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I am very proud of the 
progress I have helped to 
advance for Nevada City’s 
economy, people, and 

quality of life over the past 15 
years.  

Our community is now on 
the cusp of culminating or se-
curing several game-changing 
projects for Nevada City. In-
cluding moving forward with 
Request for Proposals (RFPs) 
for Nevada City’s Old Airport 
solar project and our goals 
for crafting a comprehensive 
Fire Safety and Evacuation 
plan with our citizens this 
spring.  With your vote, I am 
hoping to continue my service 
to Nevada City’s citizens with 
this coming work cycle of 
2020-2024.  

PROJECTS REQUIRE 
ENERGY, HARD WORK

A lot has changed over the 
last decade. When I served 
my first term on the Nevada 
City City Council 10 years ago, 
things were a lot simpler. Fast 
forward to today and you well 
understand how we have had 
to face escalating challenges 
such as threat of catastrophic 
forest fires, homeowners in-
surance policy cancellations, 
PG&E blackouts, a rising 
homeless population, lack of 
workforce housing, a shortage 
of livable-wage positions, 
limited fiber optics, declin-
ing forest/watershed quality, 
and local student attrition, 
to name a few. No one will 
work harder than me to find 
and implement excellent and 
practical solutions.  

When challenges arise, I 
find creative solutions such as 
improving our local organic 
food network by cofounding 
the iconic Nevada City Farm-
ers Market in 2008. In 2011, I 
helped cofound the homeless 
organization, Sierra Roots, 
and its Extreme Weather 
Shelter. In 2013, I champi-
oned, along with our Nevada 
City Police Department, 
Nevada City’s annual citywide 
cleanings. 

SAFE, CLEAN, & SECURE 
SOLAR ENERGY

I am always ready to give 
my all in helping the City to 
tackle its pressing challeng-
es and opportunities. It was 
in 2007 I helped champion 
energy audits and the instal-
lation of solar panels on all 
municipally-owned buildings 
including Nevada City City 
Hall.  

I want to continue my 
ongoing work toward Neva-
da City’s renewable energy 
future. The Old Airport site 
is an ideal multi-use property 
that can accommodate both 
a robust solar project with 
plenty of room left over for 
interpretive hiking trails, and 
open space, and more.  I am 
very proud of my consistent 
leadership around a 100% 
renewable future for Nevada 
City, and am so grateful that 
after enduring PG&E’s dam-
aging blackouts, we have truly 
come to understand the eco-
nomic and ecological benefits 
of providing 100% renewable 
energy, security, and lower 
carbon-living to all of Nevada 
City. 

MULTI-PURPOSE 
PARKING STRUCTURE

At our last January City 
Council meeting, the concep-
tual drawings for a multi-use 
190-car parking structure 
behind The National Hotel 
were given a thumbs-up by 
the City Council. This parking 
structure will nearly dou-
ble our available parking in 
downtown, and will create 
expanded economic vitality 
while generating an addition-
al stream of revenue for the 
City and downtown business-
es. Included in this RFP the 
City Council has requested 
electric car charging, solar 
energy, and a space within the 
structure to be converted into 
an extreme weather shelter 
for the homeless during harsh 
weather events.  

FIRE SAFETY AND 
FOREST RESTORATION

Most recently, I was able to 
agendize, and received City 
Council approval for, the Sier-
ra Fund’s request to write and 
submit a $100,00 California 
Resiliency Challenge grant for 
Nevada City that will create 
fire safety goals and objec-
tives based on excellent work 
done by our local Firewise 
groups. It’s imperative that we 
have clear, measurable, and 
actionable goals in mid-2020 
around our forest/watershed 
health that is directly related 
to fire preparedness.  While 
the crowdfunding campaign 
I launched in 2018, Goat 
Fund Me Nevada City, gained 
national and international 
recognition, now is the time to 
scale up our efforts exponen-
tially to meet the challenges 
we face today. 

