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	 On	the	first	Saturday	morning	
of	autumn,	mist	from	the	Pacific	
Ocean	evaporates	at	County	Line	
Beach.	
	 The	waves	rattle	and	hum.	A	
hundred	surfers	in	black	wetsuits	
bob	in	the	currents.
	 Jackson	Meskis	glides	through	
the	water	with	ease.	
	 He	doesn’t	have	X-ray	vision,	
but	 he	 pinpoints	 the	 next	wave	
forming	in	the	foam	before	any-
one	else.	He	paddles	furiously	to	
reach	the	break.
	 Jackson	 rides	 the	 wave	 as	
if	 he’s	 Silver	 Surfer	 catching	 a	
comet.
	 Jonas	Meskis,	Jackson’s	twin	
brother,	corrals	his	own	wave.
	 Jonas	leaps	onto	his	surfboard	
and	carves	 through	 the	 salt	wa-
ter	with	panache,	 like	 a	 gaucho	
galloping	 the	bluffs	of	Mustang	
Island,	Texas,	aboard	a	majestic,	
translucent	steed.
	 “The	waves	were	super	fun,”	
Jackson	said	as	he	walked	back	to	
the	shore.	“There	were	a	couple	
really	good	ones	out	there.”
	 The	14-year-old	Meskis	broth-
ers	 are	 among	 the	 best	 surfers	
their	age	in	a	region	encompass-
ing	Ventura,	 Los	Angeles	 and	
Santa	Barbara	counties.	The	Oak	
Park	 Independent	School	 fresh-
men	live	in	Moorpark.	
	 Last	school	year,	 the	Meskis	
brothers	 finished	 one-two	 in	
the	Scholastic	Surf	Series	boys’	
shortboard	 in	 the	middle	school	
division.	Jackson	racked	up	6,520	
points	 while	 Jonas	 was	 right	
behind	with	 6,120	points.	They	
propelled	 the	Malibu	Sharks	 to	
first	place	in	the	team	standings.
	 The	 COVID-19	 pandem-
ic	 forced	 the	 cancellation	 of	

Big wave riders tame the sea 
 Meskis brothers 
of Moorpark are 
surfing savants

the	Scholastic	 Surf	 Series	 state	
championships	and	the	Canadian	
Surfing	Championships	in	British	
Columbia.
	 Jackson	 and	 Jonas	Meskis,	
who	are	American-Canadian	dual	
citizens,	 are	 straight-A	 students	
sponsored	by	Rip	Curl	Malibu.	
	 They	enjoy	playing	basketball,	
but	they	love	surfing.
	 “Just	 knowing	 you’re	 in	 an	
element	that’s	always	moving,	it’s	
addictive,”	Jackson	said.	“Every	
wave	is	different.	No	wave	is	the	
same.”
	 “I	like	the	vibes,”	Jonas	said.	
“You	 can	 stare	 at	 the	 ocean	 for	
hours.	You	don’t	 look	 at	 a	 bas-
ketball	court	or	a	tennis	court	for	
that	long.

	 “Surfing’s	an	adventure	every	
time.”
	 Jackson,	who	wants	 to	be	an	
architect,	 dreams	of	 surfing	 for	
Team	Canada	at	the	2028	Summer	
Olympics	 in	Los	Angeles.	He’s	
currently	trying	to	make	Canada’s	
U-16	development	surf	team.
	 Jonas,	who	wants	to	attend	UC	
Santa	Barbara,	is	a	social	media	
wunderkind.	He	has	17,600	Tik-
Tok	 followers	 and	 5,236	 Insta-
gram	fans.	He	started	a	YouTube	
page	in	September.
	 “It’s	fun	getting	my	clips	and	
pictures	posted,	and	getting	feed-
back,”	Jonas	said.
	 The	brothers’	love	of	the	ocean	
comes	from	their	dad.
	 Jason	Meskis,	 an	 assistant	

     Twin brothers Jackson and 
Jonas Meskis, 14, are among 
the best surfers in their age 
group in Acorn country. 
The Oak Park Independent 
School freshmen, who live in 
Moorpark, finished first and 
second at the Scholastic Surf 
Series boys’ shortboard for the 
Malibu Sharks last school year.

