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GOHumCo seeks community participation in two working
groups for local economic development and pandemic recovery
The Humboldt County Administrative Office’s Economic Development Team
(GOHumCo) is seeking volunteers to serve on two newly created working groups
that will be vital to local economic development and pandemic recovery. If you are
interested or know someone who would be a good fit for these working groups,
more information and links to apply are below.
“In our search for applicants for these two working groups we are seeking a diversity
of individuals, thoughts, voices and ideas,” said Economic Development Director
Scott Adair. “We also encourage individuals who have not been previously engaged
in these initiatives, especially those in the private sector, to apply for these to
working groups and become engaged in discussions that will help shape economic
policy in our county.”
The working groups are as outlined below:

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)
Ad-Hoc Working Group

A Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, or CEDS, is a plan that helps
guide local economic development efforts and is required to be eligible for
certain federal grants. Goals in writing a CEDS include deciding on and prioritizing
economic development initiatives and helping to plan for a vibrant and resilient
economy. While Humboldt County produces a new CEDS every 5 years, the county
released its most recent CEDS in 2018 and COVID-19 is expected to alter the current
economic strategy. As such, modifications and revisions need to be made to the most
recent CEDS, which will be based on input from the CEDS Ad-Hoc Working Group.
The CEDS Ad-Hoc Working Group will consist of one representative from each of the
following industry sectors:
• Diversified Health Care
• Specialty Food, Flowers and Beverages
• Building and Systems Construction
• Management Innovation Services
• Niche Manufacturing
• Investment Support Services
• Forest Products
• Tourism
• Alternative Agriculture
• Arts & Culture

Apply to join the CEDS Working Group

If you are interested in joining the CEDS Working Group please download the
application on our website and submit via email to gohumco@co.humboldt.ca.us .

Prosperity Network Working Group

Led and financially supported by the county, the Prosperity Network is comprised
of regional economic development practitioners. This group meets monthly for
networking and receives presentations from experts in the fields of marketing,
economic development, workforce development, planning, and community
development. The purpose of the network is to foster community and economic
development to improve the quality of life for Humboldt County, its residents and
its communities. The network acts as a platform for collaboration for those who are
interested in economic development. The Prosperity Network Working Group will
meet quarterly and will be tasked with steering the Prosperity Network through
pandemic recovery resources and developing the framework and scheduling for the
network members.

Apply to join the Prosperity Network Working Group

If you are interested in joining the Prosperity Network Working Group please
download and fill out the application on our website and submit via email to
gohumco@co.humboldt.ca.us. For questions about these two work groups email our
team at gohumco@co.humboldt.ca.us
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ON THE COVER

This year’s festival
included poetry
painted on the
sidewalks, such as
this piece written
and painted by
Harvey Mitchell.

Public
Art as
Community
Care
The 2020 Eureka
Street Art Festival
By Gabrielle Gopinath
newsroom@northcoastjournal.com

Photos by Mark McKenna

T

he Eureka Street Art Festival
galvanized the Henderson
Center neighborhood with new
visions and unfamiliar words.
Quarantine kept the focus of
this year’s renewal local, which presented
an opportunity for organizers to assemble
an eclectic group of local visual artists and
poets. The 12 new murals and eight poetry
installations they produced over the
course of a week-long session succeed by
reflecting the region’s cultural diversity.
This year’s event, like the two previous,
was organized by the Eureka Street Art
Festival, a DreamMaker Project of the Ink
People Center for the Arts. (Full disclosure: I am employed by the Ink People
Center for the Arts but my work is not
connected to the festival.) It marked the
completion of the first artwork produced
under the auspices of the Native Mural
Project, a public arts initiative created
in partnership with the Native Cultures
Fund, the Humboldt Area Foundation and
a coalition of local Native American leaders. Humboldt-based Native artists Alme
Allen, Carl Avery, Melitta Jackson and
Julian Lang joined forces for this project,
each taking on a separate but contiguous
segment of one wall of the American
Cancer Society’s Discovery Shop.
Side by side, the four massive segments exert graphic impact. Even when

14
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Contact Will Dimick Today
(707) 498 6091
And begin your
Real Estate Journey!

glimpsed from bumper-to-bumper F
Street traffic, the murals’ scale, vivid
colors and novel content makes them
arresting. Up close, they become more
so. Traditional basketweaving motifs run
like a thread through three of the four.
On the corner, Jackson’s “Run” transports
viewers to a blue and green world where
rushing waters cut in between craggy
green mountains. The young woman at
its center is running in a traditional maple
bark skirt and a basket cap. She is pictured
in mid-stride with the sole of one bare
foot turned upward, braids whipping
behind her as she laps the river bend. She
runs ahead of us so we have to imagine
her face. Jackson’s character is taking part
in the Flower Dance — a recently revived
coming-of-age ceremony practiced for
millennia by and for young Indigenous
women in this part of the world. (Read
more in “The Flower Dancers,” Aug. 2,
2018.)
Jackson’s freehand rendering contrasts
with the techniques used in the adjacent
murals. In Avery’s breathtaking “Ten Days,”
a jagged line like a lightning strike splits
the electric blue space and a pileated
woodpecker spreads its wings within a
coil of beaded, patterned regalia. Avery,
the only artist in this year’s festival painting with aerosol, sprays color straight out
of the can and masks with a straightedge
to get clean lines. By way of contrast, Allen drew a grid on the wall as a reference
to scale up his design. In Allen’s “Arareethívthaaneen,” the photographic image
of a baby in a feathered cap appears rendered in monochrome, like a Warhol portrait, against a regal backdrop patterned
with a traditional Karuk basket-weaving
motif. Lang’s “Fixing the World the
Old-Fashioned Way” completes this
quartet with a visionary narrative depicting the Karuk people’s spiritual mission of
pikyávish: fixing the world and using ritual
to repair its balance. Redwood groves
appear in the sky; paired woodpeckers
appear again overhead. A vision of the
riverbank center of the world opens up
beyond a traditional Karuk house’s round
front door.
Another first in this year’s festival: The
organizers’ decision to include sidewalk
poetry installations that bring words from
local poets into the public eye. While it
made for tricky photo ops, the underfoot installation format proved surprisingly effective in real life. The intimate,
unassuming presentation fits well with
these poems. After all, there is something
enjoyable about finding words underfoot
in a place where experience teaches you
to expect only concrete.

