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REACTION TO UNCERTAINTY

BY BILL SULLIVAN
OF THE FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

Tuesday afternoon, Cali-
fornia Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said it is possible that 
schools might not be able to 
open prior to summer break 
in response to the spread 
of COVID-19. Newsom’s 
prediction came amidst 
a press conference where 
he detailed the latest data 
on the illness and assured 
the public that they will get 
back to the life they once 
knew. 

“It’s likely few if any Cal-
ifornia schools will reopen 
before summer break,” 
said Newsom. “We knew 
this is a very stressful time, 
especially with children 
and planning ahead. We 
shouldn’t be assuming this 
will happen in two weeks 
or eight weeks. It could be 
much longer and we should 
be prepared for that.”

Newsome asked res-
idents to stay united as 
they continue to take 

School 
closure 
lengths 
uncertain

BY BILL SULLIVAN
OF THE FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

After new directives from 
the Public Health Depart-
ment Tuesday afternoon, 
communities through-
out Sacramento County, 
including Folsom, have 
residents hunkered down 
at home as much as pos-
sible, as a way to mitigate 
the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

The latest directives 
came less than 48 hours 
after six Bay Area counties 
mandated a shelter in place 
that impacted about 7 mil-
lion people. Sacramento 
County Public Health 
Director Dr. Peter Beilen-
son said the directives were 
a recommendation, as of 
press time Wednesday, and 
not a mandate at this time 
in a public statement.

“Public health staff 
have shifted their efforts 
to community mitigation 
measures to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 and protect 

Residents 
urged 
to stay 
home

BILL SULLIVAN • FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

Folsom High School is motionless after the closure of schools in the wake of COVID-19 fears. 

Many carry on 
with limited staff, 
restrictions
BY AMANDA ROWLAND
OF THE FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

COVID-19 has caused 
a plethora of upsets 
throughout the country. 
Disneyland is closed, major 
sporting events have been 
cancelled and the potential 
spread of the virus has even 
halted non essential travel 
for military personnel.

Effects of the pandemic 
have been felt on the local 
level, with city-wide clo-
sures to help stop the 
spread of coronavirus, and 
businesses and restaurants 
seeing a dip in patronage. 

Challenging times for local businesses

BILL SULLIVAN • FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

Frank Visconti of Visconti’s Ristorante has been in business for 28 years and one of 
many local business owners suffering great losses during these times. 

BY AMANDA ROWLAND
OF THE FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

Folsom City Coun-
ci l members voted 
unanimously to adopt 
Resolution No. 10408- 
A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of 
Folsom Proclaiming 
Existence of a Local Emer-
gency Monday afternoon. 

Ela i ne A nderson, 
Folsom City Manager, 
helmed the conversation 
and asked City Council 
to approve the existence 
of a local emergency in 
Folsom. 

 “This will leverage local 

Folsom declares 
local emergency

BILL SULLIVAN • FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

City Councilwoman 
Kerri Howell discusses 
strategy with fellow 
council members and 
city officials Monday 
afternoon as the city 
adopted a local state of 
emergency.

Officials stress 
public to avoid 
overbuying

BY BILL SULLIVAN
OF THE FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

Some grocery store 
shelves are empty right 
now as shoppers fill their 
grocery carts and prepare 
to stay home amid the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Industry officials have 
said the empty shelves 
are partly because some 
people are buying more 
food and supplies than 
they need. As grocers are 
working around the clock 
to procure and restock, 

they are asking the public 
to be sensible and refrain 
from over buying. 

On Monday, the Califor-
nia Grocers Association 
reached out to put the 
public at ease on supply 
and demand. They also 
asked for consumers to not 
shop beyond their means.

“There seems to be a 
need to overbuy, which is 
not necessary at all,” asso-
ciation CEO Ron Fong said. 
“Make sure to shop enough 
for your family for a week or 
a little bit over a week but 
there really is not a neces-
sity to overbuy and stock up 
for three months.”

In Folsom, nearly every 
major grocery store has a 
number of bare shelves. 

Last Friday at 11 p.m., 
Winco Foods on Blue 
Ravine Road in Folsom 
had long lines from the 
check stands that stretched 
nearly to the back of the 
store. 

Stocking crews were 
trying to work their way 
through the hordes of 
shoppers to break out ship-
ments that had arrived 
earlier by truck, finding 
themselves surrounded by 
restless shoppers hoping to 
grab that package of toilet 
paper or paper towels, 
commodities that seem to 
be getting pilfers the hard-
est.  Across the U.S., hand 
sanitizer, sanitation wipes 

Grocers confirm current 
supply chain is healthy 

BILL SULLIVAN • FOLSOM TELEGRAPH

Panicked shoppers have cleared the shelves many times at area grocery stores in recent 
days, forcing many retailers to limit hours just to restock their shelves and sanitize. 
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