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During World War II, as 
ships bearing Jews to 
death camps left the 

Norwegian port of  Gothenburg, 
the Bishop of  that city stood in 
the cathedral and declared, “If  
we stay silent, the stones of  the 
church will cry out.” 

As nine local people of  faith, 
we believe the time has come 
when we, too, must cry out.

We cry out in anguish for 
the terrible sin of  systematic 
racism that enabled centuries 
of  slavery in our beloved land, 
and confess we have helped to 
perpetuate that racism through 
our silence and inaction.

We cry out in shame for tak-

ing as givens the many privileg-
es our whiteness has afforded 
us, rather than challenging the 
assumptions and institutions 
which deny those privileges to 
people of  color.

We cry out in gratitude for 
the enormous outpouring of  
grief  and soul searching that 
George Floyd’s killing has ig-
nited, an outpouring signaling 
that violent police tactics and 
impunity will be tolerated no 
longer.

We cry out in humility for tol-
erating the many ways in which 
our culture’s legacy of  looking-
the-other-way has enabled and 
fostered police brutality and 
racial profiling as practiced 
on our brothers and sisters of  
color.

We cry out for a momentous 
and historic reimagining of  
how we do policing in this 
country. We call for a police 
force built on a social services 
model instead of  a military 
model, who see their job as 
problem-solvers and conflict 
de-escalators.

One thing we know: God cre-
ated us in God’s image, every 
one of  us. We are brothers and 
sisters - black, brown, white, 
men, women, every one of  us. 
The stones cry out.  Enough! No 
more! Let us stand together and 
demand change!

This piece was submitted 
by Sonoma resident Rev. Bill 
Hutchinson on behalf  of  himself  
and the following: The Rev. Dr. 
Herbert Anderson, Rev. Tim 
Boeve, Rev. Norm Cram, Rev. 
Peadar Dalton L.C.S.W., Rev. 
Dr. Todd Evans, Rev. D. Alan 
Kelchner, Pastor Tim Kellgren, 
Rev. Dr. Alan Piotter.

The stones 
’cry out’  
for justice
Local faith leaders vow 
to remain silent no more 
over systemic racism

In the mood for love, 
casserole...

EDITOR: To most men, the barber-
shop chair is about as close as they get to 
a psychoanalyst’s couch. The visit is not 
about the haircut at all, really. You sit 
there in the chair, a conversation begins 
with small talk. It eventually leads to a 
satisfying and often deeply felt “get it off 
your chest” catharsis of  what is going on 
in a guy’s life.

And, so it was with Johnny, my 
85-year-old barber in Sonoma. He had 
been around town since the 1930s. He 

eventually retired from the fire depart-
ment, then learned the hair-cutting 
trade as a retirement job. Practically ev-
erybody in town knows Johnny. He kept 
the radio in the barbershop tuned to the 
police radio channel and could tell you 
where the cops were headed. And often 
what the domestic dispute was about.

As I sat down in the barber chair I 
would start our conversation with, “How 
are the ladies treating you?”

This was a loaded conversation start-
er, as I know that Johnny has outlived 
his wife. He lives in Temelec, a retire-
ment community. The place is loaded 
with widows, many of  whom are on the 
prowl for a new hubby.

“Do you have a martini when you get 
home after work Johnny?” I asked.

“Well if  I do, I have to hide behind a 
curtain. Two or three healthy widows on 
the block show up about 5:39 P.M. with a 
casserole. Of  course, I have to offer them 
a martini. They think we can sit down 
for a drink, then comes the casserole 
dinner, then have another martini while 
we watch Jeopardy together!”

“What’s wrong with that?“ I asked.
“Well, that leads to real jeopardy, 

because they’ve got plenty of  casserole 
recipes and I’ve got plenty of  martinis 
but that’s the end of  the story!”