Example A: “The Salt,” a poem by Izzy
Unsinger, which sprang up near the corner
of F and Grotto. Unsinger’s words are
inscribed in a gray-blue oval painted by
festival organizer Jenna Catsos — it looks
like a well opening up in the sidewalk or
like the sky reflected in a puddle. A short
meditation on complexity by Jacqueline
Suskin titled “How Are We to Know the
Limit?” finds a home on a tasseled pastel
trompe l’oeil rug, also painted by Catsos, on the sidewalk outside Revolution
Bicycles. A free verse sequence by Harvey
Mitchell, neatly inscribed alongside Grotto Street in sidewalk chalk, tells a sad story about distance that accrues between
the speaker and a “White Boyfriend” who
“prefers East Coast Indian.” On reading
the poet’s line, “That’s what I mean when
I say Eureka is the end of the world,” I
wondered whether there might be some
backlash karmic tendency that goes along
with living in a California city dubbed “I
found it” in Latin by colonists — some lingering miasma in the water that amplifies
the likelihood of missed connections and
crossed interpersonal wires.
Mitchell’s piece delves into a register of
angst most artworks here eschew. Indeed,
the uplifting vibes exuded by most of
these artworks stand in relief against the
tenor of the times. We certainly don’t
inhabit the Mexico City that iconic muralists Diego Rivera, Jose Clemente Orozco
and David Siquieros painted in the 1930s;
mural painting may be less effective as a
vehicle of overt protest in an era where
polarization about the pandemic itself has
become toxic and debate has moved online. But several artists I spoke to framed
the decision to keep things light as a sort
of stealth political move. A mural or a
sidewalk poem that gets readers to think
or makes viewers crack a smile can be a
form of care for a psychically strapped,
anxiety-worn community in need of that
attention. This may be especially true at
a time when the very notion of expressing care or taking responsibility for one’s
community fails to resonate in pronouncements emanating from the nation’s
highest office.
Outside Dave’s Place on Grotto Street,
Mir de Silva’s “Of a Feather” serves up a
formidable pairing in the form of craft
beer and birds — subjects capable of
eliciting a passionate response from
practically every hipster in Humboldt,
when teamed this way. De Silva’s decision
to combine them within the confines of a
delicately articulated steampunk birdhouse tavern, with a chickadee barkeep
pouring flights of Acorn Ale and Leaf
Continued on next page »

(707) 515-MOVE (6683)
805 7th St. Eureka

Get 0% APR Financing* for 63 months on new
2020 Ascent,™ Forester,® Outback,® Legacy,® and Impreza®
models now through August 31, 2020.

2020 SUBARU

ASCENT
PREMIUM

• Highest possible safety rating for front crash
prevention from IIHS3
• A 2020 IIHS Top Safety Pick with Steering
Responsive Headlights

2020 SUBARU

FORESTER

BASE

• Standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
+ 33 mpg hwy
• Standard EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology

• Subaru is the Most Trusted Brand for six years
running, according to Kelley Blue Book4

McCrea Subaru
1406 5th Street Eureka • 442-1741
www.mccreasubaru.com
All advertised prices excludes government fees and taxes, any finance charges, and any
emission testing charge. On approved credit. Ad expires 8-31-2020

northcoastjournal.com • Thursday, Aug. 20, 2020 • NORTH COAST JOURNAL

15

ON THE COVER
Continued from previous page

Local copper artist Scott Hemphill talks with a couple
taking in the murals during the festival. Hemphill was
helping with the lettering on Ellie Gainey’s mural
“Heart of the Redwoods,” located on the side of the
Toy Box. It was the largest mural of this year’s festival.

Jose Moreno finishes
one of his two
murals painted on
garage doors in the
alley off Henderson
Street between E
and F streets.

Alme Allen looks at his
nearly completed mural
“Arareethívthaaneen”
on the back wall of the
Discovery Shop on the last
day of the festival.

Need Housing? We’ve got it!

KIC I kramer investment corp. • 707-444-2919 • www.kkramer.com
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Ahley Rose blows glitter into the paint of her work titled “Compliment in Chaos.”
Lager for a violet-green swallow and a
thirsty flicker, proved irresistible to passersby. “I’ve been putting in 12-hour days
but it’s been a happy experience,” the
artist said Monday. “I haven’t had anybody
say anything that was less than positive.”
De Silva is an illustrator of children’s
books and avid birdwatcher who also
works as a landscaper and gardener. “Everybody’s spending time in their backyards now, landscaping and thinking about
birds,” she remarked. “I think a lot more
people have started watching birds as a
result of this pandemic.” Other people
seem to feel the same way, she speculated, noting how certain animal mascots
kept turning up in unplanned correspondences. “Jose (Moreno) has woodpeckers
in his piece, too. Alme (Allen)’s mural has
flicker feathers. There’s Carl (Avery)’s giant
woodpecker. There are monarch butterflies in one of Jose’s murals, and also in
Gina Tuzzi’s.
“The quarantine and the pandemic has
been a time for reflection, I guess. It’s not
ideal! A lot of the media I consume is ...
super negative. And you need to keep up
with the news. But you also need to keep
looking at the birds in your backyard.”
Paying attention, whether to a bird’s field
characteristics or to the intricacies of
ritual, is a way to invest lived experience
with a significance that many structures
of contemporary life either deny or elide.
Jackson said she had drawn on memories of her own Flower Dance in designing
her mural “Run.” In her depiction, the red
disk painted between the runner’s shoulder blades telegraphs sacredness, even for
viewers who may be unfamiliar with the
dance’s purpose. “The red disk signifies
that she’s opening herself up,” Jackson
said, “her body and her energy. The disk
is painted on the dancer’s back, her chest,
the top of the head, and the bottom of
the feet. This is something my medicine
woman did with me but not everyone

