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Chino Branch Library gets a colorful facelift
By Brenda Dunkle
Excited children raced 

through the newly reno-
vated Chino Branch Library 
last Saturday to check out 
its new features, including 
a barn room, large peg light 
board, vintage airplane 
mural and vinyl-covered 
“hay bales” for seating.

The county library’s 
Grand Re-Opening also 
featured outdoor activi-
ties in the library parking 
lot, including a craft table, 
jumbo building blocks, an 
appearance by superhero 
Captain Marvel, balloon 
making and city informa-
tion booths.

The library at the north-
west corner of Central Ave-
nue and D Street had been 
closed for three months for 
the remodeling. The major 
changes came to the chil-
dren’s reading area, where 
a room decorated like a 
barn had pig puppets and 
a small puppet stage, a See LIBRARY, Page A3
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Aff ordable housing numbers decrease for 
Chino, Chino Hills, but still in the thousands
By Marianne Napoles

Representatives from the 
cities of Chino and Chino 
Hills are not happy with 
the official numbers they 
received from the State of 
California on the amount 
of affordable housing units 
they will have to build over 
the next eight years, even 
though that number slight-
ly decreased.

The numbers mandated 
by the state’s Housing and 
Community Development 
Department are allocated 
by a regional planning 
organization called the 
Southern California As-
sociation of Governments 
(SCAG). 

The eight-year period will 
begin in 2021 and end in 
2029.

Chino Hills has been 
mandated to build 3,720 
affordable housing units as 
follows: very low income 

1,384, low income 819, 
moderate income 787, and 
above moderate income, 
731.

The overall number of 
3,720 decreased by 319 
from the projected alloca-
tion of 4,039 assigned in 
fall 2019.

Chino has been mandat-
ed to build 6,959 housing 
units as follows: very low 
income 2,106, low income 
1,281, moderate income 
1,200 and above moderate 
income 2,373.

The overall number of 
6,959 decreased by 1,402 
from the projected alloca-
tion of 8,361 assigned in 
fall 2019.

The overall numbers for 
each city are off by one 
dwelling unit. SCAG of-
ficials explained that the 
numbers may not add up 
exactly because they are 
rounded in the computing 
process.

Officials from SCAG, 
which covers a six-county 
region in Southern Cali-
fornia, said the allocation 
numbers changed because 
of updated job access and 
transit access data used in 
the methodology.

'Not realistic'
City of Chino spokes-

woman Vivian Castro said 
the city does not believe 
the 6,959 allocation is a 
realistic, attainable num-
ber. She said the city will 
continue to work through 
the process.

Chino Hills Community 
Development Director 
Joann Lombardo said the 
city continues to have con-
cerns about the methodol-
ogy and will be evaluating 
the appeals process.

The methodology, pro-
duced by SCAG and ad-
opted by its Regional 
Council, includes jobs and 
transit accessibility, growth 

and socio-economic fac-
tors.

On Monday, SCAG’s Re-
gional Housing Needs As-
sessment Subcommittee 
requested that staff review 
and provide an analysis for 
a methodology put forth by 
the city of Cerritos and a 
group of cities.

Staff plans to include the 
analysis in reports that will 
be submitted to the Re-
gional Council on March 5.

Social equity
One of the objectives 

of the state’s housing law 
is to ensure there is not 
an overconcentration of 
households by income 
group in comparison to the 
county, according to SCAG 
officials.

To ensure the methodol-
ogy does not overburden 
lower income cities with 
more low-income house-
holds, a “social equity ad-
justment” was applied that 

results in high-income cit-
ies being required to plan 
for more affordable units 
and fewer market rate 
units.

On the other hand, lower-
income cities are required 
to plan for fewer affordable 
units and more market rate 
units, according to SCAG 
officials.

Chino Hills received a 
180 percent social equity 
adjustment and Chino re-
ceived a 150 percent so-
cial equity adjustment that 
were factored into their fi-
nal numbers.

All cities may appeal 
their allocation numbers. 
Hearings will be conducted 
in the summer.

The State determined 
that SCAG’s region must 
build 1,341,827 afford-
able housing units over the 
eight-year period.

Information: scag.
ca.gov/rhna.

Don Lugo grad speaks at Kobe, Gianna Bryant memorial
By Josh Thompson
Their respect for each oth-

er was undeniable.
So it was a clear choice 

for Don Lugo High gradu-
ate Diana Taurasi to speak 
Monday morning at the Cel-
ebration of Life ceremony at 
Staples Center in Los Ange-
les for Lakers’ great Kobe 
Bryant and his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna Bryant, 
who were among nine peo-
ple killed Jan. 26 in a helicop-
ter crash while on their way 
to a basketball tournament 
at Bryant’s Mamba Sports 
Academy in Thousand Oaks.

Taurasi, the WNBA’s all-
time leading scorer and 
three-time champion with the 
Phoenix Mercury, is the face 
of women’s basketball and 
was admired by Gianna Bry-
ant, who aspired to attend 
Taurasi’s alma mater the, 
University of Connecticut, 
and compete in the WNBA 
with the same impact as Tau-
rasi. 

“Gigi, in many ways, repre-
sents the future of women’s 
basketball,” Taurasi said dur-
ing her fi ve minute, 20 sec-
ond speech in front of 20,000 
people at Staples Center and 
millions of people globally 
watching on television. “A 

future where a young woman 
aspires to play in the WNBA, 
the same way I wanted to be 
a Laker.”

Taurasi recalled that she 
last saw Kobe and Gianna 
Bryant several months ago 
in Phoenix when the Bryants' 
Mamba travel girls’ basket-
ball team was in the city for 
an AAU tournament. 

