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Coronavirus cases in 
Ojai and Oak View spiked 
this week due to outbreaks 
in two long-term-care 
facilities  — Ojai Health 
and Rehabilitation (also 
known as Providence) in 
Ojai, and Wellness Care 
Senior Living at Ojai, 
which is in Oak View. 

According to Ventura 
County Public Informa-
tion Officer Ashley Bau-

tista, 29 residents and 
27 staff members at Ojai 
Health and Rehabilitation 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

At the Wellness Care-
Senior Living at Ojai fa-
cility, 29 residents and 19 
staff members have tested 
positive, Bautista said.

She said that when 
there is an outbreak at a 
long-term-care facility, 

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
While more than two 

dozen major wildfires 
continue to burn across 
the state, officials with 
the city of Ojai say they’ve 
doubled down on efforts 
to reduce the risk of fire in 
the city.

This year, the city fo-
cused on weed abatement 
to create more defensible 
space around structures, 
according to Ojai City 
Manager James Vega.

The city of Ojai sent 
out 197 initial warning 
letters and followed up 
monthly with property 
owners to ensure compli-
ance. Eighty-eight per-
cent, or 173 property own-
ers, complied with the first 
warning.

Notices of violation 
were then sent to the re-
maining 24, notifying 
them they would receive 
a citation if they didn’t 
remove the weeds by the 
deadline. “No one likes 
receiving these notices, 
but it’s an important part 

of reducing fire risk with-
in the city of Ojai,” Vega 
said, “and Ojai residents 
responded well and ad-
dressed the issues.”

All 24 remaining prop-
erty owners complied pri-
or to the deadline and no 

citations were issued this 
year to gain compliance, 
Vega said.

The city’s efforts to re-
duce the risk of fire also 
included code amend-
ments for new construc-
tion adopted by the city 

and its Building Appeals 
Board.

The city eliminated 
the use of wood shingles 
and shakes for roofs, and 
required the installation 

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
A small but ambi-

tious group of enterpris-
ing young philanthropists 
spent the summer raising 
money and donating it to 
nature organizations.

The “All Things Natu-
ral Kids Club” was started 
in June by two students at 
Valley Oak Charter Home-
school in Ojai.

Nova and Rylan, who 
are both going into the 
fifth grade this year, got 
the idea while talking on 
Zoom following the CO-
VID-19 shutdown.

Their families had 
been tending home gar-
dens and the kids thought 
it would be fun to sell what 
they’d harvested, and do-
nate some of the money 
to organizations that sup-
port nature.

Rylan’s mom said 
they should give Valley 
Oak Charter teacher Kara 
Lakes a call for ideas and 
support.

“They made an ap-
pointment with me … 

and we hashed it out over 
Zoom,” said Lakes, who 
supervises grades K-3. “It 
all came from them, I just 
asked some questions, 
the kind of questions that 

pointed them in the right 
direction. And they did it.”

Nova and Rylan re-
cruited members ages 6 
to 9 from both inside and 
outside the Valley Oak 

community, created a logo 
and an informational flier.

Each child set up an 
All Things Natural stand  

LAKE CASITAS VOLUME

SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE
RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon               25.37”
Soule Park                         16.85”
Casitas Dam     19.12”
Oak View    16.87”
Upper Ojai                         16.92”

WATER LEVELS

Oct 1, 2019       100,573 acre-feet
Aug. 27, 2020   99,860 acre-feet
Low volume         41.1 percent
Current volume            42 percent
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Pandemic prompts new evacuation procedures
Perry Van Houten

pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
County officials are chang-

ing the way they conduct evacu-
ations during emergencies such 
as wildfires, due to the pandem-
ic.

During emergencies, shel-
tering in a congregate setting 
as it has been done in the past, 

in partnership with the Red 
Cross, is now Plan B, according 
to Patrick Maynard, director of 
the Ventura County Sheriff’s Of-
fice of Emergency Services. “For 
obvious reasons, we don’t want 
a large mass of people congre-
gating at one location, inside a 
building, if at all possible,” May-
nard told the Ojai Valley News.

To that end, the county has 
established Temporary Evacu-
ation Points, places where resi-

dents will “rally” before being 
sent to a sheltering location.

During an emergency such 
as a wildfire, people signed up 
with VC Alert will get a notifi-
cation on their phones telling 
them to evacuate and the loca-
tion of the TEP, Maynard said.

In Ojai, the TEP would be 
Nordhoff High School, com-

monly known as the go-to place, 
Maynard said.

At the TEP, evacuees will be 
met by the Red Cross and coun-
ty staff, who will take their infor-
mation and give them a quick 
medical screening to make sure 
they don’t have any COVID-19 

‘We don’t want people 
to be fearful about 
evacuating because 
of  COVID.’

Evacuation procedures: Page B4

Ventura, Channelkeeper 
modify water settlement

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
The city of Ventura has 

agreed to further reduce 
its use of water from the 
Ventura River during dry 
times, to better protect 
species that depend on 
the river.

An amendment to a 
settlement agreement 
in the lawsuit over the 
pumping and diversion of 
water from the river was 
announced Aug. 24 by 
the city and environmen-

tal group Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper.

“We’re very excited 
and very encouraged, and 
happy that we’re moving 
forward,” Ventura Water 
general manager Susan 
Rungren told the Ojai Val-
ley News. “And we want 
to keep doing that on not 
just this project, but other 
projects that will help out 
the river and the whole 
watershed.”

Coronavirus hits 2 
area nursing homes

Kids Club: Page A6

Photo provided

Minna in front of her Nature Club stand.

Kids Club 
naturally 
awesome

Photo by The C.R.E.W.

Cris Guzman and Billi Ortega of The C.R.E.W. chip brush to reduce fuel for wildfires. 

Ojai city leaders keep focus on preventing wildfires
Settlement: Page B6

FIre prevention: Page A6

As of Aug. 27, there 
were 10,276 people who 
had ever been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 in Ventura 
County, and 1,241 active 
cases under quarantine.

A week ago, there were 
1,683 active cases. 

Out of the 10,276, 85 
were in Ojai and 59 in Oak 
View. Twenty-two of the 
Ojai cases and 32 of the Oak 
View cases came in the last 
14 days. Positive tests came 
Aug. 13, 14, 15 (6), 17 (8), 18 
(29) 19 (2), 20, 21 (5) and 24.

Seventy-six people 
were in the hospital with 
COVID-19 countywide 
as of Aug. 27. Twenty-two 
people were in intensive 
care units. A total of 110 
people are reported to have 
died from the virus in Ven-
tura County. 

Eleven of these deaths 
came in the last 14 days. 
Two of the 11 were in Ojai 
and one in Oak View.

COVID-19 
cases on the
decline in VC

Nursing homes: Page A3



Crimes

• Identity theft was 

reported in the 900 block of 
North Ventura Avenue Aug. 
15.

• Battery on a peace 
officer, public intoxication, 
resisting arrest and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia 
were reported in the 100 
block of Baldwin Road Aug. 
18.

• Assault with a deadly 
weapon was reported in the 
500 block of Old Baldwin 
Road Aug. 18.

• Vandalism was report-
ed in the 900 block of North 
Ventura Avenue Aug. 23.

Arrests

• A 54-year-old wom-

an was cited at Crooked 
Palm Road and North 
Ventura Avenue Aug. 15 
for possession of a con-
trolled substance.

• A 27-year-old man 
was arrested in the 100 
block of Pueblo Avenue 
Aug. 17 for being under 
the influence of a con-
trolled substance and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. Bail was set at 
$0.

• A 39-year-old man 
was cited in the 100 block 
of East El Roblar Drive 
Aug. 17 for being under 
the influence of a con-
trolled substance.

• A 50-year-old man 
was arrested in the 300 

block of South Pueblo 
Avenue Aug. 17 for public 
intoxication. Bail was set 
at $0.

• A 29-year-old man 
was arrested in the 100 
block of Baldwin Road 
Aug. 18 for battery on a 
peace officer, public in-
toxication, resisting arrest 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Bail was 
set at $20,000.

• A 38-year-old wom-
an was cited at Riverside 
Road and Chaparral Road 
Aug. 19 for a misdemean-
or warrant.

• A 24-year-old man 
was cited at North Ventura 
Avenue and Cañada Larga 
Road Aug. 19 for driving 
without a license.

• A 39-year-old man 
was cited in the 100 block 
of East El Roblar Drive 
Aug. 20 for misdemeanor 
warrants.

• A 31-year-old man 
was cited in the 200 block 
of Burnham Road Aug. 20 
for a misdemeanor war-
rant.

• A 20-year-old man 
was cited at North Ven-
tura Avenue and Orchard 
Drive Aug. 20 for pos-
session of a controlled 
substance.

• A 59-year-old man 
was cited at Mahoney Av-
enue and Bundren Street 
Aug. 21 for driving with-
out a license, possession 
of methamphetamine and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia.

• A 30-year-old man 
was arrested in the 900 
block of North Ventura 
Avenue Aug. 23 for van-
dalism. Bail was set at 
$10,000.

• A 48-year-old man 
was arrested at SR 33 and 
Casitas Vista Road Aug. 23 
for a misdemeanor war-
rant. Bail was set at $0.

• A 48-year-old wom-
an was cited at East Ojai 
Avenue and South Shady 
Lane Aug. 23 for posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia.

Obituaries

Police blotter

Ojai United Methodist 
Church warmly invites 

you to join us for an 
hour of online worship 

and fellowship (via 
Zoom) every Sunday 

at 10:00 a.m.
Email Pastor Jaime at 

ojaiumcpastor@gmail.com for 
the video and/or phone log-in 
information. All are welcome!

Local Ojai Buyer since 1970       805-798-7140 

WWWANTED TO BUWANTED TO BUWANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Coins • Tokens

Scrap Gold & Sterling Silver
Diamonds • Paper Money

Jewelry • Watches
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Marian Matas 
Christiansen Newman
 September 5, 1933 – August 21, 2020

A first generation American 
citizen, born to Danish immi-
grants, Peter Johannes Martin 
Christiansen and Maren Aloysia 
Matas in 1933, Marian aspired, 
from a young age, to be a strong 
successful woman. Her first 
major accomplishment was 
becoming a professional model in 

her young adult life. Using the same agent as Marilyn 
Monroe, Marian became the showroom model for Jack 
Needleman’s high-end clothing line “Anjac Fashions 
of California.” 

In 1955, fate led Marian to agree to a blind date with 
James (Jim) Newman, a gentleman who managed the 
Pepsi Bottling plant in Covina, CA. Just two short years 
later, the two eloped in Las Vegas and moved to Covina, 
CA together. Their stay in Covina was short-lived though, 
as Jim and two of his brothers, William (Bill) and John 
(Jack), purchased the Pepsi Cola bottling plant in Ventura 
and Santa Barbara in 1958. Two short years and two 
children later (Chris, 1958 and Eric, 1960), Marian and 
Jim purchased their first Ojai home. 

Marian loved Ojai. She loved the people, the weather, 
the scenery, and the history. So, when the opportunity 
arose for her to fulfill one of her lifelong dreams of 
owning a specialty boutique store in the town she loved, 
she seized the opportunity. In 1979, she opened Country 
Club Collectibles, a specialty boutique on the grounds of 
the Ojai Valley Inn. She successfully owned and operated 
Country Club Collectibles until 1988 when she decided 
to step down to take on the role as “Grammi” after the 
birth of her only granddaughter, Summer Newman (now 
Summer Tigert). 

After stepping away from the business she built and 
maintained for almost a decade, Marian and Jim used 
some of their free time to fulfill their love of traveling. 
They traveled the world together, including trips to 
Panama, Alaska, Denmark, and Mexico, to name a few. 
Marian’s love of traveling continued into her later life. She 
even took a trip to Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands for 
her 80th birthday with her son, Eric, her granddaughter, 
Summer, and Summer’s husband, Chase. It was on this 
cruise through the Galapagos that Marian was able to 
swim with sharks, see giant tortoises and pink flamingos, 
hike the beaches, take catamaran tours, and indulge on 
Ecuadorian cuisine. 

Despite traveling to many places and experiencing 
many cultures, Ojai was Marian’s home. Her love for 
others inspired her to spend nearly a decade volunteering 
for the Children’s Home Society, while her fascination 
with Ojai’s history eventually led her to volunteer as a 
docent for the Ojai Valley Museum. Marian was also 
an avid investor. For years, she was a member of the 
“Investment Club,” where she met with over savvy 
women to discuss the market, IPOs, and annual reports, 
and would then purchase and sell various stocks. Her 
friends and fellow investment club members referred 
to her as the “researcher” due to her relentless thirst for 
knowledge regarding companies and forecasts. 

Marian will continue to be part of our lives. Every time 
we have a Topa Topa Salad from Ojai Emporium or a 
fresh tomato salad from Boccali’s, we will think of her. 
Every year when we watch one of her favorite holiday 
movies, “The Holiday,” she will be there with us in spirit. 
Toddies, gardens, hummingbirds, Christmas ornaments, 
nature photography, lobster dinners in December, and 
an enduring love will forever remind us of Marian. To 
the woman who has accomplished so much and has 
provided those she loved with so many great memories 
and experiences, we love you and miss you. You will 
forever be a part of our lives. 

Marian was preceded in death by her husband, Jim, 
and her firstborn son, Chris and is survived by her 
son, Eric Newman, her granddaughter, Summer Tigert 
(Chase), and her great-grandchildren Faith Tigert (5) and 
Canon Tigert (3). 

In lieu of flowers or cards, please share any noteworthy 
memories you may have of Marian or Jim Newman by 
email to: NewmanFamilyMemories@gmail.com or via 
mail to:  The Tigert’s, 4262 Lakeshore Dr., Sagle ID 83860.

Barbara Groben 
Sunderland

Barbara Groben Sunderland 
passed away peacefully at 
her home in Ojai, California, 
surrounded by loved ones on May 
6, 2020.  She was 99 years old.  
Born and raised in Buffalo, New 
York, Barbara graduated, with a 
BA, from Bryn Mawr in 1940 and 
a master’s from Yale in 1942, both 
degrees in history.  She taught 

at Kingswood School Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan from 1942-46.  In 1946 Barbara decided that 
she wished to make a greater contribution to the world 
and returned to school at the University of Michigan at 
Ann Arbor to complete the science courses required to 
enter medical school.  She graduated from the University 
of Buffalo Medical School in the fall of 1951 in Obstetrics 
and Gynecology.  She moved to Washington, D.C., in the 
early 1950s and met her husband-to-be, Riley Sunderland 
in 1956.  They married in 1958.  While in Washington, she 
worked as the director of a federally operated women’s 
clinic and for Planned Parenthood.  Barbara and Riley 
lived in a number of places, including Williamsburg, 
Virginia and their beloved Bar Harbor, Maine.