does that. Some elements of the ritual,
though, are universal — the maple bark
skirt, the veil of blue jay feathers, the
wristlets and the anklets.”
When contemplating a potential
composition, “I initially thought it would
be cool to see the girl’s perspective, from
under the blue jay veil,” Jackson said.
However, “that seemed almost too intimate.” She decided instead to represent
a girl undertaking one of the morning
and evening runs that dancers complete
over the course of several days. During
these runs, Jackson explained, “little kids
chase after the runner, teasing her and
trying to make her laugh. They represent
her childhood. And as she outruns them,
she leaves her childhood behind.” The
completed mural places viewers in the
position of those kids, watching while the
runner moves beyond their reach and into
the space of adulthood. “We’re watching
her tread her own path.”
“This pandemic has me reflecting on
the Flower Dance and its resurgence in the
last 20 years,” Jackson said. How we come
together, as community and as individuals.
A lot of us who had the flower dance are
thinking about it because [during the five
days of the dance] we are in isolation, we
quarantine ourselves from the rest of the
community. And we have these certain
rules we have to follow at given times:
Don’t eat, don’t touch your face, etc.” The
application of this principle to quarantine
time resonated festival-wide — ceremony
and community can transfigure even the
most onerous limitations and restrictions,
turning them into sources of purpose and
resilience.
l
Gabrielle Gopinath (she/her) is an
art writer, critic and curator based in
Arcata. Follow her on Instagram at @
gabriellegopinath.
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Cutten Realty

Coldwell Banker Cutten Realty Property Management
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Calendar Aug. 20 – 27, 2020
20 Thursday
BOOKS

StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. Walk and read Goin’ Someplace Special by Patricia
McKissack, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. The library is
dedicating this StoryWalk to late civil rights legend Rep.
John Lewis. Take this walk on your own in the garden.
Submitted

Your Saturday night is set. Log on for barn-appropriate music from the Freshwater Farms Reserve
Virtual Huckleberry Flint Concert on Aug. 22 at
7 p.m. at www.givebutter.com/HuckFlint. You’ll
get a recorded show from the Northcoast Regional
Land Trust property as well as Diamond D Ranch.
Donations benefit the land trust’s conservation
efforts and the show justifies whatever jug drinking
you choose to do in your own home.

DANCE
Dances of Brazil. 5:30 p.m. Redwood Raks World Dance
Studio, 824 L St., Arcata. Learn different styles of Brazilian dances such as samba Afro, reggae, axé, samba no pé
and more, with instruction by Rocío Cristal and María
Vanderhorst. All-level class. Limited to five people.
Register in advance at talavera.rocio@gmail.com. $15.
www.redwoodraks.com.

MUSIC
The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. Tune in each weeknight for live music by
the J St. Regulars, 7 to 8 p.m. on The Sanctuary Arcata’s
Facebook and Instagram pages. www.facebook.com/
thesanctuaryarcata.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. A Facebook group to join if you like
fun group singing. Song of the day posted at 3 p.m.,
sing starts at 7 p.m. Free. www.facebook.com/groups/
quarantinesingalong.

SPOKEN WORD

Jordan Davis

Need a new reality show fix? Love In Lockdown
might be The One. Hop (anonymously) onto the
Zoom on Sunday, Aug. 23 at 6 p.m. to check out the
virtual dating reality show or stream episodes for
up to a week after they air ($3 episode, $10 all four
episodes). This is a reasonable viewing schedule that
will not mess with your already slippery grasp on
time during the pandemic like an all-night (all-day?)
binge. Baby steps.

Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. This Facebook group of Humboldt County poets
(and lovers of poetry) is about living on the edge of
the continent in a pandemic. Hosted by Eureka Poet
Laureate David Holper. Free.

EVENTS
KMUD Virtual Talent Show. Virtual World, Online.
Viewing and voting for favorites Aug. 10-22. From a
juggler, to aspiring musicians, all from behind the
Redwood Curtain. Go to @kmudradio on Instagram,
@kmud on Twitter or the KMUD Facebook page or
website. www.kmud.org.

FOR KIDS
Fortuna Library Recorded Readings. Virtual World, Online. Hosted by the Fortuna Branch Library on its Facebook page, www.facebook.com/HumCoLibraryFortuna.
Virtual Junior Rangers. 11:30 a.m. Virtual World, Online.
Join the North Coast Redwoods District of California
State Parks for weekly kids’ programs and activities
related to coast redwoods, marine protected areas and
more, plus the chance to earn Junior Ranger Badges.
Register online and watch live. www.bit.ly/NCRDVirtualJuniorRanger.

FOOD

Shutterstock

If you, like the Journal staff, deal with stress by looking at adorable goats online, good news: Your selfcare ritual is now a means of doing good. Help fund
the Boys & Girls Club of the Redwoods by picking
a winner in the streaming Wild Goat Race 2020 on
Saturday, Aug. 22 at 3:30 p.m. from the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. Horn in on the raffle action via
the Facebook event page and watch the hooves on
the move on Facebook or YouTube.

20

Eureka Henderson Center Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Henderson Center, Henderson near F Street, Eureka.
Fresh and local fruits, vegetables, plant starts, flowers
and more. Visit the NCGA website to view updates and
protocols to help us keep the market safe and open.
Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.org. www.
northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.
Food for People’s Free Produce Distribution. Third
Thursday of every month, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Bayshore Mall,
3300 Broadway, Eureka. Every third Thursday in the
north parking lot at Bayshore mall. Masks and 6-foot
distancing required. Make room in vehicles. Volunteers
will load produce directly into the trunk. Those without
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vehicles can visit the Eureka Food Pantry (2112 Broadway)
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
McKinleyville Farmers Market. 3-6 p.m. Eureka Natural
Foods, McKinleyville, 2165 Central Ave. In the parking
lot of the McKinleyville Eureka Natural Foods. Locally
grown fruits, vegetables, plant starts, succulents, flowers
and more. Visit the NCGA website to view updates and
protocols to help us keep the market safe and open.
Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.org. www.
northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.
Willow Creek Farmers Market. 6 p.m. Veteran’s Park,
135 Willow Road, Willow Creek. Locally grown food.
Visit the NCGA website to view updates and protocols
to help us keep the market safe and open. Free. info@
northcoastgrowersassociation.org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. California State
Parks’ North Coast Redwoods District is broadcasting
programs featuring tall trees and rugged seas from state
parks via Facebook from. Free. www.facebook.com/
NorthCoastRedwoods.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. During this local, physically distanced
Bioblitz, participants are encouraged to visit any coastal
locations in Humboldt County, snap pictures of their
observations and upload them to the SnapShot Hum
Coast Project in the iNaturalist App. Free. michelle@
trinidadcoastallandtrust.org. www.facebook.com/
events/1728977650591128/. 677-2501.

