
He’s there at least 
three times a day, his hat 
turned backward so his 

face can be 
closer to the 
window.

He’s 94, 
and his 
bride of 68 
years is on 
the other 
side.

Corona-
virus, and its impact on 
care facilities nationwide, 
has robbed them of the 
ability to sit in the same 
room. That would be hard 
on any couple. It must be 
inexplicably difficult for 
a couple that never spent 
a night apart for almost 
seven decades, two peo-
ple whose lives and minds 
were so entwined that lis-
tening to them speak in-
evitably sounded like 
one person carrying on 
a never-ending conversa-
tion.

So, he drags a stool out 
of his car, positions it be-
tween some bee-laden 
bushes and the window, 
pulls out one of them 
fancy-new mobile phones 
he just recently learned 
how to use, turns his hat 
around, sits and calls her 
so they can speak.

That’s my pa.
My mind flips back to 

“The Godfather Part 2,” 
when Michael Corleone 
is explaining “My father 
taught me many things in 
this room … he taught me 
‘Keep your friends close, 
but your enemies closer.’ “

My dad has a differ-
ent take on that. For more 
than 50 years, he’s been 
telling me “Better to have 
a weak friend than a 
strong enemy.”

That probably helps 
explain why I’ve never 
known the man to have 
an enemy, and how I’m 
still working for a news-
paper 44 years after my 
first byline.

But, that’s my pa.
He’s been dealt a few 

tough hands in life. I’ve 
never once heard him 
complain, and I’ve never 
seen him tackle any prob-
lem, frustration, set-
back or challenge by any 
method other than hard 
work — usually with a 
smile on his face. Thus, 
it’ll come as no surprise 
to learn I’ve yet to see any 
challenge get the best of 
him.

He has stories — an in-
credible number of sto-
ries. Many of them, I’ve 

heard more times than I 
can count, but I honestly 
never get tired of any of 
them (a fact that’ll prob-
ably come as a relief to 
him). To me, it’s like lis-
tening to an old, favorite 
song again.

Elwyn Wolcott was 
born a country boy, 
started working hard on 
the family ranch and hay-
fields all over the north 
state at a young age, and 
never stopped. He served 
his country aboard the 
Sumner-class Destroyer 
Wallace L. Lind in the 
Pacific in World War II; 
seven times, his ship nar-
rowly avoided catastrophe 
by shooting down kami-
kaze planes.

Except the one time 
they missed.

“He flew right between 
the stacks and I could see 
his face,” my dad has told 
me, more than a couple 
of times. “I swear if I saw 
that man on the street to-
day I’d recognize him.”

That’ll never hap-
pen. The pilot missed the 
ship and his plane went 
straight into the ocean.

“I always wondered how 
far down that guy went,” 
dad has told me.

The Lind was at Tokyo 
Bay when the peace treaty 
was signed. Dad was hon-
orably discharged after the 
war, came home, found a 
best friend in a musician 
buddy named Bob Eaton 
— they played at dances 
all over the area in the late 
1940s and into the 1950s 
— and eventually married 
his friend’s little sister, 
Darlene, on Jan. 6, 1952.

Next came my brother 
Bob and then me, seven 
years later. My dad ran our 
ranch, he ran his moth-
er’s ranch until her pass-
ing, he ran the ranch af-
ter most of it was sold, he 
worked on the green chain 
at Crane Mills, he oper-
ated a dairy, he cut and 
sold wood, he served as a 
trustee at the local school 

and helped my mom keep 
it clean for 20 years, he 
ran sheep and cattle and 
hogs and bailed hay and 
killed a lot of rattlesnakes, 
and even found time to 
take me fishing and take 
the family to baseball 
games.

Incredibly, there were 
years he did each of those 
jobs at the same time, all 
to support his family.

I never heard him com-
plain, and I never saw him 
come into the house with 
anything other than a 
smile or look of optimism 
on his face.

