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naming his show “The Kosher Cowboy” and
igniting a love for old country classics. He
shares a love of country music and has been
to numerous concerts with California State
Senate President Toni Atkins, the former San
Diego City Councilmember who was Leib’s
leading advocate for the regents post.

Since being appointed to the regents in fall
2018 by Governor Jerry Brown, Leib has been
appointed to the Public Engagement and
Development Committee and was tapped to
chair two task forces: one on student mental
health and another on technology transfer,
which looks at all the intellectual properties
of the universities.

“It’s very difficult to leave but the UC
Regents is far more time-intensive than I
thought it was going to be,” Leib said. “It’s
best for the school district that I part ways.”

At the meeting, board members took the

“We’ll meet again” as Leib has committed to
continue to work with the district on art
installations at Skyline School and
providing preschool scholarships for
underserved students, an issue he is
passionate about.

“When I came to the school district board
in 2009, it was a great district and my goal
was really not to screw it up and I have
succeeded,” Leib said, thanking the district
teachers, staff, the “phenomenal”
superintendent and the “unbelievably
dedicated” board of education.

The district is accepting applications to fill
Leib’s seat, which expires in December
2020. The board has until March 12 to fill
the vacancy and the deadline to apply has
been extended to Feb. 7 as the board works
toward finalizing its new by-area trustee
map. A new member will be appointed at
the Feb. 27 special meeting after candidate
interviews in open session.

officer at Dunleer Strategies and formerly was
the executive vice president and general
counsel at Liquid Environmental Solutions
from 2002 until he sold the company in
2017.

Leib is also a trustee of the North Coast
Repertory Theatre and provides baseball
commentary for Miracle League of San
Dieguito games.

SBSD Trustee Vicki King said one thing she
admires most about Leib is his dedication to
his family—he and his wife Sharon have
lived in Solana Beach for 25 years, raising
three daughters who all attended Skyline and
Solana Vista Schools.

From Leib, King said she learned to be a
better mentor and a more collaborative and
inclusive leader—when it came to tackling
difficult issues she said he was “so dedicated
to making sure that everyone was heard.”

SBSD Superintendent Jodee Brentlinger
said she would not say “goodbye” but rather

time to thank Leib for his dedication,
leadership, sense of humor and service to
community and the students. SBSD President
Julie Union, who had lost her voice, quietly
quipped: “All I can say is I’m speechless.”

“I’ve so enjoyed your positive attitude and
witty charm and admired your thoughtful
and investigative approach to ensuring high
quality education for our students,” said
SBSD Vice President Debra Schade of Leib,
whom she has known as a parent, soccer
coach, community member, political ally
and “true partner in education.” “I hate that
you’re leaving our board and I know your
talents are better served for a bigger and
broader stage…you will ensure great things
for the future of California.”

After graduating from UCSB, Leib earned a
Juris Doctor degree from Loyola Law School
and a master of public policy degree from
Claremont Graduate University. He is
currently president and chief executive
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Country Club by 27 percent and
yet will see their rates go up.

At the hearing, public comment
took the form of Rancho Santa Fe
vs. Solana Beach with many
Rancho Santa Fe residents accusing
the board’s “coastal directors” of
not representing their interests,
some even proposing the district
change its name to remove the
“Santa Fe” from its name and
replace it with “Solana.”

water consumption” and promotes
conservation by charging higher
rates for greater water usage.

“Residents using large amounts
of water for non-essential uses such
as irrigating expansive landscaping
should incur higher rates than
lighter users regardless of the size
of their meters,” said Solana Beach
City Council member Kelly
Harless.

“We’re not begrudging people
that have larger lots but when you
have a larger lot or have a golf

After going through the process
for two years, Hogan said the most
“disturbing” thing has been the
division that has formed between
Solana Beach and Rancho Santa Fe.

“I view this as one district. I’m
trying to find the balance because
of the characteristics and the
profile of the district,” Hogan said.
“You may not agree with that
decision ultimately with regards to
the rate but I assure you, it’s done
with the best interest of everyone
in the district.”

course you understand that you’re
going to have to pay more,” said
Kristi Becker, a Solana Beach City
Council member and member of
the Climate Action Commission.
“In all fairness, this multi-tiered
rate is trying to do the right thing.
We need to conserve…we’ve got
to stop throwing away a precious
resource. I don’t think we want to
be known as the water district that
uses the highest daily household
water use per person in
California.”

Customers told stories of their
efforts to conserve not being
rewarded by the proposed rates.

“The board has encouraged or
cajoled us to change the amount of
water we use, this decreased the
revenue and then you up the
charges,” Rancho Santa Fe resident
Laurence McKinley said. “The
water district bill is the biggest
curse of living in this area.”

