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Leave it in 2020

10 things to forget in
the new year. 8A

McConnell’s move all but
kills $2,000 checks.12A QEAJAB-08201z

Goodbye,

Nobody could have predicted what was to

come in 2020: A global pandemic that took

the lives of too many loved ones worldwide,

brought economies big and small to a grind-

ing halt, and exposed a health care system in

the U.S. that was woefully unprepared. h It

was also the year of a national reckoning on

racial disparities in the U.S. set off� by the

death of George Floyd, a Black man, after he

was pinned to the ground by law enforce-

ment in Minneapolis on May 25. Protests

and demonstrations in all corners of the

country demanded a renewed dialogue on

our nation’s past and how to move forward

as a country truly of equals. h Some of what

2020 had to off�er was not unexpected, just

worse, including the desert’s searing sum-

mer heat, California’s notoriously destruc-

tive and deadly wildfi�re season, and a presi-

dential campaign season that will be re-

membered as one of the most divisive in the

nation’s history. h But 2020 is drawing to a

close as tiny vials of hope are being dis-

patched to hospitals, care facilities and

pharmacies across the nation and in the

desert. The vaccine carries with it the poten-

tial to save countless lives ... and the hope

that we are turning the page to a more

healthful and prosperous time.

Read more about the photos on Page 2A
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Palm Desert girls’ soccer lost to Patriot High in the
opening round of the CIF-SS playo!s. Last year’s
Aztecs won a share of the Desert Empire League 
title and three CIF-SS playo! games, but that level
of success was not to be repeated this season. 1B

Aztecs fall in playo!s’ 1st round

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT CALIFORNIA, 13A

Memo contradicts bus companies
Migrants are released from custody at a Phoenix
Greyhound station in 2014. A Customs and Border
Protection memo con!rms that companies do not
have to allow Border Patrol agents on board buses to
conduct routine checks for immigrants in the country
illegally. MICHAEL CHOW/USA TODAY NETWORK

Infections and deaths from a new virus in China
ballooned for a second straight day Friday, on paper,
at least. The acceleration in cases was not necessar-
ily an indicator of a surge in the illness but might
re"ect the fact that the hardest-hit province
changed the way cases are counted. But health ex-
perts wrestled with what exactly could be deduced
from the numbers given the shift in approach. 15A

Method for counting
virus cases questioned
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If you are age 62 or older, come
see how a Home Equity Conversion
Mortgage (HECM) may help improve
the quality of your retirement.

When and Where?
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2020.
Time: 10:00 am - 11:00 am
Location: Comfort Suites
39585 Washington St., Palm Desert, CA 92211

Harold Matzner, a prominent Palm
Springs philanthropist and owner of
Spencer’s Restaurant, has sued the
company that owns Lulu California Bis-
tro, alleging that owner Jerry Keller

failed to repay a $400,000 loan made in
2017, a court #ling shows. 

The loan was made to Vence Ven-
tures LLC, but Keller was named as the
individual responsible for paying the
loan back, according to loan documents
included in the lawsuit, which was #led
Feb. 4 in Riverside County Superior
Court. The address Keller provided in

the docu-
ments
matches
the Palm
Canyon
Drive loca-
tion of Lu-
lu.

“This is a
truly sad misunderstanding,” Keller told
The Desert Sun. There are no docu-

ments in the court #le indicating the de-
fendants had been served. Keller said
Friday that he was in the process of re-
paying the money. 

Matzner’s attorney, Martin Mueller,
said Friday morning he had “a check in
hand” from Keller and that if the funds
cleared, the suit would be dropped. 

Matzner claimed in the suit that he 

Matzner sues owner of Lulu, Acqua eateries over $400,000 loan
Keller calls suit ‘sad misunderstanding,’ says he’s paying
Christopher Damien
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See PHILANTHROPIST, Page 8A

Matzner Jerry Keller 

Two men died Friday in a shooting
inside a medical complex in Rancho Mi-
rage.

Emergency personnel were called
shortly after 9:30 a.m. to the Mirage
Mall strip mall in the 71-500 block of
Highway 111 that houses medical o$ces.

A group of medical workers huddled
together soon after authorities arrived.
They appeared to be consoling one an-
other as they glanced toward a building
containing medical suites, which sher-
i! ’s deputies had cordoned o!.

Inside, a body could be seen on the
"oor of the building’s communal hall-
way.

Riverside County sheri! ’s o$cials
con#rmed the deaths in an 11:30 a.m.

tweet Friday, adding: “There is no threat
to the public and there are no outstand-
ing suspects.”

Sgt. Albert Martinez, a spokesman
for the sheri! ’s department, told report-
ers at the scene that the bodies of two
men were discovered by responding
deputies.

Investigators did not immediately
con#rm their causes of death, discuss a
motive or reveal any relationship be-
tween the victims. Martinez said no
other injuries were reported. The men
were not immediately identi#ed. Coro-
ner’s o$ce personnel were called to the
scene. 

