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Several young life-

guards from Ojai got 
some excitement July 10 
during their traditional 
end-of-session swim 
around the Ventura Pier.

The group of swim-
mers was called back to 
shore after the reported 
spotting of a 7-foot-long 
great white shark in the 
ocean off the pier.

The sighting came 
from three fishermen on 
the pier who reported it 
to a park ranger helping 
to manage the swim, ac-
cording to Ojai resident 
Carrie Johnson, who runs 
the Junior Lifeguard pro-
gram.

The eight swimmers 
from Ojai were the first to 
hit the water at approxi-
mately 9 a.m., when they 
were called back to shore. 
“First of all,” Johnson said, 
“I saw the kids starting to 
swim back, and then I saw 

the lead instructor for the 
group swimming over to 
the ranger.”

The instructor mim-
icked a fin on his head, 
Johnson said, “and I knew 
right then that there was 
a shark. It wasn’t showing 
any kind of aggressive be-
havior, I just couldn’t put 

the kids over near where 
a shark may have been 
swimming.”

The ranger, with the 
help of Junior Lifeguard 
swim instructors, quickly 
got the kids out of the 
water and safely back to 
shore.

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com

Can extraterrestrials be contacted 
through global, synchronized medita-
tion?

Organizers of a 10-day virtual mass 
experiment, the grand finale originating 
from Ojai, say they can — and were — 
during a unique astrological alignment 
this week.

The Harmonic Convergence 2020 is 
the brainchild of tech engineer, entre-
preneur and author Mark Sims of Ojai, 
the creator of a meditation protocol to 
facilitate mass contact with ETs, organiz-
ers said.

Sims was attracted to Ojai from Mich-
igan three years ago, drawn by the moun-
tains, Ojai’s spirituality and its people. 

“I really landed in the perfect place,” he 
told the Ojai Valley News.

Sims saw his first ET in 2012 at a re-
treat in Borrego Springs, as he was learn-
ing the contact meditation protocol.

He was skeptical, at first. “I had never 
meditated in my life before this,” Sims 
said. “It was on the fifth evening that a 
ship appeared above our group. I saw it 
materialize out of thin air and it was in-
credible, and I knew that this was not a 
military craft, like many people believe.”

The purpose of this week’s experi-
ment was “to help usher in a new era of 
world peace and to make contact with 
our star family,” according to organizer 
Unify, a nonprofit that specializes in 
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SEASONAL YEAR-TO-DATE
RAINFALL TOTALS FROM OCT. 1

Matilija Canyon               25.37”
Soule Park                         16.85”
Casitas Dam     19.12”
Oak View    16.87”
Upper Ojai                         16.92”

WATER LEVELS

Oct 1, 2019      100,573 acre-feet
July 16, 2020   102,713 acre-feet
Low volume        41.1 percent
Current volume       43.2 percent
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Mass meditation held to summon ET to Ojai

Great white frightMatilija reservoir drained

Photo courtesy THC2020

Mark Sims of Ojai, the creator of a meditation protocol used to contact extraterrestrials, 
leads participants in a Harmonic Convergence mass meditation in Ojai. ET: Page B8

Photo courtesy Paul Jenkin, Matilija Coalition

BEFORE AND AFTER: Photos taken July 2 and 12 of the drained Matilija reservoir reveal 
the evolution of the channel cut by flows through sedimentation from the Thomas Fire.

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com

On July 1, workers opened a 12-inch 
valve at Matilija Dam, releasing flows 
downstream and slowly draining the 
reservoir.

The flush had nothing to do with the 
planned eventual removal of the dam, 
but was based on safety concerns from 
both state and county officials.

Prior to the flush, the reservoir had 
only 150 acre-feet of storage, less than 
4% of the original storage. The middle of 
the reservoir was only about 4 feet deep.

When the valve was opened the 
morning of July 1, flows downstream 
were approximately 30 cubic feet (225 
gallons) per second. “Over about a 36-

hour period, the reservoir did empty,” 
said Peter Sheydeyi, deputy director of 
design and construction for the Ventura 
County Watershed Protection District.

The decision to drain the reservoir 
was based on safety concerns identi-
fied by the California Division of Safety 
of Dams, and liability concerns over re-
cent increased recreational use of the 
reservoir and trespassers potentially 
hurting themselves on the property, 
Sheydeyi said. “The decision was made 
to go ahead and lower the pool to try 
and remove the attractive nuisance of 
the facility.”

Just a year ago, an Oak View 

Matilija reservoir: Page B8
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Ojai Junior Lifeguards hit the water in their ceremonial swim around the Ventura Pier.

Photo by Brandon Seider

Junior Lifeguards from Ojai start their swim around the Ven-
tura Pier July 10.

As of July 16, there 
were 4,968 people who 
ever were diagnosed 
with COVID-19 in Ven-
tura County, and 2,245 
active cases under quar-
antine.

This was an 84-case 
jump from the day be-
fore and a 875-case jump 
from the week before. 

VC reports increase 
in COVID-19-related 
hospitalizations

COVID-19: Page B8

Great white: Page B3



Crimes
• Vandalism was re-

ported in the 200 block of 
Carrizo Street July 7.

• Petty theft was re-
ported in the 900 block of 
East Ojai Avenue July 10.

• Petty theft was re-
ported in the 900 block of 
East Ojai Avenue July 10.

• Vandalism was re-
ported in the 400 block of 
East Ojai Avenue July 11.

Arrests
• A 38-year-old woman 

was cited at El Roblar 
Drive and Maricopa High-
way July 8 for evading.

• A 52-year-old man 
was cited at East Ojai Av-
enue and Fox Street July 8 
for drinking in public.

• A 43-year-old man 
was cited in the 11500 
block of North Ventura 
Avenue July 8 for a misde-
meanor warrant.

• A 33-year-old woman 
was cited at Bryant Circle 
and Bryant Street July 8 for 
violating probation.

• A 58-year-old man 
was cited in the 200 block 
of East Ojai Avenue July 9 
for occupying a city park 
after hours.

• A 29-year-old man 
was arrested at Bryant 
Circle and Bryant Street 
July 9 for public intoxica-
tion and resisting arrest. 
Bail was set at $0.

• A 45-year-old man 
was cited in the 1100 

block of Maricopa High-
way July 9 for possession 
of methamphetamine and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia.

• A 25-year-old man 
was cited at Santa Ana 
Way and North Ventura 
Avenue July 9 for violating 
probation.

• A 40-year-old woman 
was cited in the 11400 
block of North Ventura 
Avenue July 10 for posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance.

• A 43-year-old man 
was cited at East El Roblar 
Drive and Maricopa High-
way July 11 for possession 
of a controlled substance.

• A 45-year-old man 

was arrested at Monte Via 
and Santa Ana Boulevard 
July 12 for a misdemeanor 
warrant. He was cited and 
released.

• A 41-year-old man 
was cited in the 4700 block 
of Crooked Palm Road July 
13 for possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• A 28-year-old man 
was cited in the 900 block 
of Country Club Drive 
July 13 for driving on a 
suspended or revoked 
license.

• A 33-year-old man 
was cited at Highland 
Drive and North Ventura 
Avenue July 13 for posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
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Christine Towne Drucker, 72, 
passed on July 1st, 2020, peacefully 
in her home in Ojai, with her cat 
Oliver at her side. Chris lived a full 
and fabulous life. Together with her 
beloved husband, Sanford Drucker, 
she shared twenty-three years until 
his passing ten years ago. Chris and 
Sandy were fixtures in the Ojai Valley 

community. Sanford started the Ojai Living Treasures, 
which was later adopted by the Rotary Club. Chris and 
Sandy were Ojai citizens of the year in 2000. 

Chris was a devoted volunteer in the local Red Cross. 
She served the Ojai Music Festival as President of the 
Board for the Ojai Music Festival Woman’s Committee 
and was a board member. She served as a docent at the 
Museum of Ventura County; and she was also a board 
member and on the committee for architect selection for 
the museum remodel.

Chris obtained her Ph.D. in mythological studies at 
Pacifica Graduate Institute. She was named a Living 
Treasure of Ojai in 2018. Chris’ red hair, her bright smile, 
her insights and wisdom attracted everyone to her as a 
friend and a mentor. She loved academia, art, spirituality, 
and ice cream. She will be missed. 

Christine Towne Drucker

John Hugh Sherfey, beloved 
husband, father, grandfather, and 
brother passed away peacefully at 
home on July 5th.  He was 81.

John was born in Torrance, CA, 
moving in 1966 with his wife, Joan to 
Carpinteria where they raised their 
three girls, Kelly, Kathy and Cortney. 
He worked as a U.S. postal carrier for 

43 years. After retiring, John and Joanie moved to Ojai.
John loved gardening, sports and was a talented artist. 

He had a goofy sense of humor and earned the title “My 
Funny Valentine” because he and Joanie were married on 
Valentine’s Day 55 years ago.

He is survived by his wife, Joan, his brother, Charles 
Sherfey, daughters Kelly (Matt) Damron (Madison, Lily, 
and Alexandra),  Kathleen Sherfey, and Cortney (Andrew) 
Rasura (Sophia and Annelise).

The family wants to thank Ojai Hospital, ER doctors and 
Assisted Hospice.

“My Funny Valentine, sweet comic valentine, you make 
me smile with my heart.”

John Hugh Sherfey

Perry Van Houten
pvh@ojaivalleynews.com
A reported Ojai area man 

wanted for brandishing a 
firearm at a Santa Barbara 
restaurant last week is still 
outstanding, authorities said 
July 16.

On July 9 at approximate-
ly 6:30 p.m., witnesses re-
ported a man with a gun who 
confronted a woman at Los 
Agaves restaurant in the 600 

block of North Milpas Street. 
After a short altercation, the 
man left in a vehicle, accord-
ing to Santa Barbara police.

No shots were fired, but a 
loaded magazine was found 
at the scene. Further inves-
tigation revealed the suspect 
and woman knew each other, 
police said.

Ventura County Sheriff’s 
deputies assisted Santa Bar-
bara police in their search for 

the man in the Ojai area July 
10, authorities said.

A VCSO official said July 
10 that the suspect, who may 
have lived in Upper Ojai “is 
not there anymore” and that 
area residents were not in 
danger.

A search warrant was 
served on the suspect’s home, 
Santa Barbara police stated.

Santa Barbara police 
spokesman Anthony Wagner 

told the Ojai Valley News that 
detectives know who the sus-
pect is but continue to search 
for him. He declined to pro-
vide a description or the sus-
pect’s name.

Wagner said the people 
involved in the incident were 
not from the Santa Barbara 
area, but could not confirm 
earlier reports that the sus-
pect was an Ojai Valley resi-
dent.

SB police, VCSO mum on search for brandishing suspect

Ventura County Sher-
iff’s deputies were called 
to Ojai’s Westridge Mid-
town Market about 2 p.m. 
July 10, when Deborah 
Baber of Port Hueneme 
was asked by employees to 
wear a face covering in the 
store and refused.

Baber, wearing a T-
shirt with the words, “Let 
freedom ring” on the front, 
can be heard in a video-
taped recording of the July 
10 grocery store incident 
saying she has a medical 
condition that exempts 
her from local and state 
mask mandates.

Store employee Chel-
sea Jones said that sheriff’s 
deputies escorted Baber 
out of the store without 
touching her.

Baber provided public 
comments at the June 16 

Ventura County Board of 
Supervisors meeting op-
posing face-covering rules.

Her comments, which 
were videotaped as part of 
the meeting on the Board 
of Supervisors website,  
went viral with more than 
1 million social-media 
views and she was featured 
on the late-night TV show 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” on 
June 18.

Ojai filmmaker Joshua 
Gobbell was at Westridge 
Midtown Market on Fri-
day getting lunch when 
he said Baber “came into 
Westridge, definitely with-
out her mask, causing a 
scene right away. … She 
was being very boister-
ous and very loud and I 
thought I would record it.”

Baber recorded her ex-
change with the store em-

ployees on her cell phone.
“Everyone was just 

frozen and not doing any-
thing and not filming her 
back,” Gobbell said. “I fig-
ured I should just film her. 
She was filming me with 
her cell phone.”

Baber said she was 
“shocked,” adding, “I 
thought to myself that 
these people don’t real-
ize there are exemptions 
(to the state guidelines on 
face coverings) and I am 
exempt.”

She said that when 
the deputies arrived, she 
left the store “because I 
just wasn’t going to spend 
my money there.” Baber 
added that she does not 
judge people who do wear 
masks. “I know the fear is 
real,” she said. “It is not for 
me to judge.” 

Deputies called when woman refuses to wear mask in Ojai grocery store

Screenshot from cellphone video 
posted on Ojai Community Net-

work Facebook by Ojai filmmaker 
Joshua Gobbell.

Deborah Baber of Port Huen-
eme, center without a mask, 
argues with an employee of 
Westridge Midtown Market 
in Ojai on Friday, July 10, 
that she does not have to 
wear a face covering in the 
store due to a medical con-
dition.

Most VC schools will begin 2020-21 online; OUSD undecided
With cases of COVID-19 

surging in Ventura County and 
throughout California, most lo-
cal school districts and charter 
schools have decided to begin 
the 2020-2021 school year en-
tirely using distance learning,  
without bringing students back 
to campuses. 

However, Ojai Unified 
School District still plans to 
hold in-person classes using a 
hybrid system at this time, Su-
perintendent Tiffany Morse told 
the Ojai Valley News. 

Ventura County Super-
intendent of Schools Stanley 
Mantooth sent a letter to Ventu-

ra County Dr. Robert Levin July 
15 explaining the school dis-
tricts’ decision: “In recent weeks 
it has become increasingly clear 
that bringing students back 
to campus at the start of the 
year — even on a limited basis 
— would pose unacceptable 
health risks to both students 
and school employees, many of 
whom are in high-risk groups.”

Ventura County schools 
had been hoping to begin the 
year with a mix of in-class and 
distance learning, but the wors-
ening coronavirus crisis has in-
creased the risks of reopening 
campuses, even on a limited 

basis. Nearly all of the school 
districts and charter schools in 
the county, as well as the Ven-
tura County Office of Educa-
tion, have jointly agreed this is 
the best course of action at this 
time. Levin has endorsed the 
plan to begin the school year 
with distance learning in the in-
terest of reducing the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Mantooth said: “Keeping 
campuses closed is not a deci-
sion that any of us take lightly. 
We want nothing more than to 
bring all students back to class 
where their educational, social 
and developmental needs can 

be best met. However, we can-
not in good conscience reopen 
all of our campuses at a time 
when the coronavirus is surging 
in our state and our region.”

In addition to OUSD, Ven-
tura Unified, Moorpark Unified 
and Mesa Union school district 
are still evaluating how they will 
begin the new school year and 
have not yet announced their 
plans.

The OUSD Board will dis-
cuss the latest plans for Ojai 
students to return to school at 
its July 22 meeting. The agenda 
for that meeting will be released 
by tonight.
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OPTUMSERVE STATE LOCATIONS
COVID-19 testing for all community members. Please register by calling or registering online.