Kobe, the Mamba’s head 
coach, brought the team to a 
Mercury practice.

“I’ll always remember the 
look on Gigi’s face. It was 
the look of excitement, a look 
of belonging and a look of 
fi erce determination,” said a 
teary-eyed Taurasi, who then 
turned to Vanessa Bryant, 
Kobe’s wife and Gianna’s 
mother, and stated “we 
promise to carry on Gigi’s 
legacy.”

Back in 1996
Taurasi remembers being 

“lanky and awkward” playing 
for the Don Lugo High girls’ 
basketball team in Chino as 
a freshman in 1996.

She was an avid Los Ange-
les Lakers fan, and idolized 
then 17-year-old rookie Kobe 
Bryant, who entered the NBA 
straight out of high school. 

Bryant was drafted as 
the 13th-overall pick by the 
Charlotte Hornets but was 
traded to the Lakers for cen-

An impromptu show breaks out in the barn room at the Chino Branch 
Library, as children play with plush, pink pig puppets. The library re-
opened at a special ceremony Feb. 22 after three months of renovation, 
that included signifi cant changes to the children's reading area.

food cart, a plastic tree that 
features an animal spell-
ing game, and a wall area 
where children can confi g-
ure plastic “pipes.”

The library’s community 
room got a facelift with col-
orful graphics of animals 
having adventures: chick-
ens fl oating in a hot air bal-
loon; a monkey throwing 
confetti while sitting on an 
elephant; a zebra, duck and 
goat in a vintage plane, and 
a giraff e and zebra riding a 
colorful hippo.

The ends of large book 
racks were re-surfaced 
with cloth material, and 
new fl ooring, lighting and a 
checkout counter were in-
stalled, freshening up the 
library that fi rst opened its 
doors in June 1973. 

The library also has new 
interior paint and new furni-
ture.

The facility has had some 
remodeling in the past, but 

ter Vlade Divac.
Taurasi watched all of the 

Lakers games on television, 
using the time during com-
mercial breaks to practice 
Kobe’s moves in her drive-
way where a hoop was set 
up.

Sometimes, Taurasi’s fa-
ther would come home from 
work with Lakers’ tickets and 
she relished the opportunity 
to see her favorite player in 
person.

“Watching Kobe play as 
a rookie made this little girl 
believe she could be a Lak-
er one day,” she said. “He 
made it OK to play with an 
edge that border lined crazy. 
Early on-set Mamba mental-
ity was in full eff ect.”

She used that mindset to 
become one of the greatest 
high school players in the 
nation, at the University of 
Connecticut where she led 
the Huskies to three straight 
NCAA women’s basketball 
championships and with the 
WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury, 
where she holds several of-
fensive records and was 
Rookie of the Year in 2004. 

‘Mamba mentality’
It was at the 2008 Summer 

Olympics when Taurasi and 
Bryant spent time together 

See MEMORIAL, Page A2
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Don Lugo High graduate and three-time WNBA 
champion Diana Taurasi speaks Monday morn-
ing at the Kobe and Gianna Bryant Celebration 
of Life ceremony at Staples Center in Los Ange-
les, honoring the Lakers’ great and his daughter 
who were among nine people killed Jan. 26 in a 
helicopter crash.

California votes in presidential primary this Tuesday
By Brenda Dunkle

After weeks of fi nding their 
mailboxes crammed with 
political fl yers and viewing 
ads in newspapers, social 
media and on television, the 
state’s voters will get their 
say at the Tuesday, March 3 
presidential primary. 

The day is also known as 
“Super Tuesday” because 
it is the election day when 
the greatest number of U.S. 
states hold primary elec-
tions and caucuses.

Thirteen state primaries 

and the American Samoa 
caucuses will take place 
Tuesday, totaling 1,344 
pledged delegates or 33.8 
percent of the nationwide 
total.

On Chino Valley ballots 
are candidates for presi-
dent; Congressional District 
35, State Assembly District 
52 and Democratic Central 
Committee 52, which in-
clude Chino; Congressional 
District 39, State Senate 
District 29 and State As-
sembly District 55, which 
include Chino Hills; Chaff ey 

College Governing Board 
Area 5 and Republican 
Central Committee District 
4, which include both Chino 
and Chino Hills; and Supe-
rior Court judges.

The top two vote-getters, 
no matter their party, in the 
Congressional, State Sen-
ate and State Assembly 
elections will move on to the 
Nov. 5, 2020 consolidated 
election for the fi nal vote.

Also on the ballot is the 
statewide Proposition 13, 
which, if passed, authorizes 
$15 billion in state obliga-

tion bonds for construction 
and modernization of pub-
lic education facilities. The 
measure would also allow 
the state to put new limits 
on fees collected by school 
districts from residential de-
velopers to defray the costs 
of building school facilities, 
according to the state legis-
lative analyst’s offi  ce.

Early voting
Voters do not have to wait 

for Tuesday to vote. Begin-
ning Feb. 3, voters were 
able to obtain and cast a 
ballot at the Registrar of 

Voters offi  ce, 777 E. Rialto 
Ave., San Bernardino. Five 
additional early voting sites 
are open in Apple Valley, 
Joshua Tree, Lake Arrow-
head, Ontario and Victor-
ville. A Vote Early page, 
listing locations, dates and 
hours of Early Vote sites 
for the election is available 
on the Registrar of Voters’ 
website: https://www.sb 
countyelections.com/Elec 
tions/2020/0303.aspx. 

Mail ballots, regular bal-

See ELECTION, Page A3
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