ETC
Chamber Chats w/John Richmond of Times-Standard.
noon. Virtual World, Online. Arcata Chamber of Commerce featured speaker is John Richmond, publisher and
general manager of the Times-Standard and director
of advertising for division, NorCal Community Media.
Via Zoom. Pre-Registration required. Open to all. www.
arcatachamber.com/event/chamber-chats-featuringjohn-richmond-times-standard.
English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. Local online adult
ESL classes. No registration required. This class offers
pronunciation, speaking, reading, writing, vocabulary,
verb conjugations and common expressions. All levels
welcome. Join anytime. On YouTube at English Express
Humboldt. Join anytime. Free. www.englishexpressempowered.com. 443-5021. Free.
Parenting in a Pandemic - Virtual Therapist Panel
Q&A. 6 p.m. Virtual World, Online. Wild Souls Ranch
Live Q&A panel for parents who have questions and
concerns regarding going back to school, distance
learning, working from home, etc. Submit questions at
wsrdevelopment@gmail.com. Watch the Facebook live
stream on Wild Souls Ranch Facebook page.
Restorative Movement. 10:30-11:30 a.m. & 1:30-2:30
p.m. Virtual World, Online. SoHum Health presents a
class including breath work, relaxation and a variety of
yoga and non-yoga movement styles. Tuesday classes
focus on strength and mobility. Thursday classes focus
on relaxation and breath work. Contact instructor Ann
Constantino for a link to the online class orientation.
Free. annconstantino@gmail.com. www.sohumhealth.
org. 923-3921.
The Writers Lounge via Zoom. 7:30 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. A writing workshop for people who don’t
know what to write. Geared toward stand-up comedy
sets and comedy writing. Zoom Room: 857 4217 6054.
Password: writers. Join Zoom Meeting www.us02web.

zoom.us/j/85742176054?pwd=dWp4UGVqaUVYQ0wzekVnZkZ0VlMzZz09

21 Friday
ART

Two-Day Open Craft. Noon. Scrapper’s Edge, 728
Fourth St., Eureka. Bring your projects and stretch out
on your own 6-foot table. Pizza on Friday, sandwiches
on Saturday. Beverages included. Register in person, by
phone or online. $45. www.bit.ly/2s1FeYP. 445-9686.

BOOKS
StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

LECTURE
Ask the Curator. 2-3 p.m. Virtual World, Online.
Clarke Museum curator Katie Buesch and guest hosts
showcase weekly topics with a trivia contest the last
Friday of every month. Past segments available at www.
clarkemuseum.org. Free. Dana.f@clarkemuseum.org.
www.facebook.com/ClarkeHistoricalMuseum. 443-1947.
Telling Your Story: Outreach & Media. Noon. Virtual
World, Online. How to use media to benefit your work,
be a media spokesperson and create press releases and
your own media. With moderator Regina Chichizola of
Save California Salmon, Allie Hostler of Two Rivers Tribune and Terria Smith of News from Native California.

MUSIC
Ghost Train Live (stream) at the Jam. 8 p.m. The
Jam, 915 H St., Arcata. Ghost Train plays on the Jam’s
remodeled stage, broadcasting on Facebook Live.
Outdoor seating area will be open. Virtual donations
are welcome via venmo @Mercury-Sky-Records. www.
jambalayaarcata.com.
The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
King Maxwell Quarantine Funk #9. 9-11 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. King Maxwell spins funk, soul, electro,
disco, roller skating jams and boogie, and adds vocoder
flavor. Free. arcatasoulpartycrew@gmail.com. www.
youtube.com/watch?v=pssTRy5HLAk.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Shelter n Play. 6 p.m. Virtual World, Online. Public
group on Facebook made up of locals. Open mic for all
skill levels, all styles, all humans welcome to watch or
perform. Sign-ups Wednesdays at noon. www.facebook.
com/groups/224856781967115.

SPOKEN WORD
Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

EVENTS
Cultivating Resilience: Online Arts and Culture
Symposium. 4-6 p.m. Virtual World, Online. Friday:
Conversations on Cultivating Resilience with Julian
Lang, Brittany Britton, Argie Munoz, Alissa Pattison,
Monique Desir, Octavio Acosta, Leslie Castellano and
Laura Poppiti (CCI). Saturday: Choose from workshops
on Sustaining Your Art Business panel with Krista
Smith and HA Pearson, and Equity Takes Practice with
Rhiannon Evans MacFadyen. Register online. Free. www.
inkpeople.org/cultivating-resilience.
The Curiosity Hour: Weekly Double Dose of Weird
with Veve Decay. 8 p.m. Virtual World, Online. A strange
and macabre evening of whimsical tales, live video
chats and parlor games. Hosted by Altar Ego: Curious

Art & Fashion Design. Tune in at www.facebook.com/
events/939880849742122.
KMUD Virtual Talent Show. Virtual World, Online. See
Aug. 20 listing.
Virtual Eureka Friday Night Market. Virtual World,
Online. Humboldt Made hosts local products/services
online, where customers can shop from home with a
safe pick up at the Eureka Visitor Center every Friday.
www.eurekafridaynightmarket.com.

FOR KIDS
School-age Storytime. 11 a.m. Virtual World, Online.
Hosted by the Arcata Branch Library via Zoom. To sign
up, email sparsons@co.humboldt.ca.us or call 822-5954.

FOOD
Garberville Farmers Market. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Garberville
Town Square, Church Street. Fresh, locally grown fruits,
vegetables, plants starts, flowers and more. Visit the
NCGA website to view updates and protocols to help
us keep the market safe and open. Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.
Mateel Summer Drive Through Dinners Fundraiser.
4:30-8:30 p.m. Mateel Community Center, 59 Rusk Lane,
Redway. Featuring Indian-inspired menu prepared by
guest chef Ross Hoon. Orders for dinner taken from
4:30pm-8:30 at 59 Rusk Lane in Redway. Drive in to the
lower parking lot to place and pick up orders and exit
out the back gate. Limited table seating is available on
the hillside. www.mateel.org.

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

ETC
A Call to Yarns. Noon-1 p.m. Virtual World, Online. A
weekly Zoom meetup for knitters and crocheters to
connect, show off creations and work on projects together. Sign up using the Google form and get an email
with the meeting invite. Free. sparsons@co.humboldt.
ca.us. www.forms.gle/CkdbZSbjbckZQej89. 822-5954.
English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Tabata. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. SoHum
Health presents online classes with short, high intensity
cardio workouts. Contact instructor Stephanie Finch by
email for a link to the online class. Free. sfinch40@gmail.
com. www.sohumhealth.com.