After my parents sold 
the ranch 25 years ago, 
dad decided he wanted to 
get back into show busi-
ness. One day he offered 
to set up in front of Corn-
ing’s Safeway with his gui-
tar, keyboards and a tip 
jar, and play music for the 
benefit of a local boy who 
had been badly mauled by 
dogs.

He hoped to “raise a 
few dollars for the kid.” 
He ended up raising thou-
sands. And he had a new 
job; he played in front of 
that store every week for 
most of the next 20 years, 
eventually appearing on 
every local TV station 

while doing so.
One time an old friend 

saw us together and said 
“You’re starting to look 
like your dad.” Without 
missing a beat, dad turned 
to me and said “Well, 
you’re never going to get 
anywhere on your looks.”

As a kid, all I wanted 
was to someday be as 
funny as him. I’m not sure 
how close I’ve come to 
that, but I’m pretty sure 
I’ve at least inherited his 
love of telling stories.

Those are the ones I 
have room for today. There 
are hundreds of others, 
and they’ll always be a 
part of me. And so will 
the image of a man with 
his hat turned backward, 
just so he can get his face 
a few inches closer to his 
bride behind the window.

Happy Father’s Day, 
dad. Thanks for still be-
ing the man you’ve al-
ways been during a time 
the world could use a few 
more like you.

Mike Wolcott is editor of 
the Enterprise-Record. You 
can follow him on Twitter 
@m_mwolcott or email 
him at mwolcott@chicoer.
com. His column will 
return July 5.
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Happy Father’s Day to the man by the window
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Wolcott

Happy Father’s Day, dad. Thanks for 
still being the man you’ve always 
been during a time the world could 
use a few more like you.

Staff reports

CHICO >> Due to a state man-
date, beginning on Wednes-
day, passengers will be re-
quired to wear a face mask 
while riding in any B-Line 
vehicle and denied service if 
they refuse to do so.

If a passenger does not 
have their own face cov-
ering, the driver will offer 
them a face mask while sup-

plies last.
B-Line’s new protocol 

complies with the Califor-
nia Department of Pub-
lic Health’s Guidance for 
the Use of Face Coverings, 
which was issued Thursday.

The document man-
dates that face coverings 
must be worn when people 
are “waiting for or riding 
on public transportation 
or paratransit” and while 

“driving or operating any 
public transportation or 
paratransit vehicle when 
passengers are present.”

B-Line drivers have been 
following that second rec-
ommendation for the past 
two months.

Passengers are asked to 
not take out their frustra-
tion on the driver as they 
are merely following the 
state order.

TRANSPORTATION

B-Line transit will begin 
requiring face coverings

The Associated Press

VICTORVILLE >> Video has 
confirmed that a Black 
man found hanging from a 
tree at a Southern Califor-
nia homeless encampment 
killed himself after break-
ing up with his girlfriend, 
it was reported Friday.

Malcolm Harsch, 38, was 
found May 31 in a dirt field 
in Victorville, a desert city 
northeast of Los Angeles.

Surveillance video from 
a nearby vacant building 
that was played for report-
ers showed Harsch wrap-
ping a blue electronics ca-
ble around his neck, tying 
the ends to a tree limb and 
then letting himself fall, the 
Riverside Press-Enterprise 
reported.

Harsch had been on sui-
cide watch twice recently 
after being arrested on sus-
picion of minor crimes, San 
Bernardino County sheriff’s 
Sgt. Steve Allen told the pa-
per.

Harsch’s family, which 
had seen the video, released 
a statement accepting that 

he died from suicide.
“It is with a heavy heart 

that we now know the cause 
and manner of death,” the 
statement said. It thanked 
investigators and everyone 
who supported the family, 
adding: “We urge you all to 
continue your efforts con-
cerning the hanging deaths 
of African Americans. If 
you or someone you know 
may be suicidal please seek 
help.”

Harsch’s girlfriend called 
911 the morning of May 
31 to report that he had 
hanged himself, according 
to a statement from the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department.

Allen said the woman 
told investigators that the 
two had broken up that 
morning over mutual accu-
sations of infidelity, and the 
video showed him throw-
ing donuts at the tent, the 
Press-Enterprise said.

