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A huge box filled with
cards is taking up space in
the home of Hannah Hal-
vorsen’s boyfriend.
Each one is written by

well-wishers from across
the globe, and each a part
of a now yearlong come-
back story of one of the
brightest Nordic prospects
to emerge from the Truck-
ee-Tahoe area.

‘AM I STILL GOOD
AT THIS’
Earlier this month Hal-

vorsen competed in her first
race in more than a year, a
World Cup sprint event in
Davos, Switzerland.
As she stood at the start

line, questions swirled of
whether she could still
contend at an elite level.
Soon the 22 year old out of
Sugar Bowl Academy would
have to find out on one of
the brightest stages of the
sport.
“Am I still good at this?

There’s no way to know,”
said Halvorsen. “I haven’t
raced and now I’m going to
do it in front of everyone’s
eyes. If I find out I’m not
good, everyone’s going to
find out with me. It’s not

a private thing. It’s kind of
scary.”
Months of training and

rehab had led up to this
moment — all stemming
from one November eve-
ning in 2019.

‘BLOOD ONMY SCARF’
Halvorsen still has no

memory of the accident
that took place last year
while enrolled as a junior at
Alaska Pacific University.
Her boyfriend and a

witness provide the only
details of the evening, when
she was struck by a Jeep
Cherokee while cross-
ing a one-way street in
Anchorage.
She’d woken up in the

hospital, suffering from
bleeding and bruising in
her brain, along with a frac-
tured tibia, and a left MCL
and PCL that were torn
completely and detached
from the bone.
“I was in a lot of pain,”

said Halvorsen on the days
following the accident.
“I’ve been filled in on what
happened. I haven’t had
anything come back. It feels
like a dream.”
Following the injury, Hal-

vorsen flew to Vail, Colora-
do, for surgery, and then re-
turned home to Truckee to

continue physical therapy.
The reality of what

happened didn’t truly set
in until she returned to
Anchorage.
“When I got home the

clothes that I had been
wearing were there. There
was blood on my scarf and
jacket, so it was like, ‘This
did happen.’ Then I went
to the corner where it hap-
pened because it just didn’t
feel real,” later adding, “I
was so scared to go over
there, which I understand
is illogical, but I was so ner-
vous to see it.”

ROADTO RECOVERY
In the weeks following

the incident Halvors-
en was embraced by the
Truckee-Tahoe and Nordic
communities.
A local fundraiser was

set up to help support her
comeback, and soon she
began relearning to walk
again, taking her first steps
toward recovery.
“The community really

came out for me, which is
incredible because there
was no guarantee I would
be able to race at that point,
especially at a high lev-
el,” said Halvorsen. “The
Nordic community and the
Tahoe-Truckee community

as a whole is a really special
community to be a part of.”
Beginning to put weight

on her knee eventually
led to a return to training,
summer roller skiing, and
reuniting with her team in
Anchorage.
“Once she had her skis

on there was this incred-
ible joy,” said Director of
the Alaska Pacific Univer-
sity Nordic Ski Center Erik
Flora on summer training.
“You could see it with ev-
eryone there. It was infec-
tious … that glimpse of ‘Oh,
I’m back. I can ski.’”
Halvorsen said she re-

members talking with her
coach that day as her team-
mates took off ahead on
roller skis. It was only when
she managed to catch up
that she realized there was
a path back to competition.
“That moment was really

relieving,” she said. “I’m
not so far behind because it

can be so daunting. It can
seem like there’s so much
ahead of you when you
were relearning to walk in
January.”
Though returning to

skiing in some form was
a major breakthrough, it
came with its own setbacks.
Often Halvorsen said she’d
only be able to train 10 to

15 minutes at a time due to
back and neck pain, bring-
ing questions of whether
she would be able to contin-
ue her race career.
“Having those big downs,

it makes you start to ques-
tion — is this possible?”
said Halvorsen. “Or should

Comeback
complete
Halvorsen defies odds, claims firstWorld Cup points
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Aftermissingmore than a year of racing due to being struck by a vehicle, Hannah
Halvorsenmanaged to pick up the firstWorld Cup points of her career.
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A pair of storms are
forecast to impact the Si-
erra and western Nevada
over the holiday weekend
into early next week.
The National Weath-

er Service in Reno has
upgraded to a Winter
Weather Advisory on
Wednesday for the Lake
Tahoe Basin that goes into
effect on 4 p.m. Friday,
Christmas, through 10
a.m. Saturday.
A foot or more of heavy

snow is possible above
7,000 feet with anywhere
from 2-8 inches at lake
level. Wind gusts could
reach 100 mph on Sierra
ridges. While there may
be high gusts, officials say
the storm does not appear
to be a significant wind
event.
The service said those

traveling over the Sierra
passes should consider
adjusting plans to avoid
lengthy delays typically
associated with holiday
weekend travel.
“If you insist on

traveling during a win-
ter storm, remember
to pack some essentials
like patience, extra food,
water, battery packs for
mobile devices, and holi-
day cheer,” said a service
statement.
Friday is expected to be

partly sunny with a high
near 44 before dropping
into the mid 20s over-
night. Saturday’s high will
be about 38 before plum-
meting into the mid teens
in the evening.
A second, colder storm

is possible Sunday night

into Monday although
there is less moisture. The
temperatures may be cold
enough to drop some snow
in the western Nevada and
eastern Sierra valleys.
Officials said there are

still variables, but the best
snow potential is from
Lake Tahoe southward to
Mammoth Lakes.
The latest road condi-

tions can be obtained by
calling 511.

