
4     www.kenwoodpress.com kenwood press     july 1, 2020

Kenwood Press, Inc.
8910 Sonoma Hwy • PO Box 277

Kenwood, CA 95452
Ph: 707-833-5155 • Fax 707-833-5175

Email: info@kenwoodpress.com
www.kenwoodpress.com

Publisher Alec Peters
Managing Editor Ann Quenon Peters
Founding Editor Jay Gamel

Contributors Todd Board
 Norma Doyle 
 Shannon Lee
 Marilyn Pahr 
 Jim Shere
 
IT/Production/Classifieds Jay Gamel
Copy Editor Loralee Wellington
Advertising Patti Buttitta
Webmasters Community Servers

The Kenwood Press is published twice a month, on the 
1st and 15th of each month, except for January 1st and July 
15th, by Kenwood Press, Inc.

Deadlines
Copy and advertising for upcoming issues should be sent 
in 10 days prior to publication. If significant production 
work is needed on advertisements, order is due 15 days 
in advance.

Printed by Healdsburg Printing
Subscriptions $30 per year
© 2020, Kenwood Press, Inc.

PublIshers’ corner

letters

To advertise in the Kenwood Press, call 833-5155. 
Find out about our affordable rates.

Meeting All Your Remodeling and 
Real Estate Needs

Kellee Clower
707.494.4992 
www.ClowerHomes.com
Kellee@ClowerandAssociates.com
CalBRE #01979326

Architectural Design 
New Construction • Remodeling 

Custom/Modular Cabinetry
Ready to Build Your New Dreams

to Fill with Lasting Memories
(707) 538-5538

Scott Clower • ClowerandAssociates.com
www.facebook.com/ClowerAssoc

Lic. #  B-1 & C-6 596841

Meeting All Your Remodeling and 
Real Estate Needs

Wear your mask – it’s 
not just about you

W e’re grateful that so many people 
around here are wearing face 
masks, as the statistics bear out 
the theory that masks reduce 

the spread of coronavirus. Sure, wearing a 
mask is a pain. It makes your face hot and 
steams up your glasses (put your glasses over 
the fabric around your nose – that helps), 
and it just feels strange and unnatural. But 
it’s important.

It seems obvious that if we want to keep 
the economy open, we’re going to have to 
get used to wearing masks, along with hand 
washing and social distancing. People who 
complain about wearing masks oughtn’t also 
complain about their businesses being shut 
down, because the one supports the other. 

COVID-19 is a disease that can and of-
ten is spread by infected people before they 
even know they’re infected, so let’s avoid 
behaviors that spread disease. On the news 
we’ve seen scenes from around the country 
where people, particularly young people, are 
hanging out on a crowded beach or in a bar 
in large numbers and without masks. 

I, too, was once young and invincible, but I 
learned a little something about asymptomatic 
spread. When I was a first-year law student, 
right before final exams, which constituted 
50 to 75 percent of my grade for the entire 
year, I came down with chicken pox. How 
did I get exposed? I have no idea. This was 
in San Francisco and I took the bus to school 
most days, so it’s possible some kid on the bus 
had it. The point is that even though I was 
a healthy 23-year-old, it was the sickest I’ve 
ever been. I felt like I’d been hit by a truck, 
but with the added torment of unrelenting 
itching. Even if I’d been up to it, none of my 

friends were willing to come study with me, 
and I had to reschedule all my finals. It was 
NOT a fun time. 

So even if you’re young and get COVID-19, 
it will disrupt your work and home life, and 
quite possibly make you miserably sick.

But exposing someone to the Corona-
virus can lead to far worse outcomes. The 
older you are, the more likely you are to get 
a severe case, and when/if you recover, there 
could be lingering problems with your lungs 
and other organs. 

Again, to relate a personal experience, 
I watched my 85-year-old father die in the 
ICU while on a ventilator. This was seven 
years ago and it wasn’t COVID, but it was 
pneumonia. Did you know that a person on 
a ventilator has to be sedated because the 
experience induces panic? You can’t breathe, 
you can’t talk, you can’t get out of bed, you’ve 
lost all control. In my dad’s case, his organs 
started shutting down and we had to make 
the wrenching decision to remove all the 
tubes and monitors and let him go. “Unplug-
ging” someone is such a glib and heartless 
thing to say, when in reality that decision is 
the hardest one you’ll ever have to make. He 
died within about 40 minutes. I was 53 years 
old, and even then I felt like a little girl who 
had lost her daddy.

So when you see the statistics about the 
125,000+ people who have died so far, and 
think about the many more who are bound 
to die, realize that each one of those people 
is someone’s mother or father, husband or 
wife, sister or brother, maybe someone’s child. 

Please wear your mask for them, for the 
economy, and for the country.

 – Ann

Support Jack London State Park
Dear Editor,
How lucky are we to have this one of a 

kind, beautiful place called Jack London Park 
right here in the middle of our valley?

In 2012, when the Park was scheduled 
for closure, a group of locals got together 
and became the first to manage a state park 
privately. This meant that we would receive 
no money from the state to keep the park 
open but depend on visitors and donations 
to keep the place running. As an early board 
member, I remember how inspiring it was to 
see the support this community gave to our 
park time after time.

The last few years have not been easy. 
Fires ripped through the valley but spared 
Jack London Park. Again, the community 
stepped up to the massive task of clearing 
land and reducing the fire danger. I honestly 
thought we dodged a bullet of the likes we’d 
never have to deal with again. Then came 
COVID. The park closed. We sheltered in 
place. It felt hopeless. At least with the fires, 
you could pick up a shovel or rake and do 
something. It was during this time that Mary, 
my wife, and I began to appreciate Jack Lon-

don Park more than ever.
With the authorities telling us to wear 

a mask, social distance, and meet outside, 
visiting the park and hiking its trails became 
the best and safest medicine ever to reduce 
anxiety and elevate well-being. There is one 
word in our mission statement that is more 
important than ever, and that word is “Joy.” 
I want to take this moment to recognize that 
the success of this park, first and foremost, 
rests upon the incredible support we receive 
from you and our generous community. In 
these times of uncertainty and stress, I invite 
you to experience the mind-clearing “Joy” of 
Jack London Park. 

Mike Benziger
Glen Ellen

Cyclists aren’t following agreement
Dear Editor,
I am reporting a personally disturbing 

and frightening experience of being clipped 
by a racing cyclist, who sped away without 
stopping or even turning to look at me on 
a narrow public pedestrian-only easement 
thru the property of The Villages at Wild 

Continued on page 15