Online: www.lhi.care/covidtesting  •  Phone: 1-888-634-1123  •  Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday 8am – 8pm

LOCATIONS: 1) Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, Oxnard, 93030 2) Thousand Oaks Library – Newbury Park Branch, 2331 Borchard Rd., Newbury Park, 91320

DRIVE-UP TESTING SITES
No appointment or insurance needed  •  Hours of Operation: Monday–Friday 10am – 7pm

 LOCATIONS: 1) Ventura College – 4667 Telegraph Rd., Ventura, 93003 3) Oxnard College – 4000 S. Rose Ave., Oxnard, 93033 (Fri.-Tue.)
  2) Moorpark College – 7075 Campus Rd., Moorpark, 93021 4) Ford Dealership – 128 S. Hallock Dr., Santa Paula, 93060

VENTURA COUNTY URGENT CARE LOCATIONS
For pre-screening and appointment, call the hotline at 805-652-7660

OXNARD
Las Islas Family Medical Group South
325 West Channel Islands Blvd.
Oxnard, 93033
Open 7 days/week from 9am - 5pm

Magnolia Family Medical Center 
2240 E. Gonzales Rd.
Oxnard, 93036
Monday–Friday 8:30am - 5pm

VENTURA
Academic Family Medicine Center 
300 Hillmont Ave., Bldg. 340
Ventura, 93003
Monday–Saturday 9am - 4pm

West Ventura Medical Clinic
133 W. Santa Clara St.
Ventura, 93001
Open 7 days/week from 9am – 5pm

EAST COUNTY
Conejo Valley Family Medical Group
125 W. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 200
Thousand Oaks, 91360
Open 7 days/week from 9:15am - 4:30pm

Sierra Vista Family Medical Clinic 
1227 East Los Angeles Ave.
Simi Valley, 93065
Monday–Saturday 9am - 5pm and 
Sundays 9am – 2pm

SANTA CLARA RIVER VALLEY
Fillmore Family Medical Group
828 W. Ventura St.
Fillmore, 93015
Monday–Friday 9am – 5pm

EXPANDED COVID-19 TESTING
The County of Ventura has expanded free COVID-19 testing throughout the county for residents who have the slightest suspicion of 
having COVID-19 or have been exposed to someone with it. You don't need to have health insurance, but may be asked for it if you do.
Symptoms of COVID-19 can be:
• Cough or shortness of breath
• OR other symptoms: fever greater than 100.4°F, chills, muscle pain, headache, 

sore throat, new loss of taste or smell 

Close contact means:
• Sharing a home
• Being closer than 6 feet for more than 10 minutes without  wearing a mask

coughing, sneezing, sharing utensils

COUNTY  VENTURA

Austin Widger
awidger@ojaivalleynews.com

The Ojai City Coun-
cil discussed the Ventura 
County Sheriff’s Office 
contract and policies at 
its July 14 meeting, and 
directed staff to write a 
resolution based on Black 
Lives Matter, intolerance 
and racism.

Council also directed 
the Sheriff’s Contract Re-
view Committee — made 
up of Councilmen William 
Weirick and Ryan Blatz — 
to fully vet the contract, 
policies and procedures 
with VCSO, Ventura Coun-
ty leaders, and the fellow 
cities that contract servic-
es with VCSO.

Council members 
agreed that both the sher-
iff contract and services 
provided need a complete 
overhaul. The city of Ojai 
currently spends 33 per-
cent of its budget — about 
$3.5 million — on sheriff 
services. This is more per 
capita than any other city 
in the county.

The contract with 
VCSO is also more than 
four decades old and has 
not been revised in that 
time.

More than two dozen 
members of the public ei-
ther spoke or submitted 
written comments at the 
meeting, which was held 
via videoconference. For 
the first time, the public 
could speak on the video-
conference in live time.

Longtime Ojai resi-
dent Aaron Snyder said: “I 
believe we should expand 
the definition of … officers 
to include mental-health 
and medical profession-
als, social workers and 
victims’ advocates, and 
incorporate that into our 

budget for police officers.”
Many public com-

ments addressed the is-
sue of a lack of funding for 
the city’s vulnerable and 
homeless populations, 
including those of resi-
dent Caroline McDon-
ald. “According to sev-
eral sources, including  
www.racecounts.org, Ven-
tura County is the most ra-
cially disparate in terms of 
crime and justice in Cali-
fornia,” McDonald said. 
“There are ways we can re-
form our police force, but 
I think investing in other 
ways of helping our com-
munity is ultimately going 
to be the best solution.”

Some other members 
of the public gave person-
al accounts of interactions 
with law enforcement, 
including Amanda Lezra: 
“While sitting in a local 
bar, my mother told the 
owner that she thought 
America was becom-
ing fascist. He firmly dis-
agreed and called the po-
lice. Two officers showed 
up. They told my mother 
to accompany them. 
When she asked why she 
was being arrested, they 
slammed her face onto the 
counter and handcuffed 
her. She was then taken to 
a cell where she sat by her-
self for 20 hours. She was 
denied food, water and 
medication. When she 
didn’t answer my calls all 
night, you could imagine 
that I imagined the worst. 
She was denied a phone 
call until the next morn-
ing. At no point was my 
mother told what she was 
being arrested for or when 
she would be released.”

Resident Ryan Bigler 
noted that when the pro-
testers came to the Ojai 

station last month, they 
were ignored by the sher-
iffs inside. “It takes longer 
to become a barber than 
it does to become a cop,” 
Bigler said. “So to give of-
ficers such a wide scope 
of responsibilities seems 
irresponsible, to say the 
least.”

After the public com-
ment had concluded, 
each of the council mem-
bers had an opportunity 
to say their piece about 
the topics of VCSO, rac-
ism and police brutality.  
Councilman Randy Haney 
said he was “jolted” by the 
concept of defunding the 
police, but now recognizes 
there is a problem. 

Haney said: “Change 
can’t begin until we’re will-
ing to look at something 
from a different perspec-
tive. This means that we 
not only have to acknowl-
edge the problem, we also 
have to admit that we just 
don’t know what we don’t 
know. The first step toward 
change is to listen and pay 
attention to what others 
are saying and feeling. We 
need to realize that we’re 
all human beings, prone 
to good and bad decisions, 
but, most importantly we 
must be willing to work to-
ward the greater good. So 
let’s start with all sides sit-
ting down at the table and 
helping each other better 
understand the differenc-
es of living and working 
and policing in our ever-
changing community.”

Councilwoman Suza 
Francina brought up the 
issue of the homeless pop-
ulation and their interac-
tions with sheriffs. She 
said she favors “allocating 
funds to prevent that type 
of revolving door (where 

homeless are arrested and 
then released repeatedly), 
among other issues. ... I’d 
like to find out how that 
works.”

Weirick has been 
working on reviewing the 
sheriff’s contract and the 
history behind it longer 
than any other member 
of council. He said: “We 
don’t really have a rela-
tionship between service 
provider and client, that 
my agreement or contrac-
tual stipulation references 
standards of practice, ref-
erences expectations of 
how to resolve issues in 
that relationship, then all 
of that needs to be up-
dated. Again, when you’re 
talking about something 
from 1980, and not re-
viewed periodically, not 
reviewed in an autonom-
ic fashion, you’re going 
to get these imbalances, 
you’re going to get just a 
natural increasing of con-
tradictions. You’re going 
to get problems built into 
that relationship that this 
is the time to address.”

Mayor Johnny John-
ston said the cities are on a 
40-year-old contract with 
adjustments for inflation 
and demand for services. 
The city doesn’t have to 
buy police services from 
the county, but it is still 
less complex and expen-
sive than having its own 
Police Department.

Blatz said now is an 
important time to rework 
the sheriff’s contract both 
because of what is hap-
pening with social and 
racial injustices, and be-
cause the city cannot af-
ford to keep allotting one-
third of its budget to VCSO 
during the COVID-19 fi-
nancial hardship.

Blatz said: “The so-
cial issues and the racial 
injustice issue that’s go-
ing on in the community 
and in society as a whole 
is part of this. It’s not just 
our contract. There are 
issues that we as a com-
munity sometimes tend 
to forget about because 
we live in a predominantly 
white community where 

we don’t have these acute 
racial problems that are in 
our face all the time. But 
they are there. I’ve seen 
them; our constituents 
have talked to us about it; 
it is built into the system. 
Unfortunately, our com-
munity has that problem 
in different ways and at 
different times.”

He also said that the 
next closest city in terms 
of amount paid to VCSO 
per capita is Camarillo. If 
Ojai was paying the same 
amount as their city per 
capita, it would save the 
city over $1 million a year 
on sheriff’s services, or 
nearly 10 percent of the 
budget.

Haney said the two is-
sues he would like to see 
addressed are the cost of 
sheriff’s services and what 
services are being provid-
ed. 

All of the results of 
these findings, as well as 
the Black Lives Matter 
resolution, will be brought 
back at the council’s meet-
ing in September.

Ojai City Council examines 
contract with Sheriff’s Office

Photo by Carla Cahill

Ojai photographer Carla Cahill (www.carlacahill.com) caught this image of Comet NEO-
WISE over the Topatopas July 15. It was photographed from the field across from Nord-
hoff High at around 9 p.m. The comet will be visible for a few more weeks. “It comes by 
every 7,000 years, so I am stoked to have captured it,” Cahill told the Ojai Valley News.

Comet streaks across Ojai sky



Reopen schools
HIRAM HOOPER — Ojai
I am a rising eighth-grader at 

Matilija Middle School. I am writing 
about the possibility of reopening 
schools. I think we need to reopen 
schools on Aug. 19. I think we need 
to do this to keep our friendships 
going and to allow for social devel-
opment among younger people. 
I can see that the reopening of 
schools may be difficult due to the 
COVID-19 virus. However, I think 
the pros outweigh the cons, espe-
cially if masks are strictly enforced 
while on campus. 

Another important consider-
ation is access to technology. In the 
final part of the last school year, 
many of my schoolmates did not 
have easy access to wifi or comput-
ers. Providing school on campus 
at least two days a week will offer 
fuller support for anyone facing 
these challenges.

Strike a balance
ANDREW R. HOLGUIN — Ojai
I wrote a letter to the editor May 

1 regarding the abdication of our 
government’s leadership role to the 
health care professionals to man-
age the pandemic. I mentioned that 
poverty has as many health con-
sequences as the pandemic (this 
is indisputable, there is a causal 
relationship between the per-capita 
income of a population and its life 
expectancy) and rather than close 
down the economy to protect the 
susceptible portion of the popula-
tion, that is, the aged and those 
with underlying chronic conditions 
(who together account for more 
than 85% of the deaths due to CO-
VID-19 and 100% of the deaths in 
Ventura County, to date), we should 
instead request and assist this 
group to quarantine themselves 
and allow the rest of the economy 
to remain mostly open. After all, we 
don’t ban tobacco with its 480,000 
annual deaths nor cars even, 
though 35,000 people die each year 
on the road, nor alcohol with all its 
attendant problems, etc.

This was interpreted as scape-
goating older adults (Douglas 
Parker’s May 8 letter) and playing 
politics and putting a price on hu-
man life (Dr. Herb Rogove, July 10). 
Although I understand Mr. Parker’s 
point of view, I don’t think scape-
goating is the word he wanted, as 
I am not blaming the disease on 
the aged. I merely believe that we 
should protect the susceptible by 
convincing them to isolate them-

selves from society rather than iso-
lating all of society so the aged can 
take a trip to the Farmer’s Market.

As regards Dr. Rogove, it is dif-
ficult to understand his point other 
than, I suppose, we should unify 
behind our physicians as they lead 
us to nirvana. Being 71, I must say, I 
stopped being that naive long ago.

Anyway, I think my point was 
clear: that we should try to strike a 
balance between public health and 
the economy and I stand by it.

Cash is legal tender
BRYAN ROSEN — Montecito
My 92-year-old mom and I 

come to Ojai once a week, and 
we love to go to restaurants. At 
Hip Vegan restaurant, I was told I 
couldn't pay with cash, that only 
cards would be accepted. 

When I pointed out what it says 
on the $20 bill I held: “THIS NOTE 
IS LEGAL TENDER FOR ALL (em-
phasis added) DEBTS PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE,” the person behind the 
counter became upset with me. Not 
wanting to be thrown out, I agreed 
to pay with a card. 

Larger businesses being more 
savvy know by law they have to 
accept our money. For example, 
whether they like it or not, Trader 
Joe’s and Whole Foods Market take 
cash as well. Small-business owners 
may think they can do what they 
want and not think things through. 

It’s also discriminatory not to 
take cash. Some people don’t have 
credit cards, or their cards have 
been canceled. If a low-income el-
derly person without a card comes 
to Hip, he or she will be turned 

away. A musician at the Farm-
ers’ Market who collects cash in a 

pot will not be able to eat at Hip if 
he attempts to use the earnings. A 
homeless person who collects do-
nations on the street will be refused 
service as well. 

I still recommend Hip to people, 
but am disappointed. 

Inspired to support ATP
KIT WILLIS — Meiners Oaks
For about 11 years, from 1998 to 

2009, I commuted by bicycle from 
my home in Meiners Oaks to my 
job at Ojai Library. It was a lovely 
commute and a great way to start 
and finish each working day.  There 
was only one stretch, on Maricopa 
Highway between El Roblar and 
the Y, where I felt a bit unsafe, not 
because of the volume of traffic 
but because cars tend to speed up 
there.

I never understood the need 
for four lanes along that section, 
especially since all the feeder 
streets are two lanes. For bicyclists 
and pedestrians trying to cross the 
highway, the extra two lanes add an 
unwelcome element of danger to an 
otherwise pleasant outing.

I’ve been quietly cheering on 
the city of Ojai’s plans for dedi-
cated bike and pedestrian lanes 
along Maricopa Highway, but I was 
disheartened to receive a glossy 
mailer referring to this wonderfully 
common-sense project as “The 
Maricopa Hwy Lane Reduction,” 
and urging me to oppose it. 

I’m sorry someone has gone to 
the great expense to produce and 
mail this, but I must say it has had 
the effect of inspiring me to pick up 
a pen and publicly declare my sup-
port of this excellent, much-needed 
project.
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Was any Ojai Valley resident comforted by 
the glossy postcard: “Update from the city 
of Ventura”?

We wanted to be. First, the postcard reads that 
they  “hope” (we all need hope these days) that we 
and our “loved ones are staying safe and healthy” 
— friendly… then comes a lie in bold lettering:

“As a reminder, the city is not pursuing active 
litigation in this matter.” 

If an answer is required, as it is by Sept. 8, then 
the litigation is active. 

Defendants have to spend time and money to 
answer, including a filing fee of more than $400, 
and if they choose, retain an attorney. If the litiga-
tion is not active, then why is the city spending tax 
dollars on attorneys’ fees related to the litigation?

Next they tell us when the upcoming case man-
agement conference with the court will occur:  Aug. 
17. We suggest you call the number on the card 805-
654-7740 or write to citymanager@cityofventura.
ca.gov to find out how to attend this conference.

Then, “We’d like to remind those impacted ...”

It’s going to cost you in water allocation, and it’s 
already costing you in dollars. If you live in the Ojai 
Valley and you use the water, you will be impacted 
when your right to water changes. Casitas Munici-
pal Water District is currently charging us $600,000 
per year for its legal defense. Local farmers and well 
owners are also being drained of their resources by 
the city of Ventura’s legal attack.

“The city remains dedicated to working with 
other water users.”

The city of Ventura began its dedicated work 
by contending (in its “Ninth Claim for Relief”) that 
Ojai’s use of water is not reasonable or beneficial to 
the watershed. We last heard that Casitas Municipal 
Water District had walked away from the negotiat-
ing table because Ventura brought nothing to the 
table but its gluttony and its empty plate. 

Now the city of Ventura is attempting to negoti-
ate with other water agencies, which lack the funds 
to spend on attorneys and are therefore forced to 
negotiate with their powerful neighbor. 

“To protect local control...”  

Whose local control? 
The city of Ventura contends (in its “Third Claim 

for Relief”) that the water rights of the Ojai Valley 
users “are subordinate” to the rights of the city of 
Ventura because the Mission of San Buenaventura, 
established by Junipero Serra, with an aqueduct 
built by the slave labor of Ojai’s native Chumash 
who inhabited the region for 13,000 years gives 
Ventura a first priority to the Ventura River water-
shed. 

The hypocrisy of the city of Ventura’s plan to re-
move the monument to Serra’s legacy outside City 
Hall is a hollow distraction from its final power grab 
from our nation’s first people, and the current com-
munity in the Ojai Valley.  The Ventura City Coun-
cil gave false witness Thursday in a statement on 
its decision: “When a group of people has suffered 
trauma, we all need to step up and do something 
to heal that. The actions the Council took are a step 
forward as we stand in solidarity with our Chumash 
community.” 

We agree with Councilmember Christy Weir’s 
statement, “I believe our city can do a better job of 
celebrating our Chumash heritage, and I have quite 
a few ideas of how we can do that.”

Council’s first idea should be to “step forward” 
and drop its shameful demand for “mission,” 
“pueblo” water rights, which amount to fruit of the 
poisonous tree. 

This misleading document must be used as a 
court exhibit to have the case thrown out.

Ventura, at a Stage 2 water level, clearly does 
not believe there’s a water shortage. City leaders 
continue to waste, build and grow, and have turned 
upstream to a smaller community with fewer re-
sources to take our water supply for themselves.

Ventura is actively trying to garner support for 
a settlement that would not require “active litiga-
tion.” It wants to settle the case, because it has 
nothing to offer. 

The only friendly act the city of Ventura can take 
is to dismiss the lawsuit and negotiate with all par-
ties as equals, by taking its proportionate respon-
sibility for reductions, and creating protections for 
smaller water users. 