HARD WORKING & 
CAPABLE CITY COUNCIL

As I ask for your vote on 
March 3 (or before, through 
early voting), also consider the 
opportunity to have addition-
al strong, positive minded, 
and action-oriented council 
members at the council table. 
I seek creative collaboration in 
providing affordable housing, 
reducing homelessness, and 
expanding safe and reliable 
internet fiber optic technology 
for businesses and residents.

Today, we need a dynamic 
and dedicated team of City 
Council members who will 
put in the time, energy, and 
the hard work that is neces-
sary. Even though we are all 
volunteers, we need highly en-
gaged City Council members 
now more than ever.

Please go to www.Rein-
ette2020.com for more infor-
mation on our past accom-
plishments and latest plans 
and vision for a safe, secure, 
and prosperous future. 

Reinette Senum is currently 
running for re-election to 
Nevada City Council for 2020 
to 2024. Opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect those 
of the City or City Council. To 
find out more, go to: https://
www.reinette2020.com

Imagine a 
better future

Kobe’s shot at atonement
I like to think Kobe Bry-

ant grew up.
Never liked him as 

a basketball player. 
Wanted my blood team, 
the Lakers, to keep Shaq 
and let him go when there 
was a choice. Thought he 
could have been a great 
all-around player, like 
Scottie Pippen before him 
and LeBron James after. 
Instead he chased the ghost 
of Michael Jordan and be-
came just another gunner. 
Talented sure, but still just 
a gunner.

His notorious will didn’t 
make him a champion, 
what a silly myth. No, his 
stubbornness, his selfish-
ness, his feuds cost him sev-
eral more than the five he 
did win. How many might 
he have won with Shaquille 
O’Neal? Maybe with 
Dwight Howard? Or other 
stars who gave him and the 
Lakers a wide berth?

Bryant could have ap-
proached another legend’s 
count of championships: 
Bill Russell, the epitome of 
the team player, who won 
11.

This notion of challeng-
ing everyone, pushing but-
tons, being uncompromis-
ing, uncoachable, his lack of 
faith in teammates — this 
whole mamba mentality — 
did more harm than good.

Off the court, he cost me 
a lot of weekends and mid-
nights supervising cover-
age of his darkest days as a 
human. We never met, but 
I learned a good deal from 
the experience in 2003-04. 
Our lead reporter lived in 
the same Vail Valley, Colo-
rado, neighborhood as key 
players in this drama and 
had direct sources in the 
sheriff ’s office and district 
attorney’s office.

The L.A. Times pictured 
Mayberry. Others made 

up tumbleweeds for one of 
the wealthier communities 
in the land. The New York 
Times went to the wrong 
town entirely. Reporters 
tried to interview my kids, 
who were about as far re-
moved as could be.

The National Enquirer 
wasn’t the only organiza-
tion to forego tenets like 
primary sourcing, more 

than one source, confirma-
tion of rather wild stories. 
We took to running a “True/
BS” column in our paper to 
separate false from accurate 
reporting by our betters, 
their satellite trucks impres-
sive but of little use outside 
of court appearances.

Sure, we could afford 
to be more than a little 
righteously smug there for 
awhile. We had the direct 
sources, the moles in the 
law enforcement system, 
the lottery’s luck in local 
knowledge down to the vic-
tim’s neighborhood. Every-
one had to follow us or risk 
second-hand sources and 
rumor to try to keep up. I 
was surprised at how many 
went low. 

The big leaguers took 
the story back once it hit 
court. We were competent 
enough, but not nearly so 
practiced.

I haven’t looked back 
through retrospective 

coverage in the wake of the 
helicopter crash. I remem-
ber Bryant in those days 
had a rep among NBA 
insiders that made the 
accusation less surprising. 
I remember the case wasn’t 
nearly so strong as prose-
cutors tried to portray, and 
the victim’s big break came 
when a noted civil attorney 
took over, almost imme-
diately got her out of the 
criminal proceedings, and 
settled the subsequent law-
suit in her favor.

