 
to overcome. And yet, with a lot 

of support, we see families re-
united. This is God’s heart: to 
bring peace in broken places.

— Laura Cootsona, Chico

Thanks to departing  
city council members

I would very much like to ex-
press my gratitude for the de-
parting city council members, 
Ann Schwab, Karl Ory and Ran-
dall Stone. Thank you for your 
many years of intensive and 
thoughtful attention to issues 
big and small that make our city 
feel humane and inclusive for 
its residents. Your kind hearts, 
thoughtful intelligence and un-
wavering commitment to stew-
ardship is very much appreci-
ated by so many of us. A big rea-
son why Chicoans love Chico!

On another note, I am dis-
mayed by the action of the new 
city council (with two counsel-
ors opposed) to criminalize the 
homeless population. Again! 
This was a failure before and 
will be again. How does this 
in any way help these citizens 
find a home? All of us have the 
need to be with others for sup-
port and camaraderie, safety 
and friendship. Our inability so 
far, to create more safe spaces 
for these folks to shelter is dis-
heartening and difficult I know.

But, while we may not like 
people camping in the parks, 
where do we think they will go? 
Into the neighborhoods?

— Leslie Mahon-Russo, Chico

Senate’s inhumane 
treatment of American lives

Corporate liability versus 
workers’ survival — really? This 
is the issue that the US Senate 
cannot resolve? Holding work-
ers’ “stimulus” — while the pan-
demic continues to threaten ev-
erybody and every production 
— hostage, is not only inhu-
mane, but it is counter produc-
tive. Productive being the oper-
ative word in terms of corpora-
tions. It was production at the 
hands of workers which made 
America great. Now, just what 
is America actually producing 
here? How can our so-called 
representatives in this so-called 
democracy be so arrogant as to 
allow their constituents, their 
workforce to act out the need to 
shoplift diapers, baby formula, 
ground beef, bread, milk?

And locally, how can com-
fortable city councilors and sup-
porters be equally so arrogant 
as to put institutional struc-
tures, “clean and safe” parks 
and city streets — scapegoats 
for public sensitivities — in pri-
ority to people trying to survive 
without a roof, in the winter, 
during a pandemic of purple 
proportions, and literally no-
where else to go in this town? 
If the city cannot find a way to 
provide acceptable shelter, then 
the urban forest — mother na-
ture — should be monitored in-
telligently and humanely to al-
low for its inherent hospitality.

— Cathy Webster, Chico

Your opinions

When the Electoral College put the seal 
of approval on Joe Biden’s president-elect 
status Monday — a status that should have 
been apparent to everyone six weeks ago — 
it put the final nail in the coffin of Donald 
Trump’s attempts to overturn the will of the 
American people.

Trump, of course, doesn’t 
see it that way. Just as the first 
Electoral College votes were 
being cast Monday, he sent 
out a tweet that included the 
words “massive fraud.” Again.

“Fraud?” He’s now lost 59 
election-related court cases 
— including many that were 
heard by judges he appointed. 
None of those judges found 
any evidence of fraud, regard-
less of how hyped the alleged 
“fraud” was before the case 
was heard.

These actions are shameful 
and unprecedented in Ameri-
can history. So, too, are the ac-
tions of so many members of 
his party in not only ignoring 
the obvious, but in thumbing 
their nose at the will of Ameri-
can voters.

Our own District 1 represen-
tative, Doug LaMalfa, is in the 
middle of it, rightfully giving 
further ammunition to those 
who criticize him for rubber-
stamping Trump’s every wish, 
or never standing up to Trump 
when he’s clearly in the wrong.

And boy, is there a lot of 
“wrong” to go around about 
this.

First, the fact that the out-
come of this election caught 
anyone by surprise is stunning. 
If you read any pre-election an-
alytical stories, chances are 
they included a line like this:

“By the end of Tuesday, Nov. 
3, it may appear that President 
Trump is on his way to re-elec-
tion. But it’s likely that lead will 
disappear as mail-in ballots — 
especially those tabulated in 
big cities in key battleground 
states — are counted in the 
hours and days to come.”