22 Saturday
ART

Two-Day Open Craft. 10 a.m. Scrapper’s Edge, 728 Fourth
St., Eureka. See Aug. 21 listing.

BOOKS
Reading in Place - An Online Reading Group. 1 p.m.
Virtual World, Online. Discuss a different short story
(available online) and connect with other readers. Sign
up online for a Zoom meeting invite and that week’s
reading selection. www.forms.gle/zKymPvcDFDG7BJEP9.
StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

Reinhart lays charcoal on birch wood in Eureka. Watch
via Facebook (www.facebook.com/EmRArt) or by YouTube. Free. emily@emilyreinhart.com. www.youtube.
com/channel/UClclGc_-RErDvHWjNBsbhIQ.
Freshwater Farms Reserve Virtual Huckleberry Flint
Concert. 7 p.m. Virtual World, Online. Enjoy new music
from the band filmed out at Freshwater Farms, along
with landscape footage from Northcoast Regional Land
Trust’s most recently conserved property, Diamond D
Ranch. Benefits the trust, donations encouraged during
the event and online at www.ncrlt.org. www.givebutter.
com/HuckFlint.
The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

SPOKEN WORD
Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

EVENTS
Club Triangle Streaming Saturdays. Virtual World,
Online. Weekly online queer variety show. Submissions
accepted daily then shared on Streaming Saturdays
all day. Post your art on social media and tag @clubtriangle. #coronoshebettadont. www.instagram.com/
clubtriangle www.facebook.com/clubtriangl Free. www.
facebook.com/clubtriangl .
Cultivating Resilience: Online Arts and Culture
Symposium. 1-2:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See
Aug. 21 listing.
KMUD Virtual Talent Show. Virtual World, Online. See
Aug. 20 listing.

FOR KIDS
Preschool Storytime. 11 a.m. Virtual World, Online.
Hosted by the Arcata Branch Library via Zoom. To sign
up, email sparsons@co.humboldt.ca.us or call 822-5954.
Virtual Campfire Programs. Virtual World, Online.
California State Parks North Coast Redwoods host
virtual campfire programs every Saturday during August.
Explore the redwoods, the sea and more. Register online.
Recordings available on Facebook and YouTube. www.
bit.ly/NCRDCampfire.
Wild Goat Race. 3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online.
Benefit for Boys & Girls Club of the Redwoods. Pick
your favorite goat to win at www.facebook.com/
events/1210845995943533 and enter the prize raffle.
Race begins at 4 p.m. and will be live streamed from
the Humboldt County Fairgrounds via Facebook and
YouTube. www.interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/
weblink.aspx?name=E144392&id=37.

FOOD
Arcata Plaza Farmers Market. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Arcata
Plaza, Ninth and G streets. Local fruits, vegetable, plant
starts, flowers and more. Visit the NCGA website to view
updates and protocols to help keep the market safe
and open. Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.
org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

MUSIC

ETC

EmRArt with James Zeller. 2-4 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. Cross-platform entertainment from remote
locations. James Zeller plays jazz from Arcata, and Emily

English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Continued on next page »
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CALENDAR
Continued from previous page

23 Sunday

OUTDOORS

StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

ETC

BOOKS

Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

26 Wednesday
BOOKS

StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Tabata. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug.
21 listing.

COMEDY

BOOKS

LECTURE

StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

Food Not Bombs. 4 p.m. Arcata Plaza, Ninth and G
streets. Free, hot food for everyone. Mostly vegan and
organic and always delicious. Free.

The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

Building Tenants Power Workshop. 6 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. Learn to effectively resist evictions/
gentrification, and fight for tenants rights and affordable housing. Via Zoom. www.us02web.zoom.
us/j/89547562002?pwd=cjdvUkhXdkVxNkFtbWFxOCtDbTlHdz09. Meeting ID: 895 4756 2002 Passcode:
427268
Meet the Expert. 5 p.m. Virtual World, Online.
Humboldt-Del Norte Film Commissioner Cassandra
Hesseltine interviews film industry professionals and
discusses local filming. New videos posted to the film
commission’s YouTube channel and social media. www.
youtube.com/channel/UCsbPoRUx8OJlzuLCUNlBxiw.

MEETINGS

SPOKEN WORD

MUSIC

Readings in the Redwoods. Noon-2 p.m. Carlotta,
Humboldt County. Readings of Paul Selig’s I am the
Word. Email or text for directions to the outdoor firepit
at the Redwood River Lodge in Carlotta and observe
social distancing. Free. btngineer2011@gmail.com. www.
paulselig.com. 298-3466.

Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

MUSIC
The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

SPOKEN WORD
Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

EVENTS
Love In Lockdown. 6 p.m. Virtual World, Online. A live
virtual dating reality show in which contestants go on
dates hoping to find true love. Tune in anonymously on
Zoom each week. Episodes stream for up to a week after
airing. Tickets and subscriptions online. $3 an episode,
$10 four-episode season. www.limearts.org/shop.

FOOD

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

ETC
English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

24 Monday
BOOKS

StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

MUSIC
The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

SPOKEN WORD
Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

FOOD
Miranda Farmers Market. 2-6 p.m. Miranda Market,
6685 Avenue of the Giants. Farmers and vendors bring
fresh food weekly. Visit the NCGA website to view
updates and protocols to help keep the market safe
and open. Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.
org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.
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25 Tuesday
COMEDY

Savage Henry’s BigFish Open Mic via Zoom. 9 p.m. Virtual World, Online. Enjoy or participate in some standup open-mic Zoom style. Five-minute sets. Zoom: www.
us02web.zoom.us/j/86421967992 Password: comedy.

MUSIC

FOR KIDS
Tuesday Storytime with Ms. Tamara. Virtual World,
Online. Posted every Tuesday on Arcata Library’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/HumCoLibraryArcata.