Doug Chambers
Sonoma

Hold law enforcement 
’mercilessly  
accountable’

EDITOR: As police chiefs nation-
wide rush to the cameras to disavow the 
chokehold and “take a knee,” one can’t 
help thinking it’s just a PR stunt to mollify 
public outrage over defenseless deaths at 
the hands of those sworn to “protect and 
serve.” Constantly told to “move along, 
nothing to see here,” cellphone cameras 
are now revealing to us all that there’s 
plenty to see: A horror show of police 
brutality and murder.

More than a single tactic, what must be 
abolished is the dark institutional mindset 
that pervades law enforcement, brazenly 
displayed against peaceful protesters 
exercising their First Amendment rights 
and with full knowledge the cameras were 
rolling.

Choking may be banned but sadism is 
limited only by an officer’s imagination 
and the public’s tolerance. Many — es-
pecially minorities, the poor, homeless, 
mentally ill, the powerless and vulnerable 
— are routinely harassed and brutalized 
by non-violence that seldom makes head-
lines: Issuing a costly ticket for no-harm-
no-foul traffic offenses; threatening to toss 
a homeless person’s possessions into the 
creek; planting drugs to fabricate arrests 
with impossibly expensive bail; etc. Such 
tactics can financially, emotionally and 
otherwise totally upend lives balanced on 
the thin edge of society and survival.

It is social terrorism, and every cop 
knows it.

It was on wide-screen display recent-
ly when Sonoma County Sheriff Mark 
Essick profanely declared he would not 
enforce the "f--king health orders" of  our 
County Health Officer. Those orders, 
having full force of  law, were issued to 
protect us all from a plague that has tak-
en 120,000-plus lives and counting. With 
disregard for the well-being and peace of  
mind of  all county residents, he exposed 
the imperious jack-booted mindset that 
— more than any knee or chokehold  — 
murdered George Floyd.

The horror won’t stop until law 
enforcement is totally re-imagined, and 
mercilessly held accountable.

Bob Edwards
Sonoma

Amazon the  
neighbor from hell?

EDITOR: Having read about the 
stop-work order issued at Victory Station 
recently (“Stop-Work Order Issued for 
Amazon’s Sonoma Project,” June 12), I 
have to wonder how many more infrac-
tions and downright illegalities will be 
committed by Amazon at its coming loca-
tion here. An anti-union, OSHA-ignoring 
behemoth, that seems to break rules and 
disregard promises with impunity, this 
outfit is not going to be a good neighbor.

Wake up, people!

Mary Minton
Sonoma

Hiding behind a curtain from amorous, 
casserole-bearing widows is no laughing 
matter, says letter writer.

■ PULSE OF THE PUBLIC ■

By JASON WALSH
INDEX-TRIBUNE EDITOR

“What’s past is prologue.” -- William 
Shakespeare, “The Tempest”

Sonoma’s past is about to enter a 
whole new chapter.

In the wake of  the May 25 kill-
ing of  George Floyd and other head-
line-making assaults, both verbal and 
physical, by whites on non-threatening 
African-Americans, many Americans 
are confronting the nation’s long history 
of  racial injustice with a hammer. And 
that’s no metaphorical shellacking – 
they’re literally pounding down symbols 
of  racism with iron mallets.

Outraged by centuries of  social injus-
tice, Americans are leveling monuments 
to Confederate generals in the South; 
they’re toppling statues of  lesser-ac-
knowledged racists in the West.

Last weekend in San Francisco’s Gold-
en Gate Park, statues of  such slave-own-

ers as Ulysses S. Grant and Francis Scott 
Key and Catholic Missionary Junipero 
Serra, whose nine California missions 
enslaved and abused thousands of  
American Indians, were torn down 
by protesters at little resistance from 
city officials who’d already voluntarily 
removed a statue of  Christopher Colum-
bus from Coit Tower last week, citing the 
explorer’s legacy of  slavery, rape and 
violence.