At this point, the city of Ventura council mem-
bers still look like bullies, forcing everyone to incur 
great expense to benefit the lawyers at Best Best & 
Krieger and the city of Ventura’s profligate water us-
age. So far, the only good feeling was a shiny card 
with a canned COVID-19 greeting.

Ventura water
postcard unpacked

By Randy Haney

In light of national policing is-
sues brought about through the 
tragic killing of George Floyd 

and the protests of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, a great deal of 
concern has arisen on the part of 
many local citizens regarding Ojai’s 
current contract renewal with the 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Office. I 
am in complete agreement that 
now is the time to review, reform 
and provide complete transparency 
in our community regarding this 
contract. I think we are fortunate 
that this renewal comes at a time 
when our country is struggling to 
face the issue of racism and police 
reform with more honesty and a 
willingness to grow and change. 

I have to admit that I was at first 
jolted by the concept of defund-
ing the police, but sometimes, to 
get our attention, we have to get 
past the phrasing and be jolted into 
recognizing that there is a prob-
lem. Change can’t begin until we’re 
willing to look at something from a 
different perspective. This means 
that we not only have to acknowl-
edge the problem, we also have to 
admit that we just don’t know what 
we don’t know. 

Therefore, the first step toward 
change is to listen and pay atten-
tion to what others are saying and 
feeling. We need to realize that we 
are all human beings and we must 
be willing to work together toward 
the greater good. 

So, let’s 
start with 
all sides sit-
ting down 
at the table 
and help-
ing each 
other better 
understand 
the differ-
ences and 
difficulties 
of living, 
working, and policing in our ever-
changing community. Police reform 
is not a one-sided conversation. As 
we expect our Police Department 
to change, grow and become more 
transparent, we must expect this of 
ourselves, as well. 

The time is long overdue to 
truly commit to facing the reality 
of systemic racism in America and, 
as a community, we need to ask 
ourselves how we can become part 
of the solution. We may want to 
start with a resolution on behalf of 
the city of Ojai, acknowledging that 
black lives matter and that we will 
not condone, participate in, or ac-
cept any form of racism, bigotry or 
intolerance in our community. 

While this is important, ulti-
mately, these are only words on 
a page unless we’re willing to put 
action behind them. In addition to 
acknowledging the problem and lis-
tening to those who have concerns, 
we need to form a plan of action 
and follow through on that plan. 

Throughout the history of racial 
strife in our country, we’ve gotten to 
the point where reports are written 
and plans for change are made, but 
not enough effort to support the 
change makes it actually happen. 
Let it be different this time — espe-
cially on our watch. 

Our current sheriff’s contract 
consumes 33 % of our city budget. 
It is time to have clarity regarding 
the services that are provided, their 
associated costs, and how they are 
serving the needs of our commu-
nity, especially in regard to racial 
disparity. 

We need to determine if and 
how the existing services can be 
modified, if we can we add or delete 
certain services based on needs, 
and what new services or types of 
policing will be available with the 
new reforms.

Finally, I want to add that Ojai is 
one of five cities in our county that 
contracts with the Ventura County 
Sheriff’s Office and I think it be-
hooves us to be smart and not go it 
alone. Though we are the smallest 
of the cities and some of our needs 
are unique, I believe that Ojai can 
lead the way in helping to design 
a better contract that addresses 
the issue of racism, making our 
community and the entire Ventura 
region a more welcoming and safer 
place for everyone. 

— Randy Haney is a member of 
the Ojai City Council.

Time to put action behind our words

Randy Haney



Meiners Oaks native Jef-
frey Starkweather filed elec-
tion papers Tuesday for the 
Ojai Unified School District 
trustee seat representing the 
residents of Meiners Oaks 
and Mira Monte.

Currently representing 
that district on the school 
board is incumbent Thayne 
Whipple, first appointed in 
2011 and elected in 2012.

Starkweather — a retired 
civil-rights attorney, former 
community newspaper pub-
lisher and Nordhoff High 
School graduate — is seek-
ing a board seat in one of 
two newly created election 

districts on the ballot for the 
OUSD board this fall. He is 
running in District 2, which 
includes communities sur-
rounding the Meiners Oaks 
and Mira Monte elementary 
schools. 

Starkweather and his 
wife, Dee Reid, live across 
the street from Meiners Oaks 
Elementary, where he stud-
ied as a child. He went on to 
attend Matilija Junior High, 
Nordhoff High School and 
the University of Redlands.

Starkweather said: “My 
first priority is to listen to and 
be the voice of this diverse 
working-class and middle-

class community. I want to 
make sure our school system 
conducts its business and 
makes its decisions in a to-
tally transparent manner. We 
should give all of the com-
munity, not just parents or 
those in the know, the factual 
basis for all proposed school-
policy decisions. We should 
always provide ample oppor-
tunity for community input.” 

District 2 is the most de-
mographically diverse school 
election district in the val-
ley.  One-third of the district 
residents are Latinx, which 
is about double that of any 
other election district in the 
school system.  This district 
also has the highest per-
centage of English language 
learners and students from 
socially disadvantaged fami-
lies. 

Starkweather said: “I 
believe all students from 
all backgrounds can and 
should succeed and thrive 
academically in our public 
schools. This is why I want 
to promote an approach to 
education called ‘deeper 
learning.’  This encourages 
students to combine aca-
demic knowledge with effec-
tive communication, writing 
and collaboration skills, with 
student-directed explora-
tion and learning that enable 

them to connect what they 
learn to real-world problems 
and possibilities. This is espe-
cially important in these cha-
otic times including the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the worst 
economic collapse since 
the Great Depression, Black 
Lives Matters-led awareness 
of systemic racism, and a 
growing distrust of science, 
reason and evidence-based 
expertise. There has never 
been a more important time 
to ensure that our schools are 
preparing students for a fast-
changing world.”

Starkweather added: “I 
have had more than 50 years 
of experience advocating for 
equity in community prac-
tices and policies. I want to 
elevate the voices of progres-
sive change groups such as 
the Alliance for Education 
Equity. We need to ensure 
that our curriculum reflects 
past and current racial, eth-
nic, and class discrimination 
and disparity, while also pro-
moting the values and ideals 
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. It is clear, our el-
ementary schools should be 
more demographically inte-
grated. This can be addressed 
with voluntary positive solu-
tions. One approach could be 
developing magnet schools 
offering distinct choices at 

different elementary schools, 
such as dual-language im-
mersion; music, dance and 
arts; environmental studies; 
and science and high-tech.”

Starkweather met his 
wife in a small town in North 
Carolina, where he ran an 
award-winning community 
newspaper. After they mar-
ried, he became an attorney 
specializing in civil rights, 
disability discrimination and 
land-use issues. He served 
two years as an education 
lobbyist and researcher at the 
North Carolina state capital 
in Raleigh, working on behalf 
of children with disabilities 
and children from minority 
and low-income families. His 
first professional job was as 
the assistant personnel man-
ager for the city of Oxnard.  

After retiring from law, he 
pursued a volunteer career as 
a political campaign manager 

and public policy adviser to 
county, city and school board 
officials in North Carolina. 
He organized a series of pro-
gressive nonpartisan political 
committees and nonprofits 
that supported the election 
of diverse county and local 
leaders dedicated to open 
government, sustainable 
economic development and 
excellent public schools. He 
also taught sustainable de-
velopment policy at a com-
munity college.

He has two grown chil-
dren and two grandchil-
dren, all educated in public 
schools.

Starkweather wants to 
hear from parents, teachers, 
school staff, and commu-
nity members about their 
concerns and suggestions. 
He can be reached at jef-
freystarkweather@earthlink.
net or 919-417-0969.
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409 S. FOX ST. 
(805) 646-7213 

OVAC.CACLUBS.COM

OWNED & OPERATED BY CALIFORNIA 
ATHLETIC CLUBS • CACLUBS.COM

Welcome Back!

Clean and sanitized 

for everyone’s safety, 

OVAC is back and 

wants to welcome you 

back to your fitness 

routine! The club is 

open throughout with 

indoor and outdoor 

group classes. Grab a 

bite at the new cafe 

or give pickleball a 

try when you visit.

Call Today for 
Membership Details 

(805) 646-7213

Julie S. Gerard, Esquire
805-798-9165

julie@jsglawgroup.com
206 N. Signal St., Suite L Ojai, CA 93023

HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
DO YOU NEED AN ATTORNEY NOW?

Free Consultations

We provide a 24/7 hotline and have been representing victims 
of auto and motorcycle accidents, dog bites, slip and falls and 

medical malpractice claims, for over thirty years. I will get you the 
compensation you deserve so you can heal and begin your life again.

Treat yourself to 
something that excites 
your soul and makes 
you smile! We have new 
jewelry and summery 
clothes to make you feel 
good.  

Open daily 10am - 3pm
805.633.9222
cattywampuscrafts.com

CRAFTS
CATTYWAMPUS

Photo courtesy Jeffrey Starkweather

Jeffrey Starkweather files his election papers to run for the 
Ojai Unified School District Board on July 14.

Ojai resident Richard 
Hajas has announced his 
candidacy for the Casitas 
Municipal Water District 
Board of Directors in No-
vember.

On July 15, Hajas of-
ficially filed papers to run 
for the seat in Division 
5 currently held by Russ 
Baggerly, who has served 
continuously on the Casi-
tas board since 2004.

Division 5 encompass-
es Meiners Oaks, Ojai and 
Upper Ojai.

For more than 40 years, 
Hajas has been involved 
in water and wastewater 
management, overseeing 
operations and mainte-
nance of two major water 
districts in Ventura County 
(CMWD and Camrosa Wa-
ter District) and has pro-
vided management con-
sulting services to other 
local agencies.

Beginning in 2007, he 

assisted the Ojai commu-
nity effort to replace Gold-
en State Water Company 
and authored a feasibility 
analysis of the acquisition, 
which became the basis 
for the eventual sale of 
the company to Casitas in 
2017.

Although retired, Hajas 
continues to serve on the 
Board of Directors of Ojai 
Friends for Locally Owned 
Water (F.L.O.W.) and chairs 
the Ojai Basin Groundwa-
ter Management Agency. 
As a member of the Ojai 
Valley Water Advisory 
Group, he recently au-
thored the “Cooperative 
Regional Approach to Im-
proving Ventura County’s 
Water Supply Reliability.”

“I am running for the 
Casitas MWD Board of Di-
rectors because I believe 
the knowledge and experi-
ence I have gained from a 

lifetime of work on water 
issues in Ventura County 
can be of assistance to our 
community,” Hajas said in 
a written statement. “The 
local drought conditions 
and our realization that 
we have a long-term wa-
ter supply shortage will 
require the development 
of affordable solutions to 
improve water reliability. 
I do not believe we have 
exhausted all the options 
that may be available. I am 
very concerned that the 
lawsuit by the city of Ven-
tura is a major obstacle to 
developing sound, mutu-
ally beneficial water solu-
tions. I have worked with 
the city of Ventura on sim-
ilar issues in the past and 
I am hopeful that I can 
work with the other mem-
bers of the Casitas board 
to develop a resolution to 
this costly litigation.”

Richard Hajas announces his bid for CMWD Board

Photo provided

Richard Hajas, running for a seat on the CMWD Board of Directors.

OUSD Board candidate Starkweather files to run



Los Padres National Forest officials will 
hold the next virtual public meeting for the 
controversial Reyes Peak tree-removal pro-
posal on Monday, July 20, at 12:30 p.m.

To participate in this public hearing, 
members of the public can log into https://
usfs.adobeconnect.com/dv-500/.

The public is advised to log into the 
meeting early to troubleshoot any technical 

issues, as some 
devices will re-
quire partici-
pants to either 
download the 
Adobe Connect 
Application or 
additional soft-
ware prior to be-
ing able to join 
the meeting, ac-
cording to na-
tional forest or-
ganizers.

This meeting 
will be 90 min-
utes long and 
will include a 
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Ventura County just gave a green 
light to open day camps! We are 
working on plans to offer a safe 
and healthy camp experience for 

local Ventura County families. 
This will include social distancing, 
frequent cleaning and sanitizing 
of our campuses, and grouping 

campers in small groups. By being 
smaller, this means our camp 

programs may soon be sold out!

Austin Widger
awidger@ojaivalleynews.com

The bronze Father 
Junipero Serra statue in 
front of Ventura City Hall 
will soon move to a new 
location.

The Ventura City 
Council voted July 15 to 
place it in storage, with the 
intent of ultimately mov-
ing it to Mission San Bue-
naventura.

The council also voted 
to move the wooden stat-
ue inside of City Hall into 
storage until another loca-
tion is found for it.

The vote was unani-
mous, with Mayor Matt 
LaVere absent. It was 
deemed by Ventura City 
Attorney Gregory Diaz last 
week that LaVere should 
recuse himself from vot-
ing on the statue because 

he had signed a joint let-
ter with Ojai resident Julie 
Tumamait-Stenslie, tribal 
chair of the Barbareño/
Ventureño Band of Mis-
sion Indians, and Father 
Tom Elewaut of the mis-
sion supporting the stat-
ue’s removal.

For Chumash descen-
dants, the statue repre-
sents the oppression and 
genocide of the Native 
Americans in Ventura 
County through the sys-
tem of the California mis-
sions.

Diaz said: “Taking a 
position, and a strong po-
sition, on the merits of an 
item outside of a hearing 
is a clear demonstration of 
bias. In this case, because 
the first action that we 
asked the council to take 
is to make a finding that 

the bronze statue is not 
historic, we believe that 
that takes the facts of the 
bronze statue and applies 
it to the existing law. That 
makes it a quasi-judicial 
matter.”

At least 132 members 
of the public spoke with 
split opinions about the 
statue. This was in addition 
to more than 2,000 pages 
of written comments re-
ceived by council, and an 
additional 140 comments 
at last week’s meeting. 

On July 1, the Ventu-
ra Historic Preservation 
Committee determined 
the statue is not a historic 
landmark. The original 
statue was deemed His-
toric Landmark No. 3, in 
1974, but was replaced in 
1989 due to restoration 
costs.

There have been calls 
for the statue to be re-
moved in the past, but the 
issue gained urgency as 
statues across the country 
have fallen during Black 
Lives Matter protests in 
response to the killing of 
George Floyd by a Min-
neapolis police officer on 
May 25.

Ventura council voted 
unanimously to back this 
determination that neither 
statue — bronze or wood-
en — are landmarks.

After lengthy research 
into the history of Serra, 
Councilman Erik Nasa-
renko said he found that 
Serra sought to evangelize 
and spread Catholicism, 
but also set in motion the 
cultural appropriation, 
demise and decimation 
of Native Americans who 

lived in the missions.
Nasarenko said: “I 

come to the conclusion 
that we need to preserve 
it (the bronze statue). We 
need to make sure that 
this monument remains, 
but that it not remain on 
city land. It needs to be 
housed somewhere that 
is more appropriate than 
a city municipal park, 
which is where it is right 
now, and somewhere that 
people look to as a symbol 
of Ventura.”

Councilwoman Chris-
ty Weir said statues tell 
stories about the figures 
they depict, but even more 
so reflect our values. Weir 
said: “Even if we specifi-
cally do not find a monu-
ment objectionable, our 
respect for our neighbors, 
the original inhabitants — 

which here were the Chu-
mash — should compel us 
to listen to those who do. 
And that’s what I’ve been 
doing is listening, trying to 
listen to everybody.”

Weir added that Ven-
tura can do a better job of 
celebrating its Chumash 
heritage.

Councilman Jim Fried-
man said that because 
whatever the council de-
cided, half the constitu-
ents would be angry, “I 
think that works out to 
be a perfect compromise 
(to move the statue to the 
mission). I’ve spoken to 
many, many people and 
I talk about the realities. 
I don’t want to be emo-
tional in any way, shape or 
form, because this subject 
has been so emotionally 
charged.”