Barbara was an avid knitter, cross-stitcher, gardener, 
a voracious reader, and a dedicated believer in 
volunteerism.  For the last 13 years of her life, she lived 
with her “nieces,” Toni Pineau and Julie Lovejoy in Ojai, 
California, where she volunteered for Help of Ojai, the Ojai 
Library, the Ojai Valley Community Hospital Foundation, 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy, and the Humane Society.  
She also regularly trounced her opponents in cribbage.  

She is survived by her nephew, William Groben, of 
Sarasota, Florida.  She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Theckla Rodenbach and George Arthur Groben, 
her sister, Margaret Groben, her brother Robert Groben, 
and her husband, Riley Sunderland.

A celebration of life will be held online on Saturday, 
September 5, 2020, at 12:00 p.m. EST.  Please contact Toni 
for more information at: memorialforbgs@gmail.com.

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
Two miniature ponies 

running in traffic lanes re-
portedly caused a two-vehi-
cle crash in Casitas Springs 
Wednesday morning.

The accident, reported 
shortly before 10:30 a.m., 
occurred in the south-
bound lane of SR 33, near 
the south end of Nye Road, 
according to the California 
Highway Patrol.

The driver of a Chevy Sil-
verado told the CHP that two 
loose horses, described as 
miniature ponies, ran in front 
of the Hyundai Accent he was 

following, causing it to stop 
abruptly and causing him to 
plow into the rear end of the 
Hyundai.

Both vehicles pulled to 
the right shoulder after the 
crash and no lanes were 
blocked.

The Hyundai had major 
rear-end damage, while the 
Silverado had major front-
end damage. Both vehicles 
required tow trucks.

The horses were caught 
and returned to their owner, 
according to CHP officer 
James Miconi.

There were no injuries re-
ported.

Little ponies cause big crash

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
Firefighters responded 

to two vegetation fires in the 
Ojai area within less than 30 
minutes Tuesday afternoon.

The first incident, 
dubbed the “Sulphur Inci-
dent,” was reported shortly 
after 4 p.m. in the 9600 block 
of Sulphur Mountain Road.

Initial reports indicated a 
fire started when power lines 
sparked, setting the vegeta-
tion on fire.

Firefighters found Edison 
power lines down in the road-
way, but no fire.

The second reported fire, 

the “Fairview Incident,” was 
reported at 4:25 p.m. in the 
300 block of Fairview Road.

Air Squad 7, which had 
flown to the earlier incident 
on Sulphur Mountain, found 
a quarter acre of grass on fire 
near an orchard.

Firefighters said they could 
handle the blaze with two en-
gines and one hand crew.

The fire was kept to about 
a quarter acre, according to 
the Ventura County Fire De-
partment.

The cause is still under 
investigation, said Brian Mc-
Grath, VCFD public informa-
tion officer.

2 fires in Ojai area Tuesday
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Post-surgical 
care

Terminal  
care

Short-term skilled rehabilitation services 
following a serious injury or illness

Long-term care for 
certain health conditions

The NEW Continuing Care Center at 
Ojai Valley Community Hospital

NOW OPEN!

Continuing Care Center
The New

Promoting healthy living in the tranquil setting of the 
beautiful Ojai Valley.

• 75 bed, state-of-the-art skilled nursing facility

• Seamless access to hospital care if needed

• Private and semi-private rooms

• Private bathrooms with showers in each room

• Hair salon, chapel and library on site

• Outdoor gardens and courtyards

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:
805/948-2000

1306 Maricopa Highway Ojai, CA  •  cmhshealth.org/ccc

Julie S. Gerard, Esquire
805-798-9165

julie@jsglawgroup.com
206 N. Signal St., Suite L Ojai, CA 93023

HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
DO YOU NEED AN ATTORNEY NOW?

Free Consultations

We provide a 24/7 hotline and have been representing victims 
of auto and motorcycle accidents, dog bites, slip and falls and 

medical malpractice claims, for over thirty years. I will get you the 
compensation you deserve so you can heal and begin your life again.

Austin Widger
awidger@ojaivalleynews.com

Ojai City Council unani-
mously passed a resolution in 
support of the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice on Aug. 25.

The report from city staff 
stated: “The pandemic has also 
meant that an unprecedented 
number of Americans have 
requested mail-in ballots for 
the upcoming election, and 
experts predict that mail-in 
ballots may account for 50 per-
cent of all votes cast, double 
the amount from the 2018 elec-
tion. Because of this, the USPS 
will play a key role in the Nov. 
3, 2020 general election and 
expects a surge in mail in ad-
vance of the election, on top 
of the surge it is already expe-

riencing.”
Seventy-two percent of 

Ventura County voters already 
vote by mail, and that number 
is increasing each year, county 
Registrar of Voters Mark Lunn 
told the Board of Supervisors 
last month.

For the Nov. 3 election, all 
Ventura County voters have 
been mailed postcards in Eng-
lish and Spanish explaining 
that: “Every voter will receive a 
Vote By Mail ballot for the Nov. 
3 Presidential General Elec-
tion. Your ballot will be mailed 
to you on Oct. 5 to promote 
safe voting at home. You do not 
need to request a Vote by Mail 
ballot.”

There will also be 33 secure 
ballot drop boxes open, begin-

ning Oct. 6.
Also, there will be 47 in-

person voting locations avail-
able throughout Ventura 
County open Saturday, Oct. 31, 
through Election Day on Nov. 
3. They will be open 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. through Nov. 2, and will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Election Day.

The full list of voting lo-
cations and ballot drop boxes 
can be found in the county 
Voter Information Guide that is 
mailed to each voter or at www.
VenturaVote.org under “Elec-
tion forms.”

Also available is “Remote 
Accessible Vote By Mail,” which 
is available for any voter to re-
ceive an electronic ballot to 
print and return. The applica-

tion for that ballot is at www.
VenturaVote.org, under “Elec-
tion forms.”

Lunn told the supervi-
sors that he is asking voters 
to “please, please, please” use 
the vote-by-mail option while 
there is a pandemic and as flu 
season approaches.

The new voting system will 
allow people to cast their votes 
anywhere in the county.

Supervisor Linda Parks 
said voting by mail will increase 
the speed of voting results and 
reduce glitches that can occur.

Lunn said that, “National-
ly, there is talk about distrust of 
voting by mail. The premise for 
that is incorrect.” He said there 
are specific rules about when 
people are on the voter roll, 

when they are off and when 
they vote. He said every vote 
cast by mail has to have the 
signature of the voter, and that 
Ventura County voter fraud 
unit is “very vibrant.”

He concluded that vote by 
mail “will serve the democracy 
well.”

The Ojai City Council reso-
lution calls for Congress to “im-
mediately restore the USPS’s 
full funding so that it may ful-
fill its function of delivering 
mail, including mail-in ballots 
for the upcoming Nov. 3, 2020 
General Election.”

The resolution also calls 
for Congress to pass the Postal 
Service Funding Bill approving 
$25 billion in aid to the USPS. 
The House of Representatives 

passed the bill on Aug. 21.
Mayor Johnny Johnston 

said: “There’s one declaration 
I would hope we could add to 
this, which is that the postal 
equipment that was removed 
would be restored. Not that it 
necessarily will get restored, 
but I think in the interest of our 
community we should at least 
ask for it. I will so move (to ap-
prove).”

The City Council, in the 
resolution, encourages all resi-
dents to contact their elected 
officials and state their support 
for the USPS and its funding as 
well.

To view the entire resolu-
tion, visit drive.google.com/
file/d/19WZh3ka-vXiOlUN-
sGON_hWbmkcE4Tpao/view.

Ballots headed to every mailbox in Ojai Valley next month

Nursing homes:
  Continued from Page A1

the Ventura County Commu-
nicable Disease Office facili-
tates testing all staff and resi-
dents immediately and then 
weekly until the outbreak is 
resolved. 

The first two COVID-19 
deaths in Ojai and the first 
death in Oak View were also 
reported this week by Ventu-
ra County Public Health.

Ojai City Manager James 
Vega provided an update at 
the Aug. 25 Ojai City Council 
meeting.

Vega identified how the 

spread has increased expo-
nentially in the 93023 ZIP 
code since the end of May. 
On May 26, Ojai had six CO-
VID-19 cases ever, compared 
with 912 total cases in Ven-
tura County.

By June 22, there were 
still just 14 cases ever in Ojai, 
and at the end of July it was 
at 29. That was during the pe-
riod in which cases county-
wide were increasing expo-
nentially and stood at 4,615, 
Vega said.

Vega said: “Most recently, 

Aug. 25 you’ll see a couple of 
things. We’re still seeing this 
30-day double for the county, 
but the one concerning thing 
here in Ojai is we did notice 
over this last month that 
there’s been a bigger spike in 
Ojai and also in Oak View. 

“I think we’re still an 
area that has had really good 
numbers so far, and I think 
everybody has gone above 
and beyond to try to mitigate 
the risk.”

On Aug. 25, Ojai was up 
to 82 COVID-19 cases ever, 

and Oak View stood at 59. 
Vega highlighted that 

with more questions being 
asked about local residen-
tial and commercial evic-
tion moratoriums, both will 
remain in place through the 
duration of the local state 
of emergency. Copies of the 
moratoriums can be found 
on the www.ojaicity.org CO-
VID-19 page.

As far as outdoor activi-
ties, Vega said: “We have is-
sued 15 permits to the busi-
nesses and restaurants for 

expanded outdoor space, 
which I think is actually 
more than we were expect-
ing. I think that’s a good ratio 
for how many businesses we 
have. So we have 15 permits 
now. We’re working on one 
pending now, which is going 
to be kind of an interesting 
one where we’re looking at 
utilizing a couple of parking 
spaces to do it.”

With the outdoor fitness 
program, the city was charg-
ing instructors a reduced fee 
of $20 per class. However, 

staff heard from the Parks 
and Recreation Commission 
that fee may be too high, so it 
was reduced to $20 per week 
with positive results.

Vega concluded: “Next 
month, I think the big one 
will be for us is, we’ve figured 
out how to do distanced in-
dividual gymnastics drills, 
where it’ll be outdoors. That 
one we think there will be a 
big demand for. We’re trying 
to stay creative in ways that 
we can provide some options 
for businesses and residents.”



Decibel-level laws 
must be enforced

JAY NORTH — Ojai
Why is it that motorcyclists are 

allowed to speed up and down our 
streets and highways making so 
much noise? Clearly, the noise up-
sets the residents, not to mention, 
dogs, cat and horses.

Recently, on Main Street in Ven-
tura, there were no fewer than two-
dozen men displaying their rac-
ing ability and very noisy “bikes,” 
which is clearly against the law. 
When will the authorities enforce a 
law that has been in effect for more 
than 30 years? 

Question everything,
do your own research

PEGGY JORDAN — Ojai 
I am writing in response to Dr. 

Jim Halverson's Aug. 14 column 
claiming that using hydroxychlo-
roquine to treat COVID-19 is dan-
gerous, “Hydroxychloroquine: An 
illustration of doctors’ challenge 
treating COVID-19.”

In my own research of the ill-
ness and potential treatments, 
there are differing experiences with 
the protocols and outcomes.

According to General Counsel 
Andrew Schlafly of the American 
Association of Physicians and 
Surgeons, “The mortality rate from 
COVID-19 in countries that allow 
access to HCQ is only one-tenth the 
mortality rate in countries where 
there is interference with this medi-
cation, such as the United States.”

In some areas of Central Amer-
ica, officials are going door to door 
to distribute HCQ. These countries 
have been successful in limiting the 
mortality from COVID-19 to only 
a fraction of what it is in wealthier 
countries.

HCQ had been available and 
widely used in Switzerland until 
use was suspended on May, 27, a 
few days after the negative May 22 
Lancet medical journal prompted 
the World Health Organization to 
suspend its drug trials. 

However, this study was found 
to be fraudulent and retracted on 
June 4. On June 11, Switzerland 
reinstated use of HCQ. 

During this 20-day window, 
there was a dramatic increase in 
Swiss mortality without the avail-
ability of HCQ.

According to a study by Johns 
Hopkins University during the 
weeks preceding the Swiss ban, the 
fatality ratio index for Switzerland 
fluctuated between 3% to 5%. Dur-
ing the ban, the fatality ration index 
rose to 10% to 15%.

Permission to reference and 
paraphrase this information was 
obtained with the office of Dr. Jef-
frey Dach, M.D., and taken from his 
writings regarding HCQ on his web-
site,  http://jeffreydachmd.com/.

Please refer to his web site for 
much more information and data 
proving his claims.

Please, people, do your own 
research. Think for yourselves and 
question everything.

How to stop spreading
COVID-19 in stores

VICTORIA BALDWIN — Ojai
My son retired from the U.S. 

Forest Service due to chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. 
He moved from Ojai to Hua Hin, 
Thailand, where he is safe, because 
Thailand requires masks in public 
and safe practices in stores.

In Hua Hin and throughout 
Thailand, businesses can open and 
stay open if their customers scan a 
bar code on the door of a business 
using their iPhone app.

Once admitted, the customer 
is given a temperature reading and 
hand sanitizer before proceed-
ing. Store personnel monitor their 
customers from the time they enter 
until the time they exit (when they 
scan the exit bar code with their 
iPhone app.) 

If, during the time in the store, 
another customer later becomes ill, 
a COVID-19 alert is sent to every-

one who was in the store during 
that exact period of time. Contact 
tracing is done automatically, using 
that time-based data going for-
ward.

In Thailand, prevention screen-
ing and follow-up are mandated for 
all stores open to the public, with-
out exception. 

Stores are also rated several 
ways by each customer through 
their iPhones, which is sent to a 
central agency to advise the store 
owner of any noncompliance is-
sues. 

Noncompliance will result in 
that store closing if not corrected 
immediately.