The investigation is “very prelimi-
nary,” he said, and “very "uid.”

By noon, Indian Trail between Saha-
ra Road and Highway 111 was closed to
tra$c, o$cials said.

2 dead in Rancho Mirage shooting
Sheri! ’s department quiet on motive in attack at a Highway 111 medical o"ce

Workers who were in the Rancho Mirage medical office building where a shooting took place on Friday console each other and watch the investigation. Two men died
in the shooting. PHOTOS BY JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

A body can be seen lying in the hallway in an office Friday morning. Riverside
County sheriff’s officials con!rmed the deaths in an 11:30 a.m. tweet Friday,
adding: “There is no threat to the public and there are no outstanding suspects.”

Sherry Barkas, Marie McCain 
and Risa Johnson
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHOOTING, Page 5A



A little more than a year after the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians and the Los Angeles compa-
ny Oak View Group announced plans for a $250 mil-
lion sports and entertainment arena in downtown
Palm Springs, o!cials con"rmed that the site of the
project is moving to the mid-valley — and the tribe is
no longer involved.

The 10,000-seat arena is now planned for an unin-
corporated piece of land just north of the city of Palm
Desert, on roughly 43 acres between Interstate 10 and
the Classic Club golf course. The new location is a

short drive from both the internationally renowned es-
tate Sunnylands Center & Gardens and Agua Cali-
ente’s Rancho Mirage casino.

Oak View Group (OVG) is moving ahead on the pri-
vately funded arena with a new partner: the H.N. &
Frances C. Berger Foundation, a local nonpro"t that
owns the land and will lease it to OVG. Live Nation En-
tertainment, a leading global event producer, remains
a partner on the project to bring touring artists and live
events.

Groundbreaking and construction are scheduled
for next year, and the arena is slated to open in the last 
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A group of residents is urging the city to install a
crosswalk at Adams Street and La Palma Drive.
They say motorists ignore the 25 mph speed limit
and posted signs warning of pedestrian tra!c. 3A

La Quinta residents rally

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT CALIFORNIA, 7A

Observatory spared from wild!re
Fire!ghters have stopped a wild!re from damaging
the historic Mount Wilson Observatory, which played
a pivotal role in con!rming that galaxies exist
outside the Milky Way. PWREN/ALERTWILDFIRE VIA AP

The government outlined a sweeping plan Wednes-
day to make vaccines for COVID-19 available for free
to all Americans, assuming a safe and e#ective shot
is developed, even as top health o!cials faced ques-
tions about political interference with virus infor-
mation reaching the public. Federal health agencies
and the Defense Department laid out complex plans
for a vaccination campaign to begin gradually in
January or late this year. 11A

Vaccine strategy aired
amid political questions 

QEAJAB-08201z

After spending a long summer "ghting to "x a
stalled coronavirus testing regime, a broken public
health data collection system and recovering from a
post-Memorial Day surge in COVID-19 cases, the
Golden State appears to once again be headed in the
right direction.

California had 7,170 hospitalized patients who
were con"rmed to have COVID-19 on July 21 — a low
point — but that number, as of Sept. 14, had dropped
to 2,887. After two spikes in cases over the summer,
the average number of newly con"rmed infections
has dropped to a level not seen since mid-June.

Harnessing that momentum, Gov. Gavin Newsom
recently unveiled a new framework that moves coun-
ties through four color-coded stages of reopening
based on their recent per-capita case counts and re-
cent positivity rate, which is a measure of how many 

Q&A PUBLIC HEALTH EXPERT

What does state’s
COVID-19 reopening
framework mean?
Mark Olalde Palm Springs Desert Sun | USA TODAY NETWORK

See Q&A, Page 10A

Hockey fans in the desert will still have a team to
call their own, they’ll just have to wait another year
to see them.

As "rst reported by The Desert Sun, the arena
that was planned to be built in downtown Palm
Springs as the home to an American Hockey League
team a!liated with the NHL’s Seattle Kraken has
been nixed.

Seattle Kraken
AHL a!liate will
still play in valley
Shad Powers Palm Springs Desert Sun 

USA TODAY NETWORK

This rendering shows the proposed arena planned
for an unincorporated site north of Interstate 10
near Palm Desert. COURTESY OF OAK VIEW GROUP

See HOCKEY TEAM, Page 8A

Oak View Group and the H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation
announced plans Wednesday to build a sports and entertainment
arena on land between Interstate 10 and the Classic Club golf
course. This drone photo shows the proposed site looking north.
OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN
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ARENA ON
THE MOVE
Planned Palm Springs sports, entertainment venue
moving near Palm Desert; tribe no longer involved
Amanda Ulrich, Melissa Daniels and Shad Powers
Palm Springs Desert Sun | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ARENA, Page 8A
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