A few speakers from Solana
Beach spoke in favor of the tiered
rate as it discourages “frivolous”
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but by interference.”
He referred to the board’s Nov. 14 meeting,

when it voted to approve a traffic signal at Del
Mar Heights Road and Mercado Drive.
Leading up to that vote, local residents had
been debating for years about how to best
handle street safety along Del Mar Heights
Road.

Many residents supported the traffic signal,
but many others felt it would worsen traffic
congestion, or that the board should have

held out for a more comprehensive solution
that spans multiple intersections along the
road.

The city had already released a traffic study
that identified Del Mar Heights Road and
Mercado Drive as a potential location for a
traffic signal. But Ridz said he wanted more
information from city traffic engineers. He
said he felt that Bry compelled the board to
take a vote before he could get that
information.

Ridz ended up voting for the traffic signal,
but also said he would have preferred to

abstain. He added that in the months since
the vote, there’s been “a tremendous amount
of fallout from the people who didn’t want it.”

San Diego’s community planning boards
serve an advisory role on local land use, but
that particular vote officially added the traffic
signal to the city’s list of capital improvement
projects.

“Community Planning Boards play an
important role as an advisory body to the
City,” Bry said in an emailed statement. “I
wish Mr. Ridz well and thank him for his
service. I will continue to work with the Board

in a spirit of mutual respect and a shared
desire to serve and represent the Torrey Pines
community.”

Two other departures from the community
planning board were announced late last year:
Wayne Cox, who was the board’s secretary,
and Barbara Cerny, who served from 2007-09
and 2012-19, followed by Sheryl Adams and
Ridz.

The 13-member Torrey Pines Community
Planning Board now has four vacant seats and
three expiring seats ahead of the March 12
community planning board elections.
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As the 29th overall finisher, Raskin
surprised not only herself but the race
director—she had slipped past the spotters
and gotten in front of the motorcycle that
guides in the race leaders. After she broke the
tape and had a flower lei placed around her
neck it started to sink in that she was the
winner.

Her new goal time is to shave off six
minutes for a PR of 3:01 and Raskin is eying a
few races to compete at throughout the year.

Training for and running the distance of a
marathon can be a transformative
experience and it was no different for
Raskin, who learned so much from her first
26.2. As writer and runner John Hanc put it:
“Finishing a marathon isn’t just an athletic
achievement. It’s a state of mind that says
anything is possible.”

“I learned not to be afraid and to push
beyond the limits of what we set for
ourselves. I learned to be comfortable with
being uncomfortable because that’s when
the learning and growth happens,” Raskin
said. “I planned to succeed….and the fun
was the run.”
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Sarah Raskin was the female winner of
the Carlsbad Marathon.

NATE RASKIN

“Creating trustee areas will inevitably cut
into neighborhoods and divide up
communities,,however, we can’t simply
consider this map exercise to be a math
problem of balancing perceived populations,
guessing where people are living. If we do that
we will lose one of the most important
elements of preserving our Solana Beach
School District and that’s the connectedness
between schools and school board members,”
Allbaugh said. “By surgically disconnecting
neighborhoods, we risk creating apathy within
the public.”

Her particular concern was how one map
divided the Solana Highlands School
community so one side of the street was in one
area and the other was in an area with Solana
Vista School in Solana Beach.

Allbaugh voiced concern that if
communities are too divided, the public won’t
know who their candidate is and if their
representative is in a far away part of the
district they might not feel that their issues and
voices will be heard.

There was also some concern that the way
the three initial maps were drawn, SBSD

President Julie Union and board member Vicki
King are paired in trustee-area 5. As Union’s
seat is up in 2020 and King’s in 2022, if any one
of those maps were selected, Union wouldn’t
have a seat to rerun for in the 2020 election.

Union said while she was “heartbroken” to
find that she wouldn’t be able to run in 2020,
she was committed to doing what is best for
the district with the maps.

In the revised maps, Orange II and Purple II,
Union would have a seat in 2020.

Douglas did warn that the county has
reversed maps when they have been designed
to avoid trustee pairings, however, in both
instances regarding districts in Oceanside and
Fallbrook, there was a lot of controversy in the
process and protesters in both.

While the district will approve a new map,
Allbaugh said it is important to note that the
culture of the board will not change—board
members will represent the district as a whole.

“I know that the goals of these maps are to
inherently ensure that our trustees are not
betrothed to one school,” Allbaugh said. “Our
school board has operated in this very mode
without allegiance or favoritism for one school
over the other and that will continue to be the
model.”
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