The Tahoe Daily Tribune
is a sister publication of
the Sierra Sun.

Back-to-back storms may drop over a foot of snow at Lake Tahoe
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A girl sledding recently at HomewoodMountain Resort.
Sledding is available three times per day at the south base
with amagic carpet lift taking sledders back to the top.

HEAD US SKI TEAM COACH MATTWHITCOMB

Hannah Halvorsenmade her return to competitive skiing
earlier this month.
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FORECAST
Today

Rain/Snow Possible
Precip Chance: 35%

41 23

Saturday
Snow Likely
Precip Chance: 80%

35 12

Sunday
Isolated Snow
Precip Chance: 30%

34 13

Monday
Scattered Snow
Precip Chance: 45%

31 9

Tuesday
Partly Cloudy
Precip Chance: 15%

35 11

Wednesday
Mostly Cloudy
Precip Chance: 20%

39 16

Thursday
Partly Cloudy
Precip Chance: 0%

37 12

TODAY'S FORECASTMAP

Carson City
49 / 30

Glenbrook
46 / 27

Grass
Valley
53 / 37

Hawthorne
50 / 34

Homewood
42 / 28

Incline Village
39 / 30

Las Vegas
59 / 37

Lovelock

44 / 25

Meeks Bay
42 / 28

Minden / Gardnerville
49 / 26Placerville

55 / 41

Reno
48 / 32

Sacramento
56 / 45

Silver Springs
44 / 30

South
Lake Tahoe

40 / 29

Stockton
57 / 44

Tahoe City
38 / 28

Truckee
41 / 23

Yosemite N.P.

58 / 45

FORECAST DISCUSSION
Today we will see mostly cloudy skies with a 35% chance of
rain and snow, high temperature of 41°, humidity of 63%. South
wind 2 to 17 mph. Snow accumulation of less than one inch
possible. The record high temperature for today is 65° set
in 1919.

ALMANAC
Readings through 12/23 from the
Truckee Airport

High LowTemperature
Wednesday 36 5
Normal 40 14
Record 66 in 1906 -18 in 1990
Last year 42 12

Precipitation
Wednesday's 0.00"
Month to date 0.41"

3.89"Normal month to date
Year to date 3.31"
Normal year to date 29.78"

Sunrise Sunset
Today 7:18 a.m. 4:43 p.m.
Saturday 7:19 a.m. 4:43 p.m.

Moonrise Moonset
Today 1:56 p.m. 3:05 a.m.
Saturday 2:25 p.m. 4:04 a.m.

Moon Phases

Full
12/29

Last
1/6

New
1/13

First
1/20

For latest weather updates:
www.UpdatedWx.com/SSNATIONALOUTLOOK

Today Tomorrow Sunday

CITY Hi Lo W Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
48 22 mc 54 26 s 55 29 pcAlbuquerque
27 19 pc 28 22 cl 28 22 snAnchorage
40 21 rs 33 22 pc 36 32 sBaltimore
42 32 mc 42 27 rs 39 21 pcBoise
62 31 ra 59 26 pc 56 28 sBoston
22 20 pc 28 24 pc 33 26 mcChicago
26 19 ss 30 22 ss 34 32 mcCleveland
59 39 s 66 50 s 71 44 sDallas
59 27 s 57 29 pc 53 21 pcDenver
28 21 ss 32 24 mc 40 30 mcDetroit
9 -7 pc 5 -1 mc 11 2 pcFairbanks
61 46 pc 58 40 ra 53 41 mcFresno

Today Tomorrow Sunday

CITY Hi Lo W Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
80 70 sh 80 70 sh 81 70 shHonolulu
62 43 s 66 53 pc 71 58 pcHouston
59 37 s 62 39 pc 59 38 mcLas Vegas
72 50 pc 64 50 pc 62 46 mcLos Angeles
61 48 s 63 55 pc 70 63 pcMiami
20 11 pc 23 13 mc 22 1 clMinneapolis
49 35 s 53 42 s 57 51 sNew Orleans
56 25 ra 52 27 s 48 32 sNew York
55 38 s 63 42 s 60 32 sOklahoma City
71 51 s 73 51 pc 69 48 mcPalm Springs
55 24 mc 50 24 s 47 31 sPhiladelphia
70 41 s 69 43 s 68 46 pcPhoenix

