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April 29: 0.00 in.
April 30: 0.00 in.
May 1: 0.00 in.
May 2: 0.00 in.

May 3: 0.00 in.
May 4: 0.00 in.
May 5: 0.00 in.
Avg. to date: 25.55 in.

Year to date (since 

Oct. 1): 14.09 in.
Last year to date:  
25.58 in.

Lightning Spirits of  Petaluma is 
joining a growing list of  local spirit 
makers that have shifted to producing 
hand sanitizer during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. But the difference for 
the Petaluma startup is that, for now, 
hand sanitizer is the only product it 
is making.

Eventually, Lightning Spirits plans 
to produce mid- to top-shelf  vodka 
and fruit-infused sparkling beverages 
at its northeast Petaluma facility. The 

four Petaluma friends who founded 
the company were in the process of  
getting all of  their permits and paper-
work in order when the outbreak hit.

“We were looking for something to 
do to give back to the community,” 
said Greg Santini, one of  the owners. 
“We’re trying to donate as much as 
we can.”

Hand sanitizer has been in high 
demand since the outbreak that has 
infected more than 1 million people in 
the U.S. Many stores have run out of  
the disinfectant as shoppers hoarded 

it, and spirit makers have jumped in 
to help because the product contains 
alcohol, which they already have on 
hand.

Lightning Spirits uses denatured 
alcohol in its hand sanitizer recipe, 
which it sourced from the World 
Health Organization. It sells the hand 
sanitizer online and at the Petaluma 
farmer’s market. A one-gallon bottle 
sells for $50, according to the website 
lightningspiritsco.com.

But the company is also giving 
away lots of  hand sanitizer, Santini 
said. For a donation Lightning Spirits 
will give a bottle to a local hospital, 

City sued over Corona project

The Petaluma City Council 
Monday clinched an important 
agreement with Sonoma- 
Marin Area Rail Transit over 
the east side second station. 
Yet the step forward is tem-
pered by a recent lawsuit over 
the connected Corona Road 

Station housing development’s 
environmental report, throw-
ing another wrench into a 
complicated web of  deals that 
would give the city its desired 
second station and more than 
500 units of  housing on three 
separate parcels.

The agreement between 
the city and SMART endured 

weeks of  back and forth, 
culminating in a 5-2 approval 
at Monday night’s city coun-
cil meeting. Pending SMART 
board approval, the agreement 
mandates the city contribute 
$2 million toward the station 
construction and expedites its 
lease with the rail agency for 
the downtown depot property 
it uses for station parking. 

City Attorney Eric Danly 
said SMART will match the $2 
million contribution for an ini-

tial $4 million investment into 
the project while the agency 
“works to secure the rest of  the 
funds.” 

Both city and SMART offi-
cials have routinely estimated 
the station will cost $8 million 
to build, relying on the city’s  
$2 million contribution col-
lected via traffic impact fees 
and $6 million in a private land 
sale between the agency and a 
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Petaluma, SMART reach station deal; Lawsuit 
challenges development’s environmental report

Council 
approves 
semi-auto 
rifle buy
Weapon purchase for 
police department OKd 
despite residents’ concerns

A request by the Petaluma 
Police Department to purchase 
dozens of  new semi-automat-
ic rifles sparked a torrent of  
debate in the last few days, per-
meating social media feeds and 
inundating the city clerk with 
public comments at Monday 
night’s council meeting.

The City Council voted 5-2 
to approve the nearly $80,000 
purchase following 90 minutes 
of  discussion and more than 
two dozen public comments 
urging the city to deny the item. 
Police Chief  Ken Savano says 
the 54 Sig Sauer M400 weapons, 
which are similar in style to the 
AR-15, are needed to replace the 

See Guns, A4
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Spirit maker’s only product: Hand sanitizer

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

See Sanitizer, A4

The Culp family rocketed up the steep 
paved incline that led into Helen Putnam 
Regional Park Saturday morning, their 
dog Potato energetically keeping pace. It 
was dad Peter Culp’s fourth visit to the 
park in as many days, first hitting the 
trails early Wednesday morning, mere 

hours after the county’s official reopen-
ing of  parks following weeks of  closure.

“It’s really good to be back outside. 
We really missed it out here,” Peter 
Culp said, steering 3-year-old son Dane’s 
stroller with mom Jenny Pao alongside.

As he spoke, several masked solo 
hikers and couples paraded by, keeping 
their distance as they determinedly 
huffed onward into Petaluma’s only cen-
trally-located county park. The steady 
stream of  ascending and descending 
figures marked the first open weekend 
in more than five weeks after the county 

lifted closures April 29. 
Signs planted at several entrances 

reminded residents of  the new require-
ments: Driving to parks is not allowed 
and mask coverings are required when 
in 6 feet of  others.

Unlike many of  the more than 50 
regional parks scattered across Sonoma 
County, Helen Putnam Regional Park 
is sandwiched by dense neighborhoods 
and easily accessible to numerous sur-
rounding residents. The ban on driving, 

By KATHRYN PALMER
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Petalumans hit the trails as 
Helen Putnam, other county 
parks, begin return to normalcy

Rejoicing at park reopening

See SMART, A5

See Putnam, A5

Sonoma-
Marin Fair 
canceled in 
outbreak
Organizers planning 
virtual exhibitions for 
beloved Petaluma event

The 2020 Sonoma-Marin Fair 
has been canceled, the latest 
casualty of  the coronavirus 
shutdown.

The Petaluma event, known 
around the world for its World’s 
Ugliest Dog Contest, was slated 
to take place June 24-28, but 
after Sonoma County health of-
ficials issued revised guidelines 
this week indicating large gath-
erings wouldn’t be able to take 
place this summer, organizers 
opted to scrap the fair.

The decision, announced 
Friday, came after the cancel-
lation of  far larger fairs across 
California, including the state 

See Fair, A3
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James Barthol, CEO of Lightning Spirits in Petaluma, 
a newly licensed distillery, has been making hand 
sanitizer to meet demands for the product.

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Petaluma startup vodka maker shifts to in demand 
disinfectant before producing first bottle of alcohol

By KATHRYN PALMER
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Petalumans were grateful for the opportunity to hike through some of their favorite trails as parks were reopened last week. With the 
condition that hikers must be able to walk, not drive, to the park, the trails of Helen Putnam Park were once again a welcome distraction 
and outdoor activity since the shelter in place mandate.