Only in this way did a 
semblance of justice get 
done, I thought however 
cynically and still do today. 
Bryant’s case went right 
there to everything involved 
with accusations of sexual 

assault, every societal ste-
reotype, the whole sordid 
range of humanity, the most 
delicate of questions about 
state of mind and change 
of heart. That dearth of 
witnesses distilling what ac-
tually happened to “he said, 
she said.”

I haven’t seen a whole lot 
of progress since then.

But I do see that some-
thing changed in Bryant. 
I believe the on-the-road 
extracurriculars stopped, 
probably cold. He stayed 
married. He and his wife, 
Vanessa, went on to have 
four daughters.

Oh, he remained the 
same player on the court, 
that gunner, self-absorbed 
as ever. He never made his 
teammates better in that 
magical way Ervin Johnson 
managed in a different era 
and LeBron James does 
now, even while passing 
Bryant as the third all-time 
scorer in NBA history, an 

irony.
Bryant’s devotion to his 

daughters and to women’s 
basketball shined through 
strong in recent years, 
though. Here finally was 
something bigger, more im-
portant than himself. Even 
I, someone who couldn’t 
quite stand the guy, saw this 
plainly and warmed to it.

I saw it in camera shots 
on the basketball court of 
stolen glances at his wife 
and daughters. Sitting 
courtside with Gianna, 
the one who most ached 
to know the game like her 
father, who died in the same 
crash on the way to one of 
her games, for me the most 
heart-breaking part of this 
tragedy.

And not just his daugh-
ters. He had taken a big 
interest in women’s bas-
ketball and knew female 
athletes well enough at all 
levels they cried openly for 
him everywhere. A number 
spoke about how he had 
helped them personally.

This was not the behav-
ior of the unrepentant. 
Something sank in from 
being caught at his worst. 
It happens. Not often, but 
enough to know it can. The 
most selfish and stubborn 
of stars changed course as a 
person.    

Finally, I found a Kobe I 
could respect, admire, even 
like. The one who was just a 
father, like me, who wanted 
to do everything to help 
his daughter pursue her 
dreams.

The Kobe who grew up 
and had begun to atone.

Don Rogers is the publisher 
of The Union, Lake 
Wildwood Independent, 
and Sierra Sun. He can 
be reached at drogers@
theunion.com or 
530-477-4299.

An open letter to 
Speaker Pelosi

Your juvenile stunt last 
night at the conclusion of the 
State of the Union speech 
demeaned the office you 
hold and offended the cham-
ber where you work. 

It seems that your hatred 
for President Trump has 
taken an unhealthy hold 
on you. Apparently you are 
blind to, or possibly don’t 
care about, the employment 
and economic good news the 

current administration has 
produced.  

You and your white-clad 
sisters couldn’t even smile 
or clap to acknowledge that 
there’s a blue collar employ-
ment boom going on. Sad!

Jo Ann Rebane 
Nevada City

Why I’m voting for Trump
Yes, I will vote for Donald 

Trump. Yes, I know he went 
against the internation-
al interests of the United 

States by extorting Ukraine 
to announce an investiga-
tion into Biden’s son. Yes, I 
know of his many improper 
sexual transgressions. Yes I 
am aware of his numerous 
bankruptcies. Yes, I know 
he even stole money from 
charities intended to help 
our veterans. I do not pre-
tend to justify these actions, 
instead I point to the good 
he is doing.

Let’s face facts. We are 
under deluge from criminal 

immigrants bent on destroy-
ing the American way of life. 
We are besieged by scien-
tists, liberals, humanists and 
atheists who refuse to honor 
the Christian origins of our 
Constitution. We have seen 
the emasculation of our soci-
ety by this unholy alliance. 

The end of times are near 
and Donald Trump is our 
only choice to return this 
country to a nation of God!

Jeff Kotowski
Nevada City

The most selfish and stubborn of 
stars changed course as a person.    
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