Current politics hinder flatten-
ing the curve. This recommended 
way takes the politics out while the 
public now has a vested interest in 
complying to keep their favorite 
places open.

I noticed recently downtown 
that some people in Ojai walk 
around without masks, passing by 
others, when it is known that aero-
solized particles remain in the air 
far longer than prior science knew. 
The least we can do is regulate large 
gatherings in stores by learning to 
act responsible to ensure business-
es will stay open. 

This may be an issue for our 
town council or even our state to 
consider.

This is not a fight we can win 
without public agreement to prac-
tice safety. This is not a political 
issue. We need to change how we 
behave. 
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Letters to the Editor

thumbs up
thumbs down

EDITORIAL

• Thumbs up to the Ojai Valley’s resourceful hardworking 
teachers and staff helping students learn during the pandemic.

• Thumbs down to the city of Ojai for wasting vast amounts of 
time and energy on insignificant, near worthless issues, while 
other communities are devastated by the realities of COVID-19.

• Thumbs down to Rep. Julia Brownley for allowing  
robo calls at 6:40 a.m. 

• Thumbs down on the overflow garbage behind Beacon Coffee.

• Thumbs down to Ventura River Water and Meiners Oaks Water districts 
that joined together to sue Casitas Municipal Water District. The city of 
Ventura has us turning on each other and it makes us weaker.

• Thumbs down to the Ventura County Board of Supervisors for not remov-
ing Father Serra from the county seal. 

Rethinking
policing

Rights we take seriously:
— The right to peaceful public  

assembly.
— Innocent till proved guilty.
Nationwide, law enforcement is facing in-

creasing public scrutiny due to horrific abuses 
of power, as exemplified by the killing of George 
Floyd in Minnesota on May 25, and the latest 
shooting of Jacob Blake in Wisconsin on Aug. 23.

Only two months ago, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed a ban on strangleholds. That is just the 
beginning of the changes needed. The Ojai 
Valley News calls upon the governor to make 
good on his call for the creation of standardized 
crowd-control measures. Tear gas is a chemical 
weapon banned in warfare by the Geneva Con-
vention, yet permitted for use against Califor-
nians exercising their legal rights.

What right do the police have to beat people 
with batons, fire tear gas or rubber bullets into 
their faces, and use tasers indiscriminately at 
protests?

These policies and actions do not reflect 
their stated duty to protect and serve. Their 
services are essential and appreciated. However, 
the overreach we have witnessed demonstrates 
the need for reform.

Recently, the media have shown police con-
fronting protesters head on in power struggles, 
rather than protecting property and apprehend-
ing those committing crimes. While police are 
lining up with batons, tasers, rubber bullets and 
tear gas that they turn on law-abiding citizens, 
hoodlums are taking advantage of an opportu-
nity, breaking into buildings, looting and setting 
fires. When federal law enforcement officers 
arrived in Portland, Oregon, they appeared to 
be more interested in playing gladiator, taking 
up positions like a futuristic redcoat regiment in 
a defensive square.

As of June, at least 60 protesters across the 
country have sustained serious head injuries, 
including a broken jaw, traumatic brain inju-
ries, and blindness, including seven people who 
have lost an eye. The punishment needs to fit 
the crime.

One of the 10 recently introduced California 
bills on police reform is:

Assembly Bill 66 (Gonzalez): Ban on crowd-
control devices that would:

• Prohibit the use of kinetic projectiles and 
chemical agents by law enforcement on peace-
ful protesters or to facilitate curfews.

• Prohibit the use of tear gas by law enforce-
ment.

• Set clear minimum standards for use of 
these “less lethal” weapons by law enforcement. 

• Require data collection on the use of, and 
any resulting injuries from, these “less lethal” 
weapons.

The Ojai Valley News appreciates the city of 
Ojai’s adoption of a resolution this week stand-
ing against racial injustice and supporting racial 
equality. However, support and adoption with-
out substantive change will not be enough. We 
are calling for a meaningful reassessment of our 
community’s needs. The OVN is not calling for 
“defunding police,” but the city needs to rene-
gotiate and reduce its expired contract with the 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Office, as we pay more 
per capita than any city in the county. The City 
Council must take a more active role in sheriff 
services and become involved with the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol, which also polices us. These 
departments work for us!

The OVN calls upon Gov. Newsom, state 
Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, Assemblymember 
Monique Limon and Supervisor Steve Bennett 
to limit the types of weapons used against resi-
dents and restrict some police tactics. Institute 
accountability and transparency, and restore 
the true mission of the police to “protect and 
serve.”

Please work with state legislators to get 
some of the 10 proposed reform bills passed 
such as:

AB 66 (Gonzalez) Ban on Crowd Control 
Devices; AB1506 (McCarty) Use of Force Inves-
tigations, AB 1652 (Wicks) Corralling Protest-
ers; AB1022 (Holden) Consequences for Use of 
Force; SB 776 (Skinner) Peace office Records.

Speak your mind:

gomez@ojaicity.org

monique.limon@asm.ca.gov

senator.jackson@senate.ca.gov

steve.bennett@ventura.org

Gov. Gavin Newsom: 916-445-2841 
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cottagehealth.org/urgentcare

   Now Open in Oxnard

Cottage quality.
Urgent care.

Cottage clinical providers

Goal of complete care in 45 minutes

Walk-ins and online appointments

X-ray and lab services

Open 8 a.m.–8 p.m., 365 days a year

Cottage Urgent  
Care Oxnard

Now Open at 
360 W. Esplanade Dr.

W. Esplanade Dr.

Spur Dr.

Cottage  
Urgent
Care

N. Oxnard Blvd.

Services & Conditions Treated:
Cold or flu symptoms, scrapes or minor cuts, sore throat, earache, urinary infections, fever, sprains, 

sports physicals, allergies, headaches, minor burns or bruises, minor fracture, skin complaints, 

foreign object in eye or nose, rash, poison oak, minor allergic reactions



of heat-sensor detectors in ga-
rages when homes are remod-
eled.

The code changes reflect 
the city’s focus on doing what 
it can to lessen the risk of a fire 
starting and spreading with-
in the city, Vega said. “We’ve 
made good strides toward this, 
and I think our biggest chal-
lenge moving forward, with 
fire science showing how far 
embers can spread, is the risk 
of fire starting outside of the 
city and coming into the city.”

To address the threat, the 
city has prioritized tree trim-
ming and maintenance, the 
goal being to reduce combus-
tible material so that if embers 
do spread into the city, the 
chance of trees igniting and 
fire spreading is reduced.

When the city proposed 
Measure “C,” it said it would 
prioritize tree maintenance. 
Though funding has been a 
challenge for cities due to the 
pandemic, the Ojai City Coun-
cil adopted a budget with 
more funding for tree trim-
ming and maintenance this 
year, Vega said.

The city is also planning to 
discuss the city’s fire map, and 
whether to adopt any changes, 
at the next Ojai City Council 
meeting, he added.

This fall, the city will be-
gin a project to remove several 
hundred non-native trees and 
other invasive plants, and re-

store habitat, along a one-mile 
stretch of Stewart Creek, in the 
southwest part of the city.

In April, the project was 
awarded a $864,000 grant from 
the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, and the city 
contracted with The C.R.E.W. 
(Concerned Resource and En-
vironmental Workers) to per-
form the work.

“Over the next two years, 
we’re going to be taking out 
select trees, eucalyptus and 
palm trees, particularly, and 
then leaving all the oak and 
walnut trees, because those 
are protected,” said Jennifer 
Berry, executive director with 
The C.R.E.W.

Once the trees are re-
moved, Berry said, workers 
will go back in right away and 
plant oaks and riparian plants 
where the invasive trees had 
been, “so that regrowth gets to 
start immediately.”

The C.R.E.W. will be work-
ing with the California Con-
servation Corps on the proj-
ect, Berry said.

Even though the county’s 
June 1 brush clearance dead-
line has passed, Berry said it’s 
not too late for residents to 
lower the risk of fire on their 
property.

The C.R.E.W. can help, of-
fering property owners a free 
chipping program during the 
summer and fall to clear un-
wanted trees, old wood piles 

and dead brush. “We’re defi-
nitely still very much engaged 
in doing that deeper layer of 
fuel reduction,” Berry said.

The Ojai Valley Wildfire 
Safety & Chipping Program of-
fered four drop-off events this 
summer at the HELP of Ojai 
West Campus, 370 Baldwin 
Road in Ojai. There’s one more 
scheduled Sept. 12.

The C.R.E.W. also offers 
curbside chipping throughout 
the Ojai Valley, from Casitas 
Springs to Oak View to Mein-
ers Oaks to Upper Ojai. “A lot 
of people don’t have trucks, 
and they don’t have hauling 
capacity, but they can get it 
down to the curb,” Berry said.

Residents can get the ma-
terial chipped and then have 
wood chips for mulching and 
landscaping.

Curbside chipping re-
quires people to register be-
forehand on The C.R.E.W. 
website. No pre-registration 
is required for drop-off chip-
ping.

The next curbside chip-
ping event is set for Aug. 29 
for residents of Ojai, Meiners 
Oaks and Mira Monte.

Low-income residents 
who are seniors, disabled or 
military veterans are eligible 
for free clearance services to 
create defensible space.

In addition, Berry said, 
The C.R.E.W. is often hired by 
homeowners to come in and 

do deep brush clearing and re-
moval on their property. “The 
community is really, really 
aware that we’re vulnerable to 

fire,” she said, “but also what 
can be done to help mitigate 
that vulnerability.”

For more information, 

and to register for curbside 
chipping or free clearance ser-
vices, visit thecrew.org/fire-
safety.
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Riki Strandfeldt 
Direct: (805) 

 

794-6474 

Your call is always welcomed. 

CA DRE Lic
 

. # 01262026 

em
 

ail:  
Riki4RealEstate@aol.com 

 

109 N. Blanche St. Suite 100 

Ojai CA 93023 

I have qualified Buyers looking 

 for Ojai Valley property. 

If you've thought about Selling,  
please contact me. 

 

Inquiries are confidential. 

WWhhaatt''ss  oonn  tthhee  MMaarrkkeett  TTooddaayy:: 

www.Riki4RealEstate.com 
(No sign-in or registration required) 

Search listings on the Ojai Vall
 

ey + Ventura County/CR-MLS 
View my listings & recent sales 

PLEASE SPAY & NEUTER YOUR PETS

OJAI VALLEY REAL ESTATE
805-646-7229 • CA BRE#0122952

PAID FOR BY  DALE HANSON ~ REALTOR®, NOTARY

ZABILLA GROUP
Live Where You Love

Real Estate Team

A beloved Ojai institution is now available for sale: A profitable self-serve, 3-bay, Car Wash, sitting on TWO LEGAL LOTS, just one block 
off Ojai Avenue. Totaling approximately 15,000sqft, this land is zoned Village Mixed Use which allows for a variety of residential and com-
mercial uses. Equipment significantly upgraded in 2005. Great cash business suitable for an Owner/Operator or Developer pursuing the 
perfect location for their next big project.  | See More at 109Fox.com | Offered at $775,000

DOWNTOWN OJAI COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY

HomesByRosalie.com

For More Infomation Visit: 
HomesByRosalie.com

© Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark. This material is based upon information which we consider reliable but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or 
complete and it should not be relied upon as such. This off ering is subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the off erings of other real estate 
brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.  Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affi  liated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity. Featured Agent: Rosalie Zabilla DRE: 1493361, Annie Cox DRE: 2093166

Rosalie Zabilla
805.455.3183
Rosalie@HomesbyRosalie.com
DRE: 01493361 DRE: 02093166

Annie Cox 
818.517.9440 
Annie.Cox@sothebyshomes.com

NEW PRICE!

Tom Weber - Broker  •  805-320-2004
CalDRE# 00805061  •  TomWeber@ojaitom.com

108 SOUTH MONTGOMERY STREET  $2,099,000

Prime Commercial Real Estate in downtown Ojai with well established bakery, breakfast and lunch 
restaurant.  Located In the heart of downtown and just steps away from all of Ojai’s events and attractions.

Austin Widger
awidger@ojaivalleynews.com

Ojai City Council 
unanimously adopted a 
resolution Aug. 25 sup-
porting racial equality 
and denouncing racial 
injustice.

The resolution was 
authored by Ojai City 
Manager James Vega 
and other city staff in re-
sponse to an update the 
City Council received at 
its July 14 meeting on 
Ventura County Sheriff’s 
Office services, costs and 
policies. At that meet-
ing, Councilman Randy 
Haney directed staff to 
bring forth such a resolu-
tion denouncing racism 
and intolerance.

“It did get to the es-
sence of what the dis-
cussion was in that mo-
ment,” Haney said.

Councilman William 
Weirick said it was very 
well written.

The resolution reads, 

in part: “The City Coun-
cil of the city of Ojai finds 
and declares as follows:

“1. Declares that the 
city stands against racial 
injustice;

“2. Declares that the 
city of Ojai is dedicated 
to serving all people with 
fairness, dignity and re-

spect;
“3. Declares that the 

city of Ojai is committed 
to continually improv-
ing all of its policies and 
practices.”

To view the resolu-
tion in its entirety, go to 
https://tinyurl.com/y3x-
l8cu6.

Ojai Valley News photo by Holly Roberts

People rally for Black Lives Matter at the Y intersection 
near the Vons shopping center in Ojai on Aug. 23.

City Council takes stand
for racial equality, justice

outside their home and sold 
items that were either natu-
ral or made from recycled 
materials.

Stands selling veg-
etables and fruit, such as 
apricots, soon expanded to 
potted plants such as suc-
culents, packets of seeds, 
and dolls made of reused 
materials.

Some of the materials 

for the potted plants have 
been donated by local art-
ists.

Sales are done on the 
honor system to keep every-
one safe, though some of the 
kids work their stands for a 
few hours on weekends.

The club holds a week-
ly Zoom meeting with its 
members, complete with 
an agenda written by Nova. 

During the meeting, the 
children discuss organiza-
tions they’d like to donate 
to. Choosing the organiza-
tions is done by a vote.