Ventura’s Father Serra statue headed for storage

Zenny is home

Photo by Aimee Heimbinder

Zenny the cat went missing from his home in downtown Ojai on April 15, so fliers 
went up all over the Ojai Valley asking for help finding him. Three months and 5 miles 
later, Zenny was reunited last week with the Crilley family. “It was just a miracle,” 
Jennifer Crilley (middle, holding Zenny) told the Ojai Valley News. A Houston family 
in Ojai on summer vacation and staying near The Thacher School saw one of the 
fliers. They had been feeding a similar-looking stray but weren’t sure it was Zenny. 
Two weeks later, the Heimbinder family’s two girls, Heart (left) and Heron (right), 
persuaded their mom, Aimee, to call Crilley. On July 9, Zenny went home. “It was so 
overwhelming, the emotion 
that was bottled up inside of 
me,” said Crilley, who encour-
aged people never to give up 
looking for a lost pet. She said 
a recent article in the Ojai Val-
ley News about a cat returned 
to its owner after being lost 
for seven years inspired her 
to keep looking for Zenny. Photo by Jennifer Crilley

Second virtual meeting on Reyes 
Peak tree-removal plan July 20

brief overview of the project and 
a time for questions.

A third virtual public meet-
ing will be scheduled prior to the 
close of the scoping period Aug. 
14.

The scoping period was ex-
tended to allow for additional 
public comments from individu-
als and groups.

To learn more about the 
project, visit Los Padres Na-
tional Forest’s Reyes Peak page 
at https://www.fs.usda.gov/
project/?project=58012.

People with concerns, sug-
gestions or information on this 
project have until Aug. 14 to pro-
vide them electronically at 
h t t p s : / / c a r a . e c o s y s t e m -
m a n a g e m e n t . o r g / P u b l i c /
CommentInput?Project=58012.

You can also submit a com-
ment online at LPFW.org/pine.

The first virtual public meet-
ing on the project was held June 
11.
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PLEASE SPAY & NEUTER YOUR PETS

OJAI VALLEY REAL ESTATE
805-646-7229 • CA BRE#0122952

PAID FOR BY  DALE HANSON ~ REALTOR®, NOTARY
www.Riki4RealEstate.com 

(No sign-in or reg
 

istration required) 

Search the Ojai Valley & California Regional MLS 

See: What's on the Market Today ... Visit: my listings & recent sales 

www.11209CreekRd-Ojai.com      www.Bear-Creek-Ranch.com 

Riki Strandfeldt 
Direct: (805) 794-6474 

Your call is always welcomed. 

CA DRE Li
 

c. # 01262026 

Email:
Riki4RealEstate@aol.com 

 

109 N. Blanche St. Suite 100 

Ojai CA 93023 

I have several qualified Buyers 

looking for Ojai Valley properties. 

If you've thought about Selling,  
please contact me. 

 

Inquiries are confidential. 

Tom Weber - Broker  •  805-320-2004
CalDRE# 00805061  •  TomWeber@ojaitom.com

108 SOUTH MONTGOMERY STREET  $2,099,000

Prime Commercial Real Estate in downtown Ojai with well established bakery, breakfast and lunch 
restaurant.  Located In the heart of downtown and just steps away from all of Ojai’s events and attractions.

Amanda Stanworth
805.218.8117
DRE 01262333
astanworth@livsothebysrealty.com

© 2020 LIV Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. All data, including all measurements and calculations are obtained from various sources and has not and will not be verified by Broker. 
All information shall be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy. LIV Sotheby’s International Realty is independently owned and operated and supports the principals of the Fair Housing Act.

Teresa Rooney
805.340.8928

DRE 00599443
trooney@livsothebysrealty.com

JUST LISTED!
Horse property! This great property is 

conveniently located near the Ojai Valley 

Trail and has much to offer. The home has 

a spacious open floor plan with vaulted 

wood ceilings and hickory wood floors. 

Large windows offer views and natural 

lighting.

11134 N Ventura Avenue, Ojai 
$695,000

CLASSIC YET 
VERSATILE DESIGN!

4-6 bedroom 4 bath with open floor plan 

evokes the Ojai lifestyle, with its generously 

proportioned living spaces, graceful pool, 

outdoor dining and entertaining areas.

1117 Sunnyglenn Avenue, Ojai 
$998,000

400 BUCKBOARD LANE, OJAI  $2,199,000

Williamson VanKeulen
Luxury Homes International
Keller Willams Realty

(805) 272-0949
www.wvojai.com
Anne - DRE 01448441

Cassandra - DRE 01929366

Premier location in prestigious Persimmon 

Hill that provides quiet and privacy. Designed 

by architect Richard Carelli, this custom 

4-bedroom, 3.5-bath in Post-Craftsman 

design. The 9-room home was recently 

painted inside and out and is ready for the 

discriminant buyer. Other features such as a 

privately-owned well, koi pond and a fabulous 

built-in pool/spa with BBQ to entertain by. 

There is a covered outside patio for dining al 

fresco surrounded by roses and fruit trees. 

The home has been lovingly maintained and is 

ready to move in. Walking distance to Libbey 

Park and downtown restaurants and shops.



A8
FRIDAY,
JULY 17, 2020

LOWER RATES bugs@ojaitermite.com FREE ESTIMATES
State License #OPR6493 • Serving Ventura, Santa Barbara & L.A. Counties 11584 N. Ventura Ave. Ojai, CA 93023

Serving the Ojai Valley for Over 40 Years!
 General
    Pest & 
    Termite
    Control
 Organic 
    Pest Control
    Available
    (GoGreen)
 Termite
    Reports for
    Escrows

 Fumigations
    (Subcontracted)

 Fungi (Dr
    Rot) & Termite
    Damage
    Repair
 Dead / Live
    Animal
    Removal

USE A LOCAL FIRMUSE A LOCAL FIRM

RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL
DISINFECTANT and SANITATION SERVICES

COVID-19
Now offering:

Each office individually owned & operated

For all your For all your 
Real Estate Real Estate 
needs callneeds call
the the 

Ranch Ranch 
Gal!Gal!

She Delivers She Delivers 
GREAT GREAT 

SERVICESERVICE
with Honesty with Honesty 
and Integrityand Integrity

Marie
McTavish
805-231-5075
DRE# 01063382

mmctavish@c21everest.com

REALTOR FOR 11 YEARS!

For all your 
Real Estate 
needs call
the 

Ranch 
Gal!

She Delivers 
GREAT 

SERVICE
with Honesty 
and Integrity

Holly Humphry, Realtor
805-646-4911 x104
CA. Lic# 00875307

Dale Hanson, Realtor
805-646-7229 x102
CA. Lic# # 01229522

Carol Blanton, Broker
805-798-2246 x110
CA. Lic# # 01013216

Glenn Kuhr, Realtor
805-760-0366 x105
CA. Lic# # 01707086

Ojai Valley Real EstateOjai Valley Real Estate
Sales / Property Management / Notary • Sales / Property Management / Notary • 221 E Matilija St., Ojai | (805) 646-4911 www.ojaivalleyrealestate.com221 E Matilija St., Ojai | (805) 646-4911 www.ojaivalleyrealestate.com

 for Lease or Month-to-Month
Shared or Private Furnished or Unfurnished

$250 to $3,500 per month
200 to 2500 sq. � .

Call Ron (805) 646-4911
CA. Lic. #01049373

DOWNTOWN OFFICEDOWNTOWN OFFICE
OR RETAIL SPACEOR RETAIL SPACE

             COMMERCIAL!             COMMERCIAL!

Rare investment opportunity in Oak View, zoned CPD which provides extensive possibilities. 
Currently consists of a duplex with two 1 BD/1 BA units, plus 3 legal mobile homes providing 

income from space rents. $450,500
Glenn Kuhr (805) 760-0366

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

Well cared for and nicely updated home in one of Ojai’s favorite gated senior park with a 
large pool, salt water spa, shuffl eboard, billiard room. Located on the outside perimeter 
of the park with a spacious side and back yard that has its own gate to exit the park. 

$139,000 Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

SOLD!SOLD!

Lovely Oaks West home with many recent upgrades! Kitchen with white cabinetry, granite 
counter tops, farm house sink, new fi xtures & appliances.  Remodeled bathrooms with new 
vanities, fl ooring & fi xtures. New paint inside & out, PEX plumbing, roof, heater & A/C. 

$688,000 Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

SOLD!SOLD!

One of the best bargains on the market, affordable senior living with very low space rent! 
Vintage cutie with many upgrades, move in ready. Newer laminate fl ooring throughout, 

ceiling fi xtures, remodeled kitchen, open living room.
$84,000  Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

SENIORS 55 PLUS!SENIORS 55 PLUS!

Located on the outside edge of this small friendly senior park community in the Mira Monte 
neighborhood, walk to Meiners Oaks. 3 beds with bright open kitchen. Recent interior & 

exterior paint, private yard with storage shed. This turnkey home is a real value!
$199,000   Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

Glen

WE’RE OPEN!WE’RE OPEN!DEEMED ESSENTIALDEEMED ESSENTIAL

IN ESCROW!IN ESCROW!  

Originally a single family neighborhood, now mixed use with development potential. Buyer 
is encouraged to check with the City of Ventura for allowed uses. Large deep lot with small 

home in serious disrepair. Value is in the land.
$480,000 Carol Blanton  (805) 646-4911

Carol
ext#110

           BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!           BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!

The Place, destination for travelers on scenic Highway 33 in Ventucopa, within Cuyama 
Valley. Since 1929, serving good food & drinks, along with good times. Warm interior, 
outside seating for events, large groups, on acre +. Rustic stop for campers, hikers, off 

road riders, bikers.  $399,500 Glenn Kuhr 805-760-0366

Glen

Comfortable 5 bedroom, 3 bath home has a producing 5 acre orchard included. A spacious 
second fl oor has one of the two potential master suites and a loft that adds a unique 

addition. Mountain views.
$1,250,000   Glenn Kuhr 805-760-0366

                                      RESIDENTIAL + 5 ACRE GROVE! RESIDENTIAL + 5 ACRE GROVE! 

Glen

Char Michaels
805-620-2438

char@ojaikw.com
DRE 00878649

www.ojaihomes4sale.com

Nestled on a 2 acre oak-studded Rancho Matillija oasis, this split-
level contemporary Spanish offers 3200 sq ft w/ remodeled kitchen, 
both Living & Family rms as well as an Artist studio.  The upstairs 

Master w/Fireplace and walk-out balcony is an inviting retreat.  
Gorgeous pool and Spa on park-like grounds.  $1,532,000

RARE OPPORTUNITY IN THE OJAI VALLEY!

Help Ojai remove 1 million pounds
of carbon from our air annually;

Call City Code Enforcement: 805-646-5581 x117

STOP GAS POWERED
LANDSCAPE TOOLS
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Washington football
forced to get it right

In a move more overdue 
than that library book under 
your bed, the National Foot-
ball League’s Washington, D.C.  
franchise and team owner Dan 
Snyder announced the team 
will retire the “Redskins” name 
after 87 years.

The former team nick-
name was difficult even to 
write in this context because 
of the blatantly racist nature of 
it. For years, many sports com-
mentators and reporters have 
refused to refer to the team by 
their nickname — this reporter 
being one of them.

Teams throughout the 
four major North American 
professional sports have used 
Native American nicknames 
for their teams over the years, 
but none has been more con-
troversial than Washington’s. 

For decades, the team re-
fused to change the name, even 
as many Native Americans 
voiced their displeasure with 
it. In fact, Snyder told USA TO-
DAY Sports in 2013: “We’ll never 
change the name. It’s that sim-
ple. NEVER — you can use caps.”

However, seven years later, 
money spoke louder than Sny-
der’s words. The team’s stadi-
um title sponsor FedEx, as well 
as PepsiCo, Bank of America 
and Nike, all asked the team to 
get rid of the name this month. 

Under this direct threat of 
losing all these sponsorship 
dollars the team holds dear, 
the team monicker was finally 
put to bed on Monday.

Though Washington fi-
nally bowed to the weight of 
the sponsorship pressure and 
changed the team’s name — 
albeit for the wrong reasons — 
there are still other profession-
al and major collegiate sports 
teams profiting off of terms 
and traditions that negatively 
stereotype Native Americans.

The Cleveland Indians 
Major League Baseball team is 
expected to change their nick-
name soon as well, after facing 
backlash in recent weeks.

The team’s manager Terry 
Francona backed the change last 
week by saying: “I think it’s time 
to move forward. It’s a very dif-
ficult subject. It’s also delicate.”

What is not difficult is fol-
lowing someone else’s lead, 
and Washington’s NFL team 
just gave Cleveland’s MLB team 
that window of opportunity.

Another team that should 
absolutely change its nick-
name is the MLB’s Atlanta 
Braves. Along with the name, 
the Braves share a problematic 
tradition with many other pro-
fessional and collegiate teams: 
the Tomahawk Chop.

The Tomahawk Chop mis-
represents Native Americans in 
a xenophobic way that is inaccu-
rate to their traditions and cul-
ture. Though the Braves said in a 
letter earlier this week the team 
will not change its nickname, 
the absolute bare minimum At-
lanta and others can do is get rid 
of this tasteless tradition.

While Washington’s name 
change should be celebrated, 
the lack of morality in getting 
there must not be forgotten.

Ojai Valley News photo by Holly Roberts

Members of the boys’ and girls’ water polo teams recently gathered at a 
safe distance at Solimar Beach to get in a little work on dry land. The train-
ing session was organized by the team captains from both teams. The fate 
of the fall sports calendar will be determined next week by the CIF, leaving 
players, coaches, parents and fans wondering when their favorite sports 
will get back to action. 

Mike Miller
mike@ojaivalleynews.com
When the Nordhoff 

High School football pro-
gram took the field for the 
first time this summer on 
July 13, there was cautious 
optimism the fall season 
would get underway in 
early August. However, 
that optimism quickly 
turned to disappointment 
when after one day, off-
season workouts were or-
dered to stop.

The decision to stop 
came after Ventura Coun-
ty saw a spike in COV-
ID-19 cases and the state 
once again implemented 
restrictions aimed at slow-
ing the spread of the virus. 
The guidance from the 
county stated: “All orga-
nized and/or recreational 
team sports activities are 
prohibited until further 
notice. This applies to all 
organized sports teams 
(except professional 
teams, which may be cov-
ered by a separate order), 
including those associated 
with public and private 
schools and colleges, and 
adult and youth sports or-
ganizations. This prohibi-
tion applies to members 
of a team gathering to-
gether for games, practic-
es, physical conditioning, 

drills and any other group 
activity that involves two 
or more persons gathering 
at the same place and time 
for an organized team ac-
tivity.”

So, after one day on 
the gridiron, NHS head 
coach Lance Wiggins and 
company are back on hold 
for the foreseeable future. 
These latest developments 
have many thinking fall 
sports will likely shift to a 
January start date. An offi-
cial decision regarding fall 
sports is expected from 
the CIF by July 20. 

Despite the disap-
pointment, Wiggins re-
mains upbeat. “I’d gotten 
a tip that this was coming 
so it wasn’t a shock at all. 
And honestly, it is the right 
thing to do with the spike 
in cases. It needs to hap-
pen at this point.”

Wiggins is also look-
ing at this as an exercise 
in how future reopening 
processes will work. “We 
learned a lot through this 
process and we felt really 
good about the product 
we put on the field,” he 
added.

According to Wiggins, 
the first day of practice 
included 66 players out of 
the 87 who indicated inter-
est in playing this season. 

The Nordhoff Rangers 
Gridiron Club will be host-
ing its annual golf outing 
Aug. 1 at the Soule Park 
Golf Course. Proceeds 
from the event will be 
used to support the NHS 
football program, includ-
ing equipment and other 
necessary safety mea-
sures that have surfaced in 
recent months as a result 
of COVID-19. This year’s 
event will be played using 
rolling tee times rather than the traditional shotgun start. Teams must 
register and pay prior to July 19 to hold a spot in this year’s tournament. 
For more information on this year’s event or to register for the tourna-
ment, contact tournament organizer Mike Dawkins at (805) 340-1057. 
Anyone interested in supporting the program with a donation can visit 
www.nordhoffrangersfootball.com/donations/ for more information. 

The Sundowner golf 
league reached the three-
quarter pole July 14 at Soule 
Park Golf Course. Players are 
in midseason form and scores 
were generally better than av-
erage.

The team of Captain 
Camo and the SniPARS main-
tained their lead in the sec-
ond half standings by posting 
a solid team score of 59. The 
team scored two points above 
the league average despite 
only having four players on 
the week. 

They were led by the play 
of Dustin Baxley, who posted 
his fourth straight round in the 
20s by firing a gross 44 for 21 
points. Baxley has 168 points 
on the season and is one of a 
number of players chasing his 
teammate and season points 
leader Ryan Howatt. Howatt 
kept his hot hand by firing a 

gross 39 for 19 points on the 
day. The third and final score 
was contributed by Cade 
Carper, who scored 19 points 
with his round of a gross 
43. The SniPARS are charg-
ing at the right time and have 
now risen to third place in the 
overall season standings.

