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CLASS ACT—Anthony Nevoso, above and at left, excelled on and off 
the field for the Whitman College and Moorpark High baseball teams. 
Nevoso, a recent college graduate, plans to become a pilot.

Nevoso’s blue heaven

BASEBALL /// Whitman College Blues

 Standout catcher 
will exchange 
baseball uniform 
for airplane wings

A NEW ERA—
Anthony Nevoso on 
the run at Whitman 
College. Moorpark 
High baseball head 
coach Scott Fullerton 
said of Nevoso:  “He’s 
the quintessential 
Moorpark High 
baseball player. He 
was a really good 
student, a great team 
player and a classy 
competitor.” 

     Anthony Nevoso, 22, 
starred at catcher for baseball 
teams at Whitman College 
and Moorpark High. Nevoso, 
who helped the Whitman 
Blues win their first NCAA 
tournament game in 2019, 
graduated from the Walla 
Walla school in May with a 
degree in economics and 
minor in psychology. He plans 
to attend flight school in 
Camarillo and become a pilot.

Anthony’s favorites
• Team: Los Angeles Dodgers
• Athlete: Austin Barnes
• Movie: “Ready Player One”
• Book: “The Millionaire Next 
Door”
• TV show: “Rick and Morty”
• Food: Tacos
• Rapper: Logic
• Hobbies: Hiking and golfing

IN A NUTSHELL
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 In just 22 years, Anthony Ne-
voso has gleaned enough stories 
to pen his own autobiography.
 The son of an immigrant 
mother from Brazil and hard-
working blue-collar father from 
the Bronx, Nevoso became a 
CIF-Southern Section academic 
champion in high school, earned 
academic scholarships to play 
baseball in college, and roamed 
the field at the Seattle Mariners’ 
Safeco Field, the House That Ken 
Griffey Jr. Built. 
 Nevoso is Superman without 
the flying . . . except he will fly.
 He plans to earn his pilot’s 
license through Channel Islands 
Aviation at the Camarillo Airport.
 “That’s something I’ve wanted 
to do for a long time,” the Moor-
park High graduate said. “I was 

always playing with airplanes and 
Legos as a kid.”
 Nevoso earned a degree in 
economics with a minor in psy-
chology from Whitman College 
in Washington state in May.
 He excelled at catcher for the 
Walla Walla school’s baseball 
team, igniting a rally with an 
RBI single for the Blues during 

an NCAA Division III regional 
victory against Chapman in 2019. 
Whitman won that elimination 
game 5-2 during the school’s first 
NCAA tournament appearance in 
program history. The 2020 spring 
season was cut short due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.
 Teammates and coaches 
praised Nevoso like he was a 
’60s rock legend from Dartford, 
England. 
 “Anthony’s an outstanding 
young man. He’s a genuinely 
outstanding person,” said Brian 
Kitamura, Whitman’s sixth-year 
head coach. “He was a joy to be 
around every single day.”
 “I was lucky to coach An-
thony. He’s a great person,” said 
Tommy Richards, a Whitman 
assistant coach. “The thing that 
stands out to me about Nev is how 
selfless he is.”
 “He’s a great, great guy,” said 
fellow captain Brett Williams, 
a shortstop who roomed with 
Nevoso during road trips. “He’s 
very personable. He always wants 
what’s best for the team. He’s al-
ways willing to put his teammates 
before himself.”
 “He’s one of my best friends. 
As a pitcher and catcher, that bond 
was special on and off the field,” 
said Eric Ma, a Whitman pitcher 
who will complete his coronavirus-
shortened senior season at the 
University of Northern Colorado in 
2021. “The energy he brings every 
day was contagious for our team. 
He was a really good leader.”
 For the record, nobody was 
paid to say nice things about 
Nevoso.
 Moorpark head coach Scott 
Fullerton has watched Nevoso 
thrive from a distance. Fullerton 
gave perhaps the biggest compli-
ments any coach could give to one 
of his former players.
 “He’s the quintessential Moor-
park High baseball player,” the 
skipper said of Nevoso. “He was 
a really good student, a great team 
player and a classy competitor. . . . 
 “The biggest thing about An-
thony is what a nice person he is. 
If I had a daughter, I’m fixing her 
up with Anthony.” 

 Nevoso learned a strong work 
ethic from his father, Tony, who 
owns his own dry cleaning busi-
ness in Simi Valley, Liberty 
Cleaners. Tony Nevoso, an Agou-
ra High grad, quit playing high 
school football to work at a car 
dealership.
 Anthony Nevoso has been 
helping his dad at the family 
business during the coronavirus 
pandemic.
 “He’s been 
working some 
long hours by 
himself ,” the 
son said of his 
fa ther.  “He’s 
been working 
like this ever 
since he had us, 
me and my sis-
ter, for the last 
25 years.”
 March and April were tough 
months on the family and the 
business, but Anthony Nevoso 
has helped his father with remod-
eling and rebranding.
 “We’re hoping we can come 
out of this stronger,” Anthony 
Nevoso said.
 His mom, Pam, works for J.D. 
Power and Associates in Thou-
sand Oaks as a market researcher. 
Pam Nevoso moved to the U.S. 
from Brazil when she was around 
her son’s current age.
 Anthony Nevoso’s parents 
gave their children unconditional 
support and love, establishing a 
foundation for future success.
 “They’re a good example for 
me,” Nevoso said. “During my 
high school time, they were re-
ally supportive of me getting to 
college and getting my education. 
Even though (Whitman) was far 
away, they were always a phone 
call away.”
 Nevoso wants to help his dad 
achieve one goal: to climb Denali, 
the highest peak in North America 
at 20,310 feet.
 The catcher, a first-generation 

college graduate, was active on 
and off campus at Whitman.
 He worked at the fitness cen-
ter. He aided the sports informa-
tion department, helping other 
Whitman teams by taking stats, 
checking tickets, retrieving er-
rant volleyballs and helping run 
scoreboards and video feeds.
 He and teammates raised 
more than $1,000 for Walla Walla 

women to get free 
mammograms.
 Nevoso vol-
unteered with 
the Friends of 
C h i l d r e n  o f 
Walla Walla, a 
nonprofit that 
connected Whit-
man athletes and 
citizens with at-
risk elementary 
school students. 

 “That was so inspiring,” Kita-
mura said. “We don’t require it, 
but about half the guys (volun-
teer). . . . We call him ‘Nev’ and 
‘Papi.’ He’s the heartbeat and the 
leader. He’s compassionate, look-
ing out for everybody, and that 
translated into the community.”
 Look in the air!
 It’s not a bird or a plane 
or some guy in a cape giving 
dubious legal advice to Frank 
Costanza.
 It’s Nevoso, ready for his next 
adventure.
 “There hasn’t been a time I 
haven’t worked on baseball and 
education at the same time since 
I was a kid,” Nevoso said. “I’m 
excited about the future ahead—
and writing a new chapter.”
 Kitamura made one request, 
and it’s not for a bag of peanuts 
or more leg room.
 “I hope someday he’s in the 
cockpit flying our team,” the skip-
per said. “That would be pretty 
cool.”
 F o l l o w  s p o r t s  e d i t o r 
Eliav Appelbaum on Twitter 
@EliavAppelbaum.

‘I was lucky to   
coach Anthony.   

He’s a great person.’ 
— Tommy Richards

Whitman College baseball 
assistant coach
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