In other words, the election 
went exactly as most people 
predicted.

Trump, though, acts oblivi-
ous to this. To this day, when he 
says he was “winning all these 
states big” only to see the elec-
tion “stolen” because of “fraud,” 
he actually pretends to believe 
it — and continues with his 
charade that he’s somehow go-
ing to prevail, while raking in 
tens of millions of donated dol-
lars every week for a campaign 
that was finished Nov. 3.

The worst example of this 
fraudulent — yes, fraudulent — 
behavior was the amicus brief 
from Texas challenging the re-
sults in Pennsylvania, Michi-
gan, Wisconsin and Georgia, a 
brief LaMalfa supported.

The irony here is too rich 
to believe. Republicans — 
the party always so strongly 
against judges who “legis-
late from the bench” — asking 
judges to throw out the votes of 
tens of millions of people and 
switch the selection of electors 
to states’ legislators?

Among the claims in the law-
suit were that Pennsylvania’s 
courts changed voting practices 
without legislative action. You 
know who else did that? Texas. 
Of course, Texas’ attorney gen-
eral didn’t bring that up in the 
lawsuit.

Such behavior isn’t a surprise 
from Trump, who has turned 
this never-ending charade into 
his campaign’s personal cash 
register. And LaMalfa is com-
plicit in this, as he’s still sup-
porting Trump’s efforts.

LaMalfa’s interview with 
Chris Cuomo on CNN was 
painful to watch. He answered 
a “what evidence have you 
seen?” question by saying he 
didn’t personally see people 
land on the moon either — a 
comment that deservedly got a 
lot of national attention. When 
repeatedly asked by Cuomo 
what proof he had seen, La-
Malfa admitted he hadn’t seen 
anything first hand beyond 
some media reports.

“I have to trust the people 
that are doing the investigating 
. . and trust that there is some-
thing there,” he told Cuomo. 
Trust who? People like Sid-
ney Powell and Rudy Giuiliani, 
whose once-stellar reputation 
figures to be forever tarnished 
by his role in this?

Most concerning, LaMalfa 
said he’d accept Biden as pres-
ident when his “hand is on the 
Bible” but until Jan. 20, “it may 
not be over.”

“May not be over?” It is over. 
Let’s stop pretending other-
wise.

We know the elections 
weren’t perfect. We had proof 
of that here in Chico, where an 
uncounted, sealed ballot box 
turned up a month after the 
vote had been certified. There 
are examples of similar er-
rors all across the country. Yes, 
those are cause for alarm; yes, 
they should be studied and cor-
rected; and no, they were never 
on a scale big enough to over-
turn the results of this election. 
Not even close.

The fact LaMalfa joined 
forces with Trump on this 
leaves his judgment in seri-
ous doubt. We endorsed Audrey 
Denney two years ago and went 
“pick ’em” this time; knowing 
what we know now, we never 
would have made that call.

Joe Biden has been chosen 
by electors in the Electoral Col-
lege as the 46th president of the 
United States. It is official. Now, 
more than ever, nothing is go-
ing to change that.

It’s time everyone from 
Trump, to LaMalfa, to their 
supporters realize that, and 
stop their shameful attempts 
at thwarting the will of the 
American people.

Editorial

LaMalfa complicit 
in attempts to 
overturn election

For years, Gavin Newsom 
had a Midas touch. He legalized 
same-sex marriage in San Fran-

cisco, and later 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court put a stamp 
of approval on 
the controversial 
move. He commit-
ted a sort of sacri-
lege by contesting 
the 2010 primary 
election against 

the almost sainted (among Cali-
fornia Democrats) Jerry Brown, 
then settled for lieutenant gover-
nor and went on to become gov-
ernor in 2018. And more.

