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strains of flu eliminated a major-
ity of these peoples, their families 
and tribes and in effect their en-
tire world.
 I am taking some time to reflect 
on that today.

Christopher Reid
Naples

This Too Shall Pass
Dear Editor,
 Chicago columnist Paul Har-
vey once said, “In times like this 
it helps to recall there have al-
ways been times like this.”
 He is right. This one looks a 
little different: Democrats buying 
guns, Republicans giving away 
money, buy $50 of takeout and 
we throw in a roll of TP. It’s  now 
the young people who we fear 
will spread the virus, not the old 
ones.
 It’s also a time to look for pur-
pose and finding those things that 
make us feel blessed. Call the 
neighbor who might need a car-
ing voice. If you are young and 
healthy, find someone who can’t 
get food or pick up medicine. Or 
just walk by Ace hardware and 
say thank you to Doug and his 
staff for being there.
 Let’s not worry about the Blue 
Herons, rising ocean levels, and 
endangered salamanders for a 
while and deal with people. Build 

on your faith. The Bible says ad-
versity builds endurance. This is 
not the “end of times.” Close, but 
not yet. I read the Book.
 A flu virus has changed the 
world and we will be surprised 
with the aftershock. We will sur-
vive. Shops will come back to 
Second Street (if the owners have 
more sense than greed). There are 
things we can do to help.
 Order takeout, have a relation-
ship with shop personnel, know 
their names. And if you run out of 
TP, ask a Vietnam vet, he knows 
alternatives. In the meantime,  
do what they say to do, especial-
ly if you’re under 40. I want 15 
more years or at least next foot-
ball season — go Niners.

David “Coach” Newell
Belmont Shore

Open Restrooms
Dear Editor,
 I find it unfair and out of line 
to close the restrooms in CVS 
or Rite Aid drug stores, let alone 
other retail business allowed to 
stay open under the interpretation 
of essential need.
 If restaurants have to close 
their doors or provide take out 
as to not infect the public due to 
risk, then why not drug stores? 
After all, the drug stores all do 
free delivery. So, for the drug 
store to close the restrooms to the 
public under a safety excuse just 
is just not believable to me.

 Even supermarkets, hardware, 
automotive repair and a long list 
of essential business have the re-
strooms open. Let’s say I go to a 
hospital or urgent care because 
I broke a bone or need a stitch. 
They have restrooms open. Do 
you see the correlation? 
 I believe these businesses are 
just interested in the bottom line 
and really have no interest in the 
customers other then how much 
they will spend. I think those 
companies should be called out 
and they should do their part in 
making sure they have restrooms 
available for customer use.

David Mann
Long Beach
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City Prosecutor, LA, Working  To Stop Price Gouging
 Many people have been cred-
ited with saying, “Never waste a 
good crisis,” and there have been 
plenty of instances of people tak-
ing advantage of the coronavirus 
pandemic.
 Now Long Beach City Pros-
ecutor Doug Haubert, the Los 
Angeles District Attorney’s Of-
fice and the Los Angeles City At-
torney’s Office have joined forces 

to fight back against price goug-
ing, where people take advan-
tage of shortages or emergencies 
to charge exhorbitant prices for 
products or services. 
 Haubert said price gouging can 
be prosecuted as a misdemeanor, 
but also cautioned every price in-
crease is not an instance of price 
gouging. 
 If a supplier raises prices, a 

retailer also can raise prices, for 
example.
 Haubert’s website, citypros 
ecutordoughaubert.com, offers a 
list of facts about price gouging, 
including how residents can re-
port if they believe there is an is-
sue. The web page is cityprosecu-
tordoughaubert.com/pricegouge/, 
and there are direct links on the 
prosecutor’s website.
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sales tax and voted that way.
 I’ll guarantee you the op-
ponents would have, and did, 
scream loud and long that their 
voices were being ignored. That 
argument loses validity when 
the opponents ignore those 
49,676 (according to the “certi-
fied” count) people who voted 
yes on Measure A.
 To fall back on my book of  
clichés, what’s good for the 
goose is good for the gander. If 
you care at all about your cred-
ibility, you would be well ad-
vised to remember that.