Harsch hanged himself 
minutes later, it appeared.

People in the encamp-
ment later cut down 
Harsch. But efforts to revive 

him failed, and he was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

An autopsy didn’t find 
any sign of foul play, the 
Sheriff’s Department said.

Detectives also obtained 
the surveillance video from 
the vacant building, and it 
“confirmed the absence of 
foul play,” the statement 
said.

“Although there remains 
no sign of foul play, the fo-
rensic pathologist is wait-
ing for toxicology results 
before assigning the cause 
and manner of death,” the 
statement added.

Harsch’s death came a 
week before another Black 
man was found hanging 
from a tree near the City 
Hall in Palmdale, about 40 
miles away.

Robert Fuller, 24, who 
was found hanging from a 
tree last week in Palmdale. 
Initial findings that it was 
likely a suicide led to pro-
tests and calls for an inde-
pendent investigation. The 
FBI and U.S. Department of 
Justice are reviewing the in-
vestigations into his death.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Video shows hanging death of 
homeless Black man was suicide

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES >> About 150 
seasonal workers hired by 
a salmon cannery in Alaska 
are being forced to quaran-
tine without pay at a hotel 
in Los Angeles after three 
of them tested positive for 
the coronavirus, a lawsuit 
claims.

The workers, most of 
them from Mexico and 
Southern California, were 
hired June 2 by North Pa-
cific Seafoods to work at 
its Red Salmon Cannery in 
Naknek, Alaska, through 
August, according to the 
lawsuit filed Friday in San 
Francisco Superior Court, 
the Los Angeles Times re-
ported.

Instead, they have been 
stuck at the Crowne Plaza 
LAX Hotel since June 10, 

attorney Jonathan Davis 
said.

Leauri Moore, vice pres-
ident of human resources 
for North Pacific Seafoods, 
told the newspaper in an 
email that she had not seen 
the lawsuit and could not 
comment.

Moore said authorities 
in Alaska have issued or-
ders requiring a 14-day 

controlled quarantine and 
coronavirus testing in or-
der for anyone to work at 
a seafood processing plant 
in the state.

Intercontinental Hotels 
Group, which owns the 
Crowne Plaza LAX and is 
also named in the lawsuit, 
did not immediately re-
spond to a message seek-
ing comment Saturday.

CORONAVIRUS

Cannery workers forced to quarantine, no pay

Lake Oroville
Community Update

Lake Oroville State Recreation Areas
Lake Oroville and the North and South Forebay boat ramps, parking lots, and day use areas
are open. The Oroville Dam Spillway Boat Ramp area is open 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. with other
Lake Oroville State Recreation Area (LOSRA) boat ramps open 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. Trails and Day Use Areas are open from 8 a.m. to sunset. Lake Oroville recreation
information is available on the Department of Water Resources (DWR) Lake Oroville
Recreation at https://water.ca.gov/Programs/State-Water-Project/SWP-Facilities/Oroville/
Lake-Oroville-Recreation and the LOSRA at https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=462.

California Department of Parks and Recreation (CA Parks) staff areworking closely with Butte
County health officials to develop procedures to open LOSRA campgrounds this summer. All
campgrounds - including floating campsites, and the Lake Oroville Visitors Center remain
closed to protect public health. CA Parks encourages visitors to maintain a physical distance
of six feet or more and that gatherings, picnics, and parties are not allowed if physical
distancing cannot be maintained. State health officials now require face coverings outdoors
when you cannot maintain a safe 6-foot distance from others who are not members of
your household. Visit the “State Parks COVID-19 Resource Center” https://www.parks.
ca.gov/?page_id=30350 or the Butte County http://www.buttecounty.net/publichealth/
buttereopens for additional information on how to protect public health.

‘New’ Trails Around Thermalito Diversion Pool
Trails on the north side of the Thermalito Diversion Pool, previously closed for the Oroville
Dam Spillways Reconstruction Project, are open for hikers and bikers. Visitors are now able
to travel from Burma Road to the Spillway Boat Ramp area and North Fork Trails. Partnering
with CA Parks, DWR has improved and re-aligned trails in the area, both on the north and
south sides of the Diversion Pool, including sections of the Brad Freeman Trail where visitors
will ‘switchback’ up a new hill made from rock and dirt left over from the spillways project,
providing beautiful views of the Valley, Table Mountain, and the Diversion Pool.