The club has raised more 
than $1,300 and donated 
over half of that to local na-
ture organizations such as 
Ventura Wild, the Humane 
Society of Ventura County, 
Los Padres ForestWatch and 

the Ojai Raptor Center.
The children donated 

enough money to the Rap-
tor Center to earn them a 
field trip to an actual raptor 
release. “It was a red-tailed 
hawk, so they got to go see it 
fly away,” Lakes said.

The club’s next donation 
will be going to the NAACP 
Environmental and Climate 
Justice Program.

Building on the All 
Things Natural idea, the 
club has now turned into 
a class at Valley Oak taught 
by Lakes. A stand will be set 
up at the school, while the 
stands outside homes will 
continue, Lakes said.

All Things Natural 
stands can be found on 
South Padre Juan Avenue, El 
Conejo Drive, Encinal Ave-

nue and the entrance to the 
Ojai Meadows Preserve.

The kids’ entrepreneur-
ial and philanthropic spirit 
has been overwhelming, ac-
cording to Lakes. “It blows 
me away that they decided 
to call me and ask for my 
help. It just made me feel re-
ally good,” she said. “We’ve 
had so much fun with it this 
summer.”

Kids club:
  Continued from Page A1

Fire prevention:
  Continued from Page A1
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Patty Waltcher
LIV Sotheby’s International Realty

727 W Ojai Ave, Ojai, CA 93023

805.340.3774
pattywaltcher@mac.com

DRE 01176473

This beautiful downtown building is the 
location of Contempo Hair Salon, which 
has been in business for over 40 years. The 
property is zoned mixed use -- business, 
retail space, art studio or gallery, a 
restaurant, or a day spa, offi  ce space and/
or residence. There is an existing kitchen, 
a separate spa room and a spacious half 
bath that could easily accommodate a 
shower. The exterior with mature trees, 
a patio with a pergola, a covered porch 
and ample parking. The possibilities 
are endless. It is located in a very quiet 
location across from Libbey Park.

This desirable neighborhood home is 
within walking distance to Downtown 
Ojai. Home features 2 bedrooms 1 

bath with a Murphy Bed and ductless Heating/AC units. 
The yards are low maintenance and has great mountain 
views on a quiet street. Won’t last long! Priced to sell!

1207 ANITA AVE.
$455,000

805-231-5075 mmctavish@c21everest.com

SOLD $10k over asking

MMariearie
MCTavishTavish

DRE# 01063382

FOR ALL YOUR

REAL ESTATE NEEDS
CALL

A GREAT SERVICE

WITH HONESTY AND

INTEGRITY

LOWER RATES bugs@ojaitermite.com FREE ESTIMATES
State License #OPR6493 • Serving Ventura, Santa Barbara & L.A. Counties 11584 N. Ventura Ave. Ojai, CA 93023

Serving the Ojai Valley for Over 40 Years!
General

    Pest & 
    Termite
    Control

Organic 
    Pest Control
    Available
    (GoGreen)

Termite
    Reports for
    Escrows

Fumigations
    (Subcontracted)

Fungi (Dr
    Rot) & Termite
    Damage
    Repair

Dead / Live
    Animal
    Removal

USE A LOCAL FIRMUSE A LOCAL FIRM

RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL
DISINFECTANT and SANITATION SERVICES

COVID-19
Now offering:

1117 Sunnyglenn Avenue Ojai, California 93023
Classic yet versatile design
$959,000

502 Oak Creek Lane Ojai, California 93023
Contemporary two story home
$929,000

311 Drown Avenue Ojai, California 93023
Cute east Ojai Bungalow
$750,000

4014 Highway 33 Ojai, California 93023
The Place Resturant and Pub
$450,000

Amanda Stanworth
805.218.8117
DRE 01262333
astanworth@livsothebysrealty.

© 2020 LIV Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. All data, including all measurements and calculations are obtained from various sources and has not and will not be 
verified by Broker.  All information shall be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy. LIV Sotheby’s International Realty is independently owned and operated and supports 
the principals of theFair Housing Act.

Teresa Rooney
805.340.8928

DRE 00599443
trooney@livsothebysrealty.

Kristen Currier
805.798.3757
DRE 01314850
kcurrier@livsothebysrealty.com

Kathy Hoff
805.290.6907

DRE 05994306
kathy@kathyhoff.com

© 2020 LIV Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. All data, including all measurements and calculations are obtained from various sources and has not and will not be verified by Broker. 
All information shall be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy. LIV Sotheby’s International Realty is independently owned and operated and supports the principals of the Fair Housing Act.

86 Kunkle Street Oak View, California 93022
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom with Pool!
$779,000

410 Church #43 Ojai, CA 93023
3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom, 1,758sqft Ojai Condo
$699,000

1014 Creekside #C Ojai, California 93023
3 Bedroom Beautiful Ojai Home!
$589,000 

89 Willey Street Ojai, California 93023
4 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom with Pool!
$645,000

SOLD JUST LISTED

SOLD SOLD



A8
FRIDAY,
AUG. 28, 2020

Holly Humphry, Realtor
805-646-4911 x104
CA. Lic# 00875307

Dale Hanson, Realtor
805-646-7229 x102
CA. Lic# # 01229522

Carol Blanton, Broker
805-798-2246 x110
CA. Lic# # 01013216

Glenn Kuhr, Realtor
805-760-0366 x105
CA. Lic# # 01707086

Ojai Valley Real EstateOjai Valley Real Estate
Sales / Property Management / Notary • Sales / Property Management / Notary • 221 E Matilija St., Ojai | (805) 646-4911 www.ojaivalleyrealestate.com221 E Matilija St., Ojai | (805) 646-4911 www.ojaivalleyrealestate.com

 for Lease or Month-to-Month
Shared or Private Furnished or Unfurnished

$250 to $3,500 per month
200 to 2500 sq. ft .

Call Ron (805) 646-4911
CA. Lic. #01049373

DOWNTOWN OFFICEDOWNTOWN OFFICE
OR RETAIL SPACEOR RETAIL SPACE

SOLD!SOLD!

Lovely Oaks West home with many recent upgrades! Kitchen with white cabinetry, granite 

counter tops, farm house sink, new fi xtures & appliances.  Remodeled bathrooms with new 

vanities, fl ooring & fi xtures. New paint inside & out, PEX plumbing, roof, heater & A/C. 

$688,000 Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

SENIOR 55 PLUSSENIOR 55 PLUS

Located on the outside edge of this small friendly senior park community in the Mira Monte 

neighborhood, walk to Meiners Oaks. 3 beds with bright open kitchen. Recent interior & 

exterior paint, private yard with storage shed. This turnkey home is a real value!

$189,000   Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

WE’RE OPEN!WE’RE OPEN!DEEMED ESSENTIALDEEMED ESSENTIAL

Comfortable 5 bedroom, 3 bath home has a producing 5 acre orchard included. A spacious 

second fl oor has one of the two potential master suites and a loft that adds a unique 

addition. Mountain views.

$1,250,000   Glenn Kuhr 805-760-0366

                                      RESIDENTIAL + 5 ACRE GROVE! RESIDENTIAL + 5 ACRE GROVE! 

Glen

                      PRIVATE CONDO!PRIVATE CONDO!

One of the best in Hitching Post. This condo is tucked away and private. All one level with 

private backyard, plus a private patio off the master bedroom. Wood fl oors throughout 

and other upgrades.  $699,000   Dale Hanson 805-646-7229

Dale
ext#102

SOLD!SOLD!

Originally a single family neighborhood, now mixed use with development potential. Buyer 

is encouraged to check with the City of Ventura for allowed uses. Large deep lot with small 

home in serious disrepair. Value is in the land.

$480,000 Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

Well cared for and nicely updated home in one of Ojai’s favorite gated senior park with a 

large pool, salt water spa, shuffl eboard, billiard room. Located on the outside perimeter 

of the park with a spacious side and back yard that has its own gate to exit the park. 

$139,000 Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

char michaels

Impeccable Spanish Colonial Revival Estate 

Romantic, Vintage Victorian

www.ojaihomes4sale.com | char@ojaikw.com | 805.620.2438
ojai real estate group | michaels+associates | DRE 00878649

Tucked away on an Upper Ojai peaceful lane sits a beautiful flat 
usable 2.4 acres dotted with oaks and impressive views to the 
Topa’s. Serve yourself a slice of the Country Life! | $530,000

Build Your Own Dream Home

This spectacular estate has 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a detached artist’s studio, 
saltwater pool, solar, 3 car garage and exquisite grounds. The home showcases 
it’s original vintage tile floors open-beamed ceilings and a dream kitchen. 
The second story master suite has a sumptuous spa-quality bath. Outside 
pathways lead to a wall-enclosed saltwater pool, all a stone’s throw from the 
charms of Ojai’s downtown village. | $3,995,000

A beautiful 4 bedroom, 4 bath main house, plus 
2+2 Cottage and separate studio apartment on 
nearly half an acre. An in-town sanctuary, just 
waiting for your creative vision! | $2,295,000
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Black lives bigger
than basketball

Mike Miller
mike@ojaivalleynews.com
In this multipart feature, 

we continue our effort to hon-
or student-athletes who have 
been inducted into the Nord-
hoff High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame. The week we’ll recog-
nize the remaining members 
of the sixth class as well and 
class number seven, which 
was inducted in 1996. The 
featured outstanding student-
athletes include: 
Sixth Hall of Fame Class 
(Inducted in 1992), con-
tinued from Aug. 21

Charles Manuel — Base-
ball (graduated in 1939): 
Manuel was the leading 
pitcher on three league 
championship teams (1937, 
1938, 1939) and was picked 
as the All-League pitcher 
all three seasons. He was 
also the No. 1 player on the 
school’s tennis team for two 
years and a member of the 
basketball squad. After high 
school, he attended present-
day UCSB, where he lettered 
for three years in baseball.

Larry Messer — Basket-
ball (graduated in 1984): As 
a point guard in basketball, 
Messer was chosen All-CIF, 
All-County, All-League and 
League MVP during his se-
nior season when the Rang-
ers defeated Santa Clara 
for the league champion-
ship. Messer also was chosen 
All-League as a junior and 
was a leading player on the 
Ranger tennis team. He con-
tinued his basketball career 
at Cuesta College.

Joy Beckett — Softball 
(graduated in 1985): As a 
pitcher, Beckett was an All-
League softball player her 
final three years at Nord-
hoff. She was also All-League 
in basketball for two years, 
earning All-CIF as a se-
nior. Beckett additionally 
earned All-League in volley-
ball for two years. She went 
on to play both softball and 
volleyball at Ventura College 
while earning All-Conference 
honors. Beckett later gradu-
ated from Abilene Christian 
University in Texas where 
she attended on a volleyball 
scholarship.

Ty Jeffrey — Track and 

Field (graduated in 1986): Jef-
frey was the league champion 
in the 120 high hurdles and 
330 intermediate hurdles, 
as well as the long jump as a 
senior.  He qualified for CIF 
three different seasons in a 
total of four different events 
in track. He was also an out-
standing contributor on the 
cross country team helping 
the 1985 team finish in third 
place in CIF. Jeffrey went on to 
compete at Ventura College.
Seventh Hall of Fame 
Class (Inducted in 1996):

Stan Coburn — Basket-
ball (graduated in 1967): Co-
burn was the team captain 
and an All-League player on 
the 1967 CIF boys’ basketball 
championship team. Coburn 
also led the school’s golf team 
to its first ever league cham-
pionship, as well as a seventh 
place finish in the CIF finals 
during his senior year. After 
graduation, Stan attended 
Ventura College where he 
helped the men’s tennis team 
win the Western States Con-
ference title. Later, he com-
peted at Chico State where 
he was the No. 1 men’s tennis 
player.

Greg Stafford — Golf 
(graduated in 1968): In golf, 
Stafford helped lead the 
Rangers to the 1967 league 
championship and a sev-
enth-place finish in the CIF 
finals. The following year as a 
senior, Stafford was the indi-
vidual league champion and 
advanced to the CIF Individ-
ual finals. He was also a two-
time cross country runner for 
the Rangers who also served 
as the team captain. After 
graduating, Stafford contin-
ued to excel at golf at Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo where he 
played for four years, served 
as team captain, and ad-
vanced to the NCAA Champi-
onships twice.

Greg McNeil — Cross 
Country (graduated in 1986): 
McNeil was All-CIF, All-Coun-
ty, and All-League in cross 
country as a senior in helping 
to lead his team to the league 
title and a third-place fin-
ish in the CIF finals. In 1986, 
McNeil qualified for the Ju-
nior World Cycling Champi-

Ojai native and former 
Nordhoff standout golfer 
Lonnie Gibson captured 
his fifth Soule Park Senior 
Golf Club Champion-
ship in the last six years. 
Gibson’s 153 two-day to-
tal edged runner-up Rick 
O’Hara by a narrow mar-
gin of six strokes. Gibson 
overcame some rust after 
not playing much since 
the COVID shutdown and 
a sore knee to become the 
winningest senior of the 
annual club champion-
ship in the club’s 50-year 
history. 

Ken Lake’s Super Se-
nior victory over defend-
ing champ Roy Rodriguez 
by nine shots was his first 
victory in the flight. All of 
the seniors in this flight 
had to be born before 
1939, which means all 
golfers in the flight were 81 
years old or above. 

Club champion re-
sults: Lonny Gibson (78-

75: 153), Rick O’Hara (76-
83: 159), David Dewing 
(83-77: 160), Earl Whetsell 
(81-81: 162)
Super senior results: 
(81+): Ken Lakes (87-88: 
175), Roy Rodriguez (93-
91: 184), Dave Nakada (92-
96: 188), Charles Dewing 
(96-93)

Low New Results:  Ter-
ry Blom (63-73: 136) and 
Ron Adolphson (69-68: 
137)
Other golf action:

The Soule Park Men’s 
Club recently escaped the 
summer Ojai heat as they 
made the short trip to Oli-
vas Links for their annual 
away tournament. The 
format was a blind draw 
two-man event and the 
players enjoyed a terrific 
afternoon of golf. 

When the dust settled, 
the scorecards tallied and 
the players paired with 
their partners, the two-
some of David Corey and 

Photo submitted

The 1983 Nordhoff’s girls’ volleyball championship team in-
cluded five future Hall of Fame athletes on the roster. The 
team include (back row left to right) Heather Lindblom, Lisa 
Dalmatoff, Amy Svikhart, Christy Sawyer, and Coach Cher 
Glass. Front row (left to right): Leeana Merriweather, Joy Beck-
ett, Kari Zimmerman, Lucy Tautz, and Stephanie Shank. The 
five Hall of Famers included Zimmerman (inducted in 1990), 
Beckett (inducted in 1992), Svikhart and Merriweather (both 
inducted in 1996), and Glass (inducted in 2001).

