
Taking it to the streets
■ City Council eyes closing off a Plaza 
street once a month for dining. PAGE A3

Sports: Wall of Fame
Jere Starks honored by Sonoma Raceway. A5
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WEATHER
REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date  High    Low     Rainfall

Tues., 7/28      88     55      0.0 in.
Wed., 7/29      92     52      0.0 in.
Thur., 7/30      91     52      0.0 in.

FORECAST
 Friday Saturday           Sunday            Monday

 89˚/51˚ 92˚/52˚           91˚/56˚         93˚/53˚

RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 14.46 in.
Last-year-to-date: 44.41 in.
Rainfall year calculated from  
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30. 

By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

The Sonoma Valley Unified 
School District is hoping for 
a coronavirus miracle so that 
classrooms can return to pre-
COVID normal. But, grounded 
in reality, the Sonoma district 
school board approved on Tues-

day a re-entry strategy and plan 
that focuses on safety first, and 
may mean distance learning for 
at least the first three months 
of  school.

“It’s not as simple as turning 
on a light switch for us coming 
back,” said Socorro Shiels, su-
perintendent of  Sonoma Valley 
Unified School District.

Supplies such as personal 
protective equipment (PPE), 
plexiglass for separation, and 
signage for floors to help people 
keep properly distanced and 
indicate path direction, are all 
necessary materials for school 
reentry, but have not yet been 
received by the district, Shiels 
said, but the district had plans 
on Wednesday to go to the Sono-
ma County Office of  Education 

School district faces 
pandemic realities
Focus for now will be on ‘robust’ distance 
learning experiences, say district officials

■■ FILM FESTIVAL ■

By JUSTIN COX
INDEX-TRIBUNE INTERN

While moviegoers are 
missing the typical 
theatergoing expe-

rience, the Sonoma Interna-
tional Film Festival (SIFF) is 
bringing the movies to com-
fortable couches everywhere 
with its SIFF 2.0 Virtual Film 
Festival. 

From July 30 to August 2, 
the pandemic-adjusted festival 
will offer an online showcase 
of  more than 110 features, 
documentaries and short 
films available for passholders 
to watch in their own living 
room through their electronic 
devices. The features hail from 
around the globe, as the cata-
log includes premieres from 26 
different countries.

Originally scheduled for 
March, the annual film festival 
was forced to reschedule at the 
last minute due to the rapid 
escalation of  COVID-19 cases. 
The plan originally was to 
simply hold the event later in 

the summer, but with Cali-
fornia and Sonoma County 
experiencing a renewed surge 
in cases, organizers made 
the hard decision to convert 
the fest entirely to an online 
format. 

“We were hopeful we could 
hold the festival in theaters, 
and it was looking better, but 

[COVID-19] cases went off the 
rails,” SIFF Program Director 
Steve Shor told the Index-Tri-
bune earlier this week.

While the transition has 
been mostly seamless, there 
are a few changes to the annu-
al “Sonomawood” experience. 
The festival will not present 
passholders with post-film 

conversations with directors 
or other special guests as in 
years past, as due to the virtu-
al format focus will be placed 
solely on the films, themselves. 
Additionally, a couple films 
originally scheduled to be 
shown in the original March 

The show must go on — online, that is 
Sonoma Film  
Fest offers fresh,  
international content 
for movie lovers who 
have exhausted their 
Netflix queues

By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

One of  the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office most visible 
programs may be the Henry 1 
helicopter search-and-rescue 
operations. Videos published on 
the Sheriff’s Facebook page - of  
drop-line rescues from offshore 
islands or remote hiking trails 
- are dramatic and always seem 
to have a happy ending: the 
rescue of  a hiker with a twisted 
knee or a swimmer who gets too 
far off shore.

But this program is at risk 

Sheriff targets  
substation, 
Henry 1  
for cuts
Helicopter rescue and 
neighborhood station 
may be shut down for 
budget reductions

By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

Sonoma Community Center 
expects to unveil a new outdoor 
learning center in mid-2021 
thanks to two large community 
grants.

The new center will serve 
both Sonoma Valley adults and 
children with theater, outdoor 

Pandemic:  
Sonoma may 
take learning 
outside
Sonoma Community 
Center leads way with 
outdoor classroom 
planned for next year

By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

On a beatified patch of  ground 
owned by Walt Disney, ringed by tall 
fencing and burly security, giants 
are stretching their hamstrings 
right now, preparing to resume the 
NBA’s pandemic-truncated season.

The NBA “bubble” in Orlando is a 
COVID-free fortress, a billion dollar 
island thick with millionaires. No 
one goes in, no one comes out. It’s 
a tiny universe comprised of  huge 
men.

“This is the safest place to be in 

Sonoma native shoots inside NBA bubble
Patrick 
Rondou, 
winner of 
15 Emmys, 
at work. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Cameraman Patrick Rondou is always ready for  
a close-up as courtside cameraman for NBC
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Kevin McNeely, July 29, in his Friday casuals at the festival offices on East Napa Street. 

Prestwood Elementary and other schools will conduct distance learning 
until November, and maybe beyond, say district officials.
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Wondering what
comes next?

Plan your estate today with our private 1:1 planning sessions.