Today Tomorrow Sunday

CITY Hi Lo W Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
43 39 ra 48 37 ra 46 33 mcPortland, OR
40 25 hz 42 26 rs 38 21 mcSalt Lake City
70 50 s 65 50 pc 62 50 mcSan Diego
60 50 ra 59 45 ra 55 44 raSan Francisco
47 43 ra 47 40 sh 47 35 raSeattle
69 39 pc 70 41 s 71 44 sTucson
39 21 rs 35 23 s 39 34 sWashington

ROAD CONDITIONS
Nevada: 1-877-687-6237
California in state: 1-800-427-7623
Out of state: 1-916-445-7623

LAKES AND RIVERS
Location:

Storage in
acre feet

Capacity
% full

Topaz Lake 8,386 13%
Donner Lake 4,498 46%
Stampede Res. 107,500 47%
Lake Tahoe Elevation: 6,225.64

American R.
Flow
(cfps)

Normal
(cfps)

Height
(feet)

ab. Fair Oaks, CA 1,350 1,990 7.16
East Walker R.
ab. Strosnider Dam 35.7 42.0 2.35
E. Fork Carson R.
bl. Markleeville Cr. Ice 101 2.74
Upper Truckee R.
near Truckee 80.4 151 1.60

TODAY'S UV INDEX
Low Moderate High Very High

0 2 4 6 8 10+
The higher the UV index, the greater amount of skin

and eye protection that is needed.

AIR QUALITY
Good Moderate Sensitive Unhealthy

0 50 100 150 200
Pollutant particulate matter

FIRE DANGER
Lake Tahoe Basin

Low

Moderate

High

Very High

Extreme

Courtesy of the
U.S. Forest

Service Camino
Interagency
Emergency

Command Center.

Tahoe Nat. Forest
Low
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I just be grateful that I’m alive and
I’m able to walk again? Maybe
that’s all that I’ll be and that’s
enough.”
Halvorsen, however, wouldn’t be

deterred, putting in endless hours
of physical therapy to return to
the sport she loves.
“At times she would be totally

exhausted from the combination
of PT work and the stress and
strain of the emotional turmoil of
trying to go through this recovery
process,” said Flora. “Her moti-
vation is off the charts. She has a
unique ability to focus.”
Eventually that worked paid off

in early October, when Halvorsen
was able to return to cross-coun-
try skiing for the first time, taking
part in practices and time trials
with her teammates.

WORLD CUP VALIDATION
Moments before the gun sounds

to start the World Cup event in
Davos, Halvorsen’s mind flashes

with doubt. She’s been through
so much to return to skiing, but
questions of whether she can still
race with the best linger.
“I was just nervous because I

didn’t know where I’d be,” she
said. “I usually have an idea of
who I am, and where I race. I
didn’t have that identity set yet,
so I didn’t know if I was going to
go over there and get last or what
would happen. The unknown was
pretty scary.”
Those fears, however, would

fade as soon as she started gliding
across the snow, and she made her
return to the tune of a solid result
— a 38th-place finish against
some of the world’s best. Halvors-
en would then head to Dresden,
Germany, where, on Dec. 19, she
put together a career-best perfor-
mance on the World Cup stage,
finishing 23rd to earn her first
cup points.
“It’s really validating,” said

Halvorsen. “All of the work I’ve
done, all of the work people have
done for me, the hours coaches
have spent helping me, the hours

of (physical therapy) — it all
worked.”
Halvorsen went on help propel

the U.S. team to an eighth place
finish in a World Cup team sprint
race before returning home to
Truckee.
“It’s amazing to be able to go

over there and score points,” said
Flora. “That’s unheard of. There’s
not a long list of ladies who have
scored World Cup points in the
United States and she put herself
on the list. It’s an incredible story.”
Going forward, Halvorsen said

she doesn’t believe she’s fully back
to 100%, and that with more time
on the snow and training, she
hopes to reach a World Cup sprint
semifinal and crack the top 10 at
the U23 championships.
“I feel grateful and also just

real excited,” she said. “If I’m here
now, this isn’t the peak. There’s
more there.”

Justin Scacco is a reporter for
the Sierra Sun. Contact him
at jscacco@sierrasun.com or
530-550-2643.
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Hannah Halvorsen raced to a 23rd place finish earlier this month at
theWorld Cup sprint event in Dresden, Germany.
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Do You Need 
A Furnace 
Upgrade?

DoDoDo
AA
UU NV 24522 • CA 652354 • MHD-A0073

sierraair.comsierraair

8 8 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 1 3 7

FINANCING OPTIONS
AVAILABLE. Expires

02/28/2021. Cannot be
combined with any other
offer. Must present coupon

at time of service. For
residential units only.

0% interest
$500 OFF New

systems
and no payments for

12 months O.A.C.