The days of  lionizing so-called great 
leaders, despite their abysmal treatment 
of  their fellow men and women, may 
be drawing to a close. Even Thomas 
Jefferson and George Washington aren’t 
above the fray – two Berkeley elementa-
ry schools baring their names are being 
changed due to both founding fathers’ 
infamy as slaveholders. Perhaps being 
a conqueror or a political philosopher 
doesn’t fully negate one’s role in that 
“peculiar institution.”

But it hasn’t merely been likenesses of  
Columbus, Confederates and slave mas-
ters that have been vandalized – and in 
some cases beheaded. A New York statue 
of  Teddy Roosevelt – depicted towering 
on horseback over an American Indian 
and an African-American – is coming 
down. While statues of  former civic 
leaders – mayors or other politicians 
-- roundly perceived as racists have been 
removed in such cities as Philadelphia, 
Nashville and Dearborn, Michigan. 
Late Dearborn Mayor Orville Hubbard 
is “someone whose racist views should 
never have a place in our town,” said 
Dearborn City Council President Susan 
Dabaja, about the removal of  his statue.

Statues of  tormentors of  Afri-
can-Americans aren’t the only effigies in 

On facts, legends 
and a national 
reckoning
Across the country people are 
taking a second look at their 
heroes -- and Sonoma  
should be no different

Jose Altimira founded the Mission San Fran-
cisco Solano in 1823.

REMEMBER WHEN

91 YEARS AGO
(From the I-T of Feb. 14, 1925)
Many of Sonoma residents are desir-

ous of better and improved mail service 
through the extension of the routes and 
the securing of an additional carrier. 
They contend that the service cannot be 
improved otherwise. The calling of the 
present service “improved” is a misnomer, 

declare the critics of the Sonoma rural free 
delivery, although they find no fault with 
the rural mail carrier, who is doing his 
best to give service. Mail, however, which 
comes in daily on the 11 a.m. train does 
not reach patrons of the route until the 
next day. ... Sonoma Valley experienced 
one of the worst downpours in its history 
Tuesday night. The flood gates of heaven, 

pent up from last season’s drought, seem to 
have opened up and as a result of the 3.38 
inches during the night, the many streams 
and creeks of this section rose rapidly until 
Sonoma Creek broke over its banks and 
flooded a big area south of town.

88 YEARS AGO
(From the I-T of Feb. 18, 1928)
The Sonoma Valley Sportsmen’s Club 

effected temporary organization this week 
with Joe Baccaglio as chairman pro tem; 
E. T. Lindley, vice presdient; John Hop-
kins, secretary and treasurer. Permanent 
organization and the adoption of  bylaws 
will be completed on Wednesday of next 

week when the club meets at St. Francis 
hall. ... Under a barrage of  criticism and 
with the Golden Gate Ferry Company 
challenging their every move to continue 
giving service declared insufficient and 
obsolete, the Northwestern Pacific Rail-
road Company announces that President 
Palmer, veteran official of  the NWP, will 
retire and E. H. Maggard, president of  the 
Petaluma-Santa Rosa electric line, may 
succeed him. ... County Detective Pem-
berton seized a quantity of  alleged high 
powered beer in James Mackey’s road-
house at the Springs Thursday night. The 
raid is said to have grown out of   finding a 
drunken woman on the highway.

Remember When: ’High powered’  
beer seized by authorities

ROBBI PENGELLY/INDEX-TRIBUNE

Several Sonoma Valley faith lead-
ers are joining the chorus to de-
mand an end to systemic racism. 
Above, demonstrators marched 
through downtown Sonoma on 
June 2 in support of Black Lives 
Matter.

‘We cry out in anguish 
for the terrible sin of 
systematic racism.’

See Editorial, A9

‘When the legend becomes 
fact, print the legend.’

 —  from ‘The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance’

See Pulse, A9

‘They think we can sit down 
for a drink, then comes the 
casserole dinner, then have 
another martini while we 
watch Jeopardy together!’
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