Things look different for New-
som today, after 10 months of 
the coronavirus pandemic, his 
continued failure to act against 
big utilities while they keep caus-
ing wildfires and the elevation of 
his old friend Kamala Harris to 
America’s vice president-elect.

Whatever choices he makes 
now seem to cause him trou-
ble. Start with his conducting 
almost daily televised updates 
on COVID-19, which leaves him 
woefully overexposed. Rather 
than stepping in with comfort-
ing words and occasional ac-
tions to ease the crisis for Cali-
fornians, Newsom has come to 
be regarded by many as a sort 
of prison warden or spokesman 
for the disease, which has so far 
killed about 20,000 Californians 
and closed myriad businesses.

California voters have a long 
habit of dumping overexposed 
politicians, a threat Newsom 
faces today, due for reelection in 
less than two years and facing a 
recall movement that claims to 
have collected more than half the 
1.495 million signatures needed 
to force a special election.

Among the overexposed, 
Brown served two terms as gov-

ernor in the 1970s, then was 
beaten for the Senate in 1980. 
Once his father Pat Brown had 
served two terms, Republican 
Ronald Reagan retired him in 
1966, long before governors had 
term limits.

Now Newsom must make ap-
pointments to at least two ma-
jor offices, and possibly as many 
as four within the next month. 
He’s under pressure from ethnic 
groups of all types in this day of 
identity politics. Latino groups 
claim he must appoint one of 
them to the U.S. Senate seat Har-
ris will vacate. If he anoints Cal-
ifornia’s Latino secretary of state 
Alex Padilla, he’ll be vilified by 
groups saying a black woman 
has to get the job.

These people don’t mention 
naming the best possible sena-
tor or one with a shot of winning 
election on their own; only of 
naming people with particular 
ethnicities and skin colors. New-
som also must appoint a replace-
ment for Xavier Becerra as state 
attorney general once Becerra 
becomes President-elect Joe 
Biden’s secretary of Health and 
Human Services. And if New-
som makes a senator of his 
friend and early supporter Pa-
dilla, he’ll have to name a new 
secretary of state. There’s also 
the real possibility Califor-
nia’s other U.S. senator, Dianne 
Feinstein, will retire at 87, and 
also need replacing.

Whatever Newsom does, he’ll 
make many people unhappy.

But it would be poor form 
for Newsom to resign suddenly 
as governor, letting Lt. Gov. 
Elena Kounalakis replace him 
and then put him in the Senate. 
Folks who pull that maneuver 
rarely win later on their own.

Then there are Newsom’s 
own missteps. No governor 

could look much worse than 
Newsom did when he joined 
high-priced lobbyist friends last 
fall in a soiree at Napa Coun-
ty’s Michelin-starred, hyper-ex-
pensive French Laundry restau-
rant. After warning Californians 
not to eat indoors at restau-
rants or to participate in gath-
erings of more than 10, Newsom 
was caught with a party of 12 in 
a space that could barely be con-
sidered outdoors.

This slimed him with the 
hypocrite label no politician 
wants. But Newsom still can re-
deem himself with voters. He 
apologized for the French Laun-
dry embarrassment, just as he 
earlier did for a years-ago af-
fair with his former best friend’s 
wife. He’s certainly no saint, 
but that has not yet hurt him 
at the polls. He also has time 
to clean up the many problems 
and scandals at the state’s un-
employment department.

Meanwhile, it’s possible a 
recall (if it happens) and his 
quick French Laundry apology 
can leave him stronger than 
before. For one thing, a re-
call election in 2021 would put 
Newsom into campaign mode 
early and likely get many voters 
accustomed to backing him.

So it’s premature, at the very 
least, to dismiss Newsom as 
doomed because of his mis-
takes and the dicey choices he 
faces.

Email Thomas Elias at 
tdelias@aol.com. His book, 
“The Burzynski Breakthrough, 
The Most Promising 
Cancer Treatment and the 
Government’s Campaign to 
Squelch It” is now available in 
a soft cover fourth edition. For 
more Elias columns, visit www.
californiafocus.net
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