FOOD
Eureka Old Town Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Old
Town, F Street between First and Third streets, Eureka.
Fresh produce, plant starts, flowers and more. Visit
the NCGA website to view updates and protocols to
help us keep the market safe and open. Free. info@
northcoastgrowersassociation.org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.
Fortuna Farmers Market. 3-6 p.m. 10th and Main
streets, Fortuna. Local farmers bring fresh fruits, vegetables, plants starts, flowers and more. Visit the NCGA
website to view updates and protocols to help us keep
the market safe and open. Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.
org. 441-9999.
Shelter Cove Farmers Market. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Mario’s
Marina Bar, 533 Machi Road, Shelter Cove. Farmers
and vendors bring a variety of fruits, vegetables, plant
starts, flowers and more. Visit the NCGA website to view
updates and protocols to help us keep the market safe
and open. Free. info@northcoastgrowersassociation.
org. www.northcoastgrowersassociation.org. 441-9999.

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

ETC
English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Restorative Movement. 10:30-11:30 a.m. & 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
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Drive-In Comedy w/Eric Fitzgerald. 9 p.m. Savage
Henry Comedy Club, 415 Fifth St., Eureka. Pull in behind the club, tune into 107.9 FM and enjoy the show.
No public restroom. Mask required outside vehicle.
Venmo donations welcomed @Savage-Henry. www.
savagehenrymagazine.com.

The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

21 listing.
Towards Citizenship. Virtual World, Online. Prepare to
be a U.S. citizen. Local online classes to prepare for the
citizenship exam/interview. Join anytime. Free. www.
englishexpressempowered.com. 362-3968.
Weekly Check-in with Rep. Huffman. noon. Virtual
World, Online. Rep. Jared Huffman (D-San Rafael)
will hold Facebook Live check-ins to engage with
his constituents on the latest updates regarding the
novel coronavirus pandemic and to answer questions
about the federal response. More information at www.
huffman.house.gov/coronavirus. Free. www.facebook.
com/rephuffman.

27 Thursday
BOOKS

StoryWalk 2. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcata Library, 500 Seventh
St. See Aug. 20 listing.

DANCE
Dances of Brazil. 5:30 p.m. Redwood Raks World Dance
Studio, 824 L St., Arcata. See Aug. 20 listing.

MUSIC
The J St. Regulars Radio Hour. Ongoing, 7-8 p.m. Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Quarantine Sing-a-long. Ongoing, 7 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

SPOKEN WORD
Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

FOR KIDS

Poetry on the Edge. Ongoing, noon. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

Fortuna Library Recorded Readings. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Virtual Junior Rangers. 11:30 a.m. Virtual World, Online.
See Aug. 20 listing.

EVENTS

FOOD

SPOKEN WORD

The Curiosity Hour: Weekly Double Dose of Weird
with Veve Decay. 8 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See
Aug. 21 listing.

FOR KIDS
Preschool Storytime. 11 a.m. Virtual World, Online. See
Aug. 22 listing.

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

ETC
Electric Vehicles 101 Webinar. 10-11 a.m. & 5:30-6:30
p.m. Virtual World, Online. Online presentation by
RCEA Transportation Specialist Sophia Valenzuela
about types of electric vehicles, financial incentives
and more. Q&A follows. Register in advance online. EV@
RedwoodEnergy.org. redwoodenergy.org/get-involved/
repowerhour. 382-7110.
English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Hops in Humboldt Fortuna Chamber Mixer. 5:30 p.m.
Virtual World, Online. Virtual Chamber mixer hosted
by the Hops in Humboldt Committee. A 21+ drinking
game, prizes, 50/50 raffle, shelter-in-place scavenger
hunt and more. Register in advance, purchase tickets
and enter the giveaway online. www.fortunachamber.
com/hopsmixer.
Tabata. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug.

Eureka Henderson Center Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Henderson Center, Henderson near F Street, Eureka.
See Aug. 20 listing.
McKinleyville Farmers Market. 3-6 p.m. Eureka Natural Foods, McKinleyville, 2165 Central Ave. See Aug.
20 listing.
Willow Creek Farmers Market. 6 p.m. Veteran’s Park,
135 Willow Road, Willow Creek. See Aug. 20 listing.

OUTDOORS
Live from Behind the Redwood Curtain. Ongoing,
3-3:30 p.m. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
SnapShot Hum Coast Bioblitz. 7 a.m.-noon Virtual
World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

ETC
English Express: An English Language Class for Adults.
Ongoing. Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
Restorative Movement. 10:30-11:30 a.m. & 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Virtual World, Online. See Aug. 20 listing.
The Writers Lounge via Zoom. 7:30 p.m. Virtual World,
Online. See Aug. 20 listing.

Heads Up …

Low-cost firewood vouchers will be sold starting Aug.
17 by the Humboldt Senior Resource Center. Households
with an individual 55 or older and living on a low to
moderate income are eligible to purchase one firewood
voucher. For more information, call 443-9747, ext. 3232.
The city of Arcata seeks applicants for two open
vacancies on the Historic Landmarks Committee. Com-

munity members with a passion for historic architecture
and local history are encouraged to apply. Drop off
applications at the City Manager’s Office at City Hall in
Arcata. For more information, visit www.cityofarcata.
org or call 822-5953.
The city of Arcata Recreation Division is accepting applications for part-time Recreation Day Camp directors
to facilitate COVID-19 compliant programs. Deadline
to apply is Friday, Aug. 21. Applications are available at
www.cityofarcata.org/rec or in the Recreation Office
at Arcata City Hall. For more information, call 822-7091.
Tell your COVID-19 stories for Humboldt State
University’s special project. Faculty, students, HSU’s
Library Special Collections and the Center for Community Based Learning are documenting community
members’ experiences. Contact Suzanne Pasztor at
sp49@humboldt.edu or Carly Marino at Carly.Marino@
humboldt.edu.
First 5 Humboldt and the Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services are offering
mini-grants to address Adverse Childhood Experiences.
Funding is available to community-based organizations
that serve pregnant women and youth, 0 to 8 and their
families. The deadline for applications is Aug. 21 at 5 p.m.
Email SAnderson@co.humboldt.ca.us or call 476-4073.
GOHumCo seeks people to serve on two committees.
The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
group helps prioritize economic development initiatives
across several industries. The Prosperity Network is
made up of local business owners and agencies. Participants would be helping steer this group through the
pandemic recovery. For more information and to apply,
visit www.humboldtgov.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=3081.

