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Hoping for good neighbors
Dear Editor,
In the article in the Press Democrat on 

Jan. 15, the paper reported that Oakmont 
Village is a community “known for its well 
manicured yards and tidy appearance.” This 
sounded to me a snide comment rather than 
a factual representation of the Oakmont Vil-
lage Community.

We are an integrated community of 
men, women, singles, and couples, gay and 
straight, of many ethnic backgrounds and 
from all over the United States and even 
the world. We have worked blue and white 
collar jobs in banking, retailing, manufactur-
ing, government, teaching, military, avia-
tion, automotive, and almost any occupation 
your can think of. We have Catholics, Jews, 
Christians, Buddhists, and Agnostic religions 
represented.

We all have worked hard to achieve the 
American Dream of owning our own single 
family home in a nice SAFE neighborhood. 
We are proud that unlike other areas of Santa 
Rosa, we take pride in following the CC and 
R and Oakmont Village Association rules 
regarding the appearance of our homes and 
yards. Many of us do the work ourselves and 
many employ gardeners. We have volunteers 

going down Oakmont Drive to pick up litter. 
That is called pride!

I for one have been working since I was 
13. My father told me there would be no more 
allowance and I would have to earn my own 
money. I took that advice and worked for over 
50 years in retail, real estate, and insurance. 
We all in Oakmont count our homes as one 
of our major assets, and are protective of 
maintaining our homes to keep up the values.

The introduction of the homeless camp 
directly affects the values of our homes. The 
existence of the homeless village across from 
Oakmont is a material fact that must be dis-
closed to potential buyers. Some will be OK 
with the homeless across the highway, and 
some will take the view that it might be dan-
gerous and thus not offer to buy here. Some 
of the folks selling are sick and have to move 
to a care home or with their children and 
need the maximum amount of net proceeds 
to take care of them for 10 to 20 years. Some 
will die in Oakmont and their heirs will need 
the money to pay taxes. It is not un-American 
to want your home to appreciate. That is why 
people are in the stock market.

The plans outlined to us in Oakmont 
last Friday [Jan. 17], sounded good on paper, 
but the “proof is always in the pudding.” We 

Imperfect vs. 
impossible

T he day we went to print last time was 
the same day we learned of the plan 
to move some homeless people from 
the Joe Rodota Trail to an emergency 

shelter at the Los Guilicos complex across from 
Oakmont. Needless to say, there’s been a lot do 
in between then and now. We’ve been to meet-
ings, talked to the people in charge, including 
Supervisor Susan Gorin and Jack Tibbetts from 
St. Vincent de Paul, and many of you. 

As often happens when a new idea comes 
along, people tend to envision worst-case sce-
narios. This isn’t a criticism; it’s just the way 
the human mind processes a perceived threat. 
Back in the days before there was a stoplight 
in Kenwood, people envisioned gridlock on 
the highway at the idea of a traffic signal. 
They talked about traffic backed up on Warm 
Springs Road and Los Guilicos as hordes of 
cars waited for a green light. Everyone was 
suddenly a traffic engineer. We remember 
because we were there.

So when it comes to accommodating the 
homeless in our neighborhood, we all need to 
take a deep breath. This plan may work out, 
or it may not. But for the first time in forever, 
the County is actually trying to do something 
significant rather than just wring its collective 
hands. Besides offering a minimal shelter, 
St. Vincent de Paul will be providing ser-
vices to the residents, all of whom will have 
gone through a screening and intake process 
elsewhere. The reasons for homelessness are 
myriad, and many people won’t want to come 
to the Los Guilicos Village, as it’s called. But 
for those that do, it could be a lifesaver, as 

it’s a step toward moving into permanent 
supportive housing.

It’s easy to say we’re all a bunch of 
NIMBYs, but that’s not actually true. At the 
standing-room-only meeting at Berger Cen-
ter in Oakmont, there were many people 
whose question was, “How can we help?” 
Oakmont and Kenwood are full of well-
intentioned, complicated individuals, and 
it’s OK to voice your concerns and fears. But 
when you envision the worst-case scenario, 
you need to also envision the best-case sce-
nario, because somewhere in between is 
usually how things turn out.

Homelessness in Sonoma County is 
not going away. Not until we have a lot more 
affordable housing, and even then there will 
be people with mental illnesses and drug ad-
diction who will fall through the cracks and 
end up on the streets. But it’s time to begin 
working on this problem and stop being so 
afraid of affordable housing in our midst. 
The Elnoka proposal west of Oakmont on 
Highway 12 has been through a number of 
iterations, one of which included affordable 
housing for seniors, and even that got sent 
back to the drawing board. People said, “it’s 
not close to services,” “there’s no public trans-
portation,” “there are better places for low-
income housing.” These are not insurmount-
able issues. For starters, the City of Santa Rosa 
and the County will have to provide better 
transportation. That’s not impossible.

Just because something is not perfect 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t even try.