Gary’s Foreplayers made 
a huge jump in the second 
half standings thanks to their 
massive 65-point day. The 
Foreplayers are now only two 
points behind the SniPARS 
and have firmly planted 
themselves in the playoff dis-
cussion. The Foreplayers be-
gan the 2020 season slowly 
but have found their game 
at just the right time. The 
team was led by the play of 
Chris Van Son, who had his 
best round of the year be-
hind his gross score of 41 for 
24 points. Van Son has the 

highest average points of any 
player on his team. Team cap-
tain Mike Doran had another 
good day with a gross 43 for 
21 points. Teammates Sean 
Strben and Don Marshall each 
scored 20 points to round out 
the team total.

Third place in the second-
half standings is a tie between 
Shut the Putt Up and Millie’s 
Duffers. Both teams sit six 
points behind the leaders.

Shut the Putt Up scored 
55 points on the week thanks 
to Trevor Leal. Leal has been 
unstoppable of late, with 
four consecutive rounds 
above 20 points. He shot a 
gross round of one-over par 
37 for 21 points. His handi-
cap continues to plummet, 
but Leal keeps improving 
each week. Teammates Rick 
Dowden and Connor Mc-
Manigal each scored a re-

spectable 17 points to chip 
in the other two team scores. 
Shut the Putt Up also holds 
the overall season lead by a 
three-point margin.

Millie’s Duffers saw Mike 
Montano lead the way for the 
team with a gross round of 42 
for 22 points. Team captain 
Adrian Frape and Gus Gonza-
lez each had 19 points to help 
their team break the 60-point 
barrier on the day. Frape is 
one of the leading point scor-
ers on the year and leads his 
team with an average of 18.8 
points per week.

The low gross round on 
the day was fired by both 
Scotty Davis of Martin’s Left-
overs and Scott Snowbarger 
of Junkyard. Both players shot 
rounds of two-under par 34 
to lead their teams. Davis had 
three birdies and an eagle on 
the day, while Snowbarger 

birdied his first two holes as 
well as the difficult eighth 
hole.

The high point scorer on 
the day was Jeff Sturdivan 
of the Weapons of Grass De-
struction. Sturdivan had his 
best round of the year and 
fired a gross 41 for 26 incred-
ible points. His round ties Leal 
for the most points scored by 
a player this year.  Sturdivan 
knows this feeling well as he 
is the all-time high scorer in 
Sundowner history with his 
stunning 28-point day that 
occurred in 2015.

Skins in the A Flight were 
won by Rob Tovias, Davis, 
Matt Buck, and Snowbarger.  
The B Flight saw Mark Ken-
yon, Alfonso Pacheco, and Ty-
ler Phillips each win a skin. C 
Flight skin winners included 
Ryan Hayes, Josh Rood, and 
Sturdivan.

Fall sports reopen, then immediately close

Ojai Valley News photo by Ken Brown 

Nordhoff High School football coach Lance Wiggins takes a pod of players through the 
team’s first day of offseason practice on July 13. The offseason was short lived after Ventura 
County ordered all organized team sports activities to halt due to an influx of COVID-19 
cases.

“Practice was outstanding. 
I was very pleased with the 
effort and attitudes of the 
players and the coaches 
were all great. The session 
was also well received by 
the parents who watched 
from the parking lot. In 
fact, I got a number of 
emails that evening from 
parents who gave great 
feedback,” said Wiggins.

Now Ventura County 
schools will wait for word 
from the CIF about the fall 
sports calendar. If things 
go as expected and CO-
VID-19 cases are at an 
acceptable level, Wiggins 
expects October to be the 
time when the team would 
engage in its normal 
spring practice activities. 
Then team will hopefully 

transition to 7-on-7 ses-
sions in early December 
before kicking off the sea-
son in January. 

“There are still lots of 
questions to be answered 
but I’m sure the CIF will 
come up with a good plan. 
All we can do now is stay 
positive and be ready to 
go when we get the green 
light,” concluded Wiggins.

Captain Camo maintains lead in Sundowner golf play

Deadline to register for Rangers 
Gridiron tournament is July 19

Ojai Valley News photo by Ken Brown

Villanova Prep water polo gets in some work



The number of people 
in Ventura County hospital-
ized with COVID-19 cases 
reached 101 on Wednesday, 
according to county gov-
ernment officials who held 
a press conference Wednes-
day at Limoneira Co. in San-
ta Paula.

They said they plan to 
travel to different areas of 
the county to hold press 
conferences on Wednes-
days at 1 p.m.

The July 15 press con-
ference focused on out-
reach to farmworkers about 
safety protocols since, as of 

Thursday, they made up 7% 
of the total 4,787 Ventura 
County residents who have 
ever been infected with the 
coronavirus since it was 
first reported in the county 
on March 6.

Ventura County Public 
Health Director Rigoberto 
Vargas cautioned that with 
COVID-19 outbreaks “ram-
pant” in the county, resi-
dents must stay vigilant and 
adhere to the latest Public 
Health orders that added 
restrictions to several busi-
nesses and restricted youth 
sports activities on July 13.

Angeles Small of Lo-
grando Bienstar, a pro-
gram of Ventura County 
Behavioral Health, said 
bilingual county outreach 
and engagement counsel-
ors are available by phone 
throughout the day and by 
calling 805-973-5220.

Also, Israel Nicolas-
Vasquez, program adminis-
trator of the Ventura Coun-
ty Farmworker Resource 
Program, said the agency 
is helping educate agricul-
tural workers about how 
to stay safe and providing 
that information in English, 

Spanish and indigenous 
languages, such as Mixteco.

Barry Zimmerman, 
chief deputy of the county 
Health Care Agency, said 
that due to more people 
getting tested, the county is 
implementing a new policy 
that top priority for test-
ing will be given to those 
who are hospitalized with 
COVID-19 symptoms; have 
symptoms; are in close con-
tact with infected people; or 
have a connection to a CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

However, officials said 
asymptomatic people will 
not be turned away at the 
drive-through sites.

Free COVID-19 drive-
through testing sites (no 
appointment needed) are 
open Monday through Fri-
day, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
except for Oxnard Col-
lege, which is open Friday 
through Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. The testing sites are:

•  Former Ford dealership, 
128 Hallock Drive, Santa 
Paula.

•  Moorpark College, 7075 
Campus Road, Moor-
park.

•  Oxnard College, 4000 S. 
Rose Ave., Oxnard.

•  Ventura College, 4667 
Telegraph Road, Ventura.

•  Testing is also available at 
county clinics and state 
sites.
Also, the county will 

provide mobile testing, with 

its first stop in Piru on Sat-
urday.

Ventura County was 
one of the first large coun-
ties in the state to start to 
reopen businesses due to 
the progress it was making 
in flattening the COVID-19 
curve. But, last month, as 
the county’s hospitalization 
cases increased, it landed 
on the state’s monitoring 
list.

On July 13, it was one 
of several counties that had 
to roll back openings when 
Gov. Gavin Newsom an-
nounced that he was again 
closing gyms, places of wor-
ship, malls, hair salons and 
other personal-care busi-
nesses in Ventura County 
and several other counties. 
All of these businesses may 
continue to operate out-
door operations.

However, retail stores 
with outdoor entrances 
can stay open, according 
to Ventura County Public 
Information Officer Ashley 
Bautista.

The governor’s new or-
der, followed by a new order 
by Ventura County Public 
Health Officer Dr. Robert 
Levin, went into effect July 
14.

To read the new Ven-
tura County Public Health 
order, visit www.ventura-
countyrecovers.org and 
also see www.venturacoun-
tyrecovers.org/faqs. Those 
frequently asked questions 

are directives from the state 
and/or local public Health 
officer and have the same 
force and effect as other of-
ficial directives.

Restaurants are allowed 
to continue outdoor dining 
and provide takeout meals.

The following business-
es are required to close in-
door operations:

— Fitness centers
— Worship services
— Indoor protests
— Offices for nonessential 

sectors.
— Personal care services, 

like nail salons, body 
waxing and tattoo par-
lors

— Hair salons and  
barbershops

— Malls.
Ventura County Public 

Health Officer Dr. Levin also 
prohibited “all organized 
and/or recreational team 
sports activities” until fur-
ther notice. “This prohibi-
tion applies to members of 
a team gathering together 
for games, practices, physi-
cal conditioning, drills and 
any other group activity 
that involves two or more 
persons gathering at the 
same place and time for an 
organized team activity.”

Day camps continue to 
be allowed, provided camp-
ers comply with social-
distancing requirements, 
Levin said in a written state-
ment.

While we’re temporarily closed let’s connect online:
OjaiValleyMuseum.org

OjaiHistory.com
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MONICA ROS SCHOOL NOW ENROLLING!

QUESTIONS? Contact us at  
office@monicaros.org  
or call 805-646-8184

Monica Ros School
783 McNell Road 

Ojai, CA 93023

Monica Ros School has very limited spaces available to students  
entering Kindergarten through 3rd Grade for the upcoming 

school year! Monica Ros will be offering the entire breadth of 
our curriculum (including Art! Spanish! and Performing Arts!) 

with in-person, on-campus classes of small groups of students,  
five days a week.

Please inquire about opportunities for 4th and 5th Grade  
students as we explore expanding our offerings of  

75 years of joyful learning!  

Our COVID protocols can be explored at: monicaros.org/about/COVID
We are strictly following all Federal, State, and Local  

safety guidelines regarding COVID. 

6.417x8_OVN_Ad_GradeschoolEnrollment.indd   1 7/8/20   9:48 AM

Austin Widger
awidger@ojaivalleynews.com

 What is being hailed 
as the first climate park in 
the country is coming to 
Ojai, after Ojai City Coun-
cil voted July 14 to approve 
a memorandum of under-
standing with Global Green 
for its design.

The motion passed 
3–0, with Mayor Johnny 
Johnston and Councilman 
Randy Haney abstaining 
because they said there is 
a lack of information about 
the project.

The project would be 
the first of its kind in the 
United States, and would 
take shape at the City Hall 
site at Stewart Canyon. The 
idea behind the project 
would be to reduce fire haz-
ards, improve watershed 
flow and clean the air.

The concept was pro-
posed by Councilmen Wil-
liam Weirick and Ryan 
Blatz, who have been work-
ing with Global Green to 

develop it.
Global Green USA is the 

American Affiliate of Green 
Cross International, a non-
profit organization working 
to shift the globe toward 
a sustainable and secure 
future, according to their 
website.

Global Green USA is ad-
vancing smart solutions to 
climate change to protect 
the planet.

Weirick said: “What 
they’re really looking for 
is just a memorandum of 
understanding. They’re 
looking at potential for sis-
ter-city relationships that 
could attract resources for 
sustainability, educational 
participations, looking at 
soils, topography, predis-
position for all kinds of en-
vironmental improvement; 
a lot of expertise, really on 
a global level, that could 
help with the kind of policy 
goals that we are very ambi-
tious about embracing, and 
sometimes with limited re-

sources. This is a way of get-
ting more resources with-
out budget expenditures.”

Blatz added that al-
though the city has no 
money or positive projects 
in the works right now, this 
could be done from a con-
fluence of very lucky cir-
cumstances. Grant money 
could be used to complete 
the project, he said.

Blatz said: “That’s why 
we’re starting with an MOU, 
and we’re going to keep 
working on this until we get 
somewhere down the road 
to have some sort of design 
agreement that we’ll come 
back to the council and 
move forward with. Really, 
at this point what Global 
Green needs is us to show 
our support for them doing 
what they want to do, which 
is really taking this by the 
reins and raising money to 
get this thing working.”

Haney said he was most 
concerned with how afflu-
ent Global Green is. He said 

that with affluence comes 
gentrification, and fears 
the group wants to take the 
Ojai brand and make some-
thing.

Haney said: “That’s my 
fear here, is we know noth-
ing about them. They have 
not come to us and talked 
to council. They haven’t 
talked to us individually. 
They haven’t come and 
done a presentation, but 
I’ll tell you what: Go to their 
website. Just go take a peek 
— $250,000-plate dinners, 
$100,000-plate dinners. It’s 
fundraising like that that, 
I’ll be honest with you, 
scares the daylights out of 
me, because that’s not what 
we are. And we are going to 
allow someone or some-
thing or an entity like that 
to come into our neighbor-
hood, embed themselves in 
our back yard and I don’t 
know if that’s in our best in-
terest.”

Johnston said he also 
is concerned with the un-

certainty surrounding the 
project and MOU. He said: 
“The money doesn’t scare 
me. I’m delighted they 
got money, maybe they’ll 
spend it here. What con-
cerns me is I don’t want 
us to burden the City Hall 
campus with yet another 
overlay. We’ve already got, 
you know, organic garden 
and memorial garden and 
pickleball, plus our basic 
function. We’re having diffi-
culties with a very old lease 
with our friends at HELP of 
Ojai that I don’t see kind of 
a site plan.”

Both Haney and John-
ston said they wondered 
what the rush was to push 
the MOU through. 

Blatz and Weirick em-
phasized the fact that the 
MOU needed to be agreed 
to that night, or Global 
Green would find some-
where else to take the proj-
ect. 

Weirick said: “What we 
risk not approving it to-

night, what they’re looking 
for is, does this council em-
brace, you know, the idea of 
saying … ‘we welcome you 
into our community,’ and 
develop a concept for us to 
vet and look at?”

He said if the council 
were to wait until the end 
of summer to make a deci-
sion about it, Global Green 
would “go elsewhere with 
this energy that they’re of-
fering to partner with us 
right now.”

Councilwoman Suza 
Francina said she likes what 
she has heard about the 
project. Though she also 
wanted more information, 
she said she was willing to 
invest time and research 
into understanding the or-
ganization and the project. 

Council will not meet 
again until after its summer 
recess in September, so that 
is the soonest the subject of 
the climate park will next 
be discussed. 

Climate park plan for Ojai moves step closer

Ventura County officials highlight farmworker safety,
prioritize testing for those with COVID-19 symptoms



Monday, July 20
UVRGA Public Workshop 
— Upper Ventura River 
Groundwater Agency’s FREE 
first Public Workshop  4:00 
PM. Register at:
https://attendee.
gotowebinar.com/regis-
ter/7450174649837125392
FOOD SHARE — Food Share 
is holding a “pop-up pan-
try” for those in need at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church, 
185 St. Thomas Drive, Ojai 
on Monday, starting at noon 
until the food runs out. 
Distributions are limited to 
residents of Ventura County. 
For more information go to 
https://foodshare.com/co-

vid19/.

