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LEXINGTON, KY. >> Authentic has 
won the Breeders’ Cup Classic, go-
ing wire-to-wire for a 2¼-length 
victory over Improbable that gave 
trainer Bob Baffert a 1-2 finish 
Saturday at Keeneland.

The Kentucky Derby champion 
and Preakness runner-up broke 
out of the gate quickly and set 
the pace for others to follow. Sta-
blemate Maximum Security pur-
sued for a while before Global 
Security overtook him and then 
was passed by Improbable enter-
ing the stretch. Authentic, at 9-2, 
never let up with John Velazquez 
aboard and extended his lead by 
the end.

Authentic earned his fifth win 
in seven starts this year and made 
a strong case as the year’s top 
3-year-old. It also bookended a 

successful day for Baffert, whose 
filly Gamine opened the $31 mil-
lion season-ending world champi-
onships with a dominant, record-
setting victory in the $1 million 
Filly and Mare Sprint.

Authentic’s winning time in 
the $6 million race over 1¼ miles 
wasn’t immediately available be-
cause of a technical glitch.

Authentic paid $10.40, $5.40 
and $4.20.

Improbable returned $4.80 
and $3.30 while Global Campaign 
paid $8.80.

Pro football
LIONS REMOVE QB STAFFORD FROM 
RESERVE-COVID-19 LIST >> Detroit 
Lions quarterback Matthew Staf-
ford was removed from the Re-
serve/COVID-19 list, making him 
eligible to play at Minnesota.
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Breeders’ Cup Classic win
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PARADISE >> Two years ago, the 
Paradise High girls basketball 
team was merely trying to survive 
a season filled with uncertainty. 
On Nov. 8, 2018, the Camp Fire 
caused a disruption they thought 
would happen only once during 
their four years of high school.

That same group of girls, 
mostly sophomores, had been ea-
ger to start their senior year. They 
had longed to be the “big dogs” on 
campus. They were excited that it 
was finally their turn to be hon-
ored on senior night. They were 
driven to finish their last year of 
high school basketball on a high 
note.

But the coronavirus pandemic 
has caused another disruption, 
this time on a nationwide and 
worldwide scale, that’s left them 
wondering if they’ll get that glory 
season.

“I would be crushed if it does 
not happen,” said senior Alysa 
Winebarger. “That’s what makes 

me frustrated. Our whole town 
burned down and we were still 
able to play basketball.”

Paradise High’s basketball sea-
son is scheduled to begin on Feb. 
22 inside the school’s brand new 
gym. The gym is projected to be 
finished by February.

However, playing sports de-
pends on whether COVID-19 
case rates stay down locally. Out-
breaks at school sites or among 
prep sports teams would likely af-
fect the start date of the season. A 
spike in cases could prompt more 
restrictions put in place on prep 
sports. In March, the California 
Interscholastic Federation can-
celed spring sports in response 
to the pandemic.

“We haven’t had a normal 
school year since freshman 
year,” said senior Sophia Scrib-
ner. “We’re definitely used to it. 
As individuals, it definitely makes 
us stronger.”

As a sophomore, Scribner, 
along with her teammates, didn’t 
expect their first year on varsity 

Paradise players look forward to their senior 
season after never-ending series of shutdowns
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From left to right: Basketball players Alysa Winebarger, Sophia Scribner and Emma Lawrie are seen at Paradise High School on Friday.
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Paradise’s Sophia Scribner (13) defends North Tahoe’s Marina Hendricks in a game last season at Paradise 
High. The seniors on the Paradise girls team hope to play their final season.
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AVONDALE, ARIZ. >> Denny Ham-
lin is 0-for-3 in championship 
chances, his shot at an elusive 
first NASCAR crown ending 
just short each time.

It’s his turn again, without 
rival Kevin Harvick in his way 
and his Toyota teammates all 
eliminated. Hamlin on Sunday 
will try to close his own career-
defining season with the Cup ti-
tle in NASCAR’s season finale at 
Phoenix Raceway.

Hamlin will be racing with 
Joey Logano and Brad Kesel-

owski, Ford teammates from 
Team Penske, as well as NAS-
CAR’s most popular driver. 
Chase Elliott last week drove 
Chevrolet and Hendrick Mo-
torsports back into the cham-
pionship race for the first time 
since 2016.

Elliott’s win at Martinsville 

put him on NASCAR’s biggest 
stage for the first time in his ca-
reer, but the upset also bounced 
Harvick out of the finale. Har-
vick won a Cup Series-high nine 
races and was the regular-sea-
son champion, and Harvick 
and Hamlin went head-to-head 

NASCAR

Hamlin has 
tough job to 
win elusive 
1st Cup title
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Denny Hamlin walks out during driver introductions prior to the 
NASCAR Cup Series race at Phoenix Raceway in Avondale, Ariz., on 
March 8.
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