Photo submitted

Greg Stafford was one of 
Nordhoff’s top golfers in the 
1960s. He went on to play 
while at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. 

Honoring Nordhoff’s Hall of Fame athletes, Part 4

Gibson captures record fifth Soule Senior’s crown

Photo submitted

Five-time Soule Park Senior Men’s Golf Men’s 2020 Champion Lonnie Gibson (right) is con-
gratulated by runner-up Rick O’Hara.  

onships by earning a bronze 
medal in the USA National 
Championships. In 1989, he 
once again qualified for the 
World Championships in 
cycling and he also, in 1992, 
participated in the Olym-
pic Trials and was a member 
of the USA team in the Pan 
American games. McNeil 
graduated from Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo.

Leanna Merriweather 
— Volleyball (graduated in 
1987): During Merriweather’s 
four-year varsity volleyball 
career, she was All-League 
(4 times), All-CIF(4 times), 
All-State (2 years), and All-
American as a senior. Merri-
weather was co-MVP with her 
teammate, Amy Svikhart, in 
both the CIF and State tour-
naments. She helped lead her 
team to four league cham-
pionships, three CIF cham-
pionships, and one state 
title. Merriweather moved on 
to the University of Hawaii, 
where she was a member of 
the NCAA Division 1 Cham-
pionship team.

Amy Svikhart — Vol-
leyball (graduated in 1987): 
Svikhart had a tremendous 
four-year volleyball career 
where she was All-League (4 
times), All-CIF (4 times), All-
State (twice), and All-Ameri-
can as a senior. Svikhart was 
co-MVP along with her team-
mate, Leanna Merriweather, 

in both the CIF and State 
tournaments. She helped 
lead her team to four league 
championships, three CIF 
championships, and one state 
title. Svikhart continued her 
volleyball at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo where she was the 
captain of the Mustangs and 
set an NCAA record for most 
digs in a match (52) against 
the University of Hawaii.

Julie Tullberg (Johnson) 
— Tennis (graduated in 1987): 
Tullberg was All-League and 
All-CIF in tennis for three 
years and she also won The 
Ojai doubles title three times 
while in high school. In 
1986 and 1987, she won the 
USA Tennis Junior National 
Championship and as a se-
nior, was undefeated in regu-
lar season singles while being 
named by “Tennis Magazine” 
as a high school All-Amer-
ican. Tullberg played two 
years at San Diego State while 
capturing league titles and 
being named All-American 
and then later, transferred to 
USC where she excelled in 
both singles and doubles.

Marcy Cochran — Vol-
leyball and Track and Field 
(graduated in 1988): As a 
volleyball player, Cochran 
helped lead the Rangers to 
three CIF championships 

and the team’s first-ever state 
championship. She earned 
All-CIF and All-League all four 
years. In track and field, Co-
chran set many school records 
and set both CIF and Ventura 
County records in the shot put 
and discus. After high school, 
she earned All-Conference at 
both Santa Barbara City Col-
lege and Ventura College in 
volleyball and track and field 
while also advancing to the 
state meet in track.

Tami Dobel — Cross 
Country (graduated in 1989): 
Dobel was All-League, All-
County, and All-CIF all four 
years in cross country. She was 
the league individual cham-
pion as a senior and helped 
lead her team to the CIF finals 
four times, including two CIF 
runner-up finishes. Her team 
also finished in fifth place 
at the state meet. Dobel ad-
ditionally was one of only 17 
runners in the nation who 
participated in the Olympic 
Developmental program in 
Colorado. After high school, 
she ran both track and cross 
country at UC Berkeley and in 
1992, was captain of the cross 
country team.

See next week’s Ojai Valley 
News as we continue to honor 
some of the area’s most accom-
plished high school athletes. 

Eric Luna narrowly defeat-
ed Will Schwarz and Mat-
thew Soares in the gross 
competition. 

In the net competition, 
Daniela Casey outplayed 
her male counterparts as 
she claimed the top spot 

along with partner Chris 
Bello. Second place went 
to Ryan Blatz and Peter 
Crane. 

The Los Angeles Clippers 
defeated the Dallas Maver-
icks by a resounding 154-111 
score to open up a 3-2 lead 
in their Western Conference 
quarterfinals series Tuesday 
night. But after the blowout, 
Clippers head coach Doc Riv-
ers’ mind was not on basket-
ball.

His thoughts were on the 
shooting of Jacob Blake, a 
Black man who was shot sev-
en times in the back by a po-
lice officer in Kenosha, Wis-
consin, on Sunday Aug. 23. 
Blake’s three young children 
were in the car as he was shot. 

Blake’s father said his son 
is paralyzed from the waist 
down, according to the Chi-
cago Sun-Times.

During his postgame 
press conference, Rivers said: 
“It’s amazing why we keep 
loving this country, and this 
country does not love us back. 
It’s really so sad. Like, I should 
just be a coach. I’m so often 
reminded of my color. It’s just 
really sad. We got to do better. 
But we got to demand better.”

Players from both the 
Toronto Raptors and Boston 
Celtics met Tuesday night to 
discuss boycotting Game 1 
of their Eastern Conference 
semifinal Thursday.

Then the NBA world was 
turned upside down Wednes-
day afternoon when the Mil-
waukee Bucks boycotted 
Game 5 of their Eastern Con-
ference quarterfinal series 
against the Orlando Magic.

The Bucks’ protest of the 
game was unequivocally the 
right move, particularly be-
cause their home arena is 
located about 40 miles from 
Kenosha. The shooting and 
subsequent protests hit too 
close to home for the team 
and its players.

The other two games of 
the day — as well as Thurs-
day’s slate — were also post-
poned.

Protest is not meant to be 
convenient. It is meant to be 
disruptive, both to the daily 
lives of those participating 
and those around them.

In this case, it interrupted 
multiple NBA playoff games, 
giving the players involved 
the type of national attention 
they are looking for, despite 
being stuck in the bubble.

Enough is enough. Every 
time another Black person 
faces excessive force at the 
hands of police officers — re-
gardless of a crime commit-
ted — is one too many times.

In the words of Lakers 
superstar LeBron James: “If 
you’re sitting here telling me 
that there was no way to sub-
due that gentleman, or detain 
him, or before the firing of 
guns, then you’re sitting here, 
you’re lying to not only me, 
you’re lying to every African 
American, every Black person 
in the community because we 
see it over and over and over.”

The players may have left 
the floor, but the league now 
has the floor in the social jus-
tice discussion.



OJAI MUSIC FESTIVAL and 
PORCH GALLERY — join 
Play Music On The Porch 
Day on Sat., August 29. 
10 AM – 10 PM. This free 
worldwide day of music 
continues the tradition as an 
inclusive, shared celebration 
of life. https://www.
ojaifestival.org.

VALLEY FOOD ASSISTANCE:  
Mondays 10 AM –12:30 PM: 
FOOD SHARE — Weekly 
“pop-up pantry” for those in 
need at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, 185 St. Thomas Dr., 
Ojai. Distributions are lim-
ited to residents of Ventura 
County. Info: 
https://foodshare.com/co-
vid19

1st Thursdays 9:30 –10:30 
AM: ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
FOOD PANTRY — at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church, 
185 St. Thomas Dr., Ojai. 
Food while supplies last for 
those in need. Info: bonnie.
patton@cdrv.org.

3rd Saturdays 8:00 AM–10:00 
AM: ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
FOOD PANTRY —  at St. 
Thomas Aquinas / SVDP, 185 
St. Thomas Dr., Ojai Food 

while supplies last for those 
in need.

Saturdays 11 AM –12:30 PM: 
DAILY BREAD — at Calvary 
Church, 195 Mahoney Ave., 
Oak View. Call for appt. by 
Wednesday before the event. 
805 649-1515.

OJAI CERTIFIED FARMERS’ 
MARKET — Every 
Sunday 9 AM – 1 PM at 
300 E. Matilija St., Ojai. 
ojaicertifiedfarmersmarket.
com.

OJAI VALLEY WOMAN’S 
CLUB — FREE Monthly Book 
Club.  (Each 2nd Monday) 
at 3 PM via Zoom. Next 
Book Club: Sept. 14. Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/
OjaiValleyWomansClub  for a 
seat and a code.

POPPIES ART & GIFTS 
BOOK CLUB — Poppies 
Book Club meeting is each 
2nd Tuesday at 6 p.m. 323 
E. Matilija St., Ojai. Bring 
a chair for outside seating. 
Info:  https://poppiesartand-
gifts.indiemade.com.

FREE DIAPER BANK — Se-
cure Beginnings Free Diaper 

Bank is open twice a month 
and is available to residents 
of Ventura County. Visit se-
curebeginnings.org or call 
(805) 646-7559 x6 for loca-
tion and times.

OJAI VALLEY TOASTMAS-
TERS — Meeting via Zoom 
meeting Friday mornings 
6:30 – 7:45 a.m. Contact 
Kerry: ojaibooklady@gmail.
com for login. https://4717.
toastmastersclubs.org.

VENTURA COUNTY LIBRARY 
— Visit our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/
VenturaCountyLibrary/ .
Mon/Tues: Storytime Live / 
Bilingual Storytime Live.
Wed: Storytime Live / Art Les-
sons Live. 
Thurs:  STEAM Storytime Live 
/ Bedtime Stories Live.
Fri: Storytime Live

OJAI POETRY SERIES — 
OPS resumes via Zoom 
(third Tuesdays) at 6 pm.  
For information on how 
to access this reading  
contact Judy Oberlander at 
oberlanderjudy@hotmail.
com.

OJAI FILM FESTIVAL —
presents a free online film 
series. “Festival Highlights” 
with films released weekly.  

https://ojaifilmfestival.com/
new-online-film-series/

OJAI MUSIC FESTIVAL 
— The Festival’s BRAVO 
program, with Song & 
Play Thursday taught by 
Laura Walter, education 
coordinator. Song & Play 
Thursday videos provides 
families a music program of 

song & interactive play. Info: 
https://www.ojaifestival.org .

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
OF OJAI — Shabbat services 
on Zoom every Friday at 6:00 
pm. Info: ojaitemple.org .

QUAKER / FRIENDS WOR-
SHIP —  Unprogrammed, 
silent meeting. Worldly pa-
tience and compassion in our 

daily life. Every Sunday 10:00 
AM in Ojai. Safe meeting en-
vironment; all are welcome. 
Info: Holly at (805) 610-0169.

OJAICARES CANCER 
RESOURCE CENTER — 
Upcoming: Community Tea 
Talks (Sept. 10); Releasing 
through Relaxation  (Sept. 
24). https://ojaicares.org.
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around our valley
EVENTS

see also “EVENTS” @ ojaivalleynews.com 

This Week

Ongoing Events

Come see new sculptures 
in our courtyard

OjaiValleyMuseum.org • OjaiHistory.com

Recent works by Tanya Kovaleski

Ask Dr. Halverson: Promising progress toward COVID-19 vaccine
 By Dr. Jim Halverson

Bringing the pandemic to 
an end depends on the 
development, distribution 

and administration of a safe and 
effective vaccine (or vaccines) 
against the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 
which causes COVID-19. Since 
my July 3 column in the Ojai Val-
ley News, significant progress has 
been made on both the develop-
ment and distribution front. 

I now am convinced that we 
will know by late 2020 which vac-
cines are safe, how effective they 
are, and which ones should be 
used to vaccinate our U.S. popu-
lation in 2021. 

HERD IMMUNITY

First, a short reminder on 
the importance of herd immu-
nity. This occurs when enough 
people in a defined population 
have developed immunity to an 
infectious disease so that the risk 
of further community spread of 
the disease is eliminated or sig-
nificantly reduced. For the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, this percentage of 
the population is estimated at 
60% to 70%. 

Immunity is either achieved 
by being exposed and infected, 
so protective antibodies develop 
that protect a person from devel-
oping another infection. This im-
munity also makes them unable 
to pass that infection on in the 
future. 

Immunity also happens if a 
person is vaccinated and devel-
ops those same protective an-
tibodies. Current estimates are 

that 5% to 10% of our 
population has devel-
oped these antibodies 
through symptomatic 
or asymptomatic in-
fection. Therefore, vac-
cinations are needed 
to give adequate im-
munity to our popula-
tion, which then will 
significantly slow down 
and, hopefully, stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in the Unit-
ed States.

CURRENT STATUS 

Thirty-two vaccines are 
now in human trials around the 
world, 16 more than in early July. 
Eight of those are in phase 3 tri-
als, the final phase before ap-
proval. In this phase, scientists 
give the vaccine to thousands 
of people of all ages, including 
those with underlying health 
conditions, and children, with 
parental consent.  

Immune response is mea-
sured over time and compared 
both to a placebo group and to 
known immune response of peo-
ple who have been infected and 
have recovered. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration said in June that a 
vaccine would have to protect at 
least 50% of vaccinated people in 
these trials to be considered ef-
fective.

Potential side effects are re-
ported on a regular basis by the 
participants in both the vacci-
nated and placebo group. Phase 
3 trials are large enough to reveal 

evidence of relatively 
rare side effects that 
might not have been 
detected in smaller 
phase 1 and phase 2 
trials.

Many countries are 
involved in these phase 
3 trials. In the United 
States, Moderna, in 
collaboration with the 
National Institute of 

Health and Pfizer, in collabora-
tion with German company Bi-
oNTech are coordinating trials 
with 30,000 people each. Both 
have currently enrolled more 
than 12,000 people and are ex-
pected to complete enrollment 
by late September. 

In addition, both have re-
ceived significant funding from 
the U.S. government to begin 
production of the vaccines now 
so that administration of their 
vaccine can begin if they receive 
FDA approval. 

The British-Swedish compa-
ny, AstraZeneca, and the Univer-
sity of Oxford have a vaccine in 
phase 3 trials in England, India, 
Brazil, South Africa and the Unit-
ed States. Both the U.S. govern-
ment and the European Union 
have given significant financial 
support to begin production of 
the vaccine. 