Coast Central Credit Union’s Community Investment
Program is now open. Applications for the grants and
more information may be obtained at www.coastccu.org
under the Community tab, or by calling 445-8801, ext.
309 or ctoste@coastccu.org. The deadline is Monday,
Aug. 31, to Humboldt Area Foundation.
The Redwood Discovery Museum is seeking donations
to keep it going. Make a tax-deductible, one-time or
recurring donation through the museum’s secure online
portal www.discovery-museum.org/donate.html. Or
email or call 443-9694.
The city of Eureka is accepting donated face coverings.
Homemade cloth masks, no-sew masks, bandanas and
elastic hair ties will be sanitized and distributed to St.
Vincent de Paul, the Eureka Rescue Mission and the
Betty Kwan Chinn Day Center. Donation box outside the
main entrance of Eureka City Hall at 531 K St. weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m.
Area 1 Agency on Aging Partners and the Friendship
Line offer support to seniors. Older adults can call the
toll-free “warm line” (1-888-670-1360) for a friendly
listening ear and emotional support for those facing
loneliness, isolation or anxiety, including concerns
about COVID-19. Both the new number and the 24hour, toll-free Friendship Line (1-800-971-0016) will take
inbound calls, as well as offer pre-scheduled outbound
call service.
Redwood Community Action Agency is offering help
with energy bills, the purchase of propane, firewood,
pellets or kerosene for low to moderate income
households. Call 444-3831, extension 202. www.rcaa.
org. 445-0881.

Northern California Community Blood Bank: You can
make an extremely essential outing and safely donate
at locations around Humboldt. Blood mobiles and the
blood center are set up for social distancing. Visit www.
nccbb.net for the schedule.
Donations of PPE can be made at Mad River Community
Hospital’s main entrance Monday through Friday, noon
to 2 p.m. Facilities in need of masks can reach out to the
Facebook group Humboldt Coronavirus Mask Makers
for donations.
SoHum Health’s hospital and clinic staff are calling
seniors residing in the area to offer a wellness check,
information on grocery delivery services via the Healy
Senior Center, prescription refills and delivery, and
Tele-health visits with their clinic providers, if needed.
Don’t wait for a call, contact SoHum Health’s Senior Life
Solutions at 922-6321.
Children and their families can sign up for summer
reading and get free craft activity kits during curbside
pickup hours at all Humboldt County Library locations
while supplies last. Sign up online at www.humboldtgov.
org/1502/Summer-Reading-Club or during curbside
pickup at any library.
The Humboldt and Del Norte County 4-H Program is
offering a free curriculum and virtual field trips designed
for kids 9-18, ranging from arts and crafts to cooking and
livestock to bees. Visit www.cehumboldt.ucanr.edu/
Programs/4-H_Program_270 or follow @HumboldtCounty4H and @DelNorteCounty4H Facebook pages
for daily activity uploads.
The city of Arcata is offering free delivery of $25
backyard compost bins. Email eservices@cityofarcata.

org or by calling 822-8184. Proof of Arcata residency
required. Free oil recycling drain pans for Arcata residents can be picked up from City Hall 11 a.m.-5 p.m. For
more information on zero waste practices, visit www.
cityofarcata.org.
The Arcata School District Summer Meals Program
runs through Aug. 24 at Arcata Elementary School,
Sunny Brae Middle School and five community sites.
All children 18 and under and people 21 and under who
are disabled are welcome to free meals on weekdays,
with breakfast and lunch served in one bag. The main
serving site will be Arcata Elementary (noon to 1 p.m.),
augmented by the following mobile sites: 2575 Alliance
Road (11-11:20 a.m.), Sunny Brae Middle School (11:3011:50 a.m.), Rotary Park (noon-12:10 p.m.), Greenview
Park (12:25-12:35 p.m.), Manila Park (12:45-1:05 p.m.) and
Phillips Court in Manila (1:10-1:15 p.m.). The schedule is
subject to change. Call 839-5219 with any questions.
The city of Eureka seeks photos and memories of
Sequoia Park and its playground or the Sequoia Park
Zoo for the Sequoia Park Improvement Project. Send
submissions by email to sequoiaparkmemories@ci.eureka.ca.gov, upload to www.sequoiaparkmemories.com or
mail to Sequoia Park Memories, c/o Adorni Community
Center, 1011 Waterfront Drive, Eureka, CA 95501.
The Humboldt County Animal Shelter will be closed
to the public during shelter in place order, though
staff will take calls Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Adoptions by appointment. If your pet
is impounded at the shelter, call 840-9132 to leave a
message to make pick-up arrangements. ●

Announcing new dental services at Southern
Trinity Health Services, Scotia Bluffs
We offer Behavioral Health, Covid-19 testing,
Dental, Laboratory, and Medical services.
We accept Medi-Cal / Denti-Cal,
private insurances, and offer a
slide fee discount program.

Please call Scotia Bluffs for an appointment at 707-764-5617
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SCREENS

Superhero
Surprise

MONDAY - THURSDAY
10 TO GO BOXES
from 5 - 6 pm
MONDAY Fried Chicken
TUESDAY Babyback Ribs
WEDNESDAY Meatloaf
THURSDAY Pot Roast
$

Project Power
By John J. Bennett

screens@northcoastjournal.com
PROJECT POWER. A friend, whose name
shall remain unsaid but which once appeared on this very masthead, wondered
not long ago, whither Jamie Foxx. I bristled
a bit at the question, as Foxx’s contribution to Michael Mann’s Miami Vice (2006),
a seminal if divisive document of the early
’00s and one of my favorite movies of all
time, basically renders his career immortal and immutable. From a less biased
perspective, though, it’s not unreasonable
to ask. Those of a certain age probably
knew him first for In Living Color, wherein
his timing, charisma and gameness made
it no real surprise when he transitioned to
movie acting. Then he made three movies
with Mann (Ali, 2001, and Collateral, 2004,
before Miami Vice), winning a Best Actor
Oscar for Ray (2004) in the midst of that
run. It was indisputable that he had arrived
on the A-list. Bankable, famous, prestigious
and versatile, it seemed he could write his
own ticket. Which may be exactly what
he’s been doing in the meantime: He’s continued to dabble in television, collaborated on a fair amount of music and acted in
a variety of high-profile movies.
As a movie actor, though, he hasn’t
maintained the prominent position in
the ongoing conversation we might have
expected. His role in Django Unchained
(2012) is undeniably that of a movie star
but in the last 15 years (or so) he has been
a leading man, a character actor, comic
relief, the American president and occasional other villains. He’s been eminently
watchable all along, despite the mixed
popular and critical reception of those
projects. And now, after a heartbreaking,
low-key performance in Destin Daniel
Cretton’s Just Mercy (2019), Foxx is back to
blockbusters in the era of their undoing.