On the south side of the Diversion Pool, DWR constructed a new trail access parking
lot west of the Kelly Ridge Power Plant. The graveled parking lot is accessible from Oro
Powerhouse Road (off Oro Dam Boulevard East) and provides access to hiking, biking, and
fishing opportunities. Boating is not allowed in this upstream area of the Diversion Pool, but
boating is allowed on the Diversion Pool further downstream, with access from the Burma
Road car-top boat launch off of Cherokee Road. Boating is limited to kayaks, canoes, and
other non-gas-powered boats.

Oroville to Celebrate Fourth of July with Fireworks Display
The City of Oroville’s Noon Rotary Club fireworks will begin at approximately 9 p.m. and
will be launched from the Oroville Airport. Viewers are encouraged to observe the show
from their homes, if possible, or higher locations throughout the City and surrounding area.
Viewers are also encouraged to abide by physical distancing and face covering requirements
to protect public health, especially if unable to maintain a six-foot distance from others not
in your household. Information can be found on the Oroville Area Chamber of Commerce
website https://www.orovillechamber.com/.

Oroville Area Algal Blooms Status
DWR environmental scientists regularly monitor Lake Oroville, the Thermalito North
Forebay, and the Thermalito Afterbay for blue-green algae and their toxins. There are
currently no Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) advisories for Lake Oroville, the Thermalito Forebay,
or the Thermalito Afterbay. If elevated levels of cyanobacteria toxins are found, DWR staff
work with California’s Regional Water Quality Control Board and recreation area managers
to notify the public and post advisory signs at affected waterbodies. To learn more about
HABs, visit https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/what/index.html.

Online Water Education Program Goes Live on DWR YouTube Channel
Join us for Water Wednesdays at 1 p.m. on DWR’s YouTube channel. These family-friendly
programs are designed for kids 10 to 14 but are appropriate for anyone who would like
to learn more about California’s water resources. Recent and upcoming ‘episodes’
discuss where our water comes from: reservoirs, snowpack, and groundwater. Interested
participants can pre-register through Zoom which will allow posting of questions to that
week’s speaker.

Visit theDWREventswebpageathttps://water.ca.gov/News/Events to joinnextWednesday’s
chat. Information will also be posted on DWR’s social media pages at @CA_DWR (Twitter)
and @CADWR (Facebook). Previous episodes of Water Wednesdays are available on DWR’s
https://www.youtube.com/user/calwater.

Current Lake Operations
The elevation of Oroville’s reservoir is about 808 feet and storage is about 2.2 million acre-
feet. Daily average inflows to the lake have ranged between 98 cfs (cubic feet per second)
to 1,745 cfs over the past week.

Dry conditions and warm temperatures are forecasted this weekend with continued dry
conditions and warm temperatures during the week of June 22. The Northern Sierra Basin
rainfall totals remains below average for the year, at 31.7 percent of normal of year.

On Thursday, June 18, and on Friday, June 19, DWR increased the flow by 300 cfs each
day through the City of Oroville to 1,250 cfs for fisheries purposes. The flow released
from the Thermalito Afterbay Outlet (Outlet) will be at 2,050 cfs. The total release to the
Feather River’s high flow channel downstream of the Outlet remains at 3,300 cfs to meet
environmental requirements in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

All data as of midnight 6/18/20
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COVERAGE FOR EVERY

DanSanders
Dan Sanders Insurance Agency
Insurance Professional, Notary Public & Owner
CA License #0G89477

2110 Lincoln St, Oroville, CA 95966
dsanders1@farmersagent.com

“I have the knowledge and experience to help you
better understand your coverage options, and
make closing on your newhome seamless.”

Call530-533-6263today!
Get smart about your coverage.

PART OF THE HOME
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