These trials are being done 
with the utmost of care and 
meticulous monitoring of par-
ticipants. In the Pfizer trial, one 
of the volunteers is Dr. Victoria 
Smith, a family physician near 
New Orleans, Louisiana. For her, 

COVID-19 is personal. “I want to 
be part of the solution,” she said. 
She has lost three patients to the 
virus. In late July, she became 
one of the first of the 30,000 par-
ticipants in the phase 3 trial, re-
ceiving her first injection July 29 
and second injection Aug. 19. As 
the study is double-blinded, she 
does not know if she is receiving 
the vaccine or a placebo. She is 
required to take her temperature 
and report any symptoms on a 
phone app to the trial coordina-
tors daily for a week after each 
injection and then weekly for the 
next two years. 

Frequent blood tests are tak-
en to measure for any adverse ef-
fects and to monitor immune re-
sponse. She is proud to be part of 
the trial and, being a Black physi-
cian, she hopes to be a role mod-
el to encourage other minorities 
to sign up to participate. Her ef-
forts and those of other minority 
participants are working. 

Nearly 20 percent of both the 
Moderna and Pfizer U.S trials are 
Black, Hispanic or Native Ameri-
cans, representing three groups 
that have been affected dispro-
portionately in our country.

REASON FOR OPTIMISM

Early results are very encour-
aging. Thus far, participants in 
the vaccine group have shown 
good immune response in devel-
opment of neutralizing antibod-
ies in amounts equal to or great-
er than antibody levels found in 
COVID-19 survivors.

In addition, side effects have 

been relatively mild with injec-
tion site tenderness, low-grade 
fever, headache and fatigue be-
ing among the most common.  

CONCLUSION 

The process of approval for 
COVID-19 vaccines in the United 
Stated is extremely demanding 
and being done with the utmost 
care and oversight. More is being 
learned daily about the disease 
this coronavirus causes and pos-
sible short and long-term health 
consequences. Similarly, more is 
being learned daily about how 
vaccines in trials can help to pre-
vent this disease. 

Questions remain that only 
further studies can answer. What 
percentage of vaccine recipients 
will develop immunity? How 
long will immunity last? How 
many of us will get the vaccine? 

Ultimately, all of you will be 
given this choice. For those of 
you who are uncertain about 
vaccination benefits, I hope you 
will consider how individuals 
like Dr. Smith and tens of thou-
sands of others have willingly 
volunteered to help us get the 
answers we need. 

Also, please consider that 
your actions will not only protect 
you, but will help to protect the 
health of all of us.

Stay informed. Stay positive. 
Stay committed. Stay safe. Stay 
well.

— Dr. Jim Halverson is an 
Ojai physician who writes a 

weekly column on COVID-19 
for the Ojai Valley News.

Dr. Jim Halverson



Austin Widger
awidger@ojaivalleynews.com

A unique store full of 
remarkable goods and ex-
ceptional stories — Cer-
cana — opens today in the 
Arcade in downtown Ojai.

Cercana, located at 
302 E. Ojai Ave., is co-
owned by childhood best 
friends and Ojai residents 
Michelle Bosch and Misty 
Gerry. 

The store features 
goods from around Ojai, 
the United States and the 
world. It offers original 
art, jewelry, rugs, blankets, 
glassware, baby products, 
books and more.

The two got the idea 
for the store during a trip 
to Guatemala last Septem-
ber. They learned how a 
co-op of 20 families made 
textiles from start to finish.

Bosch said: “So we 
came back from this amaz-
ing trip with these amaz-
ing goods and we decided, 
you know what, everybody 
runs around and they buy 
things, and I think peo-
ple want to kind of slow 
down. To learn, maybe we 
could do a store where we 
brought beautiful goods to 
Ojai for the Ojai residents, 
and also bring some of the 
stories along with it. If you 
buy that textile, you also 
get to know about the 20 
families that tilled the soil 
and put everything to-
gether.”

Along with all these 
goods, there comes a sto-
ry. And Bosch and Gerry 
can and will tell customers 
the story behind each and 
every one of the products 
they sell.

There is something 
called a “Stories that In-
spire” wall located in the 
store. There, one can read 
some of the rotating sto-
ries of the people behind 
the products, from Ojai 

to Guatemala and every-
where in between.

When asked where the 
inspiration for the store’s 
name came from, Gerry 
said: “(Cercana) means 
closeness in Spanish. Be-
cause this is a family-run 
business. We have our kids 
who are home from col-
lege working as interns. 

Michelle’s daughter is tak-
ing a gap year and is the 
manager of the store. She’s 
bringing a fresh, young 
sensibility to the business, 
which is really great.”

The store is in the for-
mer Kindred Spirit loca-
tion in the Arcade. Owner 
Kathy Barrick recently re-
tired and the spot came up 
for lease, but Bosch and 
Gerry will keep a touch of 
her wares there.

“We actually have a 
Kathy’s Corner,” Gerry 
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OPTUMSERVE STATE LOCATIONS
COVID-19 testing for all community members. Please register by calling or registering online.

Online: www.lhi.care/covidtesting  •  Phone: 1-888-634-1123  •  Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday 8am – 8pm

 Thousand Oaks Library – Newbury Park Branch – 2331 Borchard Road, Newbury Park, CA 91320

DRIVE-UP TESTING SITES
Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday 10am – 7pm  •  No appointment or insurance is needed

Moorpark College Ford Dealership
7075 Campus Rd., Moorpark, CA 93021 128 S. Hallock Dr., Santa Paula, CA 93060

Oxnard College (Weekend Hours: Friday–Tuesday 10am – 7pm)
4000 S. Rose Ave., Oxnard, CA 93033

WALK-UP TESTING SITE
No appointment or insurance is needed

Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday 9am – 6pm

Ventura County Fairgrounds
10 W. Harbor Blvd in Ventura – Enter at Gate 2

VENTURA COUNTY URGENT CARE LOCATIONS
For pre-screening and appointment, call the hotline at 805-652-7660

OXNARD
Las Islas Family Medical Group South
325 West Channel Islands Blvd., Oxnard, 93033
Open 7 days/week from 9am - 5pm

Magnolia Family Medical Center 
2240 E. Gonzales Rd., Oxnard, 93036
Monday–Friday 8:30am - 5pm

VENTURA
Academic Family Medicine Center 
300 Hillmont Ave., Bldg. 340, Ventura, 93003
Monday–Saturday 9am - 4pm

West Ventura Medical Clinic
133 W. Santa Clara St., Ventura, 93001
Open 7 days/week from 9am – 5pm

EAST COUNTY
Conejo Valley Family Medical Group
125 W. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 200
Thousand Oaks, 91360
Open 7 days/week from 9:15am - 4:30pm

Sierra Vista Family Medical Clinic 
1227 East Los Angeles Ave., Simi Valley, 93065
Monday–Friday 9am - 5pm and 
Saturday & Sunday 9am – 2pm

SANTA CLARA RIVER VALLEY
Fillmore Family Medical Group
828 W. Ventura St., Fillmore, 93015
Monday–Friday 9am – 5pm

COVID-19 TESTINGCOVID-19 TESTING
The County of Ventura has expanded free COVID-19 testing throughout the county for residents who have the slightest suspicion of having COVID-19 
or have been exposed to someone with it. You don't need to have health insurance, but may be asked for it if you do.
Symptoms of COVID-19 can be:
• Cough or shortness of breath
• OR other symptoms: fever greater than 100.4°F, chills, muscle pain,    headache, 

sore throat, new loss of taste or smell 

Close contact means:
• Sharing a home
• Being closer than 6 feet for more than 10 minutes without  wearing a mask

coughing, sneezing, sharing utensils

COUNTY  VENTURA

Online Zoom &
Studio Classes

Best friends bring world and Ojai closer at Cercana

Ojai Valley News photo by Austin Widger

Michelle Bosch (left) and Misty Gerry open their new store Cercana at 302 E. Ojai Ave. on 
Friday, Aug. 28.

said. “We saved a little 
spot … and we’re go-
ing to fill that with things 
from Kathy. So she’s got a 
little real estate still in the 
store.”

The duo set out to cre-
ate a store that would of-
fer products people will 
love, and also the oppor-
tunity to connect with the 
broader meaning behind 
how the goods are made 
and who made them, they 
said.

One of many other 
personal touches to the 
store is on the back wall, 
where the only exhibition-
like wall in the store is. 
Gerry said: “We’ve dedi-
cated that space to art 
produced by artists with 
developmental disabili-
ties. They’re from a gallery 
called Slingshot, which is 
affiliated with Alpha Re-
sources in Santa Barbara. 
Alpha Resources is an 
incredible organization. 
They help people learn to 
live independently, they 
have all sorts of incredible 
programs.”

Bosch and Gerry did 
not plan to begin their 
small-business endeavor 
in the midst of the pan-
demic, but did not back 
down from the challenge. 
Rather than traveling to 

find more goods to sell, 
the research and purchas-
ing was done online. But 
the two have made Ojai 
their forever home, and 
are dedicated to bringing 
something new to their 
community.

Bosch said: “Who 
opens a retail store in a 
pandemic? Just crazy peo-
ple. But it really is just our 
commitment to Ojai. It’s 
really where we decided 
(to start our store) and 
we’re just going to stick 
with it.”

‘Maybe we could do 
a store where we 
brought beautiful 
goods to Ojai for 

the Ojai residents, 
and also bring some 
of  the stories along 

with it.’
— Michelle Bosch,  
Cercana co-owner



Esoteric astrology as 
news for the week of August 
28 through September 3:

ARIES: Careful with 
love and all encounters 
with intimates, loved ones, 
those close to you, partners, 
etc. You (or they) may feel 
estranged, separate, unloved 
and uncared for and yearn 
for contact (which releases 
Love) and for the fiery mag-
netic charms you usually 
lavish on those you love. We 
are to “be of love a little more 
careful than of anything.” 
(e.e. cummings). See to this 
each moment.

TAURUS: Each day may 
feel more and more difficult. 
There could be tiredness, 
exhaustion, a need to tend 
to health and well-being. 
Perhaps choices you’ve 
made in the past five years 
need re-assessing. What are 
the consequences of these 
choices what new ones need 
to be made? It is good to 

ponder upon the 
times to come when deep 
change will come about. The 
months ahead are unknown. 
You know it’s time to pre-
pare.

GEMINI: Do you feel 
your creative process at a 
standstill? Do you recognize 
what your creative process 
is? What you actually have, 
when aligned with the Soul, 
is a ‘prophetic imagination”, 
both like and unlike that of 
Pisces. This type of imagina-
tion has hope for the future 
with a clear understanding 
of the present difficult times 
humanity faces. Study more 
and ponder upon an un-
derstanding of the present 
social unrest. Seek the truth. 
It will set you free. 

CANCER: Since you nour-
ish new exciting ideas that 
must be anchored in form 
and matter, perhaps you can 
begin to help humanity envi-
sion a new and vibrant way 
of life. Not the old material-

ism as we 
have known 
it, but the 
new mate-
rialism that 
responds 
to world/
human-
ity’s needs. This is Soul work 
and the Soul for Cancer is a 
diffused light bathed in the 
womb of matter. You illu-
mine that light.

LEO: I’m wondering 
is there a lamentation for 
things that occurred in the 
family long ago. Perhaps 
there’s a lament for one or 
more family deaths. It would 
be good to express yourself 
more in depth about any 
and all things on your mind. 
It will help you trust yourself 
more. The more you share 
truthfully, the more that’s 
hidden within you emerges. 
This is healing for you. And 
liberating. Your mask must 
be removed.

VIRGO: It would be good 
to hang mirrors everywhere 
and look into them, pon-
dering upon who you are, 
your identity then, now 
and in the future. It’s good 
to assess everything about 
yourself including what you 
value. Create an “I Value” 
book. Set it alongside your 
“Retrograde” book and your 
“Esoteric quotes” book. Back 
to values, write down every-
thing you value. Begin with 
yourself as valuable. You are. 

LIBRA: When you think of 
your life as a child, what do 
you remember? What suc-
cessful areas in your pres-

ent life can be traced back 
to what you were taught 
as a child? What childhood 
experiences do you carry 
into adulthood that created 
resistance in your life? How 
do you see your parents, 
in what light, and are you 
able to understand the 4th 
Commandment? Do you 
know what it is? It’s a serious 
spiritual law.

SCORPIO: I am going to 
ask you deep questions. Do 
you feel, in any way, com-
plicit with the materialistic 
(read destructive) forces 
accepted within our domi-
nant culture? Do you explore 
or encounter new ways of 
being that undermine the 
materiality of the dominant 
culture? Why am I asking 
you these deep questions? 
Because you understand the 
underbelly of everything. 
And because, through you, 
everything reorients toward 
the light.

SAGITTARIUS: When I 
think of Sagittarius, I think of 
poet, author Michael Meade. 
His work is brilliant. You too 
are brilliant. So, I thought 
to put the three together, a 

triangle, a symbol of synthe-
sis. Michael calls the mythic 
story out of each of us. This 
is what you do, too. He 
understands God, popular 
culture, mythic cultures, 
community and creativity. 
He is a cultural critic, a story 
teller. You are, too. You two 
should know of each other. 
https://www.mosaicvoices.
org/about

CAPRICORN: You’re on 
the brink, edge, precipice, 
border, boundary, periphery, 
perimeter of moving into the 
center of everyone’s world. 
This is both inviting and per-
haps a bit terrifying. You’ve 
tried to open many doors 
and felt so often they were 
closed. Now as they open, 
you peek inside, realizing 
the choice to walk through 
or return home. So, you rest, 
remember, retreat, reassess 
and review who you are. 
Revelations then occur.

AQUARIUS: You like to 
travel. But things around 
you call for your attention, 
to help others in need. When 
not helping others, personal 
plans fall apart. You seek 
relationships but experience 

conflict and chaos instead. 
I want to remind you that 
conflict is Ray 4. From and 
through conflict a new 
harmony arises. Humanity 
works and learns through 
Ray 4. Know also that for 
what you want in life, you 
must consider all the ways 
of cooperation. Love comes 
when least expected.

PISCES: Something within 
relationship returns to an 
original place (or person). As 
this occurs, as you’re called 
here and there, by necessity 
or by desire (for others), you 
remember to stand still, qui-
etly and in truth, within your 
own needs. Not just wants, 
but needs. It seems at times 
you stop praying, bordering 
on having no hope. Some-
times we must do that. Stop. 
Something lovely your ways 
comes. Embrace it before it 
walks away.