Coastal Humboldters when the temperature goes above 75 degrees.
Project Power

A disclaimer: Like everyone else, the
pandemic, coupled with the authoritarian
coup threatening democracy, has made
me a little insane. It’s difficult to track its
effects, and the symptoms sometimes
seem disassociated from the cause. And
so it is impossible that my reaction to the
books, music and movies I’m taking in has
not been colored, even imperceptively, by
the steady erosion of my mental and emotional state. Maybe it has made me more
accepting, thankful as I am for distractions
and escapism, but also for reflections and
meditations on the good and brave things
of which people are capable. Whatever it
is, I really like Project Power; it seems like I
shouldn’t but I do.
In a perhaps parallel-universe present-day New Orleans, an exciting new
drug is freely given to street dealers for
broad distribution. The gleaming pills, we
learn, will unlock users’ innate super-power but only for five minutes at a time.
As you might expect, the powers are a
mixed bag — could be super-strength,
could result in self-immolation. An NOPD
detective (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) relies
on the occasional pill and his friendship
with a struggling would-be rapper/occasional dealer named Robin (Dominique
Fishback) to help him fight the good fight.
Meanwhile, a former Army Ranger called
the Major (Foxx) arrives in the city, hunting
the supplier of the drug and searching
desperately for his daughter. Superhero
action ensues.
This movie feels like a statement by
Netflix, the first true blockbuster-type
movie it’s brought to the table. It’s
certainly possible the absence of the
predominant tentpoles and the theatrical
experience has slowed or softened my

critical response. And it may be “lucky”
timing that the movie the studio had most
groomed as a contender for theatrical
release is now a streaming title. But there
is something to Project Power, that nearly
impossible combination of cast and story
and style that makes a movie memorable,
that leaves the audience satisfied, even
wanting more, rather than lamenting what
might have been. And as much as I’ve enjoyed what Netflix has offered us, lo these
horrendous months, this is the first one
that hits all the marks. Even Extraction,
which I very much enjoyed, felt like a stunt
show writ large. It didn’t have the cohesiveness that would let it stand up next
to a major weekend release. Somehow,
almost inexplicably, Project Power does.
This is due in no small part to Foxx’s
unassuming ability to own the frame, his
elegantly contained explosive physicality
and ability to be emotionally vulnerable.
Gordon-Levitt, about whom my admiration has been broadcast, makes nothing
but smart choices, playing a dynamic but
appropriately reserved supporting role.
And Fishback, with rhymes written for her
by Chika, also owns every frame in which
she appears.
The cast, though formidable in its own
right, could get lost in a movie like this,
were it not for a sure-footed script and
direction. And they have it in an original screenplay by Mattson Tomlin and
shockingly good-looking, well-edited
movie-making by Henry Joost and Ariel
Schulman, whose previous work I now
realize I may have unfairly neglected. R.
113M. NETFLIX.
l
John J. Bennett (he/him) is a movie
nerd who loves a good car chase.
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urrently speeding out from the
sun after its last visit to the solar
system’s inner reaches in 1992,
Comet Swift-Tuttle leaves a trail
of debris in its path. Comets are
made of frozen gasses, dust and rock; as
the sun’s energy warms and sublimates the
frozen gasses, some of its solids are blown
off into space, leaving the trail of particles.
Every 133 years, Swift-Tuttle comes in
from out beyond Pluto to swing by Earth’s
neighborhood on its path around the sun,
laying down another swath of dust and
small particles before heading back out
again. Earth passes through its stream of
cometary dust every year in early to mid
August. As we pass through the trail of
dust and small chunks, we collect them in
our atmosphere like bugs on a windshield.
The particles, or meteoroids, enter the
atmosphere at incredibly high speeds (over
100,000 miles per hour) and burn up quickly due to friction with the air. The meteors
we see in the sky are their paths burning
through the sky.
Imagine Earth sliding along its orbit in
space around the sun, a great marble of
blue, white and brown traveling majestically, silently along a path it’s known for
billions of years. Riding atop this great
globe, you look ahead and see coming up
in your path a cloudy stream that reaches
out and fades into the stars of eternity on
either side. Earth is going to pass through
the thick of it. This is Swift-Tuttle’s dust
trail.
At the outer fringes of the stream,
stray bits begin impacting the atmosphere,
burning up in flashes and streaks as their
energy turns to heat and flame. Earth
glides on into the densest part of the
cometary particle path. More and more

“Self Portrait in Red, with Perseid Meteors
on My Mind …” In the hills of Humboldt
County, just past midnight on Aug. 13.
David Wilson

flashes and streaks. Like water from a
hose, the stream of particles strikes the
earth’s protective skin of gases. In stripes
and streaks, the meteoroids stab into the
Earth’s thin layer of air, white hot needles
straining to reach the ground.
Standing on the ground now, small and
human, the meteors shoot across the sky
overhead. Adding comet dust to Earth’s
mass, the shooting stars radiate in all directions from the point where the stream of
cometary motes impacts the atmospheric
shield above. For the Perseid meteors, this
is a point in the northeast, not high above
the horizon in the constellation Perseus.
The accompanying time-lapse sequence
online shows a lot of activity in the sky
but by far most of it is human-made,
either satellites or airplanes. Here on
California’s rural North Coast, we see many
more satellites than planes in the sky.
Meteors are difficult to spot in the time
lapse, as they appear only as brief flashes,
short streaks that don’t reach across the
frame. Meteors tend to taper at the ends.
Airplanes and satellites travel across the
entire field of view. Satellites tend to
be a uniform brightness — though that
can vary as they revolve and their varied
surfaces catch the sun’s glare, and they will
dim or brighten as they pass into or out of
Earth’s shadow — while airplanes appear
as dashed lines due to their blinking lights.
●
To keep abreast of David Wilson’s
most current photography or purchase a
print, visit or contact him at his website
www.mindscapefx.com or follow him on
Instagram at @david_wilson_mfx and on
Twitter @davidwilson_mfx .