OJAI FILM FESTIVAL  —

presents a free online film 
series. “Festival Highlights” 
with two to three films 
released each week. View the 
schedule of films at https://
ojaifilmfestival.com/new-
online-film-series/
OJAI CERTIFIED FARMERS’ 
MARKET — Every 
Sunday 9 AM – 1 PM at 
300 E. Matilija St., Ojai. 
ojaicertifiedfarmersmarket.com
OJAI MUSIC FESTIVAL 
— The Festival’s BRAVO 
program, with Song & 
Play Thursday taught by 
Laura Walter, education 
coordinator. Song & Play 
Thursday videos will provide 
children and families a 
music program in which 
song & interactive play 
promote emotional and 
musical development. 
Each week, the videos and 
curriculum notes will be 
available at https://www.
ojaifestival.org.
OJAI MUSIC FESTIVAL 

— The Festival marks the 
unrealized 2020 Festival with 
Virtual Offerings hosted by 
Ara Guzelimian. https://
www.ojaifestival.org.
OJAICARES CANCER 
RESOURCE CENTER 
continues to serve our 
community with patient 
navigation and 1:1 grief and 
caregiver counseling as well 
nutrition counseling all by 
phone or video. Upcoming 
event by virtual access: 
Release through Relaxation-
Therapeutic Imagery on 
July 9. For more information 
please call (805) 646-6433.
SECURE BEGINNINGS 
ONLINE PROGRAMS 
— Support for Families 
with Children 0–5; 
Parent Consultations, 
Counseling, Free Diaper 
Bank, Breastfeeding/First 
Feeding Care Line, Latino 
Parent Support and Young 
Parent Support.  Please visit 
securebeginnings.org or call 

(805) 646-7559 x105 
SHARE THE HARVEST 
COMMUNITY MARKET — 
Those in need come to pick 
up FREE fresh produce.
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM, (1st 
Thursday) at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church parking lot.  
185 St. Thomas Dr. Ojai. For 
questions contact: bonnie.
patton@cdrv.org.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
FOOD PANTRY  —  (Monthly, 
3rd Saturday) 8:00 AM–10:00 
AM at St. Thomas Aquinas 
/ SVDP, 185 St. Thomas Dr., 
Ojai
FREE DIAPER BANK — 
Secure Beginnings Free 
Diaper Bank is open on the 
first and third Wednesdays 
of each month from 11am–
1pm. Next bank: July 15. 
Diapers are available to 
residents of Ventura County. 
The Diaper Bank is located 
at Meiners Oaks Elementary 
School 400 S. Lomita Ave. 
Ojai. Please call (805) 646-

7559 x6 with questions.
OJAI POETRY SERIES — 
OPS resumes via Zoom 
third Tuesdays at 6 pm.  
For information on how to 
access this reading please 
contact Judy Oberlander at 
oberlanderjudy@hotmail.
com.
THE OJAI ART CENTER 
— The Ojai Art Center will 
be closed until further no-
tice, and all related classes 
and events are postponed.  
https://www.ojaiartcenter.
org.
OJAI VALLEY WOMAN’S 
CLUB — FREE Monthly 
Book Club.  Aug. 10 and each 
2nd Monday of the month 
at 3 PM via Zoom. Next 
Book Club: July 13. Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/
OjaiValleyWomansClub  for 
a seat and a code.
VENTURA COUNTY LI-
BRARY — Visit our Facebook 
page and the live video will 
automatically start.

https://www.facebook.com/
VenturaCountyLibrary/  
Mondays: Storytime Live 
10:30 AM to 11:00 AM and 
Bilingual Storytime Live 3:30 
0to 4:00 PM.
Tuesdays: Storytime Live 
10:30 AM to 11:00 AM and 
Bilingual Bedtime Stories 
Live 7:00 PM to 7:30 PM.
Wednesdays: Storytime Live 
10:30 AM to 11:00 AM. Art 
Lessons Live:  
3:30 PM to 4:00 PM.
Thursdays:  STEAM Storytime 
Live: 10:30 AM to 11:00 AM.  
Bedtime Stories Live:  
7:00 to 7:30 PM.
Fridays: Storytime Live: 
10:30 AM to 11:00 AM.  
Storytime Live:  
3:30 PM to 4:00 PM.
LIBBEY BOWL CONCERTS 
— (Sterling Venue Ventures):
All Libbey Bowl concerts 
have been postponed.  
For more info see: 
https://wmmts.comtails. 
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This Week

Post-surgical 
care

Terminal  
care

Short-term skilled rehabilitation services 
following a serious injury or illness

Long-term care for 
certain health conditions

The NEW Continuing Care Center at 
Ojai Valley Community Hospital

NOW OPEN!

Continuing Care Center
The New

Promoting healthy living in the tranquil setting of the 
beautiful Ojai Valley.

• 75 bed, state-of-the-art skilled nursing facility

• Seamless access to hospital care if needed

• Private and semi-private rooms

• Private bathrooms with showers in each room

• Hair salon, chapel and library on site

• Outdoor gardens and courtyards

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:
805/948-2000

1306 Maricopa Highway Ojai, CA

Ongoing Events

Great white:
  Continued from Page A1

Apart from the apparent 
sighting by the fisher-
men, no one else saw the 
shark, Johnson said. But 
due to an abundance of 
caution, she added, the 
swimmers were pulled 
from the water and the 
rest of the swim was 
called off.

Whether an actual 
shark was sighted was 
unknown, said John-
son, adding she’s since 
heard from people who 
regularly swim near the 
pier that fishermen have 
been known to yell out 
shark sightings as a sort 
of joke. “I think they’re 
harassing people a little 
bit,” she said.

Oak View resident 

Wenke Seider has two 
children in the Junior 
Lifeguard program who 
were swimming around 
the pier that morning. 
She said pulling the kids 
out of the water was the 
right thing to do. “What 
can you do? If somebody 
says that they saw one, 
you’ve got to put safety 
first. You just can’t risk 
it,” said Seider, a world- 
class swimmer and surf-
er who coaches the Ojai 
Heat Waves swim team 
at the Ojai Valley Athletic 
Club.

Seider’s 14-year-old 
son, Quin, has been in 
the Junior Lifeguard 
program for four years 
and was the first one in 

the water. He said the 
reported shark sight-
ing was exhilarating, 
but didn’t leave him as 
scared as he might have 
been. “I felt this huge 
rush of adrenaline, and 
my arms, which were 
tired, just stopped hurt-
ing as we turned around 
and started swimming 
in. It was just the weird-
est feeling.”

At the time, Quin 
didn’t know why the 
swimmers were being 
called in, “but I think it 
was the best decision.”

Sandra Torres said 
her daughter was also 
unaware of what was 
happening and sim-
ply followed instruc-

tions to turn around 
and swim back to shore. 
“She thought that it was 
either a shark or a tsu-
nami, because what else 
could it be?” said Torres, 
who praised the Junior 
Lifeguard team for the 
way they handled the 
situation.

“We’re one of the epi-
centers for great white 
shark encounters and 
populations,” said Sean 
Anderson, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of Environmental 
Science and Resource 
Management at Cali-
fornia State University, 
Channel Islands.

“What really attracts 
the populations to our 
area are the marine 

mammals that they eat.”
Anderson said popu-

lations are booming due 
to an abundance of food 
and a 1990 ban on the 
use of gill nets, blamed 
for killing sea animals 
such as great white 
sharks.

Most of the sharks 
just offshore are juve-
niles and are not a threat 
to people. “Those little 
sharks don’t eat people. 
But they are very abun-
dant,” said Anderson, 
adding a 7-foot great 
white is just leaving the 
juvenile stage.

If you encounter a 
shark, the best thing to 
do is calmly swim back 
to shore, while keep-

ing an eye on the shark, 
Anderson said. The vast 
majority of shark bites 
are cases of mistaken 
identity, where the shark 
mistakes its prey for a 
seal or other marine 
mammal.

Anderson said great 
white sightings like the 
one reported last week 
should be taken as en-
couraging news. “So 
many of our shark spe-
cies around the world 
are tanking,” he said. 
“The fact that we have 
this one group of sharks 
doing relatively well, 
compared to how they 
were doing a few years 
ago, is a really positive 
sign.”



Esoteric astrology as news 
for the week of July17 

through July 23:

ARIES: The new moon 
influences both your 
home and profession. The 
opportunity is to unify 
and synthesize the two. 
Full moons are times of 
initiating new things, real-
ities and plans. At the dark 
of the moon, new seeds 
are planted. At new moon 
time, their first leaves ap-
pear. Visualize during this 

new moon time 
a synthesis between home 
and professional life. So 
you are no longer pulled 
in two directions. You 
needn’t be. 

TAURUS: You are 
emerging as a teacher, 
whether or not you are 
aware of this. The Cancer 
new moon helps you rec-
ognize your teaching abili-
ties and, when accepted 
and understood, new and 
needed goals arise. Re-

member 
previous 
teachers 
who taught 
you with 
kindness, 
goodness 
and knowl-
edge. Thank them. 

GEMINI: Make a list of 
what you value in your 
daily life — from objects 
to people to behaviors to 
intelligence to facts. As 

you identify your values, 
a greater sense of yourself 
as valuable comes forth. 
Remember also to tithe to 
those in need. 

CANCER: Observe your-
self carefully this week. 
This will help define what 
your present state of self-
identity is. Be sure also 
to provide yourself with 
adequate foods, nurtur-
ance, safety and security.  
You always nurture and 
provide for others. 

LEO: Allow yourself to 
stray from responsibilities 
and daily work duties. You 
are more internal than 
usual and your creative 
imagination needs to me-
ander about so new areas, 
an expansion of creativity, 
can appear. Relationships 
from the past are on your 
mind, too. Who, what, 
where, when? 

VIRGO: You are real-
izing that within you is an 
untapped level of cre-
ativity. Virgo’s fine art of 
order, organization and 
detail are very specialized 
creative acts. Are you a 
collector? That calls upon 
great creative discern-
ment. Allow yourself to be 
more and more defined as 
having a fine-tuned artis-
tic nature. 

LIBRA: Over the years, 
your home situation has 
brought you many chang-
es and transformations. 

You sought solidity and 
stability  for many years. 
Now you have them. Life 
is different these days. 
Happiness is now yours to 
keep. Comfort, safety and 
beauty, too. What from 
your childhood prepared 
you for this? 

SCORPIO: There’s an 
ongoing question con-
cerning your home, 
where you belong, how 
to prepare for the future. 
You have searched many 
different places, seeking 
a clue. Careful study and 
communication, along 
with more travel may be 
needed. Travel creates a 
new philosophy and way 
of life for you. Traveling in 
the outer world allows for 
an inner journey as well.   

SAGITTARIUS: This is 
an important time when 
you ponder deeply upon 
your values, wanting to 
improve, expand upon 
and restructure different 
aspects of your life.

It’s important first 
to acknowledge all your 
creative gifts. One is your 
dedication. You carry an 
enthusiasm and joyful-
ness that, to others, seems 
like an adventure. Also, 
there’s something you are 
to help with and share. 

CAPRICORN: All things 
colorful, cultural, bright 
and shiny bring out the 

best in you, inspiring your 
creative spirit, building 
your confidence as an 
artist. Whatever you do 
stimulates new and differ-
ent perspectives in others. 
You are an influencer, and 
most influential when 
following dreams, visions, 
wants and wishes. You will 
work hard in the coming 
months. Rest more and 
keep writing.

AQUARIUS: You may 
decide home is the best 
place to be to concen-
trate on health, comfort 
and preparing foods your 
body needs. Tend to daily 
tasks that nurture and 
soothe. 

PISCES: You carry a vi-
sion of the future. Recent-
ly you’ve been presented 
with the impression to be 
at home. Call upon hap-
piness and joy to be your 
companions. They offer a 
soothing and comforting 
care to your being. Pisces 
people need the deep-
est tending of all. Careful 
with foods. You are be-
ing prepared for a future 
spiritual task.  

Risa D’Angeles is direc-
tor of the Esoteric and 
Astrological Studies and 
Research Institute, email 
risagoodwill@gmail.com. 
To read her entire column, 
log on to www.ojaival-
leynews.com.
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ASTROLOGY  RISA D’ANGELES

By Dr. Jim Halverson

With cases of COV-
ID-19 significantly 

increasing in Ventura 
County, let’s review the 
steps you should take to be 
evaluated and what rec-
ommendations are likely 
to occur if you are tested.

Step 1: Know  
symptoms, risk

Signs and symptoms 
of COVID-19 may appear 
two to 14 days after expo-
sure. Reasons to consider 
testing are cough, short-
ness of breath  or two of 
the following symptoms: 
fever (subjective or con-
firmed 100.4 or higher), 
chills, muscle pain, fa-
tigue, headache, sore 
throat, new loss of taste or 
smell, nasal congestion, 
nausea or vomiting, or di-
arrhea.

Significant exposure is 
defined as spending more 
than 10 minutes within 6 
feet of an infected person 
who is not wearing a mask 
and includes household 
contacts, co-workers and 
health care workers not 
adequately protected with 
mask, gowns and gloves 
while in contact with the 
patient. 

In addition, if you were 
around that person 48 
hours before they started 

to experience symptoms 
or tested positive without 
symptoms, they may have 
been contagious and you 
should talk to your health 
care provider about test-
ing. Also, if you were di-
rectly exposed to infec-
tious secretions (coughed 
on, shared utensils with or 
shared food or drink with 
a person who tests posi-
tive) you should be tested.

Step 2: Contact your 
health care provider

Tell them you are seek-
ing advice about possible 
testing for COVID-19 and 
the symptoms you have 
or known exposure you 
are concerned about and 
the details of that expo-
sure. They will advise you 
to come to the office for 
evaluation and possible 
testing (often done in your 
car with your health care 

provider in appropriate 
protective gear); seek test-
ing at a testing center; or 
if you are extremely ill,  go 
to the Emergency Depart-
ment for further evalua-
tion. They will advise the 
Emergency Department 
that you are coming or 
have you call ahead. You 
will enter with a mask and 
the person or people who 
take you will likely not be 
allowed in.

Step 3: Self-quarantine 
after testing

Your health care pro-
vider or the testing center 
will give you the specif-
ics on this. You will likely 
be asked to quarantine at 
home until your test re-
sults are known. Due to 
high testing currently be-
ing appropriately done, 
laboratories are taking up 
to 10 days to get results 
back. You will be told to 
wear a mask at home un-
less you are home alone, 
stay at least 6 feet from 
household members at all 
times, use a separate bath-
room if possible and stay 
away from pets in your 
home if you live with oth-
ers. Pets do not get ill but 
can carry the virus from 
you to household mem-
bers.

Step 4: If you test positive

 You will be advised 
to continue quarantining 
until you have had no fe-
ver for at least 72 hours, 
improvement in respirato-
ry symptoms (e.g., cough, 
shortness of breath) and at 
least 10 days have passed 
since symptoms first ap-
peared.  You will also be 
made very aware of the 
warning signs of wors-
ening illness as approxi-
mately one in six people 
may become significantly 
worse several days after 
symptoms start. These 
symptoms include chest 
pain, worsening short-
ness of breath, confusion, 
inability to stay awake or 
bluish lips or face. Notify 
your health care provider 
or seek medical attention 
immediately if any of these 
symptoms occur. Please 
notify the first responders 
who help you that you are 
COVID-19 positive so that 
they will be appropriately 
protected.

Step 5: If you are  
hospitalized

You will be quaran-
tined in a private room 
with no visitors allowed, 
to protect them from the 
virus. All of your health 
care providers and hospi-

tal support staff will wear 
full protective gear ev-
ery time they are in your 
room. You will receive IV 
fluids, supplemental oxy-
gen if required, medica-
tion to prevent blood clots 
and very likely be offered 
treatments that may in-
clude intravenous remde-
sivir, intravenous or oral 
dexamethasone and/or 
infusions of convalescent 
plasma. All hospitals in 
Ventura County currently 
have these treatments 
available. IV antibiotics 
will be given if pneumo-
nia is suspected. If your 
condition worsens, ICU 
admission and possible 
ventilator support will oc-
cur. Monitoring of heart, 
kidney and neurological 
function will be done con-
tinuously.

 Most patients will sur-
vive, but hospital mortali-
ty still is between 5 to 10%. 
Risk factors for higher 
mortality include age over 
65, diabetes, obesity, im-
mune suppression from 
cancer or chronic rheuma-
tological conditions such 
as rheumatoid arthritis 
or lupus, and underlying 
heart, lung, liver or kidney 
conditions. Length of hos-
pitalization can be days to 
several weeks. Some survi-
vors may need prolonged 

rehabilitation in a skilled 
nursing facility follow-
ing hospital discharge, or 
long-term care at home.

Conclusion

 The possible severity 
of COVID-19 can be very 
frightening. Fortunately, 
due to the efforts by most 
of our Ojai Valley residents 
to socially distance, prop-
erly wear masks when re-
quired, avoid crowds and 
crowded indoor spaces 
and use appropriate 
hand-washing and sani-
tation practices, Ojai and 
Oak View have very low 
numbers of reported cases 
compared with all other 
areas  of Ventura County. 

Please continue to 
stay committed to pro-
tect yourself and others. 
Stay positive, appreciate 
the efforts of your family, 
friends and neighbors and 
take good care of yourself. 
Many areas in our world 
are succeeding in dealing 
with this virus. The Ojai 
Valley can continue to do 
so, too.

Stay positive, stay 
committed, stay safe and 
stay well.

— Dr. Jim Halverson, 
a longtime Ojai physician, 
writes a weekly column on 
COVID-19 for the Ojai Val-
ley News.