Risa D’Angeles is founder 
and director of the Esoteric 
and Astrological Studies and 
Research Institute, email risa-
goodwill@gmail.com. To read 
her entire column, log on to 
www.ojaivalleynews.com.

Thank you to all our residents, their families, our staff, and our  
community partners for helping us keep the Gables COVID free.  

By working together we can keep our seniors safe!

701 N. Montgomery St., Ojai, CA  |  805.646.1446  | GablesofOjai.com

RCFE# 565800551

Independent Living, Concierge Services, Assisted Living and Special Needs

Bryant Circle
Mini Storage

•Free move in truck
•Moving and packing
 supplies
•Security system
 with TV surveillance
•On site resident
  managers 
•Competitive rates
•Move-in specials

Call us today for our
BLUE DOOR SPECIAL

412 Bryant Circle, Ojai 805-646-2354
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ASTROLOGY  RISA D’ANGELES

COMMUNITY MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION
PRESENTS:

2020
ONLINE
SPEAKER SERIES

NOW WHAT??!
Making Decisions in Uncertain Times – A Pandemic Perspective

Ethics in Healthcare

The coronavirus pandemic has forced all of us to constantly change our daily routines. Do The coronavirus pandemic has forced all of us to constantly change our daily routines. Do 

WEDNESDAY
SEPT. 16 

5:30 p.m. 

This online event This online event 
will take place on: will take place on: 

To RSVP for this free, informative online seminar, hosted by Community Memorial Healthcare 
Foundation, VISIT: cmhshealth.org/rsvpcmhshealth.org/rsvp

SPEAKERS
Dr. Jim Hornstein 

Moderator, CMHS Chair of the Bioethics Committee

Gary Wilde 
President & CEO, CMHS

Dr. Neil Canby 
ER Physician, CMHS

Erin Slack, MPH 

Evacuation procedures:
  Continued from Page B5
symptoms.

People will next be di-
rected to a secondary loca-
tion where sheltering will 
be done. “The Red Cross is 
looking to, as a first option, 
house displaced residents in 
motels or hotels,” Maynard 
said. “The Ojai Valley is a bit 
difficult because there aren’t 
a lot of motel options, so for 
folks in that area, there’s a 
possibility they’ll be sent to 
Ventura.”

If the medical screening 
at the TEP finds an evacuee 
has symptoms, they’ll be 
sent to a different location 
that’s better equipped to 
handle people who poten-
tially have COVID.

Regarding evacuated 
pets, Animal Services will 

provide on-site shelter when 
available. “If that is not feasi-
ble, they will allow people to 
temporarily surrender their 
pets until they are safe to re-
turn home,” Maynard said.

Experience with recent 
wildfires across the state 
suggests that the county’s 
new plan is the right way to 
handle evacuations in the 
COVID environment, May-
nard said. “The concept is 
common, but how each one 
operates is a bit different.”

The plan will require 
more people than ever to 
carry out, he added. “Not 
only are we staffing a shelter, 
we’re staffing a secondary 
location. The Red Cross has 
been a tremendous partner.”

In June, Ventura County 

revised the messages it uses 
in issuing evacuation notic-
es, to bring the county in line 
with new state guidelines 
aimed at creating standard-
ized terminology for evacu-
ations. 

Voluntary and mandato-
ry evacuations have been re-
placed by evacuation warn-
ings and evacuation orders. 
An order is the equivalent of 
a mandatory evacuation.

During the Holser Fire 
that broke out near Lake Piru 
Aug. 17, the county issued an 
evacuation warning, and a 
TEP staffed by the Red Cross 
was set up in the city of Fill-
more. “Nobody showed up to 
it, just because there was re-
ally nobody who got evacu-
ated,” Maynard said.

Certain weekends and 
holidays can mean few va-
cancies at hotels and motels. 
In that case, Maynard said, 
“we would go back to con-
gregate sheltering, with a ton 
of restrictions in place.” To 
allow for proper social-dis-
tancing, “we would reduce 
the capacity of that shel-
ter from what it normally is 
down to 36 percent.”

Evacuees would undergo 
a medical screening before 
they enter the facility and 
would be required to wear a 
mask while inside the shel-
ter, “which, for a prolonged 
period, can be uncomfort-
able,” said Maynard.

Maynard said training 
exercises on modified con-
gregate sheltering have al-

ready been done in other 
parts of the county. TEP 
training is next. “It’s just re-
ally ensuring that the ap-
propriate precautions have 
been established and exer-
cised before they’ve been 
implemented, to ensure ev-
eryone’s health and safety,” 
he said.

TEP sites have been es-
tablished countywide, May-
nard said, and the Office of 
Emergency Services plans to 
have their locations included 
in the evacuation messaging. 

TEPs will have portable 
restrooms, hand-washing 
stations, hand-sanitizing 
stations and personal pro-
tective equipment, such as 
masks.

The pandemic should 

not cause second thoughts 
about packing up and leav-
ing during an emergency, 
Maynard said. “We don’t 
want people to be fearful 
about evacuating because of 
COVID. Appropriate precau-
tions have been taken,” he 
said. “We want people to be 
prepared to evacuate a little 
bit earlier. Things are poten-
tially going to take a little bit 
longer.”

Leave early, leave often, 
and don’t hesitate, Maynard 
said. “If we’re evacuating 
you, it’s because we think 
we need you to leave. Heed 
those warnings and don’t 
wait too long.”

To sign up for VC Alert, 
go to readyventuracounty.
org/vc-alert.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF Ventura
800 South Victoria Avenue

Ventura, CA 93009
Hall of Justice
PETITION OF

ANA DELIA MARCIAL
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

56-2020-00543821-CU-PT-VTA
  TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner ANA 

petition with this court for 
a decree changing names 
as follows: a) ANA DELIA 
MARCIAL to ANA DELIA 
MARCIAL ARMENTA
  THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 

that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. 

If no written objection is timely 

petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 09/09/2020
Time: 8:20 am

Dept.: 20
The address of the court is same 

as noted above.
  A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation printed in this 
county: Ojai Valley News
Date: JUL 29 2020

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
MICHAEL D. PLANET
Ventura Superior Court

By: /s/NINA LEMOS
Deputy Clerk

———————— 
OVN08-01-2020
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SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF Ventura
800 South Victoria Avenue

Ventura, CA 93009
Hall of Justice
PETITION OF

CORRINE FRANCES 
FERGUSON aka CORRINE 
FRANCES SALGADO aka 

CORRINE FRANCES PEREZ

FOR CHANGE OF NAME
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

56-2020-00544044-CU-PT-VTA
  TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner CORRINE 
FRANCES FERGUSON 
aka CORRINE FRANCES 
SALGADO aka CORRINE 

petition with this court for 
a decree changing names 
as follows: a) CORRINE 
FRANCES FERGUSON 
aka CORRINE FRANCES 
SALGADO aka CORRINE 
FRANCES PEREZ to CORRINA 
PEREZ
  THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 

that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely 

petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 09/25/2020
Time: 8:30 am

Dept.: 21
The address of the court is same 

as noted above.
  A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation printed in this 
county: Ojai Valley News
Date: AUG 04 2020

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
MICHAEL D. PLANET
Ventura Superior Court

By: /s/AMBER CORONADO
Deputy Clerk

 ————————
OVN08-03-2020

Published Ojai Valley News
August 14, 21, 28, September 

4, 2020
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20200717-

10009887-0 1/1
Ventura County Clerk and 

Recorder
MARK A. LUNN

File Date: 07/17/2020
  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:
  1st Fictitious Business Name: 
Next Phase Pressure Washing
  Street Address of Principal 
Place of Business (P.O. Box or 
PMB are not acceptable):
252 Walnut Dr., Ventura, CA 
93003
   County of Principal Place of 
Business: Ventura
   Full name of 1st Registrant 
Individual/Corporation/Limited 
Liability Company:
Juan Manuel Sanchez Jr.
   Residence Address of 1st 
Registrant (P.O. Box or PMB are 
not acceptable):
252 Walnut Dr., Ventura, CA 
93003
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual
  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 

listed above on N/A.
I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct.
(A registrant who declares 

information as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of Business and Professions Code 

that the registrant knows to be 

false is guilty of a misdemeanor 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).)
Juan Manuel Sanchez Jr.

/s/JUAN MANUEL SANCHEZ 
JR.

  NOTICE – In accordance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

generally expires at the end of 

county clerk, except, as provided 
in subdivision section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to section 
17913 other than a change in 
residence address or registered 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code).

the County Clerk of Ventura 

stamp above.
––––––––
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20200803-

10010579-0 1/1
Ventura County Clerk and 

Recorder
MARK A. LUNN

File Date: 08/03/2020
  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:
  1st Fictitious Business Name:  
Titus Painting
  Street Address of Principal 
Place of Business (P.O. Box or 
PMB are not acceptable):
418 Bryant Circle Unit K, Ojai, 
CA 93023
   County of Principal Place of 
Business: Ventura
   State of Incorporation: 
California
   Full name of 1st Registrant 
Individual/Corporation/Limited 
Liability Company:
Ojai Custom Paint, Inc.
   Residence Address of 1st 
Registrant (P.O. Box or PMB are 
not acceptable):
418 Bryant Circle Unit K, Ojai, 
CA 93023
This Business is conducted by: A 

Limited Liability Company
  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 

listed above on 4/24/2013.
I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct.
(A registrant who declares 

information as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of Business and Professions Code 

that the registrant knows to be 
false is guilty of a misdemeanor 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).)
Name of Registrant:  Ojai 

Custom Paint, Inc.
Signature of Registrant: /s/ 

NICKI MARIE DIAZ
Name of Signor: Nicki Marie 

Diaz
President

  NOTICE – In accordance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

generally expires at the end of 

county clerk, except, as provided 
in subdivision section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to section 
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CONTACT US

Offi  ce:
101 Vallerio Ave, Ojai CA 93023

Mail address:
P.O. Box 277 Ojai, CA 93024

Inquiries:
805-646-1476

WWW.OJAIVALLEYNEWS.COM

OUR MISSION

“To report the news of 

our valley with diligence, 

accuracy and integrity. 

To protect the people 

of our community by 

sharing information and 

our local conversation.”

THE OJAI VALLEY NEWS
Is published Friday’s by
Downhome Publishing, LLC
Laura Rearwin Ward, publisher.

Entered as second-class matter 
at the post office at Ojai, CA 
under the act of March 3, 1988. 

Adjudication Decree No.38975 
by Superior Court, Ventura 
County, Feb. 26, 1952. 

Send form 3579 to P.O. Box 
277, Ojai, CA 93024

LETTERS POLICY
We invite letters from the Ojai Valley, 
with preference for local topics.

One letter per topic, per person - 350 

word limit. 

No promotions, websites, or profanity.

Your name is required for publication. 

Your phone and address are required 
for verifi cation. 

Letters are printed at the editorial 
board’s discretion.

Submit letters via email:
letters@ojaivalleynews.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Home delivery and online
$65 / year

Mailed
$89 / year

Online only
$46 / year

Company - 5 users $210 / year

Subscribe by phone, mail or 
through our website.

Support your local free press. 
Reporting for the people since 1891

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
BY BARBARA LIN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

No. 0830

 ACROSS

1 Enjoy the sun
5 Completely committed
10 One to whom you tell 

everything
13 Hit show with the 

series finale ‘‘One 
for the Road’’

19 Predator of the Pacific 
Northwest

20 ____-Grain 
(breakfast-bar 
brand)

21 Singer Carly ____ 
Jepsen

22 ‘‘Give me a minute’’
23 Iditarod, for one?
26 Intertwine
27 Show stoppers?
28 German ‘‘please’’
29 Bronze that’s not 

winning any 
awards?

30 Station
31 One driving kids 

around in a Subaru?
33 B-side to the Beatles’ 

‘‘Ticket to Ride’’
36 Ginger, e.g.
37 Turn down
40 Longtime home for 

Terry Gross
41 Boasts
43 In the same family
47 Letting out all the 

stops to drown 
out the other 
instruments?

52 Set on edge

53 Having the least give

54 Large in scope

55 It’s sometimes 
covered in velvet

56 William who wrote 
‘‘Shrek!’’

57 Not on point

59 Slip of the fingers

61 Angsty genre

62 Cocaine and guns, in 
a Pacino movie?

67 What Consumer 
Reports lacks, 
unlike most other 
magazines

69 Buzz Lightyear and 
Woody, e.g.

70 Massive, in poetry

71 Whine connoisseurs?

74 Party symbol since 
1870

76 ‘‘Is that really 
necessary?’’

78 Jackson known as the 
‘‘Queen of Gospel’’

80 Sidestep

81 Troops who are 
worried about sun 
protection?

84 Like this clue

85 Basketball player, in 
old slang

86 Brain wave chart, for 
short

87 Like most prime 
numbers

88 All right

89 New York’s iconic 
____ Building

93 Give mom’s mom the 
stink eye?

99 Decorative 
pillowcases

104 Sorry state
105 Juuls and such
106 Bug
108 Quick tennis match
109 ‘‘Twelve Days 

of Christmas’’ 
musician who invites 
sympathy?