Jackson’s favorites
• Team: Milwaukee Bucks
• Athlete: Mason Ho
• Food: Acai bowl
• Movie: “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off”
• TV show: “Cobra Kai”
• App: Surfline
• Dream destinations: Hawaii 
and Australia

Jonas’ favorites
• Team: All underdogs
• Athletes: Dane Reynolds 
and Kelly Slater
• Food: Seafood
• Movie: “North Shore”
• TV show: “Cobra Kai”
• Apps: TikTok and YouTube
• Dream destinations: Hawaii 
and Australia

IN A NUTSHELL

principal	at	Oak	Park	High,	was	
born	 in	Kitchener,	Ontario,	 60	
miles	west	of	Toronto.	He	played	
college	basketball	at	the	Universi-
ty	of	Western	Ontario	around	the	
time	when	 the	Toronto	Raptors	
expansion	 franchise	 hatched	 in	
the	NBA.
	 He	learned	to	surf	in	his	20s	
while	living	in	Acton,	Calif.,	but	
could	 only	make	 it	 out	 to	 the	
beach	once	or	twice	a	month.	
	 The	 Eagle	 administrator	
moved	 to	Toronto	 to	 teach	 in	
high	 school,	met	 Sue	 and	 got	
married.	After	 three	 years,	 he	
returned	to	California,	landing	a	
job	at	Cleveland	High	in	Reseda.
	 Sue	Meskis,	 the	 office	man-
ager	 at	Oak	Park	 Independent,	
excelled	 at	 cross	 country	 and	
played	volleyball	while	growing	
up	in	London,	Ontario.
	 Except	 for	 two	weeks	when	
quarantine	 began	 in	March	 and	
spells	when	the	waves	are	pitiful,	
the	Meskis	brothers	surf	every	day.	
Jason	drives	 the	 boys	wherever	
they	want	 to	 surf	 (and	he’s	 not	
working),	and	he	records	video	of	
their	gnarliest	moves.	The	 twins	
embarked	on	a	Costa	Rica	surfing	
adventure	when	they	were	11.
	 “He	 takes	 us	 everywhere,”	
Jonas	 said.	 “He’s	 the	 best	 dad	
ever.”
	 Jackson	agreed	with	his	brother.
	 “He’s	been	super	influential,”	
Jackson	said.	“He’s	the	reason	we	
go	to	the	beach.”
	 The	brothers	unwrapped	surf-
boards	for	Christmas	when	they	
were	 7.	Not	 long	 after,	 they’d	
bound	into	their	parents’	bedroom	
and	wake	up	the	sleeping	adults	
at	5:30	a.m.
	 “Let’s	 go	 surfing!”	 the	 boys	
would	holler.	“Wake	up!	Let’s	go!”
	 Last	weekend,	on	a	perfect	day	
in	an	imperfect	world,	the	proud	
parents	watched	their	sons	surf.	
The	 father	 and	 sons	 exchanged	
hang	loose	hand	signs	after	great	
rides.
	 “They’re	way	better	than	I’ll	
ever	 be,”	 Jason	 said.	 “They’re	
making	 the	most	 of	 it.	They’re	
lucky	 that	 surfing	 is	what	 they	
love	to	do	and	that	they	can	still	
do	that	(during	the	pandemic.)”
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HANG LOOSE—Above, Jackson Meskis surfs at County Line Beach near Malibu on Sept. 26. Top left, Jonas 
Meskis, Jackson’s twin brother, tangles with a wave. The 14-year-olds live in Moorpark.

Jackson and  
Jonas Meskis

SPORTS

	 “I	 love	 that	 they	 love	 it	 so	
much,”	Sue	 said.	 “This	 is	 their	
passion.	This	is	who	they	are.”
	 The	Meskis	brothers	are	 im-
proving.	
	 They’re	getting	more	confident.	
	 They	 are	 the	Acorn’s	 surfers	
of	the	year.
	 “We	 like	 being	 positive	 and	
spreading	 good	 vibes,”	 Jonas	
said,	“and	always	welcoming	new	
people	in	your	life.”
 F o l l o w  s p o r t s  e d i t o r 
Eliav Appelbaum on Twitter 
@EliavAppelbaum.

GROOVY—Jackson Meskis, top, and Jonas Meskis, above, are the top 
surfers their age in Ventura, Los Angeles and Santa Barbara counties.
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