
 The guy at the paint counter 
said the store is slammed with 
people “doing projects.”
 Of course, I wouldn’t have 
heard that if I wasn’t getting ma-
terial for our own little project. 
Our presence had very little to do 
with this being a chance to actu-
ally see real-live people. Honest.
 I’m one of the fortunate ones. I 
have a job deemed essential (send 
jokes here), and it is one that has 
kept me moderately busy since 
the arrival of the coronavirus and 
attendant Safer At Home, Social 
Distancing, Cancel Everything 
rules.
 I’ve even got a letter saying 
I’m allowed to be out and about 
when necessary. And I have my 
nonprofi ts to check on.
 That’s not the case for Maria. 
As I’ve said here before, her pri-
mary job is being a grandmother  
— and she’s a darned good one. 

But you can only do so much 
Facetime, especially when some 
of the grandkids are toddlers.
 So when she said Saturday that 
she really wished we could go 
somewhere and do something, I 
knew she was asking me to come 
up with a solution.
 I have to admit, my solution 
was brilliant. We’d do a project 
— and it would be something 
she’s been after me to do for at 
least fi ve years.
 It’s this plywood tableau with 
penguins playing that’s supposed 
to be a Christmas yard decora-
tion. The fi nished product looks 
pretty cool, but it clearly takes a 
lot of work and I had been avoid-
ing it.
 The one thing the stay home 
rule has provided is plenty of 
time. And you should have seen 
Maria’s eyes light up when I said 
“let’s do it.”
 She dug up the plans and we 
went through the materials list. 
Paints could be, and were, or-
dered online. Maria even sourced 
something called transfer paper 
and ordered that online as well.
 But the plywood was a differ-
ent matter. It wasn’t a big enough 

order for the store to consider de-
livery.
 That makes it an essential trip, 
right? Right.
 When we got to the store — 
okay, the Home Depot — there 
was a line outside. Everyone was 
standing on a mark, six feet apart, 
and about half had face masks on. 
They were  letting fi ve shoppers 
at a time inside.
 We managed to stretch our visit 
to almost 30 minutes by wander-
ing around, looking for the per-
fect what-cha-ma-call-it. After a 
second trip in to buy rope (ply-
wood sheet wouldn’t fi t inside the 
Jeep), we headed home.
 Maria happily cut the patterns 
out while I checked email. Then 
we went to the garage and traced 
the shapes onto the plywood. I got 
to break out my jigsaw, change 
blades and made a lot of noise for 
the next 90 minutes. Meanwhile, 
Maria tried to match paints with 
the paint-by-number guide.
 I still have the biggest piece of 
all to cut out, and the amount of 
painting is staggering. But that’s 
exactly what we were looking 
for — there’s at least two more 
weekends of work on this thing, 
maybe three.
 Stay at home order? Not a 
problem at the Saltzgaver house.
 At least until we get bored/tired 
of painting plywood.

Editor’s Note: This is a joint 
statement from the Long Beach 
Water Department, the Water Re-
plenishment District and the Met-
ropolitan Water District.
 As we all do our part to keep 
ourselves and each other safe and 
healthy during the novel corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic, it’s 
important that our Long Beach 
Water customers have the latest 
information on their water qual-
ity and how we can all help avoid 
potential impacts to the sewer 
system.
Your Tap Water Remains Safe and 
Reliable
 Frequent hydration is one of 
the best things that you can do 
to stay healthy. We want to make 
clear that the COVID-19 virus 
does not affect the quality or sup-
ply of your home’s tap water. As 
always, your drinking water is 
safe and reliable.
 Long Beach’s tap water comes 
from two sources: primarily 
groundwater pumped from our 
local underground basin, which 
is then treated at our Groundwa-
ter Treatment Plant. This local 
supply is then augmented with 
imported water, which consists 
of water through the State Water 
Project from Northern California 
and Colorado River water deliv-
ered from the Colorado River Aq-
ueduct.
 To ensure the reliability of our 
water supply, Long Beach Water 
works with our two partnering 
agencies: the Water Replenish-
ment District of Southern Cali-
fornia, which manages the replen-
ishment of the local groundwater 
basin, and the Metropolitan Wa-
ter District of Southern Califor-
nia, which manages the region’s 
imported water supply.

A Local Partnership: How We Pro-
tect Your Water
 Metropolitan Water District’s 
imported water supply goes 
through a multi-step treatment 
process that includes fi ltration 
and disinfection using ozone and 
chlorine. This advanced process 
removes and kills viruses, includ-
ing coronaviruses, as well as bac-
teria and other pathogens, before 
being pipelined to Long Beach.
 The Water Replenishment Dis-
trict operates a Safe Drinking 
Water Program to support its ba-
sin water agencies, such as Long 
Beach Water, in these agencies 
provision of groundwater to each 
of their communities. In addition, 
the Water Replenishment District 
operates treatment facilities such 
as its new Albert Robles Center, 
which produces 13 million gal-
lons a day of highly purifi ed wa-
ter.
 Likewise, Long Beach Water’s 
groundwater undergoes a multi-
stage treatment process at our 
Long Beach Groundwater Treat-
ment Plant to eliminate patho-
gens, which includes viruses. 
Your water is continually moni-
tored and laboratory tested to en-
sure your health and safety.
 This entire process from source 
water protection to treatment of 
water ensures that your tap water 
meets or exceeds all federal and 
state drinking water standards. 
Long Beach Water is follow-
ing all health and water quality 
guidelines relating to COVID-19 