111 When 13-Across aired 
for most of its run

112 Stick in a boat
113 Land in the so-called 

‘‘Roof of the World’’
114 Take into account?
115 Affectionate refusal
116 Fade away
117 Morning ____
118 Where a sloth spends 

most of its life

 DOWN

1 Meals
2 French Foreign Legion, 

par exemple
3 Scallywag
4 Hummer’s instrument
5 Poet Carson
6 Totes
7 Inc., in London
8 Classic Isaac Asimov 

collection of short 
stories

9 Ball of vinegared rice 
topped with raw fish

10 Angels’ opposites
11 Side of a diamond
12 Charge
13 Penny pinchers
14 Express displeasure 

with on the road

15 ‘‘Oklahoma!’’ aunt
16 Excel function that 

uses a calendar
17 Puerto ____
18 Medical tube
24 Teeny
25 GPS suggestions: 

Abbr.
29 What a left 

parenthesis suggests 
in an emoticon

31 Resolute
32 Suffix with switch
34 Wraps up
35 Big name in music 

streaming
37 ‘‘Fiddlesticks!’’
38 ‘‘So much for that’’
39 Suffix with auto-
41 Middle: Abbr.
42 Where Simone Biles 

won four golds
43 Creative class
44 Crunchy green side 

dish
45 Part of an agenda
46 Infamous emperor
47 Tiebreakers, briefly
48 Canceled out
49 Apple variety
50 A collar might hide it
51 Winters or Somers
52 Italian dumplings
55 Busy time at the 

I.R.S.: Abbr.
58 ‘‘One Mic’’ rapper
59 Non-U.S. M.L.B. team, 

on sports tickers
60 More scrumptious
63 Arundhati ____, 

winner of the 1997 
Booker Prize

64 Inner: Prefix
65 What orchids may 

grow without
66 Lyre player of myth
67 Michelangelo’s ‘‘The 

Creation of ____’’
68 Peacenik
72 What might come 

down to the wire? 
73 Opinion
75 Sorento or Sedona
76 G.I. fare
77 Former Mideast grp.

79 It helps turn a pond 
green

81 Word-processing 
command

82 On tenterhooks, 
maybe

83 The ‘‘M’’ of MHz

85 Bar freebie

88 The A.P.’s Female 
Athlete of the 
Decade for the 
2010s, familiarly 

89 Trim

90 Trim

91 Dutch brewery

92 Car-sticker fig.

93 [Not again!]

94 Slowly, in music

95 Correct

96 Perez of ‘‘Do the 
Right Thing’’

97 Nurse back to health

98 Mouth-puckering

100 Focus of ‘‘Ocean’s 
Eleven’’

101 How some bonds are 
sold

102 Irish novelist ____ 
Binchy

103 Bender

106 Gradual 
deterioration

107 Without much 
thought

109 ____ hook (rock 
climbing technique)

110 Big step for a start-
up, in brief

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69 70 71 72 73

74 75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83

84 85 86 87

88 89 90 91 92

93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103

104 105 106 107

108 109 110

111 112 113 114

115 116 117 118

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Barbara Lin is a computer engineer in West Chester, Pa. She says her work is like constantly solving puzzles. ‘‘The difference is that 
in engineering, there’s no answer key.’’ She has been constructing crosswords for about a year and a half. This is her third puzzle for 
The Times and her first Sunday. — W.S.
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BUSINESS
& SERVICE

DIRECTORY

We accept personal checks, Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express & Debit. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT to require that any ad be paid in advance of publishing. REFUNDS will be mailed within 30 days of cancellation. READERS are 
cautioned to make no investments before thoroughly investigating any advertisements in the Classified columns, which require investments in stocks, samples, equipment or cash bond in order to obtain a position. READERS are cautioned to 

thoroughly investigate services and products advertised in this publication. Consumers are urged to use prudence in their patronage. Advertising in this publication in no way represents an endorsement by the publisher.

Coommppuuter
Lahaina

798798--33117722
(805)

Apple Mac / PC  
Repair & Upgrade

Graphic Design,  
Illustration & Art

Drafting Services 
Multimedia Video

Website Design 
Mac / PC Training

lahainacomputer.com

Serving Ojai, Ventura and all of Ventura County

R

OPEN For Business

YOUR LOCAL OJAI HANDYMAN!
MANUEL REYES  805-798-5797

Electrical Installations & Repairs, Finished Woodwork, Tile Work & Plumbing, 
Repair Door & Windows, Replace & Install Water Heaters & Appliances, 
Replace Garbage Disposals, Build Wooden Fences, Painting & MORE!

City of Ojai License #14366
Free Estimates

20 Years Experience
REFERENCES ON REQUEST!
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
OJAI HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Pursuant to California Governor 
Gavin Newsom’s Executive Order 

No. N-33-20 dated March 19, 
2020, all non-emergency and non-
essential personnel in California 
are ordered to stay at home.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the City of Ojai Historic 
Preservation Commission will 
hold a virtual public hearing on 
the following item on Thursday, 
September 10, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. 
The meeting will be available for 
viewing on the City’s website at 
ojaicity.org/granicus/; YouTube 
at youtube.com/user/ojaicity/
featured, or on Spectrum Channel 
10. Members of the Historic 
Preservation Commission will 
participate remotely.
Historic Preservation 
Commission Public Hearing—
The Property owner/applicant, 
RBL 2010 Long Term Trust, 
Randall Leavitt Trust has 
submitted a Major Work Permit 
(WP-20-001), regarding a 
proposed addition and partial 
demolition of a Single-Family 
Residence and construction of 
a new accessory building on 
Designated Historic Landmark 
No. 15. The property is located at 
410 Tico Road, Assessor’s Parcel 
Number: 020-0-100-080. 
The subject site has a General 
Plan designation of Low Density 
Residential (LR) and the Zoning 

Single-Family Residential, Low 
Density (R-O-1) District. The 

proposed project is Categorically 
Exemption pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act pursuant to Sections 15301 
(Class 1 - Existing Facilities) 
and 15331 (Class 31 – Historic 
Resources Restoration / 
Rehabilitation).

IMPORTANT NOTE 
REGARDING LIVE 

HEARING PARTICIPATION 
FOR PUBLIC 

COMMENTERS

Pursuant to Gov. Newsom’s
Executive Order No. N-29-
20 dated March 27, 2020, 

local government agencies in 
California, including cities, 

may conduct public meetings 
remotely to protect public 
health. Under this order, 

members of the Ojai Historic 
Preservation Commission will 

participate in public meetings via 
teleconference at this time.

The City encourages public 
participation. Per Gov. Newsom’s 
Executive Order No. N-63-
20 issued on May 7, 2020, all 
aspects of the above public 
hearing, including exhibits, will 
be available for live electronic 
observation during the hearing. 
Instructions for viewing the 
hearing online or on Spectrum 
Channel 10 will be posted on the 
agenda, which will be available 
electronically on the City’s 
website, www.ojaicity.org. 
Members of the public who wish 
to submit public comments for 
this hearing are encouraged to do 
so via email. Emailed comments 
will be accepted up until the time 
the hearing is opened on the night 
of the meeting. At that time all 
emails received will be compiled 
and provided live to the Historic 
Preservation Commission. Public 
comment emails for this hearing 
should be sent to Shari Herbruck 
at herbruck@ojaicity.org.
Members of the public who wish 
to speak via Zoom Webinar under 
all agenda items may register
in advance to do so at the 
following link, no later than 5:00 
p.m. on the day of the meeting:
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m .
u s / w e b i n a r / r e g i s t e r / W N _
JG2X6c48THutcNAmGF_K0A.
Further information about 
this matter is available from 
the Community Development 
Department by emailing Lucas 
Seibert at Seibert@ojaicity.org or 
by calling (805) 646-5581 x113, 
Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. 
Anyone who seeks to challenge 
the decision of the Historic 
Preservation Commission with 
respect to this public hearing item 
may appeal to the City Council.  
Appeals shall be in writing on a 
form obtained by the City Clerk 
within 15 days following the date 

appeal is made. If you challenge 
any of the foregoing actions in 
court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you 
or someone else raising at the 
public hearing or in written 
communications delivered to the 
hearing body at or prior to the 
public hearing.
In compliance with the American 
with Disabilities Act, members 
of the public who need special 
assistance to participate in the 
hearing should contact the Sheri 
Herbruck at 805-646-5581 at least 
48 hours in advance to enable 
the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure 
accessibility.
Para Espanol por favor llame 
al 805-646-5581 ext. 103 o por 
correo electronico a gomez@
ojaicity.org
 August 26, 2020

/s/LUCAS SEIBERT

HOUSE WANTED

classifieds@ojaivalleynews.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
LOOKING for house to
rent November to May.
Semi-retired couple
with two small dogs.
References available;
will make safety
deposit. Call Paul
760-914-1716. In Ojai 
8/7 & 8/8, so please call 
ASAP.

ANNOUNCEMENT
THE OJAI TROLLEY
keeps items that were
left on board in our Lost
& Found for 3 weeks.
Then they are taken to
the thrift store or police
station. If you think you
may have left something
on the trolley, please call
the office at 646-5581,
Ext. 207.
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Settlement:
  Continued from Page A1

The amendment strikes 
a balance of addressing con-
cerns for the species and 
habitat, while also meeting 
the needs of the city’s cus-
tomers, Rungren said. “We’re 
changing our regime a little 
bit, but it’s going to help ev-
eryone.”

“This is a really big deal,” 
said Ben Pitterle, science and 
policy director with Channel-
keeper. “The prior agreement 
had expired, so there wasn’t 
any binding commitment for 
the city to maintain flows.”

Under the modified 

terms of the agreement, Ven-
tura will continue a program 
it started in September 2019 
to reduce its draw from the 
river. After the program ex-
pired in March, the city con-
tinued to honor the flow re-
gime, it said.

The original agreement 
required the city to shut off 
one of its three Foster Park 
wells when the instream flow 
drops to 4 cubic feet per sec-
ond, shut down a second well 
when flow reaches 3 cubic 
feet per second, and the third 
when it reaches 2 cubic feet 

per second, the equivalent of 
almost 15 gallons.

With the amended agree-
ment, Ventura will shut down 
most of the pumping facili-
ties at Foster Park when flows 
drop below 4 cubic feet per 
second, and stop all pump-
ing and diverting when flows 
drop below 3 cubic feet per 
second, instead of 2 cubic 
feet per second.

The city also agrees to 
use two new gauges at Foster 
Park to monitor any impacts 
of pumping on the flow of 
the river during dry times.

Every drop of water 
counts when you’re trying to 
keep the river alive, Pitterle 
said. “The city increased its 
commitment, which is really 
a critical thing for the river. 
Certainly it demonstrates 
that, on the city’s end, they 
do have a capacity to adapt 
and manage their water sup-
ply to accommodate for en-
vironmental needs,” he said.

Channelkeeper sued the 
city of Ventura and the State 
Water Resources Control 
Board in 2014 for harming 
the Ventura River watershed 

by pumping too much water 
from the lower reaches of the 
river.

Nearly two years ago, 
Ventura turned and point-
ed its finger upstream at all 
users of the Ventura River 
watershed, including thou-
sands of property owners in 
the Ojai Valley, in an adjudi-
cation of the watershed.

This part of the case con-
tinues.

The amended settlement 
agreement is binding until 
there’s an outcome of the ad-
judication. “We’re confident 

now that we’re going to keep 
the river flowing, in at least a 
meaningful way, until every-
thing is sorted out,” Pitterle 
said.

The modified settlement 
agreement announced Mon-
day represents a significant 
commitment to preserve 
river flows until a long-term 
solution is finalized, Pitterle 
said, and it was achieved 
without having to go to 
court. “This was purely nego-
tiated through dialogue, so I 
think that’s a step in the right 
direction, too.”



THE DAVIS GROUP
805.207.6177

nora@ojaivalleyestates.com

www.ojaivalleyestates.com

727 Ojai Avenue, Ojai CA 

93023 Kellye Lynn
DRE 01962469

Nora Davis
DRE 01046067

Integrity, knowledge and experience you can trust

OJAI
Charming, remodeled cottage with quartz counters, fireplace in master bedroom, covered deck, 

two patios with pergolas, and many upgrades throughout.

46 Olive St.     $649,000
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OJAI
Four-bedroom, three-bathroom home on over an acre with formal living and dining rooms, spacious master 

suite with dual-sink vanity and jetted soaking tub, several recent updates, and amazing mountain views. 

1744 Country Dr.     $1,320,000
Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OJAI
106+ Acre Country Retreat with Mountain and Lake Views, Horse Facilities & 

Exquisite, Custom, Stone House.  www.LuckyQRanchOjai.com

Lucky Q Ranch       Price Upon Request
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

EAST END OJAI
Unique Mid-Century home on 2.94 acres in East End Ojai with gorgeous stonework, fireplace, formal 

and casual dining, bar, low-maintenance landscaping, and views.  www.4569GrandAvenue.com 

   4569 Grand Ave.  $2,200,000
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

IN ESCROW

OJAI
6 Acre Horse Property with 5 Bedroom Main House, 2 Bedroom Guest House, Pool, Horse 

Facilities, Solar and Views.  www.1577 KenewaStreet.com

1577 Kenewa St.     $2,199,000
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OJAI
Three-bedroom, 2.5 bath Golden West home remodeled in 2020 with two fireplaces, swimming pool, fruit 

trees, flexible spaces for home office or hobbies.  

1116 Del Nido Court     $1,250,000
Nora Davis  805.207.6177

A FISHERMAN’S DREAM

THIS TYPE OF PROPERTY DOES NOT EXIST IN CALIFORNIA

Two world-class waterfront 
lots on the Lake of the Ozarks, 
Missouri
•Lots sold as one piece.

•Lots have an amazing sunset exposure.

•Great access to the lakefront.

•Gentle building areas.

•On paved road with underground electric.

•220 feet of lakefront, total of both lots

Price:  $179,900 for the two lots combined
Owner Financing Available

One of a kind waterfront
acreage parcel at the
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri 
•3,600 feet of Lakefront of the Ozarks

•134 Acres, great investment

•Development property

•Gentle to Lakefront

Price: $289,000
Owner Financing Available

Call John Baker at 573/216-3617 or Shoreline Realty at 573/374-0200
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El Viaje, an Italian Luxury Villa with Old World Charm 
and modern conveniences!

Stylish Ranch with pool, guesthouse & tennis court 
near Ojai Meadows Preserve!

SOLD!

“Stay Strong .Stay Healthy .Stay Connected.”

As the global effect of coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, we now more than ever need to be there for one 
another. Sheltering in place doesn’t mean forgetting what we can do for others. All of us need to do our part to protect 

our community by staying strong, staying healthy and staying in touch. Remember, “We are all in this together!”

Fabulous & charmingly inviting, this two-story Victorian estate is nestled in the magical East End of Ojai. 
Surrounded by organic orchards & meticulous landscaping, this 5 bed & 4 bath home is fi lled with Southern Charm. 

Cute charmer is just waiting for you. Nice tiled entry leading 
you into the spacious, light fi lled living room, with a fi replace.

Beautiful, fl at usable lot, just under an acre in Ojai. Zoned 
commercial. Close to Soule Park Golf Course with good visibility.
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