COVID-19: When to consult your health care provider and what to expect

Dr. Jim Halverson
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20200617-

10008157-0 1/1
Ventura County Clerk and 

Recorder
MARK A. LUNN

File Date: 06/09/2020
  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:
  1st Fictitious Business Name:  
Thera-Pilates
  Street Address of Principal 
Place of Business (P.O. Box or 
PMB are not acceptable):
1961 Silver Spur Circle, Ojai, 
CA 93023
   County of Principal Place of 
Business: Ventura
   Full name of 1st Registrant 
Individual/Corporation/Limited 
Liability Company:
Michael Holden
   Residence Address of 1st 
Registrant (P.O. Box or PMB are 
not acceptable):
1961 Silver Spur Circle, Ojai, 
CA 93023
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual
  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 

listed above on n/a.
I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct.
(A registrant who declares 

information as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of Business and Professions Code 

that the registrant knows to be 
false is guilty of a misdemeanor 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).)
Michael Holden

/s/ Michael Holden
  NOTICE – In accordance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

generally expires at the end of 

county clerk, except, as provided 
in subdivision section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to section 
17913 other than a change in 
residence address or registered 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code).

the County Clerk of Ventura 

stamp above.
————————
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20200611-

10007940-0 1/1
Ventura County Clerk and 

Recorder
MARK A. LUNN

File Date: 06/09/2020
  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:
  1st Fictitious Business Name:  
Rancho Vista del Nube
  Street Address of Principal 
Place of Business (P.O. Box or 
PMB are not acceptable):
8520 Ocean View Rd., Ventura, 
CA 93001
   County of Principal Place of 
Business: Ventura
   Full name of 1st Registrant 
Individual/Corporation/Limited 
Liability Company:
Accalia Terra LLC
   Residence Address of 1st 

Registrant (P.O. Box or PMB are 
not acceptable):
8520 Ocean View Rd., Ventura, 
CA 93001
This Business is conducted by: A 
Limited Liability Company
  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 

listed above on 6/1/2020.
I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct.
(A registrant who declares 

information as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of Business and Professions Code 

that the registrant knows to be 
false is guilty of a misdemeanor 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).)
Name of Registrant:  Accalia 

Terra LLC
Signature of Registrant: /s/ KAI 

MILLER-WALLACE
Name of Signor: Kai Miller-

Wallace
CEO

  NOTICE – In accordance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

generally expires at the end of 

county clerk, except, as provided 
in subdivision section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to section 
17913 other than a change in 
residence address or registered 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 

Business and Professions Code).

the County Clerk of Ventura 

stamp above.
————————

OVN06-10-2020
Published Ojai Valley News
June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 2020
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20200619-

10008394-0 1/1
Ventura County Clerk and 

Recorder
MARK A. LUNN

File Date: 06/19/2020
  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:
  1st Fictitious Business Name: 
Blooming Ruby’s
  Street Address of Principal 
Place of Business (P.O. Box or 
PMB are not acceptable):
160 N. Encinal Ave., Ojai, CA 
93023
   County of Principal Place of 
Business: Ventura
   Full name of 1st Registrant 
Individual/Corporation/Limited 
Liability Company:
Stacey Marie Morris
   Residence Address of 1st 
Registrant (P.O. Box or PMB are 
not acceptable):
160 N. Encinal Ave., Ojai, CA 
93023
  This Business is conducted by: 
An Individual.
  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 

listed above on N/A.
 I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct.

(A registrant who declares 
information as true any material 

matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of Business and Professions Code 

that the registrant knows to be 
false is guilty of a misdemeanor 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).)

Stacey Marie Morris
/s/ STACEY MARIE MORRIS

  NOTICE – In accordance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

generally expires at the end of 

county clerk, except, as provided 
in subdivision section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to section 
17913 other than a change in 
residence address or registered 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code).

the County Clerk of Ventura 

stamp above.
————————

OVN06-16-2020
Published Ojai Valley News

July 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2020
SUPERIOR COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF Ventura

800 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93009

Hall of Justice
PETITION OF

ARIA VALLE ELLETT
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

56-2020-00542283-CU-PT-VTA
  TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner ARIA 

with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: a) 
ARIA VALLE ELLETT to ARIA 
VALLE 
  THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 

that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely 

petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 08/12/2020
Time: 8:20 am

Dept.: 21
The address of the court is same 

as noted above.
  A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation printed in this 
county: Ojai Valley News
Date: JUN 24 2020

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
MICHAEL D. PLANET
Ventura Superior Court

By: /s/NINA LEMOS

Deputy Clerk
———————— 

OVN06-19-2020
Published Ojai Valley News

July 3, 10, 17, 24, 2020
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20200611-

10007954-0 1/1
Ventura County Clerk and 

Recorder
MARK A. LUNN

File Date: 06/11/2020
  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS: 
  1st Fictitious Business Name: 
Discover Living
  Street Address of Principal 
Place of Business (P.O. Box or 
PMB are not acceptable):
119 Shamrock Dr., Ventura, CA 
93003
   County of Principal Place of 
Business: Ventura County
   Full name of 1st Registrant 
Individual/Corporation/Limited 
Liability Company:
Edward R Lupton
   Residence Address of 1st 
Registrant (P.O. Box or PMB are 
not acceptable):
119 Shamrock Dr., Ventura, CA 
93003
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual
  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 

listed above on 5/1/2020.
I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct.
(A registrant who declares 

information as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 17913 
of Business and Professions Code 

that the registrant knows to be 
false is guilty of a misdemeanor 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).)
Edward R Lupton

/s/ EDWARD R LUPTON
  NOTICE – In accordance with 
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

generally expires at the end of 

county clerk, except, as provided 
in subdivision section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to section 
17913 other than a change in 
residence address or registered 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code).

the County Clerk of Ventura 

stamp above.
———————— 

OVN07-01-2020
Published Ojai Valley News
July10, 17, 24 & 31, 2020
SUPERIOR COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF Ventura

800 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93009

Hall of Justice
PETITION OF

XIN MING CAO, BO XU
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

56-2020-00542608-CU-PT-VTA
  TO ALL INTERESTED 
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EMAIL DEPARTMENTS
office@ojaivalleynews.com

team@ojaivalleynews.com  

circulation@ojaivalleynews.com

advertising@ojaivalleynews.com 

re@ojaivalleynews.com

classifieds@ojaivalleynews.com 

accounting@ojaivalleynews.com     

calendar@ojaivalleynews.com

arts@ojaivalleynews.com

letters@ojaivalleynews.com  

editor@ojaivalleynews.com

publisher@ojaivalleynews.com 

CONTACT US

Offi  ce:
101 Vallerio Ave, Ojai CA 93023

Mail address:
P.O. Box 277, Ojai CA 93024

Inquiries:
805-646-1476

WWW.OJAIVALLEYNEWS.COM

OUR MISSION

“To report the news of 

our valley with diligence, 

accuracy and integrity. 

To protect the people 

of our community by 

sharing information and 

our local conversation.”

THE OJAI VALLEY NEWS
Is published Fridays by
Downhome Publishing, LLC
Laura Rearwin Ward, publisher.

Entered as second-class matter 
at the post office at Ojai, CA 
under the act of March 3, 1988. 

Adjudication Decree No.38975 
by Superior Court, Ventura 
County, Feb. 26, 1952. 

Send form 3579 to 
P.O. Box 277, Ojai CA 93024

LETTERS POLICY
Please confi ne your comments to 
matters of direct relevence to the 
Ojai Valley.

Please do not make personal 
remarks about other Ojai 
residents; stick to the issues.

Be brief – 350 words maximum.

Phone number and address 
required for verifi cation.

Letters are printed at the editor’s 
discretion.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Home delivery and online
$65 / year

Mailed
$89 / year

Online only
$46 / year

Company – 5 users $210 / year

Subscribe by phone, mail or 
through our website.

Support your local free press. 
Reporting for the people since 1891

We accept personal checks, Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express & Debit. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT to require that any ad be paid in advance of publishing. REFUNDS will be mailed within 30 days of cancellation. READERS are 
cautioned to make no investments before thoroughly investigating any advertisements in the Classified columns, which require investments in stocks, samples, equipment or cash bond in order to obtain a position. READERS are cautioned to 

thoroughly investigate services and products advertised in this publication. Consumers are urged to use prudence in their patronage. Advertising in this publication in no way represents an endorsement by the publisher.

Coommppuuter
Lahaina

798798--33117722
(805)

Apple Mac / PC  
Repair & Upgrade

Graphic Design,  
Illustration & Art

Drafting Services 
Multimedia Video

Website Design 
Mac / PC Training

lahainacomputer.com

Serving Ojai, Ventura and all of Ventura County

R

OPEN For Business

BUSINESS AND SERVICE DIRECTORY

Deadline for placing your ad:
Wednesday before Noon

YOUR LOCAL OJAI HANDYMAN!
MANUEL REYES  805-798-5797

Electrical Installations & Repairs, Finished Woodwork, Tile Work & Plumbing, 

Repair Door & Windows, Replace & Install Water Heaters & Appliances, 

Replace Garbage Disposals, Build Wooden Fences, Painting & MORE!

License# 14366

Free Estimates

20 Years Experience

REFERENCES ON REQUEST!

CHORES GALORE
BY SAMUEL A. DONALDSON / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

No. 0719

 ACROSS

1 ‘‘The King of Latin 
Pop’’

9 ‘‘The Tale of ____ 
Puddle-Duck’’ 
(Beatrix Potter 
children’s book)

15 Give an address
20 Onscreen twins, often
21 Ruler of the afterlife, 

in Egyptian 
mythology

22 Benefit of some online 
purchases

23 Chore for a censor?
25 LaBelle or LuPone
26 With, at a café
27 The Cards, on 

scoreboards
28 Chore for a satellite-

TV technician?
30 Wayne’s sidekick in 

old ‘‘S.N.L.’’ skits
32 What a digital 

subscription might 
end

34 Current location
35 Certify formally, with 

‘‘to’’
36 Scientist who said: 

‘‘I have no special 
talents. I am only 
passionately 
curious’’

40 Wet-weather wear
42 Chore for a security 

guard?
47 Notchlike

50 Wildcatter’s target

51 ____ Na Na

52 ‘‘Othello’’ setting

54 Like a list of lists of 
lists

55 Kristen of 
‘‘Bridesmaids’’

57 ____ Verde National 
Park

60 Having zero talent for

63 Wisconsin senator 
Johnson

64 Person to look out for

67 Chore for a rower?

69 ‘‘Chandelier’’ singer, 
2014

70 ‘‘Be honest!’’

72 Hoppy medium?

73 Chore for a knight?

77 Eats daintily

82 Japanese vegetable

83 Icy moon of Jupiter

84 Author James

85 Air Force One maker

86 Calf-length skirt

88 Bakery enticements

90 ‘‘Come to think of it 
. . . ’’

93 Proven postulate

94 Zen principle

97 Chore for a dog-
walker?

101 More watered down

103 Statement before a 
demonstration

104 Children’s author 
Richard

106 Insurance giant

109 It’s spotted at the 
craps table

110 Fool, in Canadian 
slang

114 Chore for an N.F.L. 
owner?

117 Pro at deductions

119 Daughter of Katie 
Holmes and Tom 
Cruise

120 ‘‘The Princess 
Bride’’ character 
____ Montoya

121 Chore for a bowling-
alley employee?

125 Carrying a key?

126 Forthcoming

127 Goes wild

128 Horse ____

129 Double-black 
diamond section of 
a ski mountain, with 
‘‘the’’ 

130 With a firm grip

 DOWN

1 Conference attendee’s 
clip-on

2 Tropical sorbet flavor

3 Magic, once

4 The people’s choice

5 B’way posting

6 Kitty paper

7 Utah resort town

8 Fixed charge

9 Average guy

10 Abbr. on a city-limits 
sign

11 Certain Spanish 
Surrealist paintings

12 Ticked off

13 Cause of a small 
setback

14 World’s largest tennis 
stadium, familiarly

15 Hitting the right note

16 Common Christmas 
entree

17 Where Groucho, Chico 
and Harpo spent a 
night

18 Crispy cookie brand

19 Live

24 Like most modern 
TVs, informally

29 Judo levels

31 Coxae, familiarly

33 Most common 
surname in Brazil

37 Math degree

38 Former SeaWorld 
attraction

39 San Francisco’s ____ 
Valley

41 Patent

42 Scattered about

43 Nintendo gaming 
console with a pileup 
of vowels

44 Tourney format, for 
short

45 Baked

46 Potential result of 
social unrest

48 ____ mess (traditional 
English dessert)

49 Cold and humid

53 ‘‘Germ’’ that’s 
passed from one 
child to another

56 Heroic exploit

58 Bewitch

59 Redundant name for 
a drink

61 Captain with a 
whalebone leg

62 Bad thing for a bluffer
65 Ceremony
66 Home to the 

landmark Koko 
Crater

67 Poet ____ Scott-Heron
68 Served as
71 It’s due south of 

Hollywood
73 Shoving match, in a 

way
74 Thor’s father

75 Motel 6 alternative
76 Strike
78 Tops
79 Isolated team of 

workers, in business-
speak

80 ‘‘I guess’’
81 6:00 broadcast
84 Didn’t just assume
87 Noble thing
89 German exclamation
91 ‘‘That hits the spot’’
92 Michelle of ‘‘Crazy 

Rich Asians’’

95 Helmet opening
96 Scottish terrier type
98 Actor Robert of 

‘‘Spenser: For Hire’’
99 Eyes, informally
100 Like the rank of 

major general
102 Lambaste
104 Barbecue rods
105 Vessel whose name 

anagrams to where 
it might be used

107 Woods who voiced 
Cinderella

108 Open space in a 
forest

111 Snarky challenge

112 Swashbuckling Flynn

113 Like investing in a 
start-up

115 Loops in, in a way

116 Small cut

118 Bad fit

122 Six-pt. plays

123 Chapel Hill sch.

124 Houston sch.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68

69 70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81

82 83 84 85

86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93

94 95 96 97 98 99 100

101 102 103

104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113

114 115 116 117 118 119

120 121 122 123 124

125 126 127

128 129 130

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Sam Donaldson is a law professor at Georgia State University, teaching contracts to first-year students and wills, trusts and estates 
to upper-division ones. He is the author or co-author of several textbooks on these subjects. Since 2011, Sam has written the annual 
Orca Awards for the blog Diary of a Crossword Fiend, his choices for the best American crosswords across all publications. — W.S.
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PERSONS: Petitioners XIN 

a petition with this court for 

a) TIANJIAO CAO to LINDA 
TIANJIAO CAO 
b) TIANCHENG CAO to TOM 
TIANCHENG CAO
  THE COURT ORDERS that 

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 08/20/2020

Date: JUL 02 2020
BY ORDER OF THE COURT

Deputy Clerk
———————— 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 20200630-
10009062-0 1/1

  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:

CARBRA’S RECYCLING

authorize the use in this state 

———————— 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 20200619-
10008376-0 1/1

  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:

/s/ TYLER KYLE DIGGS

authorize the use in this state 

———————— 

20-54
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that 
a Public Hearing, as provided by 
law, will be held by the Planning 
Commission of Ventura County 
on Thursday, July 16, 2020, at 
8:30 AM, to consider and decide 
the following matter:
FOR COUNTY OF VENTURA 
INITIATED AMENDMENTS 
TO ARTICLE 7 OF THE 

NON-COASTAL ZONING 
ORDINANCE AND ARTICLE 
5 OF THE COASTAL 
ZONING ORDINANCE 
(VENTURA COUNTY 
ORDINANCE CODE 
DIVISION 8, CHAPTER 
1 AND CHAPTER 1.1, 
RESPECTIVELY), 
REGARDING PERMITTING 
AND REGULATION OF OIL 
AND GAS EXPLORATION 
AND PRODUCTION (CASE 
NO. PL20-0052)
In response to the declared state 
and local emergencies due to 
the novel coronavirus, and in 
accordance with the California 
governor’s stay at home order 
and the County of Ventura 

public hearings are conducted 
following social distancing 
protocols and alternative methods 
of participation are available to 
the public. 
CHANGING CORONAVIRUS 
CONDITIONS MAY IMPACT 
ACCESS TO BUILDING 
– PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AT VCRMA.
ORG BY JULY 28, 2020, 
TO CONFIRM THAT THE 
BUILDING REMAINS 
AVAILABLE TO THE 
PUBLIC, IF NOT, PROCEED 
WITH ALTERNATIVE 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
METHODS DESCRIBED 
BELOW.
To join the hearing, follow the 
weblink: https://vcrma.org/
planning-commission. While 
written comments may be 
submitted by e-mail during the 
hearing, the public is encouraged 
to send written comments to the 
Case Planner the day prior to the 
hearing by 3:30 p.m. The Case 
Planner’s contact information is 
provided below.
APPLICANT: County of 
Ventura
PROJECT LOCATION: The 
proposed zoning ordinance 
amendments would apply to land 
located in the following zones 
in the unincorporated area of 
Ventura County where the oil and 
gas production and exploration 
land use is authorized by use 
permit under the Ventura County 
Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance 
(NCZO) and Ventura County 
Coastal Zoning Ordinance 
(CZO): Open Space (OS), 
Agricultural Exclusive (AE), 
Rural Agricultural (RA), Rural 
Exclusive (RE), Industrial Park 
(M1), Limited Industrial (M2), 
General Industrial (M3), Coastal 
Open Space (COS), Coastal 
Agricultural (CA), Coastal 
Commercial (CC) and Coastal 