and will continue to maintain all 
compliance practices if new regu-
lations are developed.
Flush Responsibly: No Wipes 
Down the Pipes
 As people become more con-
scious of cleanliness during this 
time, the use of baby wipes, 
paper towels, and disinfecting 
wipes has increased. With this 
being the case, it’s important to 
remember that no wipes or paper 
materials, except toilet paper, are 
truly fl ushable.
 Please do your part in prevent-
ing blockages and other negative 
impacts on both your own sewer 
pipeline and the city’s sewer sys-
tem: put wipes (including those 
labelled “fl ushable”) and other 
similar products in the trash, 
not the toilet. This will help you 
avoid costly sewer repairs for 
your home and protect the overall 
sewer system.
 Together, we can ensure our 
community continues receiving 
uninterrupted water and sewer 
services.
 For the latest updates on CO-
VID-19 in Long Beach, be sure 
to visit www.longbeach.gov/CO
VID19. For more information, 
follow Long Beach Water on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 
and visit us at www.lbwater.org.
 Visit Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict’s pages at www.mwdh2o.
com and www.bewaterwise.com.
 Visit Water Replenishment 
District’s website at www.wrd.
org.

April 9, 2020 GRUNION GAZETTE2A

A n o t h e rn o t h e rn o t h e rn o t h e r
View

 There should be a recount of 
the ballots cast last month on 
Long Beach’s Measure A sales 
tax extension.
 As I write this, the Los Angeles 
County Clerk and Registrar’s of-
fi ce and the Long Beach Reform 
Coalition are fi ghting over the 
cost — whoever asks for a re-
count has to pay for it — which, 
according to LBRC director Ian 
Patton has skyrocketed to more 
than $11,000 a day — on the day 
before the recount was to begin.
 The story goes that the coun-
ty’s new voting system makes it 
much harder to separate out Long 
Beach ballots. How is that the 
responsibility of anyone but the 
county?
 Now before my friends at the 
Reform Coalition get too ex-
cited, I’d be calling for a recount 
no matter which side won in 
the original count. As it stands, 
though, the county has put the 
onus on them.
 In case you’ve been wrapped 
up in the coronavirus crisis, as 
we all have, let me remind you 
how we got here  More than three 
weeks after the March 3 primary 
election, Registrar Dean C. Lo-
gan fi nally certifi ed the election 
results on March 27, with Mea-
sure A passing by 16 votes.
 Sixteen votes. Out of 99,336 
ballots counted. 
 It is fair to say that is within the 
statistical percentage of error to 
swing either way. But the county 
has no provision for an automatic 
recount, no matter how close an 
election result.
 What really has the Long 
Beach Reform Coalition torqued 
is the fact that the county clerk’s 
election result updates — from 
the fi rst one late on March 3 to 
the next to last one March 24 
— had Measure A losing. The 
margin narrowed each update, 
until the next-to-last count had 
a difference of nine votes, but 
always with the No votes slightly 
ahead.
 Let me repeat. Nine votes.
 So we started asking around to 
fi nd out what it would take for a 
recount. After all, the county had 
used a new voting machine, had 
consolidated polling places into 
signifi cantly fewer voting cen-
ters, experienced long lines even 
as the polls closed, and had taken 
an inordinate amount of time to 
count the ballots.
 And while the count was able 
to separate the various Long 
Beach elections — three City 

Council races, two School Board 
contests and two ballot initiatives 
— going back and pulling those 
ballots to recount apparently is a 
near impossibility.
 When Long Beach runs an 
election, there is a provision in 
the City Charter requiring a city-
fi nanced recount if the results 
are within one percent of the 
total votes cast. To be fair, there 
is some uncertainty whether that 
provision would apply to ballot 
measures. But still.
 Long Beach often consolidates 
its elections with Los Angeles 
County when the elections take 
place the same day, as do a whole 
host of other cities and jurisdic-
tions, including the Long Beach 
Unifi ed School District and Long 
Beach Community College Dis-
trict. It’s supposed to be more ef-
fi cient and less confusing.
 But because the election is in 
the county’s jurisdiction, that 
means it is governed by the coun-
ty’s rules (there’s no provision 
for an automatic recount in state 
election law). And those rules 
say the only time the county is 
responsible for a recount is when 
the Registrar-Recorder (county 
clerk) has cause to believe the 
ballots were miscounted.
 Nah, the count was perfect, Mr. 
Logan implies. It you want a re-
count, you can pay for it.
 That’s just plain wrong. These 
rules must change. Only one 
problem there. It likely will take 
a ballot initiative to make the 
change, since the county shows 
no inclination to take on some-
thing that might mean paying for 
recounts, or much else.
 The county supervisors have 
ordered an investigation into the 
2020 primary, but that’s aimed at 
congestion at the voting centers 
and slowness of the count. Re-
form is unlikely there.
 So who’s going to step up and 
spend the time and money it 
takes to get this changed? Any-
one? I thought not.
 I have one other complaint, 
and this goes to those opposed 
to Measure A. The more strident 
amongst that crowd claim fraud, 
saying “no one I know” voted for 
Measure A.
 That dismisses half of the 
voters in Long Beach. No mat-
ter whether the measure lost by 
nine votes or won by 16, the one 
thing we can say with certainty 
is that half of Long Beach saw a 
need for the continuation of the 
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IN CLOSED
SESSION

Here’s A Remedy For Cabin Fever

Recount A Necessity

Past Pandemics
Dear Editor,
 Prior to Corona, SARS, Span-
ish fl u (about 3,000 deaths in Los 
Angeles alone) there was multiple 
simultaneous Pandemics to native 
Californians stretching from the 
1770s well into the 1800s.
 Tuberculosis, Measles and 
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