Industrial (CM). 
PROJECT SUMMARY: 
The project consists of zoning 
text amendments to Article 7, 
Section 8107-5 of the NCZO 
and Article 5, Section 8175-
5.7 of the CZO, to modify 
requirements for discretionary 
permitting for certain new oil and 
gas exploration and production 
operations, and to address the 
applicability of the County’s 
oil development regulations, 
including applicability of vested 
rights. In particular, the zoning 
amendments would uniformly 
require discretionary permitting 
approval for all new oil and 
gas exploration and production 
operations, or components 
thereof, including but not limited 
to the drilling of new wells, 
the re-drilling or deepening of 
existing wells, and the installation 
of new permanent structures 
that are not replacing existing 
structures, where such new 

described in and authorized by an 
active County discretionary land 
use permit. (This discretionary 
permitting requirement would not 
apply to repair and maintenance 
activities.) The zoning 
amendments would also clarify 
that the County’s oil development 
operational standards and design 
guidelines generally apply to all 
existing oil and gas exploration 
and production operations, 
except where application of such 
standards would impair a vested 
right. The zoning amendments 
would also limit the amount of 
new development that can be 
authorized by a single Zoning 
Clearance, and would make 
other minor revisions to clarify 
and obtain consistency between 
analogous provisions of the 
NCZO and CZO.
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW: The proposed project 
is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15308.
DOCUMENT 
AVAILABILITY:Copies of 
the staff report and proposed 
ordinance amendments can be 
viewed on the Planning Division 
website at: https://vcrma.org/
planning-commission. Copies 
will also be available at the 
Planning Counter, on the third 

Center, Hall of Administration, 
800 South Victoria Avenue, 
Ventura, California. 
COMMENTS and ONLINE 
PARTICIPATION: Inquiries 
on this item may be directed to 
Mindy Fogg, Planning Manager, 
at (805) 654-5192 or via e-mail to 
mindy.fogg@ventura.org. 
Any person is privileged to attend 
and be heard on this matter. 
This includes virtual/online 
participation in the meeting 

using Zoom. To participate in the 
hearing online or submit e-mailed 
comments the day of the hearing: 
- Register at https://vcrma.org/
planning-commission no later 
than 3:30 p.m. the day prior to 
the Commission hearing. 
- Provide your name, email, and 
the phone number you will be 
calling from.
- You will receive an email 
with the Zoom meeting link 
and password by 5:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, July 30, 2020. 
- Beginning at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, July 30, 2020 you may 
access the following weblink 
and will be given access to the 
meeting via the moderator: 
https://vcrma.org/planning-
commission. 
In addition to the upcoming 
Planning Commission hearing, a 
public hearing is required before 
the Ventura County Board of 
Supervisors in order to adopt 
and implement the proposed 
amendments. 
If you challenge the project in 
court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the Public 
Hearing described in this Notice, 
or in written correspondence 
delivered to the County of 
Ventura at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing. In compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, if you need assistance to 
participate in this meeting, call 
(805) 654-2805.
By: Dave Ward, AICP, Director
Ventura County Planning 
Division
7/17/20
CNS-3379405#   OJAI 
VALLEY NEWS

———————— 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 20200625-
10008649-0 1/1

  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:

CONSRUCTION

authorize the use in this state 

the County Clerk of Ventura 

stamp above.
———————— 

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF  

PROBATE COURTHOUSE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
CATHERINE  ANN GERKEN

or both, of: CATHERINE  ANN 
GERKEN
  A Petition for Probate has 

GERKEN in the Superior 

  The Petition for Probate requests 

   The petition requests the 

   

 
06/08/2020

———————— 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File Number 20200714-
10009652-0 1/1

  THE FOLLOWING 
PERSON(S) IS (ARE) DOING 
BUSINESS AS:

CLEANING

DANIEL LUTTRELL

DANIEL LUTTRELL
/s/ DANIEL LUTTRELL

authorize the use in this state 
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Subscribe
to the

Ojai Valley  
News!
Call

805-646-1476

FOR SALE ANNOUNCEMENT

classifieds@ojaivalleynews.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds

WE RUN free 
help wanted ads.

For all other 
 

please call:
805-646-1476

   DEADLINE
is Wednesday by 3 p.m.

Call 646-1476, 

GARAGE SALE  MAP

917 DEVEREUX DR., SAT. & 
SUN., 7am-2pm 
Moving sale w/ great deals. 
Stereo equip. retro video games, 
kitchen stuff, shelves, mp3s. 
Masks required.

11

Please help keep Ojai beautiful. 

Take down your signs when 

your sale is over.

Good for the Environment, 
Good for the Community!
-REDUCE! -REUSE! -RECYCLE!

BOOST Immune
Function with KM and
Organic loe.
Contact: Rhetah Kwan
503.307.5169

11

Public Notices
Cont. from Page B5

Gabriels Independent 65 W. Baldwin Rd. 646-7094
Meiners Oaks Auto Repair 102 N. La Luna 646-0132

Free Oil & Filter Recycling
(During Business Hours Only)

Saturday, , 20 .
Free for residents of the Ojai Valley & Surrounding Unincorporated Areas

 15 gallons or : 125 pounds and
 20 gallons in up to 5-gallon containers.

R E C Y C L E
U S E D  O I L

FREE

Batteries, Cleaning Products, Pesticides, Fertilizer, Pool Chemicals,
Paint, Solvents, Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze, etc. 

Television & Computer Monitors, CPU’s, Keyboards, Printers, Scanners, Gaming Consoles, etc.
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Private & quiet, surrounded by mature trees on nearly a 
half acre, you won’t want to miss this cozy gem!

Stylish Ranch with pool, guesthouse & tennis court 
near Ojai Meadows Preserve!

Sitting perfectly on over an acre, this home has 
all the Rustic Modern touches!

El Viaje, an Italian Luxury Villa with Old World Charm 
and modern conveniences!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

“Stay Strong .Stay Healthy .Stay Connected.”

As the global effect of coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, we now more than ever need to be there for one 
another. Sheltering in place doesn’t mean forgetting what we can do for others. All of us need to do our part to protect 

our community by staying strong, staying healthy and staying in touch. Remember, “We are all in this together!”

Fabulous & charmingly inviting, this two-story Victorian estate is nestled in the magical East End of Ojai. 
Surrounded by organic orchards & meticulous landscaping, this 5 bed & 4 bath home is fi lled with Southern Charm. 

THE DAVIS GROUP
805.207.6177

nora@ojaivalleyestates.com

www.ojaivalleyestates.com

727 Ojai Avenue, Ojai CA 

93023 Kellye Lynn
DRE 01962469

Nora Davis
DRE 01046067

Integrity, knowledge and experience you can trust

OJAI
4 bedroom  Arbolada home with formal living & dining rooms, family room, wood floors, 3 

fireplaces, many recent upgrades, guest house, pool, & mountain views. 

407 Tico Rd.     $2,199,000
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OJAI
Four-bedroom, three-bathroom home on over an acre with formal living and dining rooms, spacious master 

suite with dual-sink vanity and jetted soaking tub, several recent updates, and amazing mountain views. 

1744 Country Dr.     $1,320,000
Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OJAI
106+ Acre Country Retreat with Mountain and Lake Views, Horse Facilities & 

Exquisite, Custom, Stone House. www.LuckyQRanchOjai.com

Lucky Q Ranch       Price Upon Request
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

UPPER OJAI
20+ acres in Upper Ojai with mountain views and several upgrades, including driveway to building site, 

house pad for app. 3,200-square-foot house, and building pad for app. 3,000-square-foot building.  

   11969 Ojai Santa Paula Rd.  $1,485,000
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OJAI
6 Acre Horse Property with 5 Bedroom Main House, 2 Bedroom Guest House, Pool, Horse 

Facilities, Solar and Views.  www.1577 KenewaStreet.com

1577 Kenewa St.     $2,199,000
 Nora Davis  805.207.6177

OAK VIEW
Two-bedroom, one-bathroom with detached garage, RV parking, recent upgrades within walking distance 

of shops and restaurants..  

291 Larmier Ave.     $519,000
Nora Davis  805.207.6177
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Kristen Currier
805.798.3757
DRE 01314850
kcurrier@livsothebysrealty.com

Kathy Hoff
805.290.6907

DRE 05994306
kathy@kathyhoff.com

© 2020 LIV Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. All data, including all measurements and calculations are obtained from various sources and has not and will not be verified by Broker. 
All information shall be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy. LIV Sotheby’s International Realty is independently owned and operated and supports the principals of the Fair Housing Act.

86 Kunkle Street Oak View, California 93022
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom with Pool!
$779,000

IN ESCROW

89 Willey Street Ojai, California 93023
4 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom with Pool!
$645,000

256 N Encinal Ojai, California 93023
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Charming House
$640,000

1014 Creekside #C Ojai, California 93023
3 Bedroom Beautiful Ojai Home!
$589,000 

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

LOCATION
11134 N Ventura Avenue
Ojai, California 93023

Dennis Guernsey
805.798.1998
DRE 04992913
dguernsey@livsothebysrealty.com

COUNTRY COTTAGE!
Charming 2 bed, I bath cottage on approx. ½ acre in Oak View. Set up for horses with 3 corral areas, large paddock, 

tank room and storage shed. Has 1+ car garage, work bench, storage room and guest room or office over garage. Room 

for RV, huge covered patio, fenced and mountain views

447 Burnham Road, Oak View
$629,500

© 2020 LIV Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. All data, including all measurements and calculations are obtained from various sources and has not and will not be verified by Broker. 
All information shall be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy. LIV Sotheby’s International Realty is independently owned and operated and supports the principals of the Fair Housing Act.

ZABILLA GROUP
Live Where You Love

Real Estate Team

For More Infomation Visit: 
HomesByRosalie.com
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International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing 
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Development Opportunity in Downtown Ojai 
109Fox.com | Offered at $825,000

Rosalie Zabilla
805.455.3183
Rosalie@HomesbyRosalie.com

In the Center of Ojai | 2bd/1ba
406TopaTopa.com | Offered at $525,000

In the Heart of Ojai | 2bd/2ba 
404TopaTopa.com | Offered at $585,000

Annie Cox 
818.517.9440 
Annie.Cox@sothebyshomes.com
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Annie Cox 
818.517.9440 
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Spacious Home on Large Lot | 3bd/2ba
11790SilverSpur.com | Off ered at $765,000

SALE PENDING!

In the Heart of Ojai | 2bd/2ba
404 TopaTopa.com | Off ered at $579,000

SOLD!
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Development Opportunity Downtown Ojai 
Profi table Car Wash set on TWO LEGAL LOTS || Approx 15000 sqft of land with Village Mixed Use Zoning

109Fox.com | Off ered at $825,000
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ET:
  Continued from Page A1

Matilija reservoir:
  Continued from Page A1

globally synchronized 
meditations.

The first global Har-
monic Convergence was 
mounted in 1987, with 
participants gathering at 
sacred sites around the 
planet.

Thirty-three years 
later, more than 72,000 
people from 152 countries 
registered to take part in 
the virtual event, medi-
tating both online and in 
their neighborhoods.

During the medita-
tions, hosted by Sims, par-
ticipants worldwide and 
in unity sang a sacred, pri-
mordial sound known as 
the “HU.”

The meditations coin-
cided with the alignment 
of Saturn, Jupiter, Earth, 
Mars, Venus, Mercury 
and sun during the time 
period.

The first wave of global 

meditations began at 9 
p.m. July 13 with a second 
wave at 3 a.m. July 14.

The second wave 
occurred as the moon 
crossed between Mars 
and Venus, “creating a 
harmonic convergence 
between the male and fe-
male energies of our solar 
system,” stated Unify.

The grand finale July 
14 at 9 p.m. was a virtual 
synchronized mass con-
tact meditation, live from 
the Ojai Retreat & Inn.

Did The Harmonic 
Convergence 2020 make 
contact with ETs?

“The participants who 
were meditating with Mark 
Sims described the first 
night by saying they col-
lectively witnessed a light-
ship in the distance in the 
northwest part of the sky. 
It was visible for over two 
minutes. The light being 

emitted intensified and 
waned as it moved in dif-
ferent directions, and four 
times it pulsed a super-
punctuated flash of light. 
They also witnessed a ship 
on the east side of the sky 
that streaked across in a 
single straight line trajec-
tory for an incredible dis-
tance,” THC2020 said in a 
news release.

“We had craft appear 
and it was beautiful. The 
people that were seeing 
the ships for the first time 
in their lives were just over 
the moon,” Sims said.

To learn more about 
The Harmonic Conver-
gence 2020 and upcoming 
events, see thc2020.org.

To view testimonial 
highlights from THC2020, 
including footage of a 
possible lightship sight-
ing July 13, visit ojaival-
leynews.com.

fisherman died after fall-
ing from the dam, and 
more recently, Ventura 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
issued numerous citations 
to people trespassing at 
the reservoir.

On July 14, officials 
with Ojai Valley Land Con-
servancy, which owns the 
Ventura River Preserve 
several miles south of the 
dam, cited reports of a sig-
nificant increase in water 
levels in the river.

“My understanding 
was that it wasn’t really 
perceptible, even down to 
where the Robles diver-
sion is, and it was over a 
short period,” Sheydeyi 
said July 15. “There’s no 
real increase in water 
quantity now.”

People living just 
downstream of the dam 
were not told beforehand 
about plans to drain the 
reservoir. “There’s no re-
quirement to notify the 

public of this kind of activ-
ity,” Sheydeyi said.

According to Paul Jen-
kin, who has been work-
ing for removal of the dam 
since 2000 as coordinator 
of Matilija Coalition, pho-
tos taken after the flush 
revealed some degrada-
tion of water quality due 
to increased sedimenta-
tion from the Thomas Fire 
and flows cutting a chan-
nel through the muck.

But, based on infor-

mation from staff biolo-
gists and biologists hired 
by the county, along with 
discussions with Casitas 
Municipal Water District, 
the amount of turbid-
ity is far less than what is 
seen during floods and 
does not present a threat 
to animal and plant life in 
the river. “The increase in 
turbidity is fine,” Sheydeyi 
said, “and we expect that 
to diminish over time, so 
the river will begin to clear 

back up through the sum-
mer.”

The valve will remain 
open until November, but 
could be closed during the 
rainy season, if approved 
by California Division of 
Safety of Dams, Sheydeyi 
said.

The decision to drain 
the reservoir was partially 
an unexpected result of 
the pandemic, Sheydeyi 

noted. “The pressure, both 
on Matilija Dam and OV-
LC’s property, has really 
exploded because of the 
lack of recreation oppor-
tunities elsewhere, and 
that’s really about COVID.”

Plans call for the re-
moval of the obsolete, 
73-year-old dam in the 
next 10 to 15 years, at a 
cost of $150 million, offi-
cials said.

COVID-19:
  Continued from Page A1

Out of these 4,968, 32 
were in Ojai and 18 in 
Oak View. 

Six of the Ojai cases 
and seven of the Oak 
View cases came in the 
last 14 days. The positive 
tests came July 2 (3), 3, 5, 
6 (2), 7 (3) and 8 (3). The 

4,968 positive cases came 
from 87,748 tests, mean-
ing 5.7% of those who 
have been tested county-
wide were ever positive. 

101 people were in 
the hospital with CO-
VID-19 countywide as of 
July 2 and 27 in the ICU. 

Twenty-six percent of 
ICU beds are currently 
available countywide.

Fifty-six people are 
reported to have died 
from the virus in Ventu-
ra County. Four of these 
deaths came in the last 
14 days.

Graph by Ventura County

COVID-positive hospitalizations increased by 27 